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~ Notice ~
Due to the on-going measures taken to prevent the spread of Covid-19, the public programs and 
activities of the Gatineau Valley Historical Society are suspended until further notice.  

In the meantime, Society volunteers continue to maintain our virtual collections; to plan and 
develop new digital products for our website and social media; and to produce the next volume 
of Up the Gatineau! 

As well, research inquiries and request for archival assistance can be sent to info@gvhs.ca, or by 
leaving a message at  819-827-6224.

We look forward to discovering and sharing even more historical stories and images of the 
Gatineau Valley in 2021!

The GVHS Board of Directors   

Coming Soon to your Mailbox ~
the 47th Edition of Up the Gatineau!

We’re pleased to announce the launch of the newest volume of Up the Gatineau!, which the Society 
has been publishing every year since 1975. 

Volume 47 features a dozen stories, penned by new and returning 
contributors such as John Trent, RJ Hughes and Susan Trudeau, to 
name but a few. Favourite local author, Brian Doyle, returns with 
another reminiscence of his youth in Low.

All paid-up GVHS members will receive their complimentary copy in
the coming days. Where possible we will deliver locally, but most 
will be mailed out.

Given the rising mailing costs—each volume costs over $5 in 
postage—we would be grateful for any voluntary donations from 
members to help cover these costs. To do so, please go to our 
home page at www.gvhs.ca which has a new “donate” button.

Up the Gatineau! will also be available soon in a number of local 
retail outlets. The price of the new volume will be $15, our first
 price increase since 2013, when we set the new volume price at 

$10. Please note that the price of all earlier volumes will remain at their current levels (ranging from 
$8 to $10). The price for a complete set of volumes 1 to 47 remains $160, the same price as it was in
2020, when it had one less volume.

mailto:info@gvhs.ca
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For the first time ever, a virtual Annual General Meeting was held on Monday, February 21, 2021.

President Marc Cockburn welcomed the 38 members and supporters that were present online.

At this meeting, the 2020 AGM minutes were accepted,
the Publications and Financial reports were presented,
and Marc gave his President's Report.

Two new board members were welcomed - Gilbert 
Whiteduck from Kitigan Zibi Anishinabeg & Della 
Lacharity from Kazabazua. 

These reports are available here -  Annual General 
Meeting. 

Mary Lou van Schaik, Arthur Davison Prize Winner 2020
The GVHS established this prize in 1984, on the retirement of Arthur Davison 
after 19 years as President, and it consists of an inscribed certificate and a $200 
cheque. This year’s judges are Michael Cooper, Susan Courage and Fergus 
McLaren; they selected Mary Lou van Schaik as the winner, for her article “You 
Can’t Say ‘No’ to Norma." Mary Lou profiled nonagenarian Norma Geggie, a 
Wakefield community activist and local historian.

The judges noted that Mary Lou “carried out considerable research, primarily 
through wide-ranging conversations with her subject, and interviews with multiple
sources in the community,” adding, “Through Mary Lou’s eloquent voice and fluid 

writing style, she has presented readers of Volume 46 of Up the Gatineau! with thoughtful insights into a 
unique Gatineau Valley personage.”

In Memory of Adrienne Herron
We are sad to share the news that our treasured GVHS member
Adrienne Herron passed away peacefully in mid-April, 2021.

Adrienne was made an Honorary Life Member of the Gatineau Valley
Historical Society in 2012, which recognized her creation of the
GVHS Image Bank in 2001. This project, undertaken for her
Bachelor of Fine Arts degree, became the cornerstone which has
enabled the Society to grow into the digital age.

Rest in peace, Adrienne.   
See more...
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~ Fee Increase for 2022 ~
 
Last month the Board of Directors approved an increase to the 
membership fee - from $20 to $25 for one year, and from $35 to $40 for 
two years. Please note that this is for a family. 

However, this increase will only take effect on January 1, 2022. Any new 
or renewing memberships, whether for one or two years, received before 
that date will be accepted at the current fee level. You will get a renewal 
notice for 2022 in early December, giving you ample time to  renew at the 
current rate. 
 
We hope members will feel these fees are still a bargain, when one takes 
into account the complimentary copy of the current year’s Up the 
Gatineau!, now valued at $15.

Your membership fees are our major source of income, and support the 
Society in its mandate in preserving and promoting awareness in the 
history and heritage of the Gatineau Valley. 

~ In Memoriam ~

GVHS has lost two other long-standing members this spring. 

Condolences to Rene Neilsen on the loss of her husband Bent. Rene is 
our intrepid cookie and square baker, who has fed GVHS members over 
many years, with Bent at her side helping out. 

Our thoughts are also with the family of Peter Jessen, who was such a 
help with the Remembrance Day service letting us plug in our extension 
chords for our microphones & speakers. 

~  New Members ~

Méliès Bellemare-Caradot, Chelsea QC
Emily Carey, Wakefield QC

André Ferraton, Ste. Cecile de Masham QC
Della Lacharity, Kazabazua, QC

Alice Paige, Phoenix AZ
Ken Peterson, Chelsea QC

Corey Pool, Ottawa ON
Cynthia Ridley, McKerrow ON

Murielle Rousseau, Notre-Dame-de-la-Paix, QC
Dave & Susan Sargent, Victoria BC

Gilbert Whiteduck, Kitigan Zibi Anishinabeg 
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        info@gvhs.ca   

Read
Up the Gatineau! 

online

Volumes 1 to 20 are now
available here.
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Past President 
Marc Cockburn
Vice President

Cindy Duncan-McMillan
Secretary
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Treasurer

Shirley Brown
Directors

Linda Payne Bardell
Frances Curry
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Erik Rask
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Take a virtual tour of Cantley's Blackburn Cemetery - click 
here

Modern development has obliterated
many of Cantley’s heritage structures
and sites. Very few remain today. 

Cantley 1889 is determined the same
fate does not happen to this vulnerable
cemetery and has raised awareness
about the cemetery’s existence and
significance over the past few years
with two guided cemetery tours and
articles in our community newspaper L’Echo de Cantley.

 Fairbairn House Heritage Centre, Wakefield 

        Exhibit ~ now online - click here

        

 
In less than a hundred years, the Gatineau Valley has seen the early 
hiking trails turn into railways. For thousands of years, the Tenagadin Sibi 
(Gatineau River) was the living environment and highway of the 
Anishinàbeg (Algonquins). More...
 

Cascades Club   

 1920-2020
 

Cascades Club 1920-2020 is a new
publication published to celebrate the
100th anniversary of the Cascadess Club.

See Publications for more information.

~  MEMBERSHIP ~

Share this newsletter to encourage
your friends to become GVHS

members and support our mission
of preserving and promoting the

heritage and history of the
Gatineau River Valley.

A GVHS membership also makes
a perfect gift. 

Click here   to become a member
and enjoy the following

benefits: 
The Society's annual 
journal Up the Gatineau!

The  GVHS Newsletter 
containing Society news, 
events, and items of interest to
the local heritage community

Access to the Society's 
growing collection of local 
archival records and digital 
resources.

Meetings and events with 
speakers on topics of local 
and national heritage interest.
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