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Annual General Meeting
“Canada’s War Art – Is It All Propaganda?”
Speaker - Dr. Laura Brandon
Monday, February 15, 2016
Chelsea Library, 100 Old Chelsea Rd., Chelsea QC
Refreshments at 7 pm; AGM at 7:30 pm; talk at 8 pm
Our special guest speaker is author, researcher and historian, Dr. Laura Brandon, who was the Curator of War
Art at the Canadian War Museum from 1992 to 2015. Her presentation will explore the War Museum’s Great
War art – as created by official war artists as well as those who served with the Canadian Expeditionary Force
and drew for private viewing by family and comrades. Dr. Brandon will address the question of whether any
war art produced during the war years can escape entirely the label of propaganda.
This is the official notice that the Annual General Meeting will start at 7:30pm, with elections to be held and
our annual reports distributed.
The Board will be presenting an update to the 2003 constitution and recommends that members adopt it.
Members are invited to read the Comparison Table that compares the existing document with the proposed
Constitution and By-Laws in order to be aware of the proposed amendments. All relevant documents are on
the website at http://www.gvhs.ca/agm.html. Members wishing a printed version of the AGM documents
should contact board member Louise Schwartz at 613-762-1429.
Nominations for the Board of Directors will be accepted until February 12, 2016—contact info@gvhs.ca.

"The Discovery of the Wreck of HMS Erebus"
Speaker - Thierry Boyer
Underwater Archaeologist with Parks Canada
Monday, March 14, 2016
Refreshments & cash bar at 7:30 pm; talk at 8:00 pm
Larrimac Golf Club, 1148 Hwy 105, Chelsea QC
Join us for an evening of underwater discovery with Chelsea’s Thierry Boyer, one of the Parks Canada team of
underwater archeologists who have been exploring the wreck of the Franklin Expedition’s HMS Erebus in the
northern waters of the Arctic and continuing the search for the HMS Terror. More information on Thierry can
be found on the website – www.gvhs.ca.

"A Bridge Through Time and Space"
Speaker - Marc Cockburn
Monday, April 18, 2016
Refreshments at 7:30 pm; talk at 8 pm
Centre Wakefield La Peche, 38 Valley Drive, Wakefield
Society President Marc Cockburn will present a multi-media
tour using Google Earth of images and maps relating to the
construction of the original Gendron Covered Bridge in 1915.
He will highlight the bridge's impact on the transportation and social network surrounding the community of
Wakefield and other villages up and down the Gatineau River. He will examine the history of other covered
bridges and ferries along the lower Gatineau river and valley. The talk will also focus on the destruction of the
Gendron Bridge by fire in 1986, and the subsequent successful efforts to rebuild the new Wakefield Covered
Bridge in 1996.

2016 Membership Owing!
If you received this newsletter with a note about dues
owing, please send in the membership form with your
cheque.

Chelsea Trails Collaboration – 2016
The winter trail along the railway corridor is 10 years old this year, and it has
grown into a well-loved feature of winter recreation in Chelsea. This 16 km
corridor connects 8 residential neighbourhoods, and will be extended an
additional 2 km south this year, to chemin Loretta. Pictured is GVHS
member and Sentier Chelsea Trails board member, Alain Piché.
This joint venture between Chelsea Trails and the Municipality of Chelsea requires both volunteer hours and
financial support. Volunteers from Chelsea Trails do the brush cutting, install signage and do pre-season trail
maintenance, while trail lovers and local businesses also make donations to support winter grooming and
maintenance work.
Last year the Gatineau Valley Historical Society, working with Chelsea Trails added historical interpretive
signs along the Kirk’s Ferry section of the corridor. This year we are adding six additional interpretive signs in
the Cascades village area to showcase the history of that community.

In Memoriam - Mary
Angeline Scott
by Meriel Bradford
In April 2015, a small bit of
Chelsea’s history slipped away
as Mary Angeline Scott (née
Brim) died in Toronto in her
102nd year. American-born,
Mary was predeceased by her
husband Geoffrey, who belonged to a well-known Quebec City
family. They met in New York City in the early years of World War
II, and after a life of travel, eventually settled in Toronto.
For a period after the war, Mary and Geoffrey owned and operated
a summer restaurant, Candlelight House Dining Room, on
Kingsmere Road, at the corner of Swamp Road. One of the
waitresses, Lid Wadsworth, who had known Mary in New York as a
fellow member of the Canadian Women’s Army Corps, continued
to live in the house with another friend during the summer, even
after the Scotts ceased to operate the restaurant. The women
shared an interest in painting, and during the winters they travelled
to the southern United States to paint and escape the cold.
A large selection of their paintings of southern characters and
scenes adorned the walls of the restaurant, and were also offered
for sale there. In 1954, when Lid married Ed Ryan, the town clerk of
West Hull (now Chelsea), she moved from Candlelight House to
establish their home at 51 Kingsmere Rd., now the residence of
David Yuill.
The Scotts were very successful investors and apparently often
gave Lid tips about the stock market. Childless, Mary was a
generous philanthropist who continued to be an active manager of
the fund she had established in her husband’s name within the
Toronto Community Foundation.
Lid Ryan was an original founder of the GVHS. It was Mary and
Geoffrey who brought her to the Gatineau Hills and helped her to
find her Chelsea family.
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The J.D. Coulson Award for Outstanding Achievement was awarded to
GVHS President Marc Cockburn by the Regional Association of West
Quebecers in November 2015 for his volunteer work.
Marc, originally from Northern Ontario, is a long-time resident of Wakefield. He
works at Library and Archives Canada as a Cartography Archivist. His strong interest
in Canadian history led to him joining the Board of the Gatineau Valley Historical
Society (GVHS) in 1999 and he has been President since 2004.
As a Board member of the Society, Marc began with editing the Newsletter and
participated in planning and coordinating various Society events such as the Annual
Auction and the Chelsea Remembrance Day Service. While President, Marc has
designed and developed unique archival exhibits and presentations, and under his leadership, the GVHS
has endeavored to open up its resources to researchers through digital means, and to increase the
Society’s huge outreach with public events, and assistance to the wider heritage community.
Marc has worked tirelessly to ensure that the heritage of the Gatineau Valley is preserved, known, and
appreciated.
He also brings the same enthusiasm as the Group Commissioner for First Wakefield Scouts, and as a Coach
for the Ottawa Special Olympics Alpine Ski Team.
Wakefield’s Fairbairn House Heritage Centre considers GVHS its most important partner and their
President, Michael Cooper, describes Marc as “the ever-present and ever-reliable face of the GVHS” and
notes “his longstanding professional, enthusiastic and innovative work deserves all our recognition”.
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Benefits of membership ・Up the Gatineau! - our annual local history journal

・Access to our archival material

・Regular meetings on local and national heritage topics

・GVHS Newsletter

Membership Fees (per family - January-December) -

☐ 1 year - $20.00
☐ 2 year - $35.00

Name: ____________________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________________
City:_________________________ Province:______
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* Email__________________________________________________

The newsletter will be emailed to you.
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Special Events
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Please give us your email address if you have one - it helps with our mailing costs.

