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Next Meeting
Monday, January 15th, 2007
~ 7:30 p.m. ~
Chelsea Community Centre

Victor Suthren: Captain James Cook
As a follow-up to last year’s fascinating presentation on Louis-Antoine de
Bougainville, author Victor Suthren will this year recount the story of the
early Canadian years of the another adventurer, Captain James Cook.
Captain Cook is very well known for his voyages to the Pacific Ocean, but
he also has an important place in Canadian history as the cartographer of
the - St. Lawrence River, Halifax Harbour, and, most particularly, the north,
west, and south coasts of Newfoundland and the French islands of St Pierre
and Miquelon.
Victor Suthren is a writer and historian with a special interest in the history
of colonial seafaring and exploration. The former director general of the Canadian War Museum in Ottawa, he sails frequently in traditional ships and
small boats, retracing epic voyages of the flintlock era.

Painting Donation
Recently Helen Hamilton, a talented artist, donated a fine
oil painting of the old Wakefield covered bridge to the
GVHS. Helen painted the picture in March 1971 when she
and her family were living in Ottawa.
Helen was raised in Weston, Ontario and shortly after
graduating from the Weston Collegiate took up oil painting
as a hobby. In 1952 Helen married Laurie Hamilton, a
RCAF pilot. During a posting in Ottawa, 1963-1973, Helen
taught oil painting for seven years and was active in several
art associations.
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Remembrance Day Services at the Chelsea Pioneer Cemetery

F

or 20 years the Gatineau Valley Historical Society has maintained the grave of Private Richard Rowland
Thompson, the only Canadian to be awarded the Queen’s Scarf by Queen Victoria over a century ago. The
society hosts his former Regiment, the Royal Canadian Regiment Petawawa, in observing Remembrance
Day at the Pioneer Cemetery in Chelsea. Troops from the RCR 3rd Battalion, Mike Company, mounted the vigil
and provided an honour guard of 50 officers and men
About 300 people braved heavy rain to remember Private Thompson and all of the fallen from wars past and present. Members of the RCR are currently serving in Afghanistan and have in the last few months lost three of their
fellows in battle.
The wreath-laying was led on behalf of the Government of Canada, by the Hon. Lawrence Cannon, Pontiac MP
and Minister of Transport. He was followed by the Royal Canadian Regiment C.O. Lieut. Col. R.R. Barrett; RCR
Mike Company’s Maj. Paul Lockhart; Canadian Forces Health Services Group 's Col.David Hogberg; Municipality
of Chelsea's Deputy Mayor Claude Gervais; MRC Public Security Capt. Michel Regimbald; Regional Association
of West Quebecer’s Jay and Peggy Atherton, and Ernie Mahoney for the Gatineau Valley Historical Society.
At the Chelsea Cenotaph, wreaths were laid by Deputy Mayor Claude Gervais and Harold Milks for his brother
Erle Milks who is named on the cenotaph.
The service at the Pioneer Cemetery was chaired by Marc Cockburn of the GVHS, with prayers by Larry Dufour
for St. Stephen's Roman Catholic Church, the homily was given by RCR Padre Joe Johns and Rev. Christine
Piper, St. Mary Magdalene Anglican Church, and final blessing was given by Rev. Jane Griffiths, Chelsea United
Church.
The Historical Society hosted a reception for the Regiment at the Cascades Club afterwards. Minister Lawrence
Cannon made a short address to the officers and men of the RCR, referring to the conflict in Afghanistan, and
assured them that the government support their efforts there completely.

Ernie Mahoney (Past-President) standing beside
the Hon. Lawrence Cannon, Minister of Transport.
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GVHS Publications make great gifts Any time of the year!

Up the Gatineau!
Volume 32 (2006), .............................................................................................$7.00

Up the Gatineau! Index for Volumes 1–30………………………………………… $4.00
Sets of Up the Gatineau!
32-volume set including the 30-year Index........................................................................ $110.00
Note: this is a saving of $26 from the individual volume purchase price.
New! In Memory of Chelsea’s Historic Cemeteries -Chelsea’s community development is linked to
its well-preserved cemeteries and the people buried in them; includes walking tours, cemetery plans,
and extensive index of names on monuments and from burial records. Carol Martin, 2005...(mailing
charge is based on your postal code)……………. $14.50
Historic Map of Chelsea -1875 (1997 edition) - showing Municipality of Chelsea (West Hull) land
ownership as indicated by the 1875 valuation roll
...............................................................................................(mailed in a tube; see below) $6.00
Gatineau Valley Railway Stations, poster 11 in. x 17 in., .....(mailed in a tube; see below) $8.00
Capital Rambles: Exploring the National Capital Region (F&W 2004)- Katharine Fletcher’s
new guide describes 12 day trips featuring hidden treasures within the National Capital Region..$26.95
A Place Apart: A Search for the Pioneer Cemeteries of the Lower Gatineau Valley - A brief
history of traditional cemeteries from Hull to Lac Ste-Marie, Quebec, as well as private and
unmarked burial grounds in the Gatineau. Norma Geggie, 1999 ...........................................$8.00
Wakefield Revisited - A short history of the Village of Wakefield and the families significant
in its development. Norma Geggie, 2003 .............................................................................$12.50
Wakefield: un deuxième regard - Un bref historique du peuplement de Wakefield.
Norma Geggie, traduit par Jean K. LaFlamme, 2003 ..........................................................$12.50

*IF YOU WISH TO RECEIVE YOUR PUBLICATION BY MAIL WITHIN CANADA, please add $2.00
for any one volume of Up the Gatineau! or $3.00 for any single other publication except In Memory of Chelsea’s Historic Cemeteries, the map or poster.
For shipping outside Canada, for more than one publication, or for In Memory of Chelsea’s Historic Cemeteries, the map or the poster, please contact us in advance (see below) to obtain the
amount to add for mailing your order.
You can purchase these volumes directly from the GVHS by contacting Harold & Margaret Reid, at
reidh@travel-net.com, or by telephoning 819-827-0138.

P a g e

4

Executive 2007

info@gvhs.ca

President: Marc Cockburn - 819-459-2004
marc.cockburn@lac-bac.gc.ca
1st Vice-president: Michael Cooper - 819-459-2787
cooperm@magma.ca
2nd Vice-President: David Castleman - 819-827-1610
davidcastleman@yahoo.com
Past President: Ernie Mahoney - 819-459-1180
ernieomani@hotmail.com
Secretary: Linda bardell - 819-827-0095
lbard@netcom.ca

Purpose:
”...to promotes matters of historical or
heritage significance in the general
area of the Gatineau Valley.”
The Gatineau Valley Historical Society is a
charitable not-for-profit organization which
has acted to conserve and foster interest
in history and heritage in the Gatineau Valley region for nearly 40 years since its
founding in 1962.

Directors: Carol Martin - 819-827-1633 - Publications
rjcmartin@primus.ca
Allan Richens - 819-827-1616 - Cemeteries
allanrichens@sympatico.ca
Fergus MacLaren - 819-827-0799
fergus_maclaren@cac.gc.ca
Norma Geggie - 819-459-2393
ngeggie@sympatico.ca
Jonathan Murphy - 819-459-4441
jmurphy@geocognition.com
Archivist: Jay Atherton 819-827-1703
jayatherton@sympatico.ca

Membership Renewal Reminder

P

lease check your membership status
code, which is located on the right hand
side of the mailing address label on the envelope of this Newsletter. If the code is
2006/12, please renew your membership.

~ Help preserve our Gatineau Valley heritage ~
•
•
•
•

Membership includes the following benefits:
Up the Gatineau - our annual local history journal
GVHS newsletter
Access to our archival material
Regular meetings on local & national heritage topics

All paid-up members will receive Volume 33
of Up the Gatineau!, (a $7 value) due out in
June 2007.
Thank you for your continuing support
of the Society.

Gatineau Valley Historical Society Membership Application
Box 1803 Chelsea QC J9B 1A1

819- 827- 4432

Membership Fees: 1 year - $15 - includes Up the Gatineau

(whole family)

2 year - $25 - includes Up the Gatineau
Name_________________________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________________________________
City/Town _________________________________ Province ______ Postal Code __________
Telephone (Home)

________________________________

Telephone (Business) ________________________________
E-Mail

New Member Renewal -

____________________________________________ Would you like the newsletter emailed to you?

Areas of Interest:
Auction
Archives

Cemeteries
Executive

Publications
Special Events

Youth Programs
Web Site

