ME AND GRYC

By Patrick| (PMO) Evans,
Founder member and Past-Commodore (1969 - 1970)

It’s hard to realize that any member of the Gatineau River
Yacht Club under the age of twenty five has never known the time
when our Greek (GRYC) Islands have not been home port for the
Club, They cannot remember,;aid most of us can’t, when the
islands were not islands but part of the river’s West shoreline.
Then came the construction of both the Chelsea electrical dam and

the one at Farmer’s Rapids., ' Their erection in 1925/26 of course
backed up the water, widening the river, making new islands and
""drowning'' others. The railroad had to be relocated prior to

the flooding, as did the the highway. In fact the old highway
was the road that leads to the Club and which now stops at the
river edge,

In 1951 I moved to the Gatineau from Ottawa, staying with
friends who had built a permanent home at Larrimac where once
they had cottaged. I became their ''star boarder'' for some
thirteen years.
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Several of us had made a somewhat loose arrangement to
make fast our boats, three or four of them, to the boom.
Regrettably some of us were not |[too seamanlike in this operation,
with the result that some near—accidents took place as the
cottagers made their separate ways along the floating pathway.

In late August it was gently suggested that the sailors
might find alternate moorings in 1963, We readily agreed to
this affable request and as a result five of us met, on September
2nd, in the living room of the late Ivan Herbert (the five being
Ivan Herbert, Al Richens, Gerry‘Byers, the late John Winfield and
your truly) to discuss our joint problem. It was at this
meeting I recalled to mind mysgveral aborted attempts at forming
a club over the past three years. Perhaps this might be the
opportunity to again broach the subject, Together as a team we
might achieve our aim where singly we might not. To my delight
there was general agreement that a boat club might just be the
answer, ‘
One of our number was aw;re that the CPR railway bridge at
Ironside was under repairs which consisted of replacing the
timbering. A phone message or two and we found ourselves in
possession of the discarded squared timber provided we carted it
away . Within two weeks our small organization was increased by
three new members, and we went into the timber trucking business,
piling the timbers neatly at the end of the yacht club hill,
Within six weeks the number of ﬂembers had grown to 24,

!
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As always

Pat .






