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A TALE OF TWO CHELSEAS

The following pages are about the newer Chelsea, as distinct from Old
Chelsea. The area covered is the road between the two Chelseas (once
designated as High Street), and along the highway (11/105" ) between Mile
Hill to the Chelsea Pioneer Cemetery. Also included are some offshoot roads
where there are farms and other habitations of historic interest.
.

'For the purpose of this tale the highway from Hull to Maniwaki is shown as
11/105. This highway was known for many years as No. 11, but is currently
No. 105
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The Road From Wright's Town (Hull) to Chelsea
Joseph Bouchette in his book "A Topographical Dictionary of the Province
of Lower Canada", published in London in 1832, describes Philemon Wright's
method of road construction.
"This road is called Britannia [now Aylmer] Road and extends seven
miles. Being the first road made in this township, the mode of forming it
may be interesting as well as useful; Mr. Wright first marked it out as far as
the lake [Deschenes], then ploughed it on each side and threw the earth to the
centre to form the top into low places, built bridges and paved the road, where
necessary, with broken stones; he also built stores at each end for the deposit
of different kinds of goods for the accommodation of the upper country.
From Columbia Farm two roads branch off in different directions. One,
passing along the edge of Columbia Pond [now Leamy Lake], leads to the
Gatineau Farm, remarkable as being the spot selected by Mr. Philemon
Wright in 1800 for his first and original habitation, and as such is not divested
of interest, being, as it were, the parent of the actual flourishing settlement of
Hull. The other road directed its course west, winds suddenly at lot No.8,
and rejoins the main front road; meanwhile, the Columbia Road continues
towards the north until it meets the River Gatineau in the 7th range, where
Mr. Christopher Wright's new farm is situated".

Columbia Road (11/105)
Philemon Wright had been elected to the Legislative .Assembly of Lower
Canada in 1830. Soon he was seeking preferences for the area he represented.
Wright's immediate thoughts were for the construction of roads. One of the
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first to be built after his election was that leading to Chelsea, described by
Joseph Bouchette.
The new Wright farm, mentioned by Bouchette, was owned by
Christopher Columbus Wright, youngest son of Philemon. Christopher built
his home, which still'stands, on the top of a hill and the road passed his front
door. The hill was known locally as "Christy Wright's Hill", and more
recently as "Mile Hill", that is until a road improvement programme
straightened the curves, thus shortening the distance. The farm passed to his
son Christopher Columbus Jr., then to Alonzo Nicholas, a grandson. Finally,
it went to the Hendricks.
Columbia Road has gone through several changes of designation, being
recognized as the Chelsea Road, Highway 11 and Highway 105. As with the
Britannia Road to Aylmer, the Columbia Road users were required to pay
tolls. There was a tollgate on the outskirts of Wright's Town and another at
Chelsea. The Chelsea one was controlled by Gardner Church. It has been said
that the gateman installed by Church several times suffered physical abuse
during altercations about fees to be paid.
The toll road was later operated by the Gilmours, under the name of "The
Gatineau Macadamized Gravel Road Company"" but the tolls garnered were
insufficient to properly maintain it. About 1924 the road was taken over by
the Quebec Government.
The road from Aylmer to Brigham's mills (Old Chelsea) was put in by
1834.
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Roads in General
The roads in the early days were precarious for wheeled traffic. As if to
emphasize this, Philemon Wright's oldest son, Philemon Junior, was
seriously injured when, in 1821, a stage coach overturned on the road
descending to the River Rouge. He died later in Hull. The father was
unaware of the loss of his son as he was otherwise engaged in arrangements
for a team of oxen and a wagon to meet the Governor-in-Chief, the Duke of
Richmond, at the end of a trip to inspect military settlements, and bring him
back to the Chaudiere. The

D~ke

had died suddenly and tragically, it was said,

from the bite of a rabid fox, near the village, on the Jock River,which now
bears his name, Richmond. Wright performed an unanticipated service by
having the Duke's body brought back to Hull by his team, from whence it was
carried by canoe to Montreal, then to Quebec City, for burial.
It should not be assumed that roads were constructed for the mere

convenience of travellers but rather for the movement of goods, especially
timber. Initially trees felled along the river banks, were trimmed and rolled
into the water, or, in winter left on shore to await the spring thaw, then to be
carried by the current to the hungry mills. As land adjacent to the rivers
became stripped of trees, the cutting operations were moved higher up the
rivers. Furthermore, felling was being done further back from the banks of
the rivers, requiring that bush trails or skid roads be hacked out from the
scene of operation to the rivers' edges dumping grounds. An additional
consideration was the stocking of the shanties with a v.:elter of supplies.
Shanties were small warehouses set up and stocked well before the winter's.
cutting season began. A shanty was the bunkhouse, cookhouse, messing
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quarters, stockroom and repair shop all rolled into one, which the felling
crews, drivers, cooks, cookees and anybody attached to the operation used as a
headquarters throughout the winter's cut. As each shanty had to serve as a
self-contained unit for the winter, the logistics had to be calculated with
extreme care.
To be considered was the feeding of both men and horses, the clothing for
the men, the harnesses for the animals, the cooking pots, pans and other
kitchen tools, plus the axes, saws, wedges, grindstone, whetstones and all the
paraphernalia required to keep the cutting job functioning. All these supplies
had to be transported to the shanties, it is not surprising that a network of
trails and roads developed. Furthermore, the assumption could be made that
the more heavily used roads required metalling, that is, adding a more
permanent base, together with a surface of gravel. Eventually these gravel
roads were to be macadamized, a system of road construction advocated by
John Loudon McAdam (1756-1836). A meeting was held to discuss
macadamizing of the 241/2 miles to N. Wakefield, in 1861.
Early photographs of Ottawa and Hull show horse-drawn snowploughs at
work on the streets. Long lines of men with snow shovels are shown filling a
procession of empty box sleighs. In the country, the method of dealing with
snowfalls was by rolling the accumulations, thus packing the snow. A snow
roller consisted of a huge hollow wooden drum, in most cases with a
diameter greater than the height of a man. To the top of the frame in which
the roller revolved was attached a low walled box into which were piled
heavy stones, giving the vehicle extra weight. The whole contraption was
pulled by a team of heavy horses.
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Side Road
An off shoot of the Hull-Chelsea road was that concerning an approach to

Limbour where lived Alonzo Wright, M.P., grandson of Philemon Wright, in
an expanding hamlet.
A memorandum from the Public Works Commission, dated August 20,
1864, recommended to the Government of Lower Canada that it approve not
less than $8,000 for the construction of bridges over the Gatineau and Lievre
Rivers. A.W. Powell, on November 8, 1865, was awarded the contract to build
a. bridge across the Gatineau for the sum of $6,566. It was opened in 1866 and
became known as the Alonzo Wright Bridge:
A second bridge was commissioned, using the same specifications as the
first. The contractor was a Mr. Langford. By 1888 the wooden structure was
beginning to show signs of wear. Four years later a fire weakened one of the
approach aprons. This was repaired but a second fire a year or so later started
ori the floorboards at the opposite end. This fire was also extinguished, but it
was evident a lesson has been learned, as the authorities ordered a third
structure to be constructed this time of iron. This was started in 1900, the
bridge being opened for traffic in July of 1902. Some time in the second half of
the 20th Century the bridge was widened to take care of an increased traffic
load. Today, it is still the Alonzo Wright Bridge.
Originally constructed entirely of wood, set on widely spaced cribs filled
with stones, it was with no surprise that it washed away in 1878. The West
Hull Council had, in 1876, passed a motion, No. 295, that "the Council
'''The story of a Bridge", "Up the Gatineau!" 1979 p. 13, Dr. E.P. Laberge.
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considered it as its duty to condemn the bridge, adding that persons crossing it
would do so at their own peril.The following 1887 by-law establishing toll
rates and penalties may be found interesting:
1 horse or horned cattle .05
1 sheep, calf, pig or goat .03
vehicle drawn by horse .08
vehicle drawn by 2 horses .13
the above to go towards maintenance of bridge and wages of tollkeeper
not less than $5.00 or more than $20.00
fine for non-payment ...
not less than $1.00 or more than $5.00
fine for not walking ...
,

A 1912 invoice for $1.01 was sent to James Padden for road taxes"

Buildings in and Adjacent to the Newer Chelsea
Surprisingly, the buildings, in comparison with those in Old Chelsea,
have suffered more through the ravages of time, weather, fire and

'History of the Ollawa Valley by Rev. J.L. Gourlay, A.M.
published 1896
Mr. Christopher Wright dwelt near Chelsea on the hill above what was called the rafting
ground, this side of which stands the little village of Ironside...
(p. 186)
On the west side opposite the Wright's, were the Sleeles, Brooks, Hudsons, Churchs,
Sheffields, Chamberlains and many others had taken lands on which afterwards the village of
Chelsea and Ironside were formed...
(p.187)

Humors of the Valley by Anson A. Gard
published 1906
Gatineau Turnpike
We see that a meeting was held in 1861 for the purpose of talking over the Macadamizing of
the Gatineau Road from Hull City to North Wakefield (Alcove), 24 1/2 mile; Thomas McGoey was
Chairman and William Hamilton was Secretary.
The names mentioned of those present were some of the great men of that day. Besides the
two officers there were Allan Gilmour, T.C. Brigham, Richard Grimes, Alexander Workman, T.
Reid, H.J. Friel, James Mclaren, J. Mather, A.M. Dole, Edward McGillivray, John A. Snow, Robert
Allen and D. Sinclair. In a laler "Times" of that same year we find that bids were called for, for
material, which would indicate that the work must have proceeded at once.
Part 2, p.l7
[Mr. Gard was right, a number of these names may be recognized in "A Tale of Two Chelseas"...
H.J. Friel was Mayor of Ottawa... John A. Snow was Dominion Land Surveyor. A member of the
Snow family gave his name to the Snow Apple which he developed)
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demolition. Sometimes it is difficul t to determine the buildings erected in
the 19th Century.
There are some records of buildings, however, these are not always in
accord as to builders, owners and occupants. The more reliable sources are of
course those which were recorded at the time of construction and even these
are not always without fault.
Therefore, what follows is an amalgamation of written records and
peoples' memories, a starting place upon which future researchers may
continue to build.

Stopping Places, Houses or Inns
Stopping places were established about 12 to 15 miles apart where teams
and teamsters could be fed and sheltered at night. In the strictest sense, they
were not hotels and were not always licensed to sell liquor, although from
time to time a permit was granted - and sometimes revoked. Indeed, some of
them were temperance hotels. In the shanty days, very few of the large
lumber companies maintained their own stopping places. The teams left
camp early, before daylight so that they could have their "nooning" at a
convenient time, completing their travel by 4:30 in the afternoon.
The company furnished the driver with tickets which he exchanged for
meals, the stabling for his horses, and his own "bunking". The stopping place
operator usually had his own house and kept what was called a bunkhouse.
The stables were often pretty crude affairs. Other operators had houses large
enough that one or two of the rooms could be used to bed down the
teamsters.
80

O'Neil House

N.C.C. Heritage No. 014-002

The Letters Patent were recorded in the name of John Maxwell, September
21,1827.
The house was built between 1850 and 1860 by Paddy O'Neil as a stage stop
between Ottawa' and North Wakefield (Alcove): It was probably managed at
different times by Ed Farrell and Charles Kingsbury. It was in Kingsbury's
time that the first General Session of the West Hull Municipal Council took
place in this building, on March I, 1875.
Arthur O'Neil acquired the place, setting up a sign that it was a
temperance hotel and had stabling for horses. There was room for ten diners
at a sitting at the long dining table. The beds upstairs were of brass, collectors'
items these days. The outside of the house was painted red at one time.
When the house was well over a hundred years old it was badly da'maged
by fire, in 1963. Later it was cut down to one storey. There are still charred
beams visible inside the building.
An extensive basement once housed the tavern's liquid refreshment·
during the periods when the house was not a temperance one, although beer
was considered at the time a temperance drink. The outside doors covering
the hole down which the "stock" was lowered have long since been nailed
down.

'The stage coach took four days for the journey between Ottawa and
Maniwaki
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The current owner Harold Cook is a grandson of Arthur O'Neil.
"Shalimar" Burns Hotel
The name "Shalimar" comes from "Indian Love Lyrics", by Laurence
Hope (Adela Florence Nicolson), entitled "Pale Hands I Loved", the first two
lines of which read:
"Pale hands I loved beside the Shalimar,
Where are you now? Who lies beneath your spell?"
Willy Flynn managed this hotel for Tom Burns. The building was
situated close to Highway 11/105, facing the Prentiss establishment. It was
fronted by a narrow verandah. There were two front doors close to each
other, possibly one being for gents and the other for ladies, with escorts.
Another possibility is that they were In-Out doors, which isn't too feasible.
Perhaps one door was for the public, and the other gave entrance and egress
to the private quarters within.
Not much more is known except that after the death of Burns in the 1960's
the building stood empty until it burned down in 1972.
Tom Moore's Hotel and Tavern
This substantial t"l'o-storey hotel once stood between the homes of Seldon
Church and Dr. Davies, on the west side of Highway 11-105. The old hotel no
longer exists, having burned to the ground. See photo showing the hotel and
Dewar's store.
Moore may have started his career as hotelkeeper at King's "Laurentian
Lodge".
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Laurentian Lodge
This structure is situated on the highway and faces east. At one time it
was the second house south of the Chelsea Road (The house on the corner
was removed in the third quarter of the 20th Century).
It is difficult at this time to define who operated the establishment, and

when. For a number of years it was probably known as King's. A Mr. Lee
stabled his horse with a Mr. Smith at King's.
Possibly both Tom Moore and Sam Dunn conducted their activities as
hotel keepers in this building, and that they pre-date King's occupation. It is
known that Tom Moore ran a stopping place further north, on the same side
of the highway.
Sam Dunn, it was said, was a sharp operator as he used mirrors at poker
games with some success.

Others Who Ran Hotels or Inns
James Stothers ran a temperance hotel with his wife, Harriet (Hattie). For
a while he was a butcher who purveyed meat in the countryside with the
help of his son James Leslie.
On May 1, 1876, tavern licences were granted by the West Hull Council to
Charles Kingsbury and Thomas Moore. As Kingsbury was then in charge of
the O'Neil House it would seem that that place did not have temperance
status during his occupancy.
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By May 5, 1884 the number of tavern licences granted had increased to a
round dozen - Minute No. 213. Twenty-three years later, in 1907, Father
Carrier was successful in a bid to have the taverns closed officially. No doubt
he was fully aware of the adage that "where there's a will there's a way" about
which he was able to do next to nothing, except preach and pray.

The Prentiss Property

N.C.C. Heritage No. H14-052

Thomas Brigham Prentiss ran a store and post office for several years in
Old Chelsea. He built a larger building in the newer Chelsea and moved both
operations to it about 1843. The building, called "The Homestead", was of
three storeys, with verandas on the two lower levels, across the front. It faces
Highway 11/105.
As the Prentiss family settled in, outbuildings were added, first the
woodshed, then the stable, carriage house, henhouse, and in the garden
suitably concealed by foliage, the double privies, called "busy houses".
The store, built on the north side of "The Homestead" and attached to it,
was probably added about 1860. The store h~s deeply-set windows, with
rounded ornamented glass panes (bubble glass). Inside, the old drawers and
cabinets havepainted scrolls, with the names of the contents once stored
there - "Ladies' Balmorals", "Men's Gaiters" .and"Prunella Booties".
Howard (Harry) Prentiss, a son, carried on the business after his father
turned his attention to selling insurance. Later, Prentiss Senior moved to
Aylmer where he became involved with the Masonic Lodge, serving as
chaplain. At his death his family received a fine testimonial from his
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Masonic brethren. This framed document and the Prentiss piano are
currently on display in the museum of the Historical Society of the Gatineau.
The next occupants were George Prentiss and his sisters, Lottie and Mattie,
children of Harry. George later married Beatrice Newman, a nurse who cared
for Mattie. He had a beautiful rose garden, the envy of his neighbours, and
was called the "Rose Grower of Chelsea".
George's cook made delicious doughnuts and the children in the
neighbourhood were invited to gorge themselves after they had delivered
"Liberty" magazine, which at that time sold for .05 cents per copy.
At about the same time the store was constructed, another building was
added to the north. It was attached to the store, making a single edifice of all
three buildings. This latter building was to become known as "Yarrow
Cottage". It was occupied for many years during the summer months by Miss
Mary McKay Scott and two friends. Miss Scott was a poetess of some note
who wrote under the pen name "Yarrow" a book entitled "From the
Gatineau Hills":
The cottage was later occupied by Alice Hudson a girlhood friend of Nellie
(Wright) Garner a descendant of Philemon Wright's.
A fourth building on the Prentiss property but separated from the others
by a laneway, and probably constructed at the same time as the store and
"Yarrow Cottage". This building is smaller than the others. One can only

'See "Up the Gatineau", 1978 edition, p. 6
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guess that it was put up by the same builder as certain features of the windows
are here duplicated.
It was owned by Lottie Prentiss, a sister of George's, who was an absentee

landlord until the 1950's. It is currently owned by Mrs. Arthur.

Davies-Brooks-White House
This building was first occupied by Dr. Davies (see "Doctors"). It was
situated slightly north of Tom Moore's Hotel, facing Highway 11 /105.
The next occupants were Cecil c.P. Brooks (1891-1978) (son of Charles
Lennox Brooks and Marjorie Matchett) and his wife Effie Irene Lambert (1901?) with their three children.

it next came into the possession of the Whites. A general store and post
office was housed within its walls.

Charles A. Dewar Store
This general store was owned and operated by Charles A. Dewar and his
son, Felix. It was situated on the east side of Highway 11/105, about opposite
to Tom Moore's Hotel and adjacent to Horace Church's house (which see).
For a while the store was managed by Thomas Evans. Evans was born in
East Hawkesbury on April 18, 1850.. He died at Chelsea on May 16, 1908 and is
buried in the Chelsea Pioneer Cemetery.
One day the store was burned to the ground and although it was replaced
it is not certain where the second store was situated. It is possible that the
building known as the Dewar-O'Meara house, being the third house from the
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corner of the highway and the Chelsea Road, and on the south side, was the
site of the second store, or was merely the Dewar residence. The O'Mearas
occupied this house after the Dewars.
There is an O'Meara house also, in Old Chelsea.

Flynn-Clegg Store
This two storey building was situated on the west side of Highway 11 /105.
It was first occupied by a Mr. Flynn, possibly he who managed Burn's Hotel

"Shalimar", or a Flynn relative. See photo' of the store.
Henry Clegg was the next occupant. He sold honey and also insurance. It
is doubtful if there was any connection between the two activities.
The Cleggs moved south of Chelsea, establishing on a piece of property
owned by the Warburtons, which land had been part of the

Gilmour'~

"Garryhinch".

"Grannie" McAdam's Store
This building was on the west side of Highway 11/105 just south of the
somewhat larger Flynn-Clegg store. Mrs. McAdam was a small and businesslike person. She sold thread, needles, a few groceries and candy. "Grannie"
was popular, being loved by the local children, especially for the .01 cent
candies, part of her stock-in-trade.
No record has been located indicating the date of erection of the building.
Neither is it known when the good lady conducted her "business". It is
believed, however, that both were pre-1900. Senator, the Honourable John J.
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Connolly, P.c., Q.c. who lived in the newer Chelsea, as a boy, recalls ("Up the
Gatineau! - 1976, p. 2) that "Grannie" McAdam was nice to him and his
school chums. The Senator also reminisces that she bought her stock from a
Mr. Bonnell who had a green cart, white mustache, grey suit and fedora. He .
looked like Sir Charles Fitzpatrick and his cart smelled better than any other
cart except the baker's.

Scanlon-McCluskey Building
. This building was next to the Prentiss house and to the south of it, facing
Highway 11/105. It was originally a Scanlon home. Michael McCluskey ran a
store and the post office here. It was moved across the highway onto a lot
north of the Hudson Road. The building no longer exists.

McCloskey-Bambrick-Annstrong Building
This double house stood for many years on the south corner· of Highway
11/105 and the Chelsea Road. Charles McCluskey occupied the building and
may have operated a stopping place here.
Ed Bambrick ran the post office in this structure. later it came into the
possession of the Armstrongs. Armstrong conducted a business here,
handling the sale and repairs of plumbing fixtures, mowing machines, small
motors, etc.
The house and store no longer exists on the corner· which it occupied for
so long.
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Reid House

N.C.C.Heritage No. H14-374LH

The land upon which this house is situated was originally granted to
Caleb Brooks V (1800-1879). When Caleb moved to Low(e) with his
second wife the property may have come under the jurisdiction of his
brother John. The land 'then came into the possession of John Cameron,
son-in-law of John Brooks. Cameron had married Catharine Dunlop
Brooks, second daughter of John Brooks and Sarah Dunlap.
The two storey brick house standing slightly on the south side of the
road between Old Chelsea and the newer Chelsea was built about 1924 by
Charles Howard Reid (1878-1958), grandson of Thomas Reid and Lucy
Wright, daughter of Philemon's older brother, Thomas.

The house barn and outbuildings on the property were destined to
remain with the Reids for the next few generations. On the death of
Charlie in 1958 the farm passed to his oldest son, another Charles Howard
(1905-1970). The latter was known as Howard to distinguish him from
his father. Howard ran a thriving farm, selling his dairy

product~

in the

neighbourhood. When Howard died and the farm went to his only son, a
third Charles Howard, known, like his grandfather, as Charles.
The Reids were an Irish family which settled on the west side of the
Gatineau River. The pioneer, Thomas (1805-1874) an industrious man
and a good farmer, arrived in the province in 1824, located on the land,
at Kirk's Ferry in 1826.
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Gardner Church Jr's Home

N.C.C. Heritage No. H14-53

The first building on this site was probably of log or board construction, or
both, put up by the senior Gardner Church, (1799-1882). It is believed to have
been situated to the rear of the house erected by his son, Gardner Junior. For
many years it was used as a summer home by Dr. Charles Church, one of the
ten doctors produced by that remarkable family. Many of the Doctors Church
practiced in Aylmer and when they passed on were buried in Bellevue
Cemetery.
. Gardner Church Jr. (1832-1904) built his home in 1870, fifty years after his
father had arrived in Chelsea. The son was a master craftsman as
exaJ!lination of the building will attest. It was a whi te frame house, with a
red painted carriage house set to the rear. Whether the carriage house was
converted for the purpose from the home of his father is not clear.
The home of the son is situated at the junction of the Chelsea Road and
Highway 11/105 and faces towards Old Chelsea. The wooden fanlight over
the upstairs centre window is a Gatineau specialty, and was repeated, at one
time, in the O'Neil House. The deep return eaves, pillared porch, fanlight,
sidelights and 'vintage hardware of the main doorway and the intricately
finished interior all demonstrate Church's skills. Cecil Meredith - a grandson
- and Mrs. Meredith occupied this house for many years.

Horace Church House
Horace Church (1838-?) owned the house next to his brother, Gardner
Church Jr. The house in Horace's time had a glassed-in conservatory and an
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extensive verandah. One record indicates that Horace Church at one time
had some connection with Dewar's Store, perhaps as a silent partner.
Another record has it that Horace went with the "Fairbairn Gang" during the
gold craze in British Columbia, Mrs, Dodds in her book "Who's Which"
mentions the Fairbairns of the Wakefield area participating in the gold rush
saga which seems to confirm the record.
. This property was occupied later by the Mallorys.

The Seldon Church Home

Probably N.C.C. Heritage No 14-146

This house, a solidly built brick two-storey house, is located on the
opposite side of the highway from Seldon's two brothers, Gardner Jr. and
Horace, Seldon (1834-1911) will be remembered as the ten-year-old who "ran
the mail" from town to Chelsea, and who sounded his horn as he rode into
the village. He lived in Old Chelsea during the time he operated his tannery
there. In all likelihood his stay in Old Chelsea only lasted until his fine new
home was erected in the newer Chelsea. His wife was the former Eleanor
Grimes (1845-1936).
The house is now occupied by the Yuill family who have been there a
number of years.

Blacksmith Shops
There were two smithies. One was owned and operated by Harry Trowsse,
the other by Brian Kenney. Mr Trowsse was tall and thin. His face was very
white, with a long nose upon which at its tip rested his spectacles. His
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shoulders and back were decidedly stooped. The children obviously loved
him.
Mr. Trowsse was known for his craftsmanship in the construction of
household articles such as andirons, fireplace instruments, hinges, latches
and whatever the requirements were of his customers.
His shop and house stood on the south corner of the highway at Mill
Road, not far from the church which the family regularly attended.
Brian Kenny, the second smith, was a shoer of horses. He was Irish,
voluble and profane and a complete contrast of Harry Trowsse, being of
swarthy complexion and sporting a heavy black mustache.
Brian was married to a small quiet women who bore him two sons and a
daughter.
The Kenney establishment was on the road to Old Chelsea, on its south
side, next to the house which once stood on the corner of Highway 11/105.

Wright-Childs Fann
This farm home, at the end of Childs Road, was first occupied by Alonzo
Nicholas Wright (1883-1949) and his wife, Elizabeth Smith (1883-1964), one of
two sisters. Nellie, the sister married Philemon Hugh Wright, Alonzo's older
brother. There were three other brothers and four sisters, all children of
Christopher Columbus Wright Jr. and Hannah Latimer.
Elizabeth bore her husband twelve children, five boys and seven girls, all
of whom save one grew to adulthood and acquired spouses, and again all of
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these except one had families, to be followed in their turn by still another
generation.
Early in the 20th Century the family of Alonzo and Elizabeth moved with
their parents to a farm in the North Gower-Kars area, south of Ottawa.
The old farm, near the newer Chelsea was acquired by one of the Childs
family, originally headed by Thomas Ezra Childs 0849-1937) and his wife Eva
Lois Wright (1860-1938) daughter of the second Tiberius Wright.
The family did not occupy the house except for two sons of Thomas and
Eva, named Harry and Percy who stayed there at times when they were
working on the farm and used it as a home away from home.

Brooks-Fleury House
This house was constructed for or by John Brooks 0798-1878) of W~burn,
Massachusetts (his father, Caleb IV having married a sister of Philemon
Wright's wife). John had come with his brother, Caleb V 0800-1879) who was
two years younger, to Wright's Town (Hull) in 1822.
Each brother received 200 acre land grants adjacent to one another at
Chelsea. Caleb moved with his second wife, Ann Maria Dexter 0812-1883)
from Randolph, Vermont, to settle at Low(e), a few miles north of Chelsea, in
the belief that his first wife, Elizabeth Starr, had died of a disease and that he
had no wish to have Ann Maria incur the same malady and thus deprive
him of a second spouse.
John Brooks remained in Chelsea with his wife Sarah Dunlap apparently
acquiring his brother's property. The estate was bought by Charles Fleury at a
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public auction conducted by a grandson of John's, Cecil Brooks, and Charlie
Church (at the time Municipal Secretary) in 1914.
Fleury'S wife was Emma Leppard, whose youngest son, Arthur, acquired
the house and farm next, and stiIl owns it in the 1980's. The house is
substantially the same as in the possession of Brooks. The squared timber is
stiIl there, underneath the brick siding. An examination of a modern
photograph suggests that a front veranda, at one time, sheltered the front
door and two windows.
. An interesting document describes the road which leads to the house, as

follows;
"Hull, this 30th. Day of May, 1855. On this day have established a
road Commencing at the South half of Lot number eleven, eight range
of Hull and croping (sic) the tenth lot of same range in a north easterly
direction, sometimes bearing one way and another to the head of a
gully, then turning Easterly from thirty to forty Perches. Where it
communicates with the Gatineau Road.
signed James Corrigan (D.Y.V.?t

Charles Low Cottage
A yellowed newspaper clipping describes the cottage as being constructed
before the railway was established, prior to the turn of the century by Charles
Low. The cottage was roomy and well built, standing on property purchased
from Charlie Church. It was named "Sheiling". Mr. Low in addition to being
a minister was an artist of local note. The torn newspaper article leaves one

'Charles Fleury had at one time owned property at Kingsmere which was
bought by Prime Minister Mackenzie King, which upon his death passed to
the nation by the terms of his will.
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guessing where the cottage was situated but the impression is that it was in
the vicinity of the O'Neil House and the first Anglican Church.

"Garryhinch"
This old frame house stands on the east side of Highway No. 11/105 with
its side towards it. It is situated some 75 to 100 yards back from the highway,
and could be missed if one does not know its location. It is positioned south
of the railway tracks which cross the highway.
The house dates back to 1850 and belonged to the Gilmour family, the
lumberers, who operated the Gilmour Mills. Originally there was an elaborate
verandah across the front, with scalloped trim matching the verge board on
the front gable. There was also a heavy four-panelled front door with fanlight
and sidelights. Renovation included the addition of a large 3D-paned window
in the tower and the shifting of the entrance door to the north side of the
house.
Deep-silled windows extend almost from floor to ceiling, and there are
pine floors throughout. Hand-hewn beams are found in the main rooms.
The location of this house is ideal, the rear is towards the Gatineau River,
and the front affords a panorama of Chelsea and the Kingsmere hills.
Garryhinch was next lived in by a brother of Austin Wallace. Still later
Colonel Arthur Warburton, his wife, Dorothy (Webb) and family occupied
the place. The Colonel was for many years Treasurer for St. Mary Magdalene
Church. Mrs. Warburton could trace her descent from both the Wrights and
Chamberlains.
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The Hudson Farm (see Appendix A)
The original farmhouse was constructed of logs and stood on a grant of 200
acres of land received by Josephus Hudson (1800-1846). The log house was
large enough to accommodate Josephus, his wife Deidamia (1802-1862),
daughter of Jared Church, and their five boys and two girls.
For a number of years the foundation pattern was clearly to be perceived
on the ground to the rear of the house which replaced it. This replacement, a
red brick house,trimmed in marl brick, was built about 1860 by the first John
H].ldson (1836-1902), a son of Josephus. It would seem that he prepared it for
his bride, the first of two, Jane Link (1838-1866), whom he married in 1861.
She did not long survive. John married secondly Amelia (1840-1928),
daughter of Samuel Grimes.
Inside the house was the living room with a bay window in the front, a
wide hall, dining room, downstairs bedroom, with a spacious kitchen in the
ell. Upstairs were two large bedrooms, probably set as}de for the farm help.
The farm provided a fair living for a succession of Hudson owners. It was
noted for its prize-winning cattle.
Regretfully the old house was demolished in the second half of this
century to make room for a projected new highway. It is sud that the tree
lined drive ends nowhere.
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"Gospel Hill"
The area at the northern end of the newer Chelsea is formed by a slight
rise in the topography which was known locally as "Gospel Hill". The
highway at this point was bounded on either side by buildings which, at one
time or another, served as homes for the clergy of various Protestant faiths.
Here too was the first Anglican Church (St. Mary Magdalene, dedicated 1877,
demolished 1943)
/

Next door to St. Mary Magdalene Church, and to the south was:

The Anglican Rectory
A red brick two-storey house, with a Mansard roof. This building served as
home for a succession of Anglican priests. After World War II, the rectors
lived in the Anglican rectory in Hull, serving St. James in Hull, St. Georges in
Gatineau and St Marys in Chelsea. The Chelsea rectory was turned over for
private residence.

The Manses and Parsonages
Both the Methodists and Presbyterians had separate churches, supplying
their clergy with homes for them and their families.
1925 saw the union of the Congregtional, Presbyterian and Methodist
Churches of Canada. The union in Chelsea became the Chelsea United
Church. Two years later the old Presbyterian Church and first parsonage were
demolished.
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Various houses served as parsonages and manses in the "Gospel Hill"
area. The Presbyterians at different times provided homes for their ministers
on one side of the highway or the other. On the west side, next to the O'Neil
House was the building which served the Presbyterians as a parsonage which
later became the private residence of Graham and of Clark.
On the east side of the highway, south of the Anglican rectory a couple of
two-storey brick houses each in time became parsonages or manses. The more
southerly one is the manse of the United Church to this day. Previously this
had been the home of P.W. Currie and family,' long associated with the
church.
The one to the north was built by the Methodists in 1909, on a site which
had ,previously been occupied by a school in which Rev. Asa Meech had
taught. The land was purchased from Dr. T.B. Davies. The bUilding has had
various owners including the Tom Nankins and the Dick Morrisons. It has
been rented several times.
Back on the west side was the home of Alonzo Campbell a member of the
Chelsea Board of Trustees of the United Church. This building was probably
built between 1880 and 1900.
Further south, towards the centre of the village, between the home of Dr.
Davies and Grannie McAdams was a building which also served as a manse
before it became the home of the Halls.

'A Currie daughter, brought up in Chelsea, now serves as a volunteer guide
at the Bytown Museum in Ottawa.

98

Thomas Nankin (1886-1968) and his wife the former Jennie Gertrude
Chamberlin (1884-1967) occupied one of the former manses in the newer
Chelsea. Both were long-time members of the United Church.

The United Church
Before 1925 the United Church in Chelsea did not exist as an entity in
itself. It was in that year that the three former
Protestant congregations across
,
Canada, the Methodists, the Presbyterians and the Congregationalists joined
together to form the United Church of Canada. However, it was eleven years
earlier, in 1914, that the Chelsea Presbyterian and Methodist Churches were
joined as a Local Union. There were two separate buildings.
The first Protestant preacher was the Rev. Asa Meech· whom we first met
in Old Chelsea, and who settled near the lake which today bears his name.
Apparently the Rev. Meech, a Congregational minister, extended his ministry
to include Chelsea. It has been recorded that in winter he and his family
travelled the five and a half miles from his farm by sleigh, and in summer by
wagon.
On Sundays he preached the gospel and supervised the Sunday School. On
weekdays the Rev. Meech managed to find the time to teach school in the
village. How the reverend gentleman organized himself to perform these
civic services, as well as to run a well-regulated farm is. almost beyond
concept. It is believed that Mr. Meech conducted services in private homes, as
was the custom about 150 years ago. It is assumed that teaching on week-days
was performed in the same fashion, with the children collected in one home
or another.
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It is interesting that at the time the Rev. Meech received his grant of land,

others who were to figure prominently in the two Chelseas also received land
grants, these being Gardner Church, Josephus Hudson, Nathaniel
Chamberlain, John Chamberlain, Josiah Chamberlain, Robert Moore, Charles
Walker, Elisha Sheffield, Joseph F. Booth, William Jeffs and Thomas Wright.
In the cases of Nathaniel Chamberlain and Thomas Wright, these must be
the sons of fathers with the same name. Both fathers had died, in 1801, within
the year after arrival from New England. The death of Thomas Wright Senior
is marked by a memorial stone in the Protestant Cemetery in Old Chelsea.

Methodism
On September 4, 1826 the Annual Methodist Conference of Upper Canada
(Ontario) organized the Hull Circuit and Station (across the Ottawa River) in
Wright's Town (Hull), in those areas described later as South Hull and West
Hull.
In 1827 plans were in hand for a Methodist Chapel in Hull. This was

constructed, being served by the Rev. Philander Smith as Minister, the Rev.
George Bissell as Circuit Preacher, John Maitland as Local Preacher, John Dale
and Thomas Black as Exhorters. James Wilson and Archibald Magee were
Class Leaders.
The Chelsea Branch of the Hull Circuit, in 1846, was listed in the records,
the following being subscribers to Missionary Funds, Miss S.A. Farrell, John
Meech (Asa's son), Philip Farrell, James Hall, Mary Cates, and Miss Earl.
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In 1849 the Hull Circuit was divided and the Aylmer Circuit assumed the
supervision of Aylmer, Chelsea and Cantley. Unfortunately Chelsea's
contributions fell short that year, and in consequence Richard Sully was
appointed to solicit subscriptions in the Chelsea area. His efforts must have
proved fruitful as, in 1853, Brother John Meech made a return of £7-17-0 from
Chelsea.
According to records, now held in Toronto, Chelsea became an organized
congregation by 1846. These records also show the Ministers of the Hull
Circuit, from 1840 to 1846 and the Aylmer Circuit in 1849, were:
John W. McIntyre
George Beynon
Wm, H. Williams
Henry Shaler
Joseph Reynolds
Francis Coleman
George Young
James A. Elliott.

1840
1841
1842
1843-44
1845
1846
1847
1848-49

The first members of the Methodist Class at Chelsea recorded for 1859 were
as follows:
John Meech
Charles Chamberlain
Mary Meech
John Allen
William Childs
Olivia Barber
Elizabeth Oatley
Hannah Chamberlain

Class Leader
Steward

Mrs. Leppard
Ann Trouse (Trowsse)
Mary Farrell
Mary Hall
Mrs. Ellard
Mary Pool
James Hall
Miss Falingar

Regretfully a few years later the number of members had so dwindled that
Chelsea disappeared from the Aylmer Circuit records,
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The Presbyterians
Although the Presbyterians in Chelsea had no ordained minister they had
constructed a church. It occupied the brow of a hill overlooking the Gatineau
and was dedicated on September 29,1858. The Rev. Alexander Spence of St.
Andrew's Church, Bytown, preached the opening sermon.
The congregation pressed the Presbytery for an ordained minister to be
assigned to Chelsea. The response to the pressure indicated that could a sum
of £40, per annum, be raised for his maintenance their request would be met.
The Presbyterians in the Gatineau settlements between Hull and Wakefield
agreed that an assessment of four dollars upon each head of family or
land<;>wner would take care of their commitment. Accordingly, on February
19th,1862 the Presbytery sanctioned the continued use of the church and
supplied an encumbent minister, the Rev. Hugh

J. Borthwick.

Mr. Borthwick stayed until 1864, when he resigned. He was followed by
the Rev. James Sieveright, formerly of Ormiston, inducted in March of 1865.
At Ironside, three miles or so nearer Hull, Mr. Sieveright had recently
organized a congregation which was joined to the Chelsea Charge.
The few remaining Methodists decided to join the Presbyterians, rather
than being required to travel miles to a church of their own denomination.
The Aylmer Methodist Circuit records show that abou't 1864 the twelve
names listed as the Chelsea Class were indicated as "dropped".
The first Session meeting of the Chelsea Presbyterian Church was held at
St. Andrew's Church, presided over by the Moderator Rev. Alex Spence. The
Chelsea elders attending were Messrs. McDonald, Clegg, McKinnon, Patterson
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and Hamilton. The first communion service was administered by the
Moderator, on Dec. 3D, 1862. Those who partook were:
James Booth
Mr. & Mrs. John Mather
Mr. & Mrs. David Blackburn
Mr. & Mrs. Reid
Mrs. Peter McLeod
Mr. & Mrs. William Hamilton

James Ardes
Mrs. Agnes Stuble
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Blackburn
Mr. & Mrs. William Steel
Mr. & Mrs. Thos. Westgate'

The affairs of the Presbyterian Church thrived to the extent that the
Communion Roll, by the end of 1862 had more than doubled.
The Presbyterian Manse was situated behind and to the south of their
church. A later manse was acquired, which was used until about 1914.

Revival of Methodism
By 1873 the number of Methodists in Chelsea, Cantley, Templeton and
Ironside had increased sufficiently that the London Conference authorized
the organization of the Chelsea Methodist Mission, with the Rev. Peter Ker in
charge.
This revival is reflected on page 14 of "Unto the Hills", by Norma & Stuart
Geggie, by the following mention: "lately we have preached at Chelsea and we
find old sympathies awakened for Methodism."
The first Quarterly Board Meeting was held at Templeton Church on
August 9, 1873, with Rev. Ker presiding and W.R. McLatchie acting as leader.
The first stewards appointed were Brothers Barber and Langford. Others
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nominated to the Board were Thos. Fraser, Richard Barber, John T. Barnes,
Hugh.McLatchie and Edward Thompson.
A committee was appointed, at this meeting to locate suitable land for the
erection of a church. Gardner Church, grandfather of Cecil E. Meredith, at the
time Pastoral Charge Treasurer, generously presented land for the purpose.
. In February of 1875 the Quarterly Board was given authorization to erect a

Wesleyan Methodist Church in the Village of Chelsea. Board members were
John Hudson, John Barnes, Wm. Barnes, Elijah Smith, Robert Evans, John A.
JOI~es,

Richard Hall and John Meech. A number of other family names which

appeared, from time to time, in the records of the day, dating back to the early
settlers, included Headley, Dewar, Fleury, Prentiss, Olmstead and Hopper.
Although the church was not finally completed until 1884, it was possible
for it to be used in August, 1875. A Sunday School was organized that year,
with John Meech, the Rev. Asa's son, as the first superintendent. According
to the records the sexton for the church received an annual salary of $12.
Despite the enthusiasm generated by the erection of the church and
moving into it, the financial picture was not too bright and, therefore, there
was a wait of some seven years until it was possible, in 1882, to build a
parsonage. This was located approximately 250 yards south of the railway
crossing which now exists on the road from Hull.
It survived until 1955 when it burned.

The records do not mention a Ladies Aid in those early days, but it may be
assumed that the women worked diligently to assist in the raising of funds
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for the erection of the parsonage. A "social", it is recorded, was held in
Chelsea on July 2, 1878, which raised the sum of $38.50, for which the ladies
received due appreciation and thanks.
By 1890 a brighter

er~

had dawned, finances had improved, due to the

untiring efforts of the'Rev. W.M. Hanna, minister since 1887, and the loyal
support of the congregation. In spite of a carefully worded endorsement of the
work of Brother Hanna for the past three years, addressed to the Stationing
Committee, he was not allowed to retain his Chelsea appointment and was
moved elsewhere.
The twenty years between 1890 and 1910 disclosed a steady growth
spiritually, numerically and financially in the Chelsea Circuit, which still
included Templeton and Ironside. Cantley during this period had become a
separate mission.
The year 1902 marked the deaths of John Hudson and James Stothers, the
former a charter member and the latter a long-time member.
In 1908 the discussion planning of the Quarterly Board, which originated

in 1904, for a new parsonage site, ended with the decision to sell the first one
for $600. A lot was bought from Dr. T.B. Davies and the second parsonage was
built in 1909. Rev. Cleland was the first minister to occupy it. Later still, it
was owned and occupied by Thomas Nankin.
Both the Methodist and Presbyterian Churches continued to fill the
spiritual needs of their congregations independent of each other.
Nevertheless, there was a strong bond between the two peoples; many
attending the others' services.
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In 1914, because of a dwindling Presbyterian congregation it was decided to
join forces with the Methodists. Both the Presbyterian Church and manse
were finally demolished in 1927.
The records of the Methodists, in 1924, show the Pastoral Charge still
consisted of Chelsea, Ironside and West Templeton, the Stewards being R.
Maxwell, S. Hudson, Thos. Childs, Wm. Olmstead, W.H. Barber, E. Sharpley
and W.R. McLatchie.
In 1928 the Pastoral Charge was changed to include Chelsea, Ironside and
E,astview (Vanier) and the minister was the Rev. T.]. Vickery, who with his
wife, lived in Ottawa. The Chelsea parsonage was rented until it was finally
sold in 1934. The following year the Ironside Church was also sold. At that
time a Chelsea Board of Trustees was elected, composed of T.E. Brydges, 1.
Wills, Alonzo Campbell, S.E. Hudson, Wm. Lee, C.E. Meredith, A. Kenny,
Thos. Nankin, Wm. Childs, M. Freeman and P.W. Currie.
Extensive alterations were made to the church, in 1938, It was raised on a
foundation of cement blocks, allowing space for a new basement hall. The
Ladies Aid furnished a new kitchen and provided $200 towards a new
furnace. The pews from the defunct Ironside Church were donated to
Chelsea for installation there.
Between 1945 and 1947 there were difficult times because there was no
manse for a permanent pastor. On January 28, 1946 came another change
when Chelsea, Cantley and Poltimore were brought together as the Chelsea
Pastoral Charge. Other arrangements were made for Eastview.
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Finally, in 1947 the Rev. Wesley A. Morris accepted a call as Minister. A
small house was purchased as a manse. As finances were again at a low ebb,
many hours of voluntary labour were needed to make the manse comfortable
and to supply certain furnishings. It appears also that some necessary repairs
to the church ceiling were required at that time. Somehow these repairs were
carried out despite the lack of funds.
The 1949 Board of Session which consisted of P.W. Currie and Thos. J.
Nankin was expanded to include four new members. Ten years later the first
woman elder, Mrs. Carman Freeman, was elected.
By the end of the term of Rev. Morris, in 1950, the membership of the
three congregations at Chelsea, Cantley and Poltimore had risen to 238.
Similarly there was an upward financial trend. A new and more satisfactory
manse was acquired, the former residence of P.W. Currie being bought for
$8,000. The church itself was expanded, as well as the basement hall to take
care of the increased use made of both. These extensions were completed in
1958, being dedicated on April 27, 1958. Nineteen fifty-nine saw the
installation of a Lowry organ, and in June the Rev. Archie Manson accepted
the pastorate of the Church. In 1962 through the interest of a summer
resident in Chelsea, a gift of pews from the Glebe United Church in Ottawa as
received. Also in 1962 came the One Hundredth Anniversary Celebrations.

Organizations
As in most churches, of whatever denomination, it is the practice of
congregations to form organizations for the social interaction of its
membership and as a training experience for their young. One of the by107
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products of the activities of these bodies was the raising of funds for church
purposes and other worthy causes or projects. The activities of such bodies
have waxed and waned over the years, according to the needs of the times
and the voluntary leadership provided by individuals. The following is a list
of known organizations of the United Church in Chelsea:
Ladies Aid (first mentioned in records in 1912) name changed to Women's
Association, then to United Church Women.
Mens Club.
. British & Foreign Bible Society, Chelsea Circuit.
Sunday School, commenced by Rev. Asa Meech, in 1820's.
Young Peoples' Group (org. 1936).
Canadian Girls in Training (e.G.LT.) & Explorer Groups (org. 1953).
Tyro & Sigma C. Boys' Groups (arg. 1954).
!;loys Teen Club and Senior Young Peoples' Union (org. 1959).
Hi-C Group for Teenagers (org. 1960).
For a more complete history, reference is made to "Chelsea United
Church, An Historical Sketch, 1862-1962", by Miss Gladys Bearman.

Church of St. Mary Magdalene (Church of England)
Preamble
In 1820 Philemon Wright wrote to the Governor-General, Earl Dalhousie,

appealing for help in the erection of a church in Hull, on land he was wiling
to donate. The answer came in the form of a government contribution of
£500, however there was a stipulation that the people concerned should raise
a matching sum. This they did, and St. James Church, as it was called, was
built and finally dedicated in August of 1830.
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The Rev. Amos Ansley, an S.P.G: Missionary, had arrived in the area in
1823 to take charge of the mission, which was a huge one, consisting of Hull,
Eardley, Nepean, Onslow, Gloucester, Clarendon, McNab (Arnprior), March,
Fitzroy, Goulbourne, Clarence, Lanark, Buckingham, Huntley (Carp),
Lochaber and Templeton.

His home, which he only saw between his

horseback rides around the circuit, was on the reserve-farm near Fairy Lake.
Mr. Ansley resigned his charge in 1832. He was followed by the Rev. A.H.
Burwell. It was during Mr. Burwell's ministry that Christ Church, Bytown,
came into being as a mission of St. James.
In 1837 Mr. Burwell was succeeded by the Rev. S.S. Strong. It was not long

before Mr. Strong found himself in charge of a growing mission far too great
for one man. In 1842 he left Hull to take charge of Christ Church in Bytown.
The Rev. J.B.G. Johnston was appointed Rector of St. James in 1842, to fill
the vacancy left by the move of Rev. Strong. He served in that capacity for the
next 23 years, when the church was destroyed by fire, in 1865. Immediately
after the destruction of St. James the Rector and the congregation decided to
build a second church, at a different location. The first site was retained for
several years but was eventually sold. At this time Canon Johnston died,
being replaced by the Rev. F.R. Smith.

The Church Of England In Chelsea

Early in 1875 the Rev. F.R. Smith, newly ordained into the Anglican
ministry, was assigned by Bishop Oxenden of Montreal, to take charge of
Chelsea, Templeton and Portland. Templeton was then a new station and Mr.
'Society for the Propagation of the Gospel
109

Smith served from that place, Portland was then vacant. The following year,
1876, Mr, Smith served Portland but was living in Chelsea,
Bishop Oxenden in 1875 had decided that Chelsea should have a church of
its own and had directed the young Mr. Smith to take charge of the parish and
to initiate the necessary steps to effect this. The priest quickly set about the
task. The congregation contributed liberally and the Gilmour Company
supplied the required lumber at less than cost. In 1877, the new building,
which had been erected at the north end of the Village on a high knoll, was
dedicated by the Rev. Canon Johnston, representing Bishop Oxenden.
In July of 1877 the Rev. Robert Kerr was appointed to the new station at
Chelsea. He was the first married priest who lived in Chelsea. It was his first
posting but he only remained for one year,
Cl1elsea was vacant in 1878 but was served by the Rev. F.R. Smith, who
was at Templeton for the early part of the year. Mr. Smith took the service
every Sunday afternoon at Chelsea for about a year, An interesting wedding
took place on May 23, 1878 when the Rev. Mr. Smith was married to Barbara
Edith Jane, the daughter of Canon and Mrs. Johnston.
From 1879 to 1885 Chelsea was without the regular ministrations of a
priest, except for a divinity student from Montreal who took charge of the
mission during the summer for two or three years.
In 1885, the Rev. S. Moore, newly ordained in 1884 served the area from

Portland.
The next resident clergyman in Chelsea was the Rev. George Johnson,
who did much to revive the interest of the people in church work. It was
during his incumbency that a commodious parsonage was constructed in
Chelsea, At this time there were some 23 families and 9 or 10 individuals. In
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addition to Chelsea, Mr. Johnson also served Ironside and Templeton. He
resigned in 1888, being replaced by the Rev. W.A. Pyles.
Mr. Pyles saw to the completion of the parsonage. He, with Mrs. Pyles,
organized a very active Women's Guild, of which Mrs. Alonzo Wright was
the Honorary President. Mrs. Pyles was herself elected as its first President.
This euphory was not to last. Apparently, about 1890 there was a decline, as
the church records show in September of that year that nearly fifty souls had
left the mission in the past fifteen months.

The last entry in the parish

register by Mr. Fyles was dated June 24,1891.
Mr. Pyles was succeeded by the Rev. Aaron A. Allen who recorded his first
official act on November 8, 1891, five years later a very much brighter picture
was evident.
In 1896 Mrs. Alonzo Wright presented a beautiful marble font to St. Mary

Magdalene. The same year the church was reshingled and painted. A new
verandah was built and other improvements made to the parsonage.' A
deanry report for 1896 stated that St. Mary Magdalene was free of all debt, and
incidentally this report indicated that there was no graveyard which belonged
to the church. It was further reported that two services and one Sunday
School were conducted every Sunday.
Some time later Mrs. Allen died and as Mr. Allen's health was failing he
decided to resign in the autumn of 1901. He died in 1903. The next minister
was the Rev. H.A. Naylor, appointed in November 1901, whose incumbency
was to last for three years. He also took summer services at Kingsmere and
Meech Lake. In the spring of 1904 Mrs. Alonzo Wright died, bequeathing in
her will $20,000 to the Mission Pund and $10,000 for work in the Gatineau.
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There followed a succession of incumbents, including the Reverends J.A.
Lackey, RP. Taylor, P.A. Allen, W.H. Nicholson and E. Geoffry May. Mr.
May'S son, Stephen, wrote about the church to which his father had been
appointed early in the spring of 1925
"The Church of St. Mary Magdalene was a grey frame structure that
stood behind, or to the north, of the rectory (parsonage). It had the
familiar peaked roof, and windows of the type that, I believe, are called
'Lancet'. The interior was varnished throughout, and a large coconut
matting ran the length of the nave. A faded red carpet covered the floor
of the chancel and sanctuary. The ,altar tail ran across the upper third of
the chancel to form the small sanctuary. Lighting was accomplished by a
number of oil lamps suspended by brackets from the walls. The meagre
output of light was bolstered by various type of reflectors which fanned
out behind the lamps. There was a wheezy old harmonium which
made a joyful noise proportionate to the energy and ability of the
organist. There was no pulpit and sermons were delivered from the
chancel steps, or from the lectern. Off the chancel there was a small
vestry, with a robe cupboard."
In the 1930's, during the great depression, there were hard times, with
accompanying financial difficulties. In 1934 Mr. May left the parish to take up
duties at Lachute. The elderly Rev. W.B. Morgan, rector of St. Martin's,
Woodroffe, in 1935, began a five year term of Chelsea visits for the Sunday
services. Unfortunately, Mr. Morgan suffered failing eyesight, and although
he was helped by his son, a theology student, in 1939 and 1940, he was forced
to retire late in 1940. As a war measure Canon L.P. Crothers, of Hull, took
over the Chelsea Mission in 1940.
Matters did not seem to improve. The war was causing many family
disruptions and the membership of the congregation was at its lowest ebb.
Added to this was the poor condition of the fabric of the church and the many
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needed repairs. The reluctant decision was reached, in 1943, to secularize
(deconsecrate) the church, pull it down, and sell the property.
Fourteen years were to pass, during which world peace was to be restored,
before a second St. Mary Magdalene was to be constructed. In 1948 Canon
C.W. Earle replaced <;::anon Crothers at both St. James and St. Mary'S. At the
time there were ·only twelve families left in the congregation at Chelsea. In
1950 the United Church generously offered their church building to the
Anglicans for services.
Interest in planning for a church of their own again occupied the church
members, whose numbers were slowly on the increase. Arrangements were
entered into to raise the necessary funds to finance construction. Success met
their unflagging efforts, resulting in the erection of a church during the
winter of 1956-7, on a lot presented personally by Right Reverend John Dixon,
of Montreal. The new church was built this time on the west side of Highway
11/105 on property the Bishop bought from Mr. Cecil Meredith.
Thus the second St. Mary Magdalene came into being to fill the needs and
aspirations of the congregation of the day, and
for generations .it is hoped
\
would follow.
On June 24, 1965 the Clarendon Deanery, of which St. Mary Magdalene is
part, was transferred from the Diocese of Montreal to that of Ottawa,
shortening thereby the lines of communication.
The Ladies' Guild and Sunday Schools have at different times thrived and
receded. The contributions of volunteers associated with these organizations,
indeed of all volunteers in whatever capacity, have been, and will continue to
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be, welcomed by each incumbent minister and by the congregations of the
day:
In 1896, Mrs. Vivian records that there were 12 different sects in Chelsea:
Church of England, Presbyterian, Baptist (closed), Honerite, Church of Rome,
Methodist, Seventh Day Adventist, Reformed Epis., Catholic Apostolic,
Baptist (open), Sabbatarian and Salvationists.

The Chelsea Pioneer Cemetery
. This cemetery, finally receiving its name, in 1986, from the Historical
Society of the Gatineau as the Chelsea Pioneer Cemetery, while not quite as
old as the two cemeteries located in Old Chelsea, is noteworthy on several
counts. Firstly, it is the final resting place of several pioneers in the general
area.. Secondly, here a memorial was raised to honour the only Canadian
soldier who was recommended to receive one of the seven scarves of honour
crocheted by Queen Victoria, the highest award for valour which can be
bes~owed

upon a person serving in Her Majesty's fighting forces.

The remaining difference from other old cemeteries is the fact that the
Historical Society actually owns the burying ground which a few years ago
was persuaded to acquire it for a very modest price, the intent being to
preserve the site from further encroachment by natural growth and from the
intrusiort of farm animals.

The cemetery lies on a slight rise of ground at the northern end of the
village, within fifty to sixty yards from the highway, on property once owned

"For a more complete history reference is made to "Church of St. Mary
Magdalene, Chelsea, Quebec, 1975-1965" by Mrs. Jean Vivian.
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· by Gardner Church Sr. and which in the course of time came into the
possession of his grandson, Cecil Meredith.
Here a few memorials to the pioneers were set up by families and friends,
amongst which settlers were:
Gardner Church Sr. (1799-1882), with his wife, Martha (Patty) Cone (18021876) are buried in this cemetery, which he seemed to have shared with his
friends and neighbours. Gardner Church came to Hull in 1819 from Campton
Village, Grafton County, New Hampshire, at the same time as Josephus
Hudson. Both moved to Chelsea a short while later. Gardner married
Martha, a daughter of Thomas Cone and Alice Burbank, in 1824, ten children
being born to them. Some of their children are buried nearby. William H.H.
who died aged nine, Hannah B. died at 27 and Gardner Church Jr. (1833-1904).
Nearby is the memorial to their daughter Minnie, who married John K.
Meredith.
Christopher Columbus Wright (1834-1906), and his wife Hannah Latimer
(1844-1911). Christopher was a grandson of Philemon Wright and son of
Christopher Columbus Wright Sr. It was the latter who built his house at the
top of Christie Wright's Hill (Mile Hill).
John Chamberlin (1793-1837) and his wife Mary Bloss (1789-1889) (her
name may have originally been Du Blois). John was one of the four
Chamberlin brothers brought by Philemon Wright to set up his mills. They
came from Lowell, Massachusetts. The original Chamberlin ancestors came
from England to settle in New England early in the 17th Century. John
Chamberlin and his son, John Charles, drowned in the Gatineau River when
their canoe overturned as they were going to Bytown for supplies.
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John Docksteader Meech (1825-1901), son of Rev. Asa Meech, and two of
his sons, Steven H, died aged 26, and Silas A, died aged 24. John married
Mary Elizabeth Church (1836-1917), daughter of Gardner Church Sr. and
Martha Cone.

The Meech family was long connected with the Methodist

Church in Chelsea.
John A Cameron (1857-1890) and Duncan Cameron (1781-1857). These
two gentlemen

wen~

probably of the family of Hugh Cameron, farmer at

Ironside.
James Leslie Stothers (1871-1892) and Hattie Stothers (1863-1891) were of
the family of James and Harriet Slothers who kept a temperance hotel in the
newer Chelsea. Later the father and son purveyed meat in the area.
James Hudson (1870-1891). This would be the stone set up for William
James, son of William Hudson and Eliza Rivington. The Hudsons were well
known and thought of in the Chelsea area.
Sarah Moore (1843-1903) wife of Thomas J. Davies. These persons were
part of the family of the Doctors Davies of Chelsea, Ottawa and Danford Lake.
Thomas Evans, born in East Hawkesbury in 1850, died at Chelsea in 1908,
was manager of Charles A Dewar store.
Now for the story of Private Richard Rowland Thompson, he who won
the Scarf of Honour.
We iri Canada have been brought up that the Mounties always get their
man ~ well, nearly always. The man-getting slogan of the R.CM.P., for once,
was adopted by Bombardier Ken Richardson of the Department of National
Defence's information services. Here's how!
Napoleon's contention that an army marches on its stomach is only
partially true. Any old soldier will verify that an army cannot move, or even
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stay put, without reams of paperwork being completed, requisitions for this,
orders for that, records or forms for something else, all to be completed in
triplicate, quadruplicate, or quintuple amounts, or even six or seven times,
for distribution to the Commanding Officer-in-Chief, the Commanding
Officer, his deputy and all the Officers Commanding, etc., etc. If there isn't a .
record then the thing .or person never existed, doesn't now exist and would
never exist in the future. It took a sweet little old lady to throw a monkey
wrench into the works. It wasn't actually a monkey wrench but merely a few
khaki coloured wool scarves which gummed up the machinery. The dear
soul had crocheted seven scarves which she intimated were to be awarded for
extra special valour, over and above the already instituted Victoria Cross.
The War Office of the day (at the time of the South African, or Boer, War at the turn of the century) no doubt tried to persuade the good lady that such
action could bring the war effort to a grinding and shuddering halt. However,
as the little old lady just happened to be Queen Victoria, she, it was said, was
not amused, and in consequence some seven beautifully crocheted scarves in
khaki coloured Berlin wool, with Her Majesty's cypher, V.R.1. emblazoned on
one of the knots at the fringed end, all executed by the Queen herself, were
awarded to seven valiant military men of the then British Empire forces, one
of them being a Canadian soldier, serving in far off South Africa. And this is
where the army records strayed a little, or rather, were incomplete.
The records indicated that one soldier from Canada, namely Private
Richard Rowland Thompson, had been the proud recipient of one of the
Queen's Scarves of Honour, and his acts of valo'!r had indeed been truly
recorded. What had not been recorded was the last resting place of this
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departed Canadian hero and what had become of his scarf. These then were
the problems passed by the army to Bombadier Ken Richardson in 1960.
The eight months of sleuthing of Bombadier Richardson and his twin
successes in solving Private Thompson's grave site and the whereabouts of
his scarf would have been worthy of recording in the annals of the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police.
The story was fully related by Mrs. Lillian Walton in the 1980 issue of "Up
the Gatineau!" published by the Society.
It is sufficient to say here that the remains of Private Thompson lie in this

Chelsea cemetery simply because he had chosen to marry a local girl, Bertha
Alexander (1876-1962) of Meech Lake, and moreover, he had expressed a wish
to be buried in this particular cemetery. Incidentally, Bertha (Alexander)
Thompson remarried. Nevertheless, she lies buried next to her first hero
husband.
The scarf itself was traced by Richardson to Samuel Thompson in Ireland,
a nephew of Private Thompson, who generously presented it on permanent
loan to the Canadian nation. It is currently in the custody of the War
Museum in Ottawa.
With due ceremonial the memory of Private Richard Rowland
Thompson's outstanding valour has been marked at the cemetery, and
happily the army's records are no longer incomplete, except for a single
question. Were the efforts of Bombardier Ken Richardson, who solved the
twin problems given to him ever recognized by a grateful army records office?
A colourful ceremony of rededication was held in May of 1986 at which a
large crowd turned out to hear the keynote speaker, Mrs. Jean Pigott,
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Chairman of the National Capital Commission, who is herself a pioneer
descendant, declare the cemetery to be the The Chelsea Pioneer Cemetery.
Private Thompson was not forgotten as a wreath was placed at his grave,
presented by the Canadian Government.
A recording of this cemetery's gravestones plus the Thompson story

maybe procured. at a modest price from the Ottawa Branch of the Ontario
Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 8346, Ottawa, Ontario K1G 3H8. The code
number of the booklet is N082-13.

The Gilmours' Gatineau Mills
Mention was made earlier of the Gilmours' logging operations on the
Gatineau River. In the river at Chelsea Falls was a large island which was to
become the scene of extensive sawmill activities.
As early as 1832 Nathaniel Blasdell, an engineer and forger of axes,' had
with his brother Julius Caesar, erected a mill across one channel of the rapids
on property acquired from Gardner Church. It is not known how long it ran,
By mid-century much of the trade had moved from squared timber to that
of planks and boards, although logs which had been hewn square were still
being used in construction. The foreign market had shifted to the United
States from Britain, which for many years had used Canadian timber for the
tall masts and her wooden fighting ships. Still later would come a changeover to pulp logs to be used in the manufacture of newsprint and other paper
products.
The Gilmours, of Scottish descent, formed a company under the name of
Gilmour & Co. This company entered the timber trade in a large way, having
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interests in Bytown, Hull and up the Gatineau, the latter commencing in the
1840's. The site of the mill on the island at Chelsea was known to the
company as the Gilmours' Gatineau mills. The 1875 directory (see Appendix
B) calls the place Gatineau Mills. Locally the complex which was developed
on the island was called Gilmours' Mills.
It will be recalled that the hotel keeper at Old Chelsea, John Dunn, prior to

his hotel days had been a river driver. It should be explained that a "driver"
was the man responsible for keeping the logs moving downriver towards the
mills. If it should happen, and it did fairly frequently, that the logs became
jammed against the rocks, usually at one of the falls or chutes, it was the
driver's job, an extremely dangerous one, to locate the key log in the jam and
to free it with the men and tools at his disposal. Once freed they had to
scramble to safety, jumping from log to log, sure-footed in their calked boots,
before the mighty jam, now free of restraint, came tossing down the river
after them. The race to shore was not always won by the men and so more
drownings were marked on the river's scorecard. At times it was not possible
to free the jams by the method described above, in these cases dynamite was
used.
Two other names associated with driving on the Gatineau River were
John Mather & Sammuel Bingham. John Mather, a Scot, arrived on the scene
in 1857, proving himself a skilled woods and mill manager for the Gilmours.
He spent almost twenty years on the island, leaving the company in 1876.
Mather moved to Ottawa, invested in property on Laurier Avenue East
where he had a house built for him at 453, which was called "Munross". He
had intended it to be named "Montrose" from whence he had haled in
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Scotland. Scottish burr had made it sound like "Munross", and so it
remained.
Mather had previously built a house at 474 Wilbrod Street which was
occupied by his daughter, Jennie. His brother James was a prominent Ottawa
architect. John Mather was buried at Old Chelsea in the Protestant Cemetery.
Although Samuel Bingham, born in 1841 in Lower Bytown was a driver,
and handled the Gilmours' logs, he was not in their employment. He had
gained his experience as a millhand at Almonte. Later he became a saw-filer.
Feeling that the latter was a dead-end job he turned to the logging activities
on the Gatineau River. In 1878 he received a contract from Gilmour &
Company and the W.e. Edwards Company for driving and rafting on the
river, remaining in this capacity for nearly thirty years.
Further downriver from Chelsea the Gatineau Boom Company, of which
Bingham was also the operator, took over the sorting of the logs of the two
companies. This was probably at Ironside, known to have been the scene of
the Gilmours' piling grounds.
Bingham became known as the "King of the Cascades" (Alonzo Wright
having pre-empted the title of "King of the Gatineau"). Bingham received his
naming from the great chute on the Gatineau known to this day as Cascades.
Although he worked on the Gatineau River, Bingham lived on Sussex
Street, Ottawa, near the present-day National Research Council. He travelled
back and forth either by horse & buggy or by train. Because of the seasonal
nature of his employment he found time to enter local politics, becoming
Mayor of Ottawa in 1897.
Bingham, a man known for his generosity, signed over his monthly
mayoralty pay cheque to some deserving charity, one month Catholic, the
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next Protestant. He also paid for the construction of a small park in Lower
Town, called Bingham Square. The park disappeared when the approaches to
the Macdonald-Cartier Bridge were put in.
On the night of June 16, 1905, after a day on the river, he received a
telegraph that a log-jam was forming at Cascades. He hired a rig about
midnight and set off for the site of the jam. He and his man worked all night,
managing to free the jam before dawn. With his hired rig he headed to
Wakefield for some well-earned shut-eye, but sleep overtook him on the way.
The horse walked into the river for a drink, lost its footing, and ca,rried the
buggy & the sleeping occupant into deep water, where it tipped, drowning
Bingham.
The year 1883 saw the start of a depression which apparently came to its
peaR in 1890. The Gilmours did not weather the financial crisis too well, and
as a result it was decided to dissolve Gilmour & Co., reorganizing and putting
together another company, John Gilmour & Co. John's cousin, John David,
entering the company as a partner. It was not long before John David sold his
interest to John C. Hughson, a prominent lumberman at Albany. The new
partnership, formed in 1891, went under the name of Gilmour & Hughson.
AE. Maxwell was the manager. Although the new company performed fairly
well the decision was reached, in 1895, to close the Chelsea mill, with the
company's logs being directed past Chelsea for sorting nearer the river
mouth, to be processed at a newer mill in Hull, built to replace a former one
consumed by fire.
For the next thirty years the island was to become a cottage area and,
holiday playground. This state of affairs continued until the Gatineau Power
Company erected its hydro-electric power dams at Chelsea and at Farmer's
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Rapids, in 1926/7, thereby changing forever the character of the river from a
narrow fast moving current to a placid slow flowing one between widely
separated banks. In effect much of the land adjacent to the edges of the river
was "drowned" by the rise of the waters. Gone for good were the chutes,
cascades and rapids ,which had caused so many of the log jams heretofor.
In preparation for the flooding scores of buildings had to be relocated to
higher ground. Even portions of the railway and highway had to be rerouted
away from the anticipated high water level areas. A few of the buildings
located near the island on high enough ground were retained for the use as
homes by the personnel of the Gatineau Power Company. These remained
until the Gatineau Power Company was absorbed by Hydro-Quebec in the
third quarter of this century.

The Coming of the Railway
Although the new method of transportation, railroading, was actively
being pursued in Ottawa shortly after the middle of the 19th Century,with
one of the first lines being laid between Ottawa and Prescott on the St. '
Lawrence River, obviously no line could be installed northward until a bridge
had been built across the Ottawa River.
The first bridge constructed to give access to Lower Canada was at the
Chaudiere, to be followed by the Interprovincial Bridge (the Alexandra)
which was put into commission in February, 1901. The lines laid across these
bridges eventually were linked just south of Ironside, at Leamy Lake.
There was much talk, speculation and planning about a railway to serve
the west side of the Gatineau River, all of which resulted in the incorporation
of a company, on December 23, 1871, by the Quebec Legislature. The company
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was to be known as the Ottawa & Gatineau Valley Railway. Some of the wellknown petitioners were Ezra Butler Eddy, Alonzo Wright, M.P., and his
cousin Hannah Wright's husband, Joseph M. Currier. The Curriers were then
living at 24 Sussex Drive, later to become a famous address:

The names of the railway were changed from time to time to the Ottawa &
Gatineau, the Ottawa, Northern & Western and later it was leased to the
Canadian Pacific Railway.
. These served at the Chelsea Station
1. Bill Ellis agen t many years
2. A Mr. Meredith was gardener at the station - it was beautiful.

3. Jack Lewis - who went to Lachute
The coming of the railway, soon to be followed by self-propelled road
vehicles, had a profound effect on both the people and the economy.
Humanity ventured further afield and at a much greater speed than hitherto.
Raw products and manufactured goods were moved from place to place a

'A niece of Mrs. Currier's, Hannah Bertha Wright, was living with the
Currier's at the time. Miss Wright was the young lady who established a
home for friendless women, which in time became the Y.W.C.A. in Ottawa.
In 1903 she published a novel she had written based on the journey and

happenings of the Philemon Wright family as they came from Woburn,
Massachusetts, to settle at Hull. She descended from the Philemon Wrights.
By the time her book came out she had married Professor Robert Carr-Harris,
an engineer.
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good deal faster and in greater volume, thus the nation, and with it the two
Chelseas, profited.
These two inventions brought with them a new outlook. City dwellers
jaded and tired with the "rat-race" took to the country for rest and recreation
at the weekend. Soon a pattern developed of a husband leaving his wife and
family in the country at a cottage - they were called Cottage or Summer
People - and taking the daily train to the city to attend to business, returning
to the country in the evening.
Initially the train was used, and continued to be so, right up to the mid
1950's, to bring cottagers to join those dwelling in the Chelseas and environs.
The attraction of living beside water saw the development of cottage life in
the vicinity of Kingsmere, Meech Lake and the Gatineau River.
Gradually the auto became more reliable and consequently the days of
train travel were numbered, except for a nostalgic programme of summer
tours to Wakefield, a few miles to the north of the Chelseas. This situ'ation
also applied to the movement of freight as the switch was made to trucking
which saw more and more vehicles continue to use the roads.
The pattern changed once again so that in the 1980's daily commuting by
auto is the norm, with year-round dwellings being erected in the community.
Only the odd cottage has been built in the last thirty years or so.

Doctors
Mention is made elsewhere of the medical treatment meted out in the
pioneer days, much of it do-it-yourself, with occasional assistance from the
Rev. Asa Meech, Gradually, the population increased in the fledgling
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communities surrounding Hull, and with the increase came some trained
doctors. In 1851 there were two doctors in Aylmer, and one in Hull.
By 1881, Hull had two doctors, and Aylmer, five. Dr. Hans Stevenson
(1853-1912), son of Thomas & Ann (Pritchard) Stevenson, opened a practice in
Chelsea. A Dr. Young briefly served in Old Chelsea. He lived at Trudeau's
(Dean's Hotel)..
Dr. James Pritchard (1869-1918), son of Andrew & Mary CEdey) Pritchard
also commenced his pratice in Chelsea, after graduating from McGill
University in 1897. A short time later he moved to Alcove.
• Dr. Andrew Pritchard Davies (1888-1956), son of Dr. Thomas & Ann
(Pritchard) Davies, was born in Chelsea. He was coach, president and
physician of the Ottawa Rough Riders. His son, Dr. Fred Davies (1917- )
followed his father in the capacity of physician to the same football team.
These early doctors sired a succession of doctor children and grandchildren
who have provided superb service through the years to the Gatineau area.

'Rev. J.L. Gourlay in his book "History of the Ottawa", (p.196) wrote: 'To
begin with Chelsea which is fairly among the hills, Dr. Davies stands so high
in his profession with all that know him, that it suffices to say that this
physician to the King of the Gatineau (Alonzo Wright M.P.), who has
deservedly passed on him the highest encomiums. The doctor is a
hardworking man; with a wide range of travel and a vast practice."
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The Wars
The Napoleonic War, as we have seen, had an effect on the lower part of
the Gatineau and its economy, an effect so profound that it set the pattern for
years to come, when timber reigned supreme in the area.
The War of 1812 seems to have caused little interruption to the day-by-day
operations of the settlers, although a militia unit was formed at Wright's
Town, with Philemon Wright as the Major. Philemon had gained some
military experience in the war of the American Revolution when he served
as a sixteen-year-old, eventually to reach the rank of sergeant in
Washington's army.
Newspaper articles on the Crimean War, in the mis-1800's were avidly
read and discussed by Canadians. It would appear that the interest of those
living in the Chelsea area was more academic than participatory. The Boer or
South African War at the turn of the century was entirely another

m~tter.

Canada, a fledgling nation - but still a dominion - flexed her muscles and
sent a force to help fight the Boers. The nation's capital, Ottawa, and its
environs, mustered and equipped several units for overseas service.
The two World Wars saw a Chelsea response to the call to arms, both on
the fighting and home fronts.

Fraternal Lodges
As far back as the 1820's James Findlayson Taylor, a son-in-law of
Philemon Wright recorded in his famous diary the following "Attended
Masonic meeting at which these four candidates were initiated, Josephus
Hudson, Gardner Church and Evert Heath of Chelsea and Moses Holt of
Aylmer".

127

The matter of intemperance was causing grave concern towards the last
quarter of the 19th Century. In an effort to combat it men undertook to join
(or were pushed by their wives into joining) temperance organizations. One
of these was the International Organization of Good Templars, with Lodge
No, 106 situated at Chelsea,

. The Protestant Irish naturally had their Loyal Orange Lodge, No. 32, in the
newer Chelsea. Just as naturally the "Glorious Fourth" was celebrated
annually with marchers led by "King Billy" mounted on a white horse,
usually to the jeers and the pelting of eggs, rotten apples and tomatoes by
their Catholic countrymen. At times the celebrations got more than a little
wild as tempers flared. Rocks and cudgels were brought into play and at the
end of day men of both parties retired to bed with aching heads brought on by
whacks or too much imbibing.

How It Was In The Early Days
Silence

Time and again those who have written about the lives of the

settlers in Canada's primeval forested land, in the nation's capital area, have
remarked on the profound silence encountered as one paused on the trail or
stopped paddling the canoe on the waterways. Probably the only way the
experience of such silence, which our forefathers learned to take for granted,
could be repeated today would be to become stone deaf.

In the present century we have become accustomed to the sounds of
chainsaws, mowing machines, trucks, autos, outboard motors, blaring radios
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and similar noise makers, that we fail the "hear" that silence of years ago
which was occasionally punctured by the call of the loon, the howl of the
wolf, the sharp crack as a moose or deer unexpectedly breaks a brittle branch,
or steps on a dried stick as it forces a passage through the thick undergrowth.
Yes, wolves were heard and seen in and near the village, and even bears were
not unknown in the vicinity

Those who stood alone, or with a companion, in the forest, in the early
1800's would not only be awed by the silence, but would be subject to the
awareness of immensity, as the trees towered overhead, blotting out much of
the sky and daylight. Vision in any direction was indeed limited. Those
making their way, perhaps to land received by grant, were often required to
fell a light tree in such a way that it was caught in a fork of a neighbouring
tree, or between two narrowly spaced ones, in order to climb the sloping
trunk of the felled tree to see the direction which had yet to be travelled.

Medical Help

In the early days doctors and medical assistance were

noted because of their absence, or were a day's journey away, in Wright's
Town. It therefore behooved the adults of a family, especially the
womenfolk, to be prepared for any eventuality in cases of sickness or accident.
Wives and mothers passed known home remedies from generation to
generation, and often these remedies and cures proved successful and the
patient recovered. However, the reverse of the coin also applied when the
illness did not respond to the cure, or was beyond the scope and experience of
the person providing the remedy. In such cases death often stepped in to
claim a victim. Mortality was high in the average setHer families, which may,
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in part, account for the birth rate of those days being considerably higher than
today.

The treatment of accidents involving injuries to limbs was rough and
ready. Often broken bones could not be reset, or would not be reset properly,
which could result in a shortened limb, or in the case of the legs, a permanent.
limp. Should a limb, or portion thereof, by entirely severed, the stump was
cauterized. This process, to seal the end of the blood vessels, to prevent
further bleeding, had to be performed as soon after the accident as possible. In
some cases an axe or knife blade was heated red-hot and was then applied,
always provided the patient had not bled to death. Another method,
somewhat messy, was the application of hot tar. If the patient had not
previously fainted, this would likely occur upon cauterization. On the other
hand if.the patient, although suffering severe shock, was otherwise conscious,
a stiff dose, or several, of brandy, whiskey or other potation was administered,
which had the effect of achieving a "dead drunk" - whichever way one looks
at it.

It is surprisinghow many persons survived severe injuries and the

seeming brutal treatment our forefathers were forced to apply. Of course
many died despite treatment, as did those who were alone at the time of the
accident.

Lighting

One may wonder how the early homemakers lighted their

cabins or homes. In many cases the flickering firelight was the only
illumination, once the day had given place to night which, it may be
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surmised, led to early retirement, with its corresponding early rising.
Incidentally, the time spent in bed was perhaps another contributing factor
towards large families.
When there was time to spare, candles were made from rendered animal
fat by the dipping process. Pieces of string or ribbons of cloth were tied at
more or less equal distance apart on a stick. These were repeatedly dipped
into the fat, allowing the fat to set between each dipping. This went on until
the required circumference was achieved. Such candles were both smelly and
smoky. Later, tin moulds for six or a dozen candles at a time were used. This
involved placing a wick in each mould and pouring warmed fat into each
one. The candles thus made were allowed to cooLbefore being removed from
the mould and the wick trimmed to size. Although this speeded up the
operation it did nothing to reduce either smell or smoke. Those fortunate
enough to be in possession of bees and hives contrived superior candles from
beeswax. Oil lamps and lanterns, using coal oil or kerosene as fuel, Were not
much in vogue before 1860.

Hydroelectric power (1881) and Acetylene gas (1892) for lighting came in
towards the end of the 19th century, both being developed by Thomas
"Carbide" Willson. The Willsons lived on Metcalfe Street in Ottawa.
Willson, acquiring some property at the eastern end of Meech Lake, decided
to build there a summer residence, which later became his research centre, he
being an inventor and developer of note. In 1913, he built a power plant on
nearby Meech Creek, where a nitrogen-based fertilizer was manufactured one of the many projects of "Carbide" Willson. Seventy years later nothing
remains but ruins of the plant. The waters below the dam are now much
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favoured by skinny dippers. The residence today serves as a federal
government meeting place.

The General Store

It is known that Thomas Brigham Prentiss was the

first to run both a store and post office somewhere in Old Chelsea for a
number of years prior to moving both operations to the newer Chelsea. The
Prentiss store can in no way be compared with the current Parkway General
Store, with its refrigerated dispensers, its factory-packaged and canned goods
displayed for sale, all well-lighted and equipped with automatically operated
weigh scales and cash register.

The store in the Prentiss days was an entirely different emporium and
some of the items displayed were of a nature perhaps not recognizable by
today's shoppers. In the old days the general store was the mecca to which the
entire neighbourhood gravitated at one time or another, either on a frequent
or i:nfrequent basis.

Picture, if you will, the scene; a squared log building, very much the same
as any other home of the time. The so-called show window differing little
from its neighbours, as glass is hard to come by, and is set in a frame of small
panes. ill the window is a modest display, somewhat dusty and fly-specked, of
items for sale inside the store. Under the window, along the front of the store
is a long sturdy bench, usually occupied, spring, summer and autumn, by half
a dozen elderly men, some with their blackened short-stemmed pipes stoked
up and the smoke curling over their heads. These men are here because their
advancing years have freed them somewhat from the daily grind. They have
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come to enjoy the sun's warmth and are engaged in exchanging opinions on
every conceivable subject, some of which end up in mild atguments. At the
same time they are not unaware of the pretty figures of the dames and
damsels who pass by to reach the store's door.

During the inclement weather the old gentlemen move their occupations
indoors, around the pot-bellied stove. Each has a favourite seat in the fireside
circle. Some occupy the captain's chairs, thoughtfully provided by the store
owner. Others find perches on upturned crates, kegs, barrels and whatever
else is available and stout enough to bear them.

As one enters the dimly lighted store one is immediately conscious of a
peculiar odour which pervades the place, not unpleasant, sometimes of fish
and at other times of coffee, tea and assorted spices, depending upon what
container has recently been freshly opened, all of which is mixed with'tobacco
smoke and snuff of the elderly male gathering.

The edifice, in addition to serving as the general store, must spare a corner
for the local postal service, not that most of the inhabitants anticipate a piece
of incoming mail more than once or twice a year. On one end of the storewide counter sits a homemade rack divided into pigeon holes, more than half
of which are empty of any missive. This is the Post Office, If one examines
the mail a little more closely, it is noted that the wrappers or envelopes have
no postage stamps. This is simply because postage stamps, indicating that the
piece of mail has been prepared for delivery, have not yet been invented.
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Now what does the storekeeper have in stock for the convenience of his
customers? In general the shelves and drawers contain such items which the
farmer, his wife and family could not themselves grow or manufacture on
their own property. Perhaps it should be said at this juncture that the average
man and woman of the day was an "inventor" by necessity. Many an item,
unprocurable at the store, was fashioned to fill specific needs. Additionally, as
cash was hard to come by, the specialties of gifted people were bartered at the
store for needed supplies. These specialties became part of the stock to be
purveyed.

On the counter, at the end, opposite to the post office, sits a weighing scale,
with its graduated weights stacked neatly beside. On the floor nearby is a
larger version of the counter scale, both necessary to weigh bulk commodities.
Pre-measured and pre-weighed items already packaged or canned would not
be available for a number of years to come.

On the floor, wherever there is space are all manner and sizes of
containers, barrels, kegs, hessian sacks, packing cases and crates, some of
which have been broached, from the maws of which exude the scents peculiar
to the contents contained therein: molasses, crackers, biscuits, flour, tea and
the rare coffee beans and other condiments.

Dry goods are displayed to catch the eye of the farmers' wives. Bolts in
varied shades of red, blue and yellow fabrics fill the shelves. Underneath the
shelves are rows of drawers, each with its label of contents. Wool skeins,
woolen socks and other woolen goods - many received in barter - are there.
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In actual fact most of the clothes worn by the store's customers were made on
the nearby farms where the sheep were raised. For sale there are buttons,
ribbon, thread, needles, shears, real leather boots for wear as Sunday best, and
many other items useful to the farmer or his wife. Over in the corner, a
couple of barrels, using sawdust as a protective measure, contain crockery, the
vaunted white stoneware, shipped from England.
Beneath the store is a cellar, reached through a trapdoor behind the
counter, where are kept in its cool recesses, fish, poultry, pork, mutton, and
now-and-again a side or two of beef. Also in the cellar are two puncheons of
rum, imported from Jamaica, which imparts its own odour to the
establishment as soon as the trapdoor is raised. As if the storekeeper had run
out of space on the shelves and in the drawers, a varied display is suspended
from iron hooks in the ceiling of the store. This display runs the gamut from
a ham leg, through wooden pails and firkins, baskets and jugs, to si<;kles,
scythes, rakes, spades and axes, many of the latter tools being produced by the
local blacksmith.
The greater portion of the store's stock was only obtainable from Wright's
Town (Hull), hauled by teams of horses or oxen and only then by the
expenditure of maximum effort, for no matter which route was followed an
extremely high hill had to be navigated. This involved unloading goods at
the bottom of the hill, dragging them up by rope windlass or chains and
reloading at the top, once the lightened conveyance had arrived there.
This, then, was the kind of store patronized by our grandparents and greatgrandparents.
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