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TRAVEL BY GATINEAU BUS 

TO your Favourite Ski Trails in Gatineau Park 

Daily trips to K ingsmere from Ottawa Terminal Restaurant, 

with bus stops at Bank and We~lington Streets and Eddy Park. 

Aug:mented week-end trips tD Kingsmere and Dunlops 

with return tickets honoured at either pDint. 

Day Phone 

PR 7-5225 

Night Phone 

6-2975 

Ottawa Terminal Restaurant, 87 Ge ~·rge Street 

Free Pa r·king on Sundays 
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CANADA'S MOST COMPLETE. LINE 
OF SKI EQUIPMENT 

If you are a novice or top competitor, we can outfit 

you expertly and at prices to suit your budget. 

'»= 
Our workshop is set up to give )lou a complete repair service-

STEEL EDGES - CABLES and LANIERS 

'»= 

• . Kneissl 
• Northland 
• Gresvig 

SKIS 

'»= 
BOOTS 

• Attenhofer 
• Stein Eriksen 
• Kastle 

German, Swiss, Italian and .Domestic Models 

'»= 
CLOTHING 

Slacks, Jackets, Sweaters, Caps, Mitts 

--- =-:==--- _,_ 

SKI CENTRE OF OTTAWA 
ALBERT AND O'CONNOR STREETS 

PHONE 2-5656 
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EDITORIAL 

ONGRATULATIONS to Anne Heggtveit and A.r.t Tommy 
for the brilliant showing they made at the F.I.S. and other 
European meets. So much has been said and written about 

their achievements that anything further here would be an anti-climax. 
However, it shquld be recorded that Anne's triumph in the Women's 
Giant Slalom at the Holmenkollen Games was the first win ever scored 
by a Canadian in this historic meet. 

* * * * * 
In "A Word from the President," Mr. McHugh conveys a friendly 

message to the members. · 

Russ Smart's "Competitions" gives a splendid report· on racing. 
Although Russ is no longer on the executive, and is a very busy man, 
he was good enough to pinch hit for Ron Bailey, racing chairman, who 
has left town. 

As· usual, Bill Scott gives a good account of the Trail Rider 
activities. This group carried on efficiently, despite a man-power 
shortage. 

Bill Jenkins, in his piece "The Night Riders," does not give the 
usual statement of work done. Instead he makes a frank admission 
of the changed character of this group-this is all to the good. Perhaps 
the time has come to turn this -corps into an out-and-out training school 
for racers. 

This year the story of the "mercy services" consists of three 
separate reports: (a) Ken Marshall leads off with his "Ski patrol"; 
(b) Gordon Grant, one of our ;;mart young men in electroni-cs, tells 
about setting up a radiotelephone service between the first-aid post at 
Fortune and the clearing station · at Old Chelsea; and (c) Howard 
Bergin, of the St: John Ambulance, presents the casualty list. The 
combined operations of .these three voluntary units have brought our 
first-aid services to a high degree of efficiency; and we express our 
sincere thanks and . appreciation to those who donate their time and 
energy to this self -sacrificing work. 

In a rollicking piece entitled "Grand -chain all!" Jessie Fear reports 
on the square dances she so ably organized. 

In "The Weatherman Reports," Mr. Baker of the Dominion Experi
mental Fanm persists that according to the meteorologi-cal records last 
winter was an "easy" one. Perhaps it was, but it provided the best 
skiing for some years. So long as he continues to supply a moderate 
snowfall every week-end accompanied by reasonable temperatures we 
will keep him on the staff. Seriously, we are much indebted 'to Mr. 
Baker for this valuable contribution and to Dr. Hopkins, Director of 
the Farm. for his co-operation. 

Eric Morse g-ives a dramatic account of a 300-mile canoe trip 
from Lake Superior to Rainy Lake, following the route taken by La 
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Practice 

Perfect. 

Makes 
. . 

in sport, and in money 
management, too. Good 

practice in money man
agement Is to spend 
less than you earn and 
bank whatever you can 

. . . regularly ... at 

THE ROYAL BANK OF CANADA 
NINE BRANCHES IN OTTAWA AND DISTRICT 

Mont Tremblant Lodge 
Two chair lifts right at your door, an Alpine T-bar, and two rope 
tows connect north and south sides of exciting Mont Tremblant. 

Over 40 thrilling miles of runs and trails-from Sissy Schuss 
for beginners to Ryan's Run and Kandahar for intermediates 
and experts. Famous Ski School under Ernie McCulloch. 

Comfortable lounges, three bars. Dancing nightly, 
accommodations from dormitories to cottages. 

SKI $19 WEEKS 
S13ecial weekly rate includes lodging, meals, ski school 
and lift tickets. Ski Weeks commence each Sunday 

throughout the season, except Dec. 26. 
WRITE FOR FULL INFORMATION 

• .~M;~i y;;;&,;tT~dge 
~ MONT TREMBLANT, P. Q., CANADA 

· - Open Winter and Summer- for Your Plea1ure 
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Verendrye in 1731. The party comprised: Eric Morse, Dr. 0. M. Solandt, 
Blair Fraser, Mr; ·· Lovink (Netherlands Ambassador to Canada), Mr. 
Endemann (Deputy High Commissioner for South Africa) and Sigurd 
Olson, of Ely, Minnesota. Although this story does not concern skiing, 
I asked Eric to write it for three reasons: (a) it is of historical in~erest, 
(b) many skiers are canoeists, (c) five of the participants are well
known members of the OSC. 

Dr. W. L. Ball has contributed a well-written and exciting Etory 
entitled "F.I.S. Racing--1936 style!" For the benefit of those who 
came in late, Bill Ball was one of Canada's top skiers of that era. 
During the week the author is Dr. W. L. Ball, toxicologist in National 
Health and Welfare, but on week-ends he is the same old daredevil 
Bill Ball, star of the Red Birds and McGill teams. Look for him 
on the ·'Slalom hill. But above all, don't miss his blood-curdling tale 
oi the 1936 massacre. 

Ken Prior has again burst into print. This time he relates the 
adventures of a ski holiday in Europe.. One of his most interesting 
experiences was riding in a train the windows of which "go up and 
doW'n easily". That really is something! 

Your editor has written a short article on the new Parallel Ski 
School and, as usual, presents extracts from his· ski diary. 

* * * * * 
It is almost traditional in the OSC that members of the executive 

come unheralded arid leave unsung. But let's . make an exception in the 
ca~e of that onerous but unobtrusive position of Honorary Treasurer. 
Jimmy Russell has guarded our treasure, kept our accounts and paid 
our bills for many years. He has now retired and his wise counsel 
and droll humor are missed in the ·executive meetings. However, 
Jimmy will continue to serve the club in the independent capacity 
of auditor. 

. So now we have Gerry Noel as keeper of the funds. Gerry, we 
extend to you a cordial welcome ! 

* * * * * 
Bert Marshall, the skier, and past President of the OSC, is none 

other than Herbert Marshall, lJominion Statistician, who has just 
been electei an Honorary Fellow of the Royal Statistical Society, Lon
don, England. This is the highest bono~ conferred upon Commonwealth 
statisticians. 

* * * * * 
A precocious youngster who appears at Camp Fortune every Sunday 

is six-year-old Margot Montgomery. The daughter of Dr. and Mrs. 
Don Montgomery, Margot is a wonderful li·ttle skier. She m:es no 
poles and can be seen weaving her way down Mort's, Traveler's, Para
dise Valley-and even the Lord Alexander-in expert style. In her 
blonde pig-tails, Margot is a diminutive bundle of radiant personality 
and everybody's darling. 
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Kl CAPITO 
F THE LAURENTIANS! 

ROOM TO SKI • • • MORE SNOW TO SKI ON! 
On the largest lake, arrhe highest elevalion, second greatest 
vertical lift rise in the Laurcntians-no wonder Jasper is 
the choice of topnotcher or tyro. Cheerful rooms, coty 
lounges, matchless Parisian cuisine and nightly dances in 
the cocktail lounge complete the picture of perfection. 

4000·ft. T-BAR 
7S lui from lodge 

and 

U0.00-$1z:-" ;with bath) A.P., in lodge, or chalets with 
electric "Dial Your Heat", Highway 11 from Montreal, or 
our taxi from airporta Express bus to our door. W rltc, 
wire today for Utes, travel data and ski map folder! 

400-ft. Tow 
FREE TO WEEKLY 

GUESTS! 
Top Value In "Liara to Ski" Weeks! 
7 DAYS & FREE T·UR AND 
6 NIGHTS IAIY TOW JASPER (Roaldonl 

Priority) Wllhln the flllnln1 dalu: 
Dec. 10-26; Jan. 2-Feb. 5; 

May 13-Apr. 4 
plus lessons by A!f Binnie 

rn MAIN LODGE . as LITTLE a: 

S59.oo S66.oo 
H. & C. Water Shower, W.C. 

Per per~on (2 in room) inc. mealc 

fiHES1 SKIING IN 1HE EA$1 

Jasper-In-Quebec, P.O. Box 1006 St. Donat, P.Q., CANADA. 

Phone St. Donat 57 Via Ste. Agathe 

RON LEFFLER 
216 LAURIER AVE. W. OTTAWA 

TELEPHONES: 2-3525 or 4-9075 

Specializing in 

• LIFE • SAVINGS PLANS 

• PARTNERSHIP • CORPORATION 

• PENSION • TRUST 

• INSURANCE 

----------------------· 
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Col. Evan Gill, who has served Canada in many responsible capa
cities and was latterly head of the personnel division at External Affairs, 
is now High Commissioner to ~outh Africa. We hope he won't be 
too far from some hills with a white and fluffy covering. 

* * * * * 
Viola Smith, one-time Chairman of the Ladies' Committee, is now 

working for the Canadian Embassy in Tokyo. Good luck, Viola! 

* * * * * 
Art Pinault, 0 ur veteran ski instructor, will again conduct his 

class every favorable Sunday on Traveler's Hill. Beginners and children 
are urged to take advantage of this free instruction provided by 
the club. 

* * * * * 
\Ne again thank our advertisers for their support and request our 

members to patronize them. 
Joe Scott, our perennial photographer, has provided a good selec

tion of pictures. We "see by the papers" that Gladys and Joe were 
on the winning team in the senior square dan<:e competition held at the 
Exhibition. Congratulations! 

Finally, my personal thanks to Hazel-editor extempore and 
proofreader extraordinary. 

• 
J.S.P . 

CANADA'S FIRST BANK 

--------~MY DAN H"________.. 
TO 2 MilliON CANADIANS 

BANK OF Mo~TREAL 
There are 7 BRANCHES in OTTAWA and DISTRICT to serve you 

WORKING WITH CANADIANS IN EVERY WALK OF LIFE SINCE 1817 

• 
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~ ----------------------~~--~------------------------~------~ 

I MAXWELL HOPPER 
GENERAL INSURANCE 

PHONE PA 2-7017 

~ 550 BROADHEAD AVE. OTTAWA. 

*------~--------~~------------~~--~~~~--------'* 
¥----~------~----------~----~ -------~ 

Compliments of 

THE · BORDEN COMPANY LTD. 
OTTAWA DAIRY DIVISION 

PHONE 2-5741 

*--~--~------~~----------~------------~--~---------* 
¥ ._,, ---1' 

.;-.l.-: 
'· 

c ompliments of 

RAMSAY COMPANY 
PATENT ATTORNEYS 

SEARCHES IN ANY COUNTRY 

273 BANK STREET PHONE: 3-1241 

¥ --~ 

Gowling, MacTa-vish, Osborne & Henderson I 
Barristers and Solic itors 

Patents, Trade Marks and Co~·yrights 
Court, Depa rtmental and Parliamentary Agents 

Counsel: Leonard W. Brock i ng t on , Q.C., LL.D. 
E. Gordon Gowling, Q.C., LL.D. Duncan K . MacTavish, Q.C. 
Robert M. Fowle! J ohn C. Osborne Gordon F. Henderson, Q.C 
'lonald C. M erriam Adrian T. Hewitt G. Perley-Robertson 
David Watso-n E . Peter Newcombe D . B. MacDougall 

Paul P. Hewitt R. G. McClenah an 

F. G. Aubrey 
PetPr Kirby 

88 METCALFE STREET 

Patent Agents 
D. G. R. Grundy L E. Hanley 

J ohn I. B•1t!or 
OTTAWA 4, CANADA * __________________ .... _- --· .. ·· ~-----------~ -;. 
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A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT 
T IS A PLEASURE to be able to report that last winter the 

weatherman reverted to a somewhat more normal brand of 
~inter weather. True, we could have enjoyed a heavier 

snowt , but the snow came reasonably early and afforded us good. 
average skiing conditions. Your Executive consider the 1954 season 
a successful one. We hope that the 1955 season will be as gooq or 
better. 

Members will be interested to learn that we are establishing what 
will be known as the Pee · Wee Slope in the vicinity of the Alexander 
parking lot. The s.Iope runs north-east from a point near the end of the 
Morning After out-run and presents an excellent practice slope, ending 
near the Dunlop Road. It will be a suitable training ground for junior 
skiers and novices• of all ages, and will be equipped with a ski-tow. 
Extensive repairs to lodges, bridges and other structures · have been 
undertaken this fall, and we sincerely trust that the members will find 
the dub property in satisfactory condition when the ski season· opens. 

We extend a warm welcome to all members, new and old, at this, 
the beginning of another · ski season. 

Ski Heil! 

sf' #eo~,?e ~~h 

··Jean Halley 

J essie Fear 

Noreen Patrick 

; 
Shirley Patrick 

* • .. .. t 

Standing: 

Norma Johnston 
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Compliments of the following: 

FRIENDLY SHELL DEALERS 

Bannerman's Service 
Station 

Gc.odyear Tires and Batteries 

Rideau St. at N·elson 

PHONE 4-2604 

Jean-Paul Rochon 
Washing - Tire Repairs 

Goodyear Tire's and Batteries 

Sussex St. at St. Andrew 

.PHONE 3-0439 

Earl Mulliolland 
Willard Batteries 

Goodyear T i res 

Bank St. at Clemow Ave. 

PHONE 3-0001 

Dupont Service Station 
Lubrication, Washing 

Tire Repairs 

CHELSEA ROAD - P.Q • 

TEL. PR 7-7629 

"YOU CAN BE SURE OF SHELL" 



Y E A R 6 0 0 K 1 9 54 • 55 · 

THE SEASON OF 1953-54 
by J. S. P. 

A 
RE'MARK.A>BLE feature last sea
son was the inc-reasing nuilliber 

of small fry seen at Camp Fortune. 
The facility of transportation these 
days has made it easier for young 
couples to •bring along their children. 
This will ·have a power,ful influence 
on the future of the club. T·he l!Jt·tle 
boys and girls who run around under 
our feet at the lodge will later be the 

ed regularly every week-end as it 
should. 

By virtue of the long week-ends I 
managed to make twenty-four trips 
into ·Fortune and .built up a formid
a>ble skiing diary. But even the 
a·bridged version which follows -proves 
that we •had a wonderful skiing sea
son. Perha>ps Y·OU are not too in
teres-ted in the adventurE!s of the 

life's blood of the· QS!C. In a few Patrick family, but read it and recol-
short years they will ·be our rank 
and file.; they will produce our cham
pion skiers and control the destinies 
of the club. 

The achievements of Anne Heggt
veit and Art. T{)rnrny at the FIS not 
only 1brought glory to themselves but 
spread the ren{)wn of the OSO to the 
four corners of the skiing world. 
We were proud that they had. grown 
up in our club and had learned their 
skiing on our slopes. 

Another signal event this year was 
the inauguration of :the Parallel Ski 
School, which is treated at more 
length elsewhere. While this school 
is not under the aegis of the club, 
it has our •blessing and full support. 

The square dances at Camp For
tune, organized and run so efficiently 
by Jessie ·Fear, have done much to 
foster club spirit, for members of all 
ages attended fr.orn the dainty little 
Joanne Garland• to the venerable 
Sigurd Lockeberg. Besides, skiers 
are always eager to learn new ·swings 
and turns. 

Skiing conditions were, of course, 
the most important feature of the 
season. It was not a severe winter 
or even a particularly snowy one (87 
inches). but temperatures held steady 
and the W•hite manna, thanks to the 
g.od of skiing and Mr. Baker, descend-

lect what Y·OU did and the grand• time 
you had. 

SKI DIARY, 1953 - 54 
Saturday, Dec. 19 (+9"): Snowed 

all day. Marvellous-4 inches powder 
snow on hard base. Grand run down 
Oanyon. Fair crowd at lodge includ
ing: I. Norman Smith, Blair Fraser, 
Frank Delaute, F / L A. Titus, ADC, 
Eric .Morse, Pheobe Grierson, the 
Bert Marshalls, Kath-leen McElroy. 
Harmon ·Cahill's flaming red shirt is 
one for the book. Horne by Fortune 
lane, Nature, Hi~hland Fling and Ex
celsior. Snow piled on evergreens 
gives Christmas look and superb slid
ing makes this first day {)f skiing a 
red letter one. 

Sunday, Dec. 20 (+32•): ·stayed 
home to attend Christmas services at 
Chalmers. But at Fortune a large 
crowd enj{)yed very bad· skiing- mak
ing me feel quite smug and virtuous. 

Sunday, Dec. 27 ( +3•): Off with 
Hazel of a beautiful sunny morn. 
Despite mid-week rains, 5 inches of 
fresh snow makes wonderful condi
tions. Canyon a dream! Good crowd 
among whom: Clemmie tMcDonald, 
Winnie MoCleery, and Arle-tte Pelle
tier. From diplomatic row : Mr. 
Lovink (Ambassador for the Nether
lands), Mr. ~tnd M·rs. Btbica-Rossiti 
(Ambassador for Greece) and d-augh-
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¥----~~~---~~----.. ... * 

l 
I 

~oAR;,.. 'tU!. G~~ o"o . \) "' 
e ELECTROTYPING 

• PHOTO-ENGRAVING 

• WAX LINE ENGRAVING 

e PLASTIC AND RUBBER 
PLATE MAKING 

• STEREOTYPING 

• pHOTOSTATS 

• OFFSET 

RAPID GRIP AND BATTEN 
LIMITED 

370 BANK Sl.- OllAWA 

2-2611 

" 

DRESSES 

COATS 

SPORTSWEAR 

Read's 
Telephone 5-4928 

68 Sparks Street 

*--~~~----~~~---* ¥--~~~-----~~~-* 
¥ 

~ 

C. MURRAY CLEARY LTD. 
GENERAL INSURANCE 

TEL. 2-2667 

222 SOMERSET ST. WEST OTTAWA 4 

*--~~~-----~~-------~~-------~~-----* ¥ 
... 

Ottawa Rubber Stamp & Engraving Ltd. 
Rubber Stamps - Engraving • Brass Plates 

Steel Stamps • Corporate Seals 

PHONE 2-2307 

43 BESSERER STREET OTTAWA 
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ter, Roxane, Mr. and Mrs. John Hunt 
(First Secretary, U.K. High Oommis
sioner's Office) -and little daug.hter. 
Lunched with the -Bill Irvings. Won
derful day's skiing under cloudless 
sky, with snow that made the skis 
leap. A day that made me truly 
thankful for our Gatineau hills and 
the opportunity to enjoy the grandest 
sport known to man-skiing. 

Saturday, Jan. 2 (+6•): Picked up 
by Wilmer McNaughton, so to Dun
lop's. Overcast, snowing. Excellent 
conditions. Met in with Mary Barnes 
(nee Coutts) and Sid Freifeld (Exter
nal Affairs), who relates skiing ad
ventures when po~:>ted at Trieste and 
Rome. Here It was possible in April 
to ski on the Apennines and swim in 
the Mediterranean the same day. 
Walter Wild had done good work 
fixing the 'Lake Trail. Grand skiing. 

Sunday, Jan. 3 (+16•): WHh Hazel 
and ·Shirley to Le:May's. Snowed 
hard till past noon. Good sliding but 
bitter wind. Chatted with A. D. W·at
son, Cyril ·Carrol and Pres. McHugh, 
accompanied by Wilf. •McDonald, To
ronto legal eagle and Pres. of Can. 
Newman Clubs. Roland Lenton, 
long-time member, chides me for not 
knowing his name. Home at 5.45 and 
after dinner to doze through radio 
progTams. ~erhaps age is catching 
up with me. 

Saturday, Jan. 9 {-6•): With .Mac, 
and Nancy and David Godwin to 
Dunlop's in driving snowstorm. 
Among younger set: Beverley Kii'by 
and Carol Mix. Mary Murtagh and 
Carol McElroy do good work on Ski 
Patrol. Bob Srtoakes •has 20· Euro
pean ski 1badges on wind•breaker. Boy 
Scout leaders (26) under Jim Kemp
ton had tents pitched at Keogan's
would sleep out!! 

Sunday, Jan. 10 (-10•): To parti
cipate in Parallel Ski School with 

15 

daughters Shirley and Noreen, rthen 
on to Fortune. His Exc. Mr. -Lovink 
introduces niece .Miss Weis von Oven. 
To Mountain Lodge by 3 p.m. for 
offidal opening of ski school. Had 
distinguished honour of being knocked 
over on the Bowl by ·Fritz ·Loosll, 
famous instructor of par-allel tech
nique. Excellent dinner (compli
ments of Bradings), seated between 
two newspwpermen: Charlie Daoust 
(Le Droit) and rGharles Woodsworth 
(The c-Ltizen). :Many skiing officials 
present and a jolly time was had by 
all. 

Sunday, Jan. 17 (-14•): Brtght 
sunshine, fresh snow. Little !Switzer
land perfeot. Lodge filled, including 
Jim Leslie, the Geo. Kleins, daughter 
Margaret, and Drs. Guiou, Clinckett 
and Kniewasser. With brother 
George ·by the Highland Fling and 
Excelsior to meet Hazel and Shirley 
at LeMay's. Marvellous skiing, but 
many casual-ties. Home at 5.15. 

Sunday, Jan. 24 (+ 12•): Rains had 
enca:sed countryside wHh ice. But 
to Kingsmere with Shirley -and Noreen 
to attend ski school. Ed. Quipp had. 
broken up Bunny Hill with jeep tO> 
make corn snow. 

Saturday, Jan. 30 (+12•): With 
Noreen and Allen and David· Kelley. 
Overcast, 10 inches fresh snow. Met 
Don Lyall, distant cousin from To
ronto, and J. ·c. Rutledge (Def. 
Prod.). Harmon h-ad •to visit first
aid· room to get 40 stitcheil-in his 

· pants. Bad toss on the Fling, another 
at outrun of Bowl when forced into 
deep snow to avoid h_itrting children. 
Wonderful skiing. 

Sunday, Jan. 31 {+1•): Brilliant 
suns•hine, p-erfect conditions. Met 
many seld.om seem lately at Fortune; 
sister-in-law Daphne, •M:ay Cleghorn, 
Percy McCormack, Stew Bruce. But
terfly appeared in lodge---surely not 
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For Latest Information on Ski Resorts - Ski Tours 

-SEE-

ALLAN'S TRAVEL SERVICE 
63 SPARKS ST. OTTAWA PHONE 2-3724 

RESERVATIONS MADE WITHOUT CHARGE 

*~~~~~~~~~--~--~--~--~--~---~-* 

·~--~--~--------~--~--~----~~~~--~ 

BURRITT & BARBER 
. 

BARRISTERS, SOLICITORS, ETC. 

Alex. F. Burr-itt - R. C. Barber 

TRUSTS BUILDING, 48 SPARKS ST. OTTAWA t 
~ 

*~--~r----~~~--~--~~-~~-~--~--~~-* . - . -~ 

Compliments of 

CUZNER HARDWARE 
CO. LIMITED 

521 SUSSEX STREET OTTAWA 

*·----~--~--~--~--~--~----~~--------·-* 
~---~~--~--~~~--~~----------------~~~ 

A Complete General Insurance Service 

COMMUNITY INSURANCE AGENCY 
WM. T. TROY 

Fire, Automobile, Surety Bonds, Plate Glass 

Accident and Sickness 

202 QUEEN STREET PHONE 3·3327 OTTAWA 
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a harbinger of s-pring! Shirley, 
Noreen and I out early for afternoon 
ski school. Hazel and Harmon fol
lowed later. 

Sunday, Feb. 7 (+ 10•): Bright sun
shine, more fresh snow. Fast ride 
down Canyon. Met in with the K. 
G. Littles, the Leo Valiquettes , J. L. 
Wright, als::J Marjorie Stevenson and 
Bob Farrell, sometime stud-ents of 
mine. Bert Marshall back from 
Switzerland and Mrs. M. out again 
after suffering from painful burns. 
At Paradise Valley caught up with L. 
·J. Mills (Post Office Dept.) . Ideal_ .. 
skiing. 

Sunday, Feb. 14 (+4•): Off in a 
snowstorm with the whole family, 
including daughter Helen (Doner) and 
son-in-law George D., visiting from 
N.Y. To chat wtth Gen. Howard 
Kennedy, FDC chairman, an-d Don 
Cruikshank,- accompanied by son 
Bobby and daughter Bar.bara Ann, 
7 years old t-oday. 

Fr'iday, Feb. 19 (+40• ): With Hazel 
and the Doners. Beautiful day, but 
mediocre skiing. Sat on sun bench 
with the Freddie Bryants. 

Sunclay, 'Feb. 21 (+38•): Picked up 
Jessie Fear, ·EO to Dunlop's in driving 
rafn. Wi<th Pres. McHugh and other 
directors to meet His Excellency the 
G.G. and es-cort 'him to the Jump to 
witness Que·bec Div. Champs. Fog 
held up meet till 4 -p.m. Vice-regal 
varty included :Mr. and Mrs. Lionel 
"Massey and F /L Titus, ADC. In 
spite of all difficulties and delays, 
Mr. Massey took everything in stride 
and after presenting the prizes made 
a :brief speech which received a 
hearty applause. J essie Fear and 
Vera Elliott rustled up a pot of tea 
and a few cookies-a far cry from 
R:deau Hall victuals. A fast ride 
out Dunlop's on corn snow. Home 
at 6.40. 
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Sunday, Feb. 28 (+35•): A grand 
day, but slow skiing. Jolly crowd 
including A. R. Lus•by, .M.P. for Cum
berland Co., N . .S., and charming bride. 
Among loungers on sun benches were 
John Dickey, M.P., Parlia mentary 
Asst. to Mr. Howe and Dan Wallace, 
Paul Ma.r<tin's ·executive secretary, 
also Irene Valiquette, Connie Hogue 
and the John Rays. Applied thick 
coat of Jet, producing an excellent 
case of backosl!p. 

Saturday, March 6 (+ 18•): Picked 
up .by Mac in his brand new Stude
baker. Bright sunshine, 5 inches 
powder snow. Met Jim Aitken at the 
Lockeber·g. Irwin Haskett turns up 
at Fortune-is this a come-back? Dr. 
Guiou wen<!. through the ice on For
tune Lake up to his armpits. He 
miraculou•sly managed to struggle 
out alone and had to roll .up in blan
kets in first-aid -room while Mrs. 
Erwin dried •his clothes. •Perfect 
skiing on Switzerland, Canyon and 
Dippers. 

Sunday, March 7 (+27•): Slow early 
but f3st in afot. Bob M<lGiffin had his 
8-yr.-old daughter along-a replica of 
her mother. Sigurd Lockeberg was 
accompanied by daug:hter Liv, Mar
guerite Farrow and Ebba Horn. 
Frank Mead •back after long a.bsence. 
Dippers excellent, Fling hard and 
bumpy. 

Saturday, March 13 (+18• ): Over
cast, new snow. ·Chatted with Bill 
Heeney and Bill -Matthews, also with 
my neighbours, Helen and .Marion 
Roach, accompanied ·by Betty Neil, 
Helen •Coleman and Pauline Cham
ber ?. Met ·Shirley Camsal, daughter 
of Donnie •C., with whom I attend-ed 
Lady Evelyn school, and her chum 
Leneen Kav·anagh. Best skiing ever! 

Sunday, March 14 (+25•): Snowed 
all day, slow. Art Pinault introduces 
s tar pupils: Pat and Marilyn West-
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wick, daughters Qf Bill W. (The 
JQurnal), and John Irwin. Took 
Parallel !Ski ·School -tests-missed no 
gates, ·but my style was terrible. 

Sunday, March 21 (+20°): CQOl 
breeze overnight ·transforms 6 in·ches 
of wet snow. Trails .are of white 
velvet and trees adorned with blobs of 
cotton wool. Magnificent! The Russ 
Smarts all present, including Russ, 
Jr., 4%. yrs. and Tim, 3 yrs.-also 
Russ's sister, Mrs. Beveridge, from 
N.Y. Cha-tted with Dr. Solandt, but 
not concerning atomic secrets. A red, 
red l€tter day. 

Sunday, March 28 (+22°)-Hard 
and .fast. early, snow in aft. At For
tune met Bruce · Bleakney and daug·h· 
ter .Mariette, alw Mr. Barnes, •son 
Orville and grandd•aughter Marilyn. 
Mr. Barnes (73 yrs. of age) has skied 
for 55 years . and is still improving · 
his technique. Drove home in blind
ing snowstorm. 
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Sunday, April 4 ( + 16°): Beautiful 
sunshine, fresh pQwder snow. Bill' 
Kelley took movies Qf us doing par
allel ( ?) turns on the knQU. Maurice 
Lawrence had son &b.by (4%. yrs.) 
.to Fortune for first time. Hazel, 
brother George and I took gr-and trip 
around Lake trail, 0gQpogQ, Highland 
Fling and Excelsior. It was mid· 
winter skiing in April 'nea·th a Juno 
sky! 

Saturday, April 10 (+44°): Picked 
up Ted May and parked at Booth lot. 
Partly cloudy, slow. At Fortune met 
young John Heeney and chum Lorne 
<McDougall. By the Dippers and Kick
ing Horse with Jessie Fear, Norma 
Johnst()n et al. One girl split her 
slacks and had to tie her windbreaker 
around her middle. This happens so 
often that perhaps a ~stit-ch should 
be standard equipment. Few 'bare 
spots, but gurgling ·brooks Si)ell im· 
pending •break-up. •So home •by 4.45, 
in time to drive NQreen to airport 
for holiday in N.Y. City. 

THREE GENERATIONS OF SKIERS 

Alf. Barnes, san Orville, g.r:altd'daughter Marilyn 
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Art Tommy and Anne Heggtveit at Central Station 
-Photo by Capital Press Service. 
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CO·MPETITIONS 
by RUSS SMART 

R
ACING was much to the fore last 

year. Oompetitors were plenti
ful and conditions were, as a rule, 
ideal. 

The event that should have been 
·the highlight of the year-the Que.bec 
Division Jumping and Cross Country 
Championships was, however, 
plagued by rain 1llnd fog. Fortun
ately the heavy rain did not do irre
parable damage to the hill and happily 
there were sufficient stout-hearted 
s·pectators to footpa,ck the entire out
run. Thus, after a vostponement of 
half an hour, when the fog lifted 
high enough .for the judges in the 
stand to see the take-off, five mem
bers of our junior team appeared one 
after the other out of ·the mist at 
the bottom of the hill. The crack 
of their skis on the landing hill was 
the only thing that told us they had 
been over the jump. By the time 
all the· competitors ·had in·ade their 
pr·actice jump, the mist had lifted so 
much that the whole hill was viSiible. 
T·he meei was w~m by Jacques Char
land of Three Rivers, who displayed 
some of the ·beautiful form which he 
perfected earlier in the season while 
at the World Champions:hips in Nor
way. 

His Excellency the Governor-
General was present at this meet and 
presented the prizes to the winners. 
His perseverance in insisting that 
he be present rut the appointed time 
despite the deluge of rain in town, icy 
road·s and the possibility that the 
meet might ·have to be cancelled tn 
any event., set ·an example which did 
much to instil in competitors, offi
ci-als and spectators alike a deter
mination to overcome the difficult 
conditions . 5:'he result competitively 

speaking was that we had one of the 
best meets held on the hill in the 
past few years. 

In the club championships, we were 
ha·ppy to note the resurgence of 
Andy Tommy, Jr., who m1lide an 
astounding display in C1llpturing the 
Alex West Trophy in downhill and 
slalom and -then went on to win the 
Ottawa S·ki Club Senior jumpin:g title. 
Claude Richer sur.pri·sed no ·one by 
winning the Club Championship in 
cross-country, showing that he was 
keeping in first-class form thou·gh 
he did not make the trip to Europe 
with the F .I.S. team on account of 
·his studies. Another man to be 
watched is Peter <Sneyd, who dupli
cated And·y Tommy's feat' in taking 
the Junior Downhill and :S.Jalom, and 
Jumping titles, with Bob Gratton close 
on his heels, while the two s~mply 

reversed position in first and second 
spot in the Southam Trophy, the 
J unior Club Championship in cross 
country. These two juniors and their 
four team mates wHl have nothing 
to fear from the field when thay 
graduate into senior ranks this year, 
and we shall not be surprised if they 
are in contention when the 1956 
Olymp~ Team is helng selected. 

As usual, Ottawa Ski Club com
petitors dominated most of the meets 
held in the Gatineau Zone. Bob Irv
ing won the Christopher Klotz 
Memorial Trophy in giant slalom; 
Frank Cook wc.n the Lady Willing
don Trophy in cross eountry and Peter 
Sneyd won the C. A. Gray Silver 
Tray, emblematic of the Zone Junior 
Cross Country Championship. John 
Clifford won the Journal Trophy in 
Slalom-Downhill aJ!.d the Gatineau 
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Margot Montgomery 
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Ski Zone Four-Way Sklmeister Cham
pionship, the Bob Wallace Trophy. 

The last club meet of tihe year 
and the one which evokes as much 
interest and enthusiasm as ·any of 
the senior meets was the Midget 
Skimeister, which was held on Sun
day, ·:\farch 21st. This was won by 
Darcy Marsh, of Lake Placid, followed 
closely by J.an Griffin and Peter Guy, 
of Sed·burgh School, while Bob 
Lowes wo.n the under-ten-years-old 
class for tihe last time. 

On the distaff side, the Ottawa 
Ski ·Club Ladies' Championship in 
downhill and slalom was won by 
Marilyn !Southwell, while Judy Mc
Cartney continued: to show gre-at 
promise in winning the Junior Girls' 
title. 

A report on the local racing scene 
would not be complete without pay
ing tribute to all those ·hard workers 
who -came ·out and· helped us to run 
the meets during the winter. While
no list we could reproduce here could 
be in any way cemplete, we would 
like particuiarly to thank the follow
ing who acted as officials on more 
than one occasion: 

Cross•Country: Bill ·Scott and Trail 
Riders. 

Jumpiug: Odd Michaelson; Bob 
Wallace; Earl Fillman; ·Fred 
Wrangell; WHf Parmelee; John 
Glifford; Eddie Condon; Jean 
Desrochers; John Blair; Ross 
Murphy; Russ Smart; Dr. 
Klotz; Sigurd Lockeberg; John 
Fontain€. 

Downhill and .Slalom: Alex McDoug
all; Rick Marshall; Reg Le
febvre; Jake Edwards; Dick 
Porter; Merv O'Neill; Eon .Car
wardine; Doug Ardley; John 
Fripp; Dave Wright; ·Marilyn 
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Turcotte; Ray Desroehers; Phil 
Lefebvre; Ken ,Marshall; Ted 
Clark; Bruce Kirby. 

In out of town meet·s, our skiers 
continued to carry the banner of the 
Ottawa Ski Club with great distinc
tion. 

Highlight of the year was the 
extraordinary performance of Anne 
Heggtveit, who became not only the 
first Canadian but the youngest com
petitor ever to win the Holmenkol
len Giant ·Slalom, emblematic of the 
Norwegian GhampionshiJp and t·hen 
went on to place very well ind·eed 
in the F.LS. World Ohampions,hi·ps 
and in the Roberts of Kandahar. As 
Anne develops year .by year, she looks 
more and more like the first 'Serious 
contender that >Canada has had for 
an Olympic Medal In· ·skiing. 

Art Tommy, our other representa
tive on the -F.I:S. team, had a most 
outstanding record In the men's divi
sion at the F.I.S., at the Holmenkol
len and at t•he Roberts of Kandahar_ 
In · placing ~leventh in the combined: 
standing in the F.I.S., Art produced: 
the ·best record made ~Y any · Oana-· 
dian to date in the World Ohampion:
ships and was bettered in the com-· 
bined standings by only one skier 
from this con·tinent. In so doing, he 
has pro·bably earned· himself a posf
tion in the first flight seedings and!. 
hrus proved that Canada can co'Inpete 

' in top international ski circles . .' 

On the Canadian sc~ne, we pay 
tribute •to Bob Gratton who won the 
Junior Canadian ·Slalom Champion
ship at For-t William, and to Bill 
Mcintyre who won the Dominion 
Junior Championship in downhill at 
the same meet. Other outstanding 
out-of•town performances included 
Peter Sneyd's win of the Taschereau 
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TroJ}hy; Andy Tommy's win in the 
Kandahar Downhill; the ottawa Ski 
Club junior team's win in the Quebec 
Di,!Visional Junior Team Champion· 
ships at Arvioda; and the annual per· 
formance of that o1d man of the 
mountains, John Fripp, who put 
four seconds ·between himself and 
the nearest competitor in the Open 

. Class of the Que>bec Kandahar Down· 
hill. 

We regrBt n·ot having devoted more 
space to the ladies' racing adivities. 
Fll'st of all, we would like to see 
more ladies in these events. How 
about it, girls? 

The Ottawa Ski Olub prize list 
for the last year was as follows: 

Junior Ski me ister : 

Boys-1. Darcy Mars·h 
2. Ian Griffin 
3. ·P eter Guy 

Girls-1. Oharlotte David·son 
2. Mary ,sue Bennett 
3. Agnes Stuart 
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Cross-Country: 

Senior-Glaude Richer (KII"Iby 
Trophy) 
.:Mike .Soott 

Junior·~Bob Gratton (:Sout~jm 
Trophy) 
Pet·er Sneyd 

Downh ill and Slalom Comb ined: 

·Senior /Men-Andy Tommy (Alec 
West Trophy) 
John Clifford 
Bob Irving 

Junior Men-Peter Sneyd 
Bob Gratton 
Bill Mcintyre 

Senior Girls---,Marilyn Southwell 
Hea:ther .McDougall 

Junior Girl-s-

Jump'ing: 

Judy McCartney 
Charlotte Davidson 

Senior 1Men-Andy Tommy (S" .. 

Lockeberg Trophy) 
Odd Micha elson 

Junior Men-Peter •Sneyd 
Bob Grr-·atton 

Anne Heggtveit rece1vmg Life · M embership 
from Pr esident McHugh 
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Caroline Davidson winning Junior Slalom 

Mrs. Marshall watching Bert lighting his pipe 
In background: The Delaute Fa~jiY 

A. Davidson Dunton 
with Daughter Darcy 
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THE NIGHT RIDERS 
by BILL JENKINS 

AS A LONG-IDSTAHLI•SJIED institu
. tion in the ·O.S.C.-are the Night 
Riders dying? People interested in 
the welfare of Ottawa skiing have 
been asking this question •and search
ing for its ans-wer. S.ome of the pro
posed solutions have been harsh, like 
arranging an injured •man's funeral 
before calling the doctor. However, 
those who believe in the idea of the 
Night Riders realize the time has 
come to call the d·octor. Id' some 
stimulus is not given the group in 
the near future, it may fade inrt·o 
oblivion. 

The Night Riders of the Oanyon 
story is one of service; service to 
the Club and service to the individual 
members. Originally founded ·by the 
late Capt. Joe 'Morin in the first 
quarter of the century, the Night 
Riders were responsi.ble for opening 
many of the hills and trails t:hat make 
up our present 13ki area. This hard 
work was done in the members' 
leisure time. Without the Nig-ht 
Riders, many present-day members of 
the Ottawa· •Ski Club would never 
have started· skiinog and never have 
enjoyed the pleasures it offers. 

In 1934 Bill Irving took reins from 
George Brittain as Captain of the 
Night Riders. Bill Irving added some
•thing. Realizing vhe ·benefits or com
petition, he encouraged all the Night 
Riders to race. It -was. not compul
sory, but memfbership in the Night 
Riders off·er'ed the indivi·dual such 
opportunities to improve his skiing 
that few refu13ed them. As well as 
training togerther and racing In the 
local meets, ·they were entered in com
petttion away from Ottawa. The 
tJ:ips were at the •Clu·b's ex.pel!se. To 

judge whether this program was suc
cessful, •one only has to recall the 
names of Ottawa's greatest racers
John and Harvey Clifford, the Tommy 
brothers, John Fripp, Alex McDougal, 
Claude Richer, and so on; all of whom 
at one time •belonged to the Night 
Riders. 

Racing did not !flourish at the ex
pense of work. The skill and fame 
of its members had given it prestige 
and made the ·group more exclusive. 
Each Fall the 111poplicants exceeded 
the openings, ·and· for an applicant 
to be considered, he would have to 
work hard -and steadily through the 
Fall months. As Winter approached, 
the old members would vote on which 
candidates would be accepted. This 
competitive weeding .process sup.plied 
a gang of workers that could ·be relied 
on to groom the hills every year. 

In the last few years something has 
been lacking. 'l'he work has been 
done but the competitive spirit has 
been dwindling. Interest in racing 
has declined to such an extent that 
this year only a small minority of 
the members· intend to race. Much 
prestige has left with the competitive 
spirit, and without this . t4e Night 
Riders have lost their a'I)pear to many 
pr~spective members. 

The na·ture of t:b.e work has been 
another.- factor: working 1 against the 
Night Riders. · Now that the area is 
developed, there is- little creation of 
new :hills; and it only ~emains to 
repair the old ones. At its -best, 
brushing is a chore. Membership in 
the Night Riders still offers· its 
material benefits or a ski cabin and 
•tow pass, but with money more 
plentiful most young skl.ers have 



28 

-1< 

! 
0 T T. A W A S K I . C .L U B 

----------------------* ~----------------------~- ... 
Compliments of 

McHugh & Peters 

A. G. McHUGH, Q.C., LL.D. 

N. M. PETERS, B.A. 

Compliments of 

Johnson Motors 

• Mercury • Lincoln 
• Meteor 

BANK ·sT. OTTAWA 

PHONE: 5-3464 

-..-------------------------* :! ~· ~~~~~~~~~~~-* 
-~<------------~~~~---* x------~------~--~~---1< 

WALLY BIGGS 
AUTOMOBILE DEALER 

Upholstering · •Painting 

Body and Fender Work 

Office: 5-6729- Res.: PA 2-2995 

461 Gladstone Ave. Ottawa 

Nettleton's Jewellery 
LIMITED 

C.N.R., C.P.R., N.Y.C. 
Watch l.nspectcors 

DIAMONDS · WATCHES 
SILVERWARE 

PHONE: 2-3834 

Ottawa 4 t 108 Bank St. 
\ 

,_..._.._.._.._.._.~~* *----------------* 
-~<~~~~~~~~~~~--* -1< * 

For Distinctive Shoes with 

I l 
NATURALLY 

comfort you won't forget 

you think of the 

CAPITOL 

' L •. H. WYNKIE &. SON when you think of 

.·· ·li 

ENTERTAINMENT l .. 
201 SPARKS ST. 

.· 



Y 'E A R B 0 0 K 1 9 5 4 • 5 5 29 

¥------~~~---~-~--~ ~ found they can ride the tow without 

Dominion Jewellers financial heLp. 

Guaranteed Watch Repairs 

OMEGA WATCHES 

F INE DIAMONDS 
and JEWEL LERY 

308 Da lhousie St. Ottawa 

PHONE : 5-7104 

PHOTOGRAPHIC 
EQUIPMENT AND 

MERCHANDISE 
FOR 

EVERY KNOWN 
PHOTO NEED 

• 
CAMERAS 

PRO JECTORS 
ENLARGERS 

CINE KODAKS · 
FILM S, 

ET C. 
• 

TO GRAPHIC 
foteJ LTD. 

65 SPARKS 2-5721 
BRANCH . . 
279 RICHMOND RD. 1Z • 316 4 

If the Night Riders are to ;be re
vived, something has ·to ·be added to 
get away from the present day barter 
of so many days work ~or a bunk 
and a tow pass. We would ·be wise 
if we took a lesson from Laurentian 
clubs, such as the Redtbirds or Nor
dics, that are training camps for 
young racers. 

But what of the value of racing? 
Why go out of our way to encourage 
competiUon w.hen the work is· •bein·g 
done without it? Racing •benefits 
twO. groups-1Jhe individuals and the 
community. The benefit to the in
dividual is obvious and needs Uttle 
enlarging, except to mention, it is 
an aid to the development of one's 
character as well as to one's skiing. 
The benefit tto the .community is not 
as noticeable. The racer is a .rpUJblic 
relations man. This• was evident 
several years ago wben the 5uccess 
of the French team literally put 
France on the ·ski map. Whenever an 
Ottawa skier exc'els, people elsewhere 
who did not realize we had 'hills to 
ski on begin to take notice. 

The actual means by which com
petition could be reintroduced into 
the Night Riders would require dis
·cu.ssiqn and work, bUJt. \something 
should ·be done ·before it is too late. 
Primar ily it would require someone 
capable of holding the members' 
esteem, as well as ·be.ing a coach. 
The .present seems to be particularly 
ripe with the commendable job the 
Gatlneau !Ski Zone is doing with Cla15fi 
C racing · and <the introduction this 
year of; Midget competition. 

PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS 
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TRAIL RIDER REPORT 
by BILL SCOTT 

FOR most skiers the skiing season 
begins only after the first good 

snowfall. '!'here are others however 
whose. enthusiasm leads them to the 
Gatineau -when the first signs of fall 
indicate that summer is past and a 
new win•ter is on its way. We Trail 
Riders have always <:ounted our&e·lves 
among this latter group, and the fall 
of '53 found us hard at work with 
scythe and axe clearing the ski trails 
of the ·brush they had accumulated 
during the summer. "Hard at work" 
was no exaggeration, for we Jhad lost 
over half of OU! members of :the .pre
vious year, and were faced with the 
job of clearing ·and maintaining all 
Ottawa Ski Club trails with too few 
workers. However, the .fall work went 
fairly well, and we had the trails in 
good shape by the time the s.norw ca.me. 
Although we didn'rt know it •at the 
time one of our •b!g.gest jobs had been 

done for u.s. This was the Wright

ville TraiL It seemed to be excep
tionally clear of .brush, and what was 

expected to ·be a tough job turned 

out to be little more than a long walk. 

We learned later that it ·had already 

been done by Elmer Cassel and his 
crew working out of Pink Lake Lod•ge. 

excep•tional amount of crosschecking 
was required. '!'here were only two 
week-ends d•ur!ng the whole winter 
when a snowfall during the week did 
not necessitate hard work on the 
trails to get rthem in shape for Sun
day traffic. However, snow is wel
come under a-ny circumstan-ces and 
those who used the trails last -winter 
enjoyed one of the finest seasons 
for s•ome time. 'I'he Trail Riders 
als·o had the job of running all cros·s
country .races held at Camp ·Fortune. 
This involved cross-checking and 
bunting the ·trail, supplying forerun

ners and spotters, and .timing the 
contestants. 

As in pas•t years !:!he Trail Rider 

annual birLhdtay banquet was held in 
Lockeberg Lodge late last fall, and 
was a ·big success, thanks largely 

to the effol'ts of Bessie Tant. The 

Trail Rider seventh .birthday cake 

was cut ·by >Sheila Hoare. At the 

election of officers which foll.owed the 

banquet, Bill \SCQtt was elected cap
tain and Harry Pettigrew lieutenant. 

Turning >to this season, Trail Riders 

are again back at work on the ski 

trails. During the summer we were 
By the time winter came anu our sorry to learn that Harry Pettigrew, 

job of crosschecking the ski tr·ails our lieutenant ·of las.t seaoon, had 
began, we had built our membership moved permanently to Renfrew. He 
up to fourteen. .Since eight trails will be mis·sed very much, but we · 
had to •be maintained our man•power wis[l him the -best of luck. However, 
was !liPread rather thinly and if some with quite a .few new members, the 
trails were not always as smooch as organization Is back up to strength 

· could ·be desired there was good rea- and we are looking forward to a 
son for it. To add to our troubles, an su<:cessful season. 
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SKI PATROL 
by K. R. MARSHALL 

THE SEA•SON of 1953-54 saw the 
fourth year of operation for the 

Patrol and the ·first year as a quali
fied member of the Canadian Ski 
Patrol System-an organization link
ing the various Ski •Patrol units across 
Canada into one vast network of 
co-ordinated P.atrols stretching fr·om 
coast to coast, wit'h headquarters in 
Montreal. 

The System is divided into Divi
sions, and the vai:ious Divisions are 
sub-divided into Zones, with our own 
Patrol earning under ·the jurisdiction 
of · the Quebec Divis ton, and our par
ticular area designated as the Gat
ineau Zone. 

Through such an organization any 
marked trends in rescue work will 
be funnelled ·back to its segm~nts. 

Innovations will •be carefully scrutin
ized by each Zone for any practices 
wl:lich could be adapted and used to 
fill a need in its o·perations. 

One primary problem of the Ga•t
ineau Zone was solved . for us by the 
System-that of a supply of adequate 
sleds. The sleighs previously used 
were adequate as far as spac~ and 
short hauls were concerned. But 
where a long haul was necessary, 
they became too heavy and cumber
some in deep snow, and much too 
awkward to handle while traversing a 
steep slope. 

The Arctic rescue sleds, shipped 
here by the CSPS, and· obtained 
through the Army, were ideal for 
hauling over long distances and could 
be handled by one .person on a slope. 
The three-mile bush trip made by 
Howard Bergin two years ago would 
have been much less gruel!!ng had 
the rescue sleds been jn use here. 

One memorable Saturday morn
ing last February members ·of the 
Patrol on duty in the Camp Fortune 
Area handled six cases in the hours 
between 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. Much 
to their relief that was the very day 
the sleds were delivered. At the 
close of the skiing season the sleighs 
were called in for an inventQry, but 
there is every reason to .believe tha·t 
they will be shipped to us again this 
year. 

Our thanks and appreciation to 
Mr. E. S. Richards and 'Mr. J. S.cott 
of the Federal District Gommi£sion, 
and to Mr. J.ohn Clifford, of Ciifford 
and ·Saunders, for the assistance they 
gave in transporting the sleds to 

· and from Damp Fortun~. 

The first-aid refresher course s·pon
sored by the St. J·ohn Ambulance will 
again be taken by each Patroller. Last 
season . a weekly schedule was in
augurated ·on a trial basis. It proved 
workable and will be in force this 
year. The schedule will cover the 
Oamp Fortune, Mountain Lodge and 
Beamish Hill areas. 

At the close of the 1953-54 season, 
a ·~quare dance was held at Beamish 
Hill Lodge. It was a huge success 
and was attended by a very large 
gathering. During the evening, a 
presentation was made to the St. John 
instructors in ap.preciation of their 
very fine performance throughout 
many years of service. 

Our heartiest congratulations •to 
Alvin Bergin w:ho Wll!S recently mar
ried. Alvin has •been in charge of 
the St. John clearing station at Old 
Chelsea for some years and has dQne 
a wonderful job. 
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FIRST AID COMMUNICATIONS 
by GORDON A. GRANT 

SKIE•RS may have idly wondered last 
winter why the first-aid building 

at Fortune had sprouted a TV an
tenna. It was certainly not to keep 
the St. John Ambulance people from 
getting bored, but to serve an entirely 
different pul'pose. Although a·ppear
ing much like a TV antenn·a, and used 

Radiote lephone 

operators 

Don Clements 

and 

Wally Johnst o ne 

for operations on almost tJhe same 
frequency, it was the first trial of a 
radiotelephone link •between .the first
aid ·building at Fortune and the first
aid ·post .at Old Chelsea. 

On Sundays during the winter 
when the •St. John Am'buhmce oper
ates in the •ski area, the base of 
operations is at Old Chelsea. There 
in a well-equipped "field hospital" , a•re 
nurses and first-aid men who can 
work e:fficien•tly in warm quarters. 
There also is :based the ambulance 
for the area. A <:all to them will get 
quick results- if you have a tele
phone. 

Fortune is a likely area .for skiing 
injuries due to the high density of 
skiers, but is sadly lacking in tele
phones. The forestry line was always 
viewed with 1:1kepticism. Runners 

took a long time to carry the message 
when someone was injured·. So at 

the sugges•tion of one of the St. John 

people, Jack Stoller, the author was 

asked about the possibility of using 

radio for direct connection to the 

post a,t Old Ohelsea. 

at 

Old Chelsea 

Clearing 

Station 

It was fortunate tha t an organiza
tion of .the amateur radio operators 
in the form of the Amateur Radio 
Emergency Corps, with some fore
sigh-t, had skilled operators and 
home-built equipment ready to give 
it a try. On Jan. 10 two crews, 
totalling about eight persons, set up 
equipment at. the two locations and 
estaJblished communication in a couple 
of hours. The immediate success was 
encouraging to all concerned·. That 
day four pers·ons were taken down ·by 
a mbulance, one a very serious case. 
wi-thout unneces·sary delay. 

P reviously, getting a message Ito 
the first-aid post was ·often haphaz,ard. 

(It has ·a party line with aJbout ten 

other subscribers.) Sev eral times a 

badly injured person had to be kept 

waiting in the cold at .the u:pper park-
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ing !at for nearly an hour. The sh<>ek 

effect in such cases is multiplied 

many times. Now with a direct link 

the ·offi{)er in charge. at Fortune can 
learn whether the ambulance is avail
able and how soon it {)an get to the 

Lord Alexander parking lot. The 

average time now is a.bout twelve 

minutes for the run, just time to get 

Ossie with his horse and get down 

there with the ca!?ualty. Longest wait 
last year was about .two minutes. 

The equipment used a.t Fortune is 
powered by a storage battery which 
is {)arried or pulled in each Sunday. 
The equipmelllt ·at OJ{! Chelsea is run 
from the power line. Operation is 
in the six meter amateur band on a 
frequency of 50.4 megacycles. On 
this frequency are several other 
stations in the city who keep a close 
wat{)h on operations a.t Fortune and 
are ready to help at any time. This 
proved of great value on one occasion 
last winter when "the telephone line 
wa~ busy for about half an hour and 
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a message had to be sent to a girl's 
parents in the city. 

Most of the amateur ra{!io operators 
who look after this service are not 
skiers. They do it for the same rea
son that the first aiders give their 

time and the Ski Patrol pat rols in

stead of skiing. And their work has 

reduced the worry and uncertainty 

to a new minimum. .Some of the ·boys 

who helped last winter were: Henry 
Stockwell, Eric Mills, Bob Hare, Bill 

Caton, Wally Johnstone, Gord Spaf

ford, Dave Slocombe, Pon Clement s, 

and the author, whose most notable 

achievement was to get lost in the 

woods above the Slalom Hill and 
having -to call d'or directions with his 

walkie-talkie. 

Plans for this season are already 

under way and it is ·hoped to provide 

even more coverage than last year. 

S·o, see you on 'the trails~but in one 

piece, please! 

·--------~------------~------------------------~------~ ! RED LINE TAXIS-3- 5 611 I 
* * 

C omp!imenls of 

J. T. RICHARD, M.P. 
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ST. JOHN AMBULANCE BRIGADE 
Ottawa Ambulance Division Nuniber 73 

SKI ACCIDE~TS reported to our St . 
. T()"I\n units in the Gllltineau ·Parle 

during the 1953-54 season. 

Fractures and Suspected Fractures: 

Male-Up-per limbs and rtbs .. 2 
Lower limbs and pelvis .... 10 

Female-Upper limbs and ribs.. 4 
Lower limbs and pelvis .... · 17 

Total .................. ,............................. 33 

Sprains anti Strains: 

Male- Upper limbs and chest .. 4 
Lower limbs and aibdomen .. 2 0 

Female-Upper limbs and chest 3 
Lower limbs and abdomen .. 14 

Total ·············-································· 41 

· MiscellaneOus Injuries: 

(Including concussion, compression, 
incisions, lacerations, contusions, 
epi~taxis, fros-t bites, etc.) 

Male ············---------·····--··------------------·-- 29 
Fem-ale ·································-······---···· 17 

Total -------·················-······················ 46 

Burns and Scalds: 

(Including rope burns) 

Male -------·-····································'······ 4 ' 
Female ................................................ 3 

Total ................................................ 7 

Dislocations: 

Male .................................................... 1 

Female ------················--------------·········· 0 

Total ·------·--····································· 1 

Gastric and Other Disturbances: 

Male ----··----·················· ·········-········· 3 
-Female ······-·································------ 1 

Total .............................................. 4 
Total number of case treatments .. 132 

Our Canadian Ski P.atrol Auxiliary 
reported the following accident s 
treated by their members. This re
port is, !however, not complete, as 
many failed <to turn in their report 
cards. 

•Miscellaneous .................................... 12 
Suspected fractures ...................... 13 

Total number of cases handled 25 

-HOWARD S. BERGIN. 

93 BANK STREET 
OTTAWA-- 3-1084 
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"GRAND CHAIN ALL!" 
by JESSIE FEAR 

AGAIN the Gatineau Hills rang with 
vibrant music when meffilbers 

and their friends joined in the square 
dances at Fortune last winter. 

T.hese dances are becoming a regu
lar institution. The first one, iVhich 
took 'Place the previous March, proved 
so popular that they were held 
monthly last January, February and 
Mar-ch. The attendance at all of 
them ex·ceeded expectations and en
thusiasm was keen. In fact, in •their 
exuberance the dancers found it diffi
cult to a void running afoul the stoves 
and at times wound up with on€ in 
the middle '<>f a set, instead of a 
"·birdie in the cage". 

With the lodge hmding atmosphere 
and almost everyone in ·plaid ;;,hirts 
and slacks, i•t didn't take long to get 
things under way. The three-piece 
orchestra, violin, banjo and guitar, 
beat out the music from the dais 
(three ta•bles pushed together) and 
the inimitable Jack Zou.b!e called the 
squares and reels. In happy abandon 
all swung merrily, the veteran mem
bers (temporarily) shedding twenrty 
y13ars off their lives. 

.Some 'Of ilie would-<be dancers were 
a bit timid at first, but with Jack 

giVmg instruction they were soon 
doing the "dip and dive" and the 
"duck for the oys·ter" like experts. 
Nimble as prairie chickens were such 
light srteppers as our genial Presi
dent, George Mc Hugh, Gilrry Noel, 
Gladys and Joe Scott, Lois and BO'b 
•McGiflln, Hazel and Jim Patrick, Mr. 
and Mrs . ·Ted May and many other 
well-known members. By remember
Ing the time-honored skiing injunctioii 
"bend zee knees" they went through 
the gyrations and swings with ease. 

AI Villen€uve did a good job of 
kee'I)ing the thirs-ty dancers supplied 
with sof.t drinks. .steve Saunders 
and John Clilford were responsible 
for transporting the generat'Or and 
the P.A. system. Thanks are also 
due Ossle and his faithful steed Nig
ger, for hauling equipment. 

The friendly informality of these 
dances gives us the o~portunity of 
gertting to know ·one another. We go 
so fa>rt when skiing on the hills that 
we hardly •ha ve time to give a passing 
glance. So come out to our hoedowns 
this coming season. Even if you think 
you can't square da·nce, come up 
anyway, with Jack Zouble as 1M.C., 
you can't miss. Be seeing you! 

Squar-e Dance 
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ON THE TRAIL OF LA VERENDRYE 
by ~RIC W. MORSE 

THE OPE:N·ING scene of thil! sum
mer saga finds six men sprawled 

around a camp.fire on the shore of 
Lake Superior. We were on a big 
bay ten miles south of the in1er
national border , near the mouth of 
the Pigeon River. Our two tents 
'were pitched behind us .by a grove 

about 1803, the big fre ight ·canoes 
from M·ontreal and the smaller "north 
canoes" from as far as the Rockies 
met to interchange their loads of 
tra-ding articles and pelts. 

The fur-trade route from Montreal 
via the Ottawa and iLake Nipissing 
was · fairly straight going, 1ill it hit 

Party Leaving Lake Superior at Grand Por'tage 

of young spruce and pine. Three 
aluminu m canoes gHstened in the 

. firelight. Three hundred miles and 
sixty-five portages .through the other
wise untracked forest to the west of 
us lay our destination on the shore of 
Rainy Lake. 

The lure of this canoe trip was 
history- not just the ordinary annual 
escape from our desks and tele
phones ; we were projecting ourselves 
back into the eighteenth century, 
trying to live for seventeen days a 
luxury-diet ver s·ion of the life of the 
early explor ers and voyageurs. Our 
campsite was •the Grand Portage, the 
great rendezvou·s of the fur trade 
where, from !La Verendrye's day till 

the forbidding ramparts past Lake 
Superior. The best way through from 
there to the Prairies, La V erendrye 
found, was to go up the Pigeon River, 
over the continental divide, and down 
a chain of •beautiful lakes and fa-st 
rivers. These form a principal source 
of the W innipeg River, and have since 
become the internation al boundary. 
Through wise conservation measures 
and an odd quirk of history, this 
country for 4,000 square miles still 
looks exactly as it did before the 
whHe man came. 

We had brought along with u s 
ty.ped or •photostatted copies of the 
diaries of La V erendry€, 
Thompson, the Alexand·er 

Harmon, 
Henr ys 
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(elder and younger) and Alexander 
Mackenzie. Many of the limdmarks 
and 'portages we found still fitted 
deEoeripUons WTitt'Eln two cenlturies 
ago. We got a· kick from reading 
these around the campfire each night. 

This is no diary of our journey, 
much of which was in any case just 
like any ordinary canoe trip. In our 
winter''!! reading and· •planning, how
ever, two sections of >the route had 
been of special interest and concern 
to us: 

1. The -section from Lake Superior 
to the height of land: so far as we 
know, no one ·had been over this 
sixty miles of our route during the 
past century- would the old pol'tages 
be . grown· over?. The first one was 
eight miles long. In our first two 
days, we had to a-scend 900 feet. 
The .Pigeon· was fast, shallow and 
rocky. This was not canoe country. 

2. Rainy Lake was -sixty miles long 
- would our seventeen-foot canoes 
be able to take such big water? 

Breaking ourselves in gently, we 
slept in till five that first morning, 
July 1st. A dip in Lake Superior. 
Then after a quick breakfast and 
pack-up, we were off across the Grand 
Portage. Eight miles trekking 
through the bus·h at the height of 
the fiy •season with a load on our 
necks was certainly not our idea of 
a good time; •but there w~s no choice, 
since ·the lower ·part of the Pigeon 
is just a series of waterfalls. The 
explorers' diaries had not been very 
reas-suring: La Verendrye's men had 
mutinied and refused to make the 
portage; MacKenzie said rather 
ominously that they 'had tried cattle 
and horses on it "without success". 
However, we found that the portage, 
recognized as an •historic sf.te, was 
cared for and in e·xcellent shape; It 
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was a broad trail through tJhe woods 
and looked much like the O.S.C. High
land Trail In summertime. In six 
hours, including lunch, we found 
ourselves over the portage and at 
Fort Charlotte (now ju·&t a mou:;>.d) 
on the Pigeon River, which is about 
the width of Brewery Creek in Hull. 
We paddled another four miles up 
the Pigeon and portaged round Par
tridge Falls, an ·awesome and un
spoiled spot, where we •halted amid 
the roar of the Falls. 

·Our second day proved to be our 
toughest. r.t took us all day to 
make the eleven miles ·from Partridge 
·Falls up the ·Pigeon to its start at 
Fowl Lake. A few stretches were 
quiet enough and deep enough for 
ordinary paddling, ·but it was not long 
before the •bow man had to ex
change his paddle for a .pole. 

Then we encoun•tered t•he ·first of 
the rapids. The river 'bank was 
densely forested, and the ancient 
portage path of the voyageurs here 
had lon-g -since disappeared ·in the 
overgrowth. There was nothing for 
it but to. get out and pull the loaded 
canoes ·bodily through all the white 
water, live miles of it. We spent 
much of that day immersed to our 
knees, sometimes to our chests, toilin·g 
up each chute, while slipping on ·the 
rocky bottom. Three times we came 
to water falls, where we landed and 
hacked out a portage. We were 
properly do;ne in, sun-burned·, .foot
sore and fly·bitten that night, and 
rather wondering just wha:t we had 
let ourselves in for. We camped in 
the breeze 20() .feE't above the valley 
floor on a fiat, rocky hilltop where 
an extra tot was issued to all hands. 

After the second day it was a bit 
less like a death mareh. The weather 
was delightful; though o ur course 
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lay against the prevailing westerlies, 
we even had, tail winds. Our route 
still lay along the international 
'boundary for another hundred miles. 
Often we breakfasted in !Minnesota 
and lunched in Ontario; we slept in-
discriminately in either. For two 
days after leaving the Pigeon River 
we were crossing the wild, .rugged 
country leading to <the height of land. 
Here we were among the steep, high 
basaltic headlands which dominate 
the Lake Superior topography. 

It was along here, since it was 
no longer a through route, that we 
had 'been particularly concerned 
about being able to find the old port
ages. ,such, however, had been the 
tra_ffic of thousand.s 'of feet labouring 
under their heavy loads that the 

. sparse local traffic of Indian trappers 
and plane•borne fishermen was enough 
to keep .them open. Although one 
is much less impressionable under a 
canoe than in it, we could not heip 
sensing the past as we trod these 
his,toric paths. 

The portage which crossed the 
actual height of land was an · un-

. dramatic half-mile through the bush. 
South Lake ~t one end of it Hows 
out through the Great Lakes into 

· the Atlantic; from the other end of 
: the portage, North Lake eventually 

reaches the Aflctic through Lake 
Winnipeg. The voyageurs here had 
a special ceremony: ·any novices were 
made Northwesters by being sprinkled 

. with water from cedar .boughs; they 
vowed-, -among . other things that . they 
would · not let any -novice :Pass this 

·way without. a similar initiation, and 
that they would never kiss a voya
geur's wife (at least not without her 

OTTAWA S K I · C L " U B 

stood the party to drinks all •round. 
H was certainly good, from now on, 

to be going with the stream. The 
water seemed very high-we heard 
later that H was the highest in fifty 
years-so it was possi-ble to : shoot 
several of the rllipids. Our aluminum 
canoes gave us a •slight edge here 
over the voyagejlrs. Our average 
rise and dl'op in altitude thro.ugh
out ·the trip worked out at a;bout a 
hundred feet a day; this gave us 
plenty of white water, the icing on 
a paddler's cake. 

Rainy Lake, the final question 
mark, gave us a start as we entered 
it and looked acrqss its waters to 
see no land 
the · horizon. 
haved very 

in view on sections of 
However, the lake be

well · until the last day 
' when a nor-wester of near:gale force 
blew from off the · stal'board bow. 
Against tl:i.is, even with . a train· con
nection to make, we managed to do 
only about a mile and a half an hour ; 
we shipped a good deal of w:~:ter , 

•but branches placed :under the packs 
kept our stuff dry. Bow and stern 
man bobbed crazily up and down 
nearly three feet with each wave, 
which seeme-d ·merely to · roll under 
the canoe while we stood still. We 
could well appreciate the··· plight 'of 
the voyageurs when they were ·eahgM 
by such wind and waves on this ex
panse of water. The danger to · their 
frail ~birch-bark craft, laden with over 
two tons ·of crew and cargo, was lest 
a huge wave should snap its back. 

We arrived at Fort -F-rances <in 
schedule on July 17th. As·mir · train 
took off for a T.C.A. : connection at 
Fort William we were soon very 
literally jolted back iiltd the twen-

-consent). Following this, the novices tieth century. 

i RED -i 
*__;__·~~-~-~-------~-~--------~----* 

LINE ·TAXIR- 3-5 611 
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F.I.S. RACING- 1936 ·sTYLE 
by W. L. BALL 

AT THIS TLME, when Anne Heggt
veit and Art Tommy have re

turned to Ottawa after a very credit

able performance in the .F.l.'S . races 

in Sweden, it is interesting to turn 

back the pages of history to another 

F.I.S. meeting. The time was 193·6 

and the pface Innsbruck in Austria. 
The writer was the only Canadian 
competitor although the UJS.A. and 
Great Britain both had strong entries . 
The rest of the small Canadian Olym
pic team whieh competed in Ger
many had scattered in all direcHons. 
Bud Clark and Tom Mobraaten headed 
for Kongsberg i~ Norway, Tom's birth· 
place and where he had learned to 
jump as a youngster with the Ruud 
Brothers. Karl Baadsvick was jump
ing in Czechoslovakia and Norm 
Gagne was in Paris- not for the 
skiing. 

I did not go to Innsbruck with any 
idea of ·bringing honour to the Do
minion, a 36th place in the Olympic 
Alpine events had disillusioned me on 
that score. I did hope. hl'lwever, that 
I might solve the mystery of the 
European technique ·by watching the 
top .Performem in a·ction again. From 
our e:x:perience in the downhill and 
slalom in the Olympic games it was 
obvious · that a dramatic change in 
skiing had taken ·place: Only three 
years before, a McGill team had made 
an excellent showing in the inter
national intercollegiate ski meet in 
Switzerland. It was quite a shock to 
find ourselves completely outclassed 
in 1936. The Canadian style, a com
bination of stem and body we:J.ve, 
was ineffectual against a parallel 
technique whkh differed lil.tle from 
the present one. 

There was no snow in >the s·treets 

of Innsbruck when I arrived and 

:heavy thaws had softened the trails. 

I climbed the downhill course with an 

Austrian who spoke no E.nglish. For

tunately, he understood my French 

and I got the general idea of his 

German. · At the top he produced a 

bottle of wine and I had a bag of 
•biscuits. These we shared while 

enjoying the scenery, and speculat

ing as to the best way to handle the 

course. 

That night the t emperature dropped 
and the day of the race dawned clear 
and cold. The bottom of the course 
was reached by a cable railway. From 
there we proceeded on foot carrying 
our skis. There was no danger of 
damaging the course-it . was hard 
as rock. At the top many competi
tors bega.n to protest the condition 
of the course and the officials w'ent 
into a huddle. Some, including Arnold 
Lunn of Great Britain, were · emphatic 
that it was suicide to race. Others 
hoped that by delaying the start until 
noon the sun would soften the course. 
This did 'not occur but at 12.30 the 
officials announced that they would 
ti:rne anyone who wished to run. 
Some seventy of the original field of 
about one hundred lined up. The 
first racer, Willi ·Steuri, one of the 
famous skiing family, pus·hed off with 
apparent bravado, plunged down an 
icy declivity and shot into the woous 
at t ·he .bottom like a bullet. Shortly 
the sound of spl~ntering skis floated 
up from below ~nd word came •back 
that Willi had broken his leg. 'Several 
more competitors decided it was a 
good day for ·touring. I compromised 
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by applying Klister to the centre of 
my skis in the hope that it would 
slow me down. Later I wished tha-t 
I had used the whole tin and s·pr inkled 
the surface with sand. 

When m:r turn came I eased myself 
over the lip of the first drop and 
thanks to the Klister negotiated the 
stretch through the woods, which by 
then had c!aimed a couple of more 
legs. It was not long •before my up
hill wax wore off and I wa.g at the 
mercy of the icy course. I was 
bounced around· like a cork in a mlll 
race. At . twelve I lost count of my 
falls and concentrated my whole 
attention on getting down alive. I 
had lost all interest in racing. At 
one point I lost a ski which dis
appeared in the woods. I met it as 
I slid on my back around the next 
bend and foolishly put it on again. 
I wa·s doing far better on my back. 
Again, I slid over a bank and land·ed 
on top of some sort of evergreen. 
Here I hung suspended until I climbed 
up my legs and undid my ·bindings. 

All the way down I progressed to 
the shout from officials and specta
tors alike, "Langsam Fahren---Go 
slowly". I appreCiated their advice 
but was unable to take advantage of 
it. It didn't occur to me to give up 
-I was a·pparently too dazed to think 
clearly. 

Finally, the ordeal was over and I 
slid out of the woods into the sun
shine of the finish line, practically 
out on my feet, gasping for breath. 
I had fared better than most. There 
bad been twenty injuries, which re
quired treatment, including •six -broken 
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legs and two collar bones. Sigmund 
Ruud broke both skis and his nose 
when he ran off •the course into a 
field .of stumps. I had no broken 
•bones and only about fifteen 'bruises. 

When t•he results were posted I 
found I had placed 29th. I was elated 
until I turned the page and found 
that only 36 had finished. The win
ner was Rudolf Rominger, of Aus
tria, a wizard on ice. He admitted 
to only four falls. Birger Ruud was 
fourth and Peter ·Lunn, Arnold's son, 
t~nth. 

The slalom was held at Seefeld 
which we reached by a short train 
ride. Every seat was taken and the 
aisles were packed. I remember that 
Sertorelli, the daring little Italian, 
who was later killed in a downhill 
race, climbed up into the baggage 
rack and went to sleep. Conditions 
w~re excellent for the race although 
the sugar snow didn't stand up too 
well to the traffic. As some of those 
who had survived the downhill were 
in no condition to race in the slalom 
eubs•titutes were .permitted. This 
ruling was received with a storm of 
protest from the veterans of the 
downhill, none of whom was in top 
shape after the previous day's beat
ing. 

The slalom wa·s opened ·by Anton 
Seelos, then at his ·peak. (It is in
teresting to note ·that he was active 
in the coaching in 1Sweden in 1954.) 
He ha-d wisely refused to race in the 
down•hill. Rudi Matt of Austria, an 
older brother of Toni .Matt, who was 
so impres·sive- s·ome years ago at 
rSun Valley, won the event. 

r RED LINE TAXIS- 3 5 611 --i 
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My first run was up to my usual 
standard but my old Dartmouth 
friend, Ted Hunter of the U.S.A., 
who was incapacitated bv a cut leg 
came to t•he rescue. He had solved 
the European technique during his 
convalescence and pointed out the 
counter rotll!tion and unweighing of 
the skis to me. The result was 
dramatic. I loppoo fifteen second•s 
off my first time and improved my 
stan{}ing from 32nd to 22nd. 

And so the F.LS. meeting of 1936 
ended. Comments by ski offi-cials 
from all over the world were scath· 
ing that such a ma:ssacre ~ould 

have been permitted in the name {)f 
sport. For myself the ordeal had 
·been worthwhile and I feel that what 
I learned in Inns.bruck helped develop 
such successful racers as Doug IMann 
and Bob Johannsen, whom I coached 
at McG!ll. 
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SKI JUMPER 
From the hill's waterfall of white, 
gracefully over pools of pine 
and watching faces poised and 

bright 
like cool clean bubbles in deep 

wine, 
the skier floats. And time recalls 
the heron drifting from Autumn 

oak, 
lovely as a drea.m, to skim the 

lake; 
or the sweet instant when 

through the now 
of super silence in Winter cold 
when lonely wi-nd makes timbers 

shake, 
love's word falls,_ like aster smoke, 
easing the heart with gentlest 

· glow. 
-----{}eorge Ab-be in the New Y6fk 

Times. 

WINTER WONDERLAND 
The snow has made a winter 

wonderland 
Of all the barren wastes of plain 

and hill, 
Spreading white sheets, be

spangled with the f·rost, 
Where summer's charred remains 

lie prone and still; 
Here Beauty walks again to seek 

new forms 
Wherewith to clothe her ever

changing graee-
The mounde<l fir, the silence of 

the night, 
The moon's down-drifting web 

of powdered lace--
Till dreaming diamond-studded 

slopes -awake 
To lusty avalanche of skiing feet, 
Till youth's ·glad laughter and 

•the echoing call, 
Make snow-bound wild-s a para· 

dise complete. 
-Lilian Whiting. 
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PARALLEL SKI SCHOOL 
by J. S. P. 

IT IS NOT by chance that Allen 
Snowdon, President of Bra<l·ing's, 

thought up the idea of sponsoring a 
ski school. Allen is an old skier, 
a former vice-president of the OSC 
and past president of the CASA. This 

according to the stage of their pro
ficiency. The classes for beginners 
were held on the gentle slopes above 
·Mountain Lodge, the novices used 
the Bunny Hill, and the more ex·peTt 
skiers practiEed the advanced turns 

Norval Rifton Instructing Class 

was a stroke of luck for t:he skiers 
and would-be skiers of Ottawa. S·ki-
ing here has been given an impetus 
which will have a far-reaching effect. 

·There is little need to dwell on 
the success and popularity of the 
school. The registration had to ·be 
closed shortly after the season began. 
Klngsmere became a hive of activity 
and standing room was at a premium 
in Mountain Lodge. 

At Kingsmere the facilities are just 
made to order. Three grades of 
terrain are available for the pupils, 

-Photo by Newton. 

Qf parallel technique on the Snow 
Bowl. Here als·o is a steep bank 
where the art of side-slipping was 
taught. 

Too much credit cannot be given to 
the staff of instructors. They are 
well-skilled in the art of their s•pecial 
technique and know how to impal't It; 
they were kindly and patient- which 
at times must have ·been difficult. 
Norval Riffon, t:he director, kept 
moving from class to class, criticizing 
and advising or giving a word of en
couragement. His corps of able in-
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structors compri-sed: Roger Blais, 
who taught Canadian ski troops dur
ing the war, Victor Tremblay, Charlie 
Burroughs and Ricky Spe!'berg. 

Brading's is doing a valuable job 
for skiing and incidentally for the 
OS'C. The hundreds of new skiers 
trained at Kingsmere will not be 
satisfied to remain within its limited 
confines. They will soon extend their 
activities to our hills and trails and, 
of course, join our club. 

Our congratulations to the P-arallel 
Ski School on its initial success. 
May it become a permanent institu
tion. 

51 

+-~~-~("-(~()-()-()-()-()-()~)-+ .,..._...~- ·-·· o l~~--11-+ 

I ):t ' 'I i 
I I I ANNUAL FEES I 
I When Buying Goods I I I I 1 

Ottawa Ski Club 

I I I 
I or I i Senior, $7; Married Couple, $8. 

t Intermediate (over (13 and I under 18 years of age ' I Services I or High School Student) $5.00 I 
I I i Juniors (under 14) ............ 1.00 

I Be Sure To I ii 
One Dollar Rebate on I i i I 

I PATRONIZE I Seniors', Intermediates 

I I I and Married Couples '. 

·; THE ADVERTISERS i i If Fees Paid on or Before Date 

I of Annual General Meeting. 

I in this I I i I All Feils Payable at 

I YEAR-BOOK I j 
MeG IF FIN'S, ' I I i i 

I X( I ' 80 Sp-arks Street • I I t 
+-(~)~)~)-()-j~~~-~( .... 1)_)._+ +..-.~·· ,,._,r...-..-•..._.._.,,._.._,...,,J,... + 

Compliments of 

J. R. DOUGLAS LIMITED 
ROOFING AND SHEET METAL WORK 

262 SLATER STREET PHONE: 2-1536 ,.. __ _ 
* 



52 OTTAWA SKI C L U B 

FULFILMENT 
by KENNETH H:.PRIOR 

HENRY SEDZIAK and I had bored 
our friends so much expounding 

on a projected ski holiday in the 
Alps that it was almost by public 
demand tha.t on Thursday, Feb. 18, 
we found' ourselves boarding a plane 
at Uplands. It was a beautiful night. 
Below were the glimmering lights of 
farms, towns and villages and over
head the constellation Orion- then 
the flashing brilliancy of New York. 

A't noon next day we t·ook off from 
Id'lewild in a Pan-American DC 6. 
Flying at 15,000 feet, the panorama 
beneath us resembled an ever-chang
ing ma•p: ·Long Island, Cape Cod, the 
coast of New Brunswi-ck, Nova s-cotia, 
Oape Breton and finally the Atlantic. 

We landed at ,S,hannon, Ireland, 
a;bout 11 p.m. but it was 3 a.m. their 
<time-which threw our sleeping and 
eating ha•bits into confusion. Shan

_n<>n is a duty-free port. French per
fumes are cheaper tban in Paris and 
American cigarettes sell for less than 
in the U.S.A. Irish linens, of c<>urse, 
are cheap and •Plentiful. 

The flight to Paris was clear and 
smooth until we got over the airport. 
For tw-o hours we circled in the 

. bright sunli-ght a·bove waiting in vain 
for low clouds to lift. Finally, the 
pilots decided to land .by instrument. 
The third try was suecessful; ·but all 
the dips, zooms and sharp turns in· 
dueed various stages of nausea. 

Boarding tlle famous Paris-Orient 
express at 10 p.m, we entered Switzer
land at:" Basel and Austria at Liech
tenstein. The trains are nearly all 
electric and have large windows that 
go U<p and down easily! Next after
noon we arrived in Kitzbuhel, Austria, 
where our ski holiday really started. 

The main industry in this Grimm's. 
Fairy-tale town is skiing: ski-shops 

a,bound and everyboey wears ski boots 
-even the .cops. Kitzbuhel s·hows 
evidence of Its antiquity on every 
hand. Two of the roads enter it 
through arches in the ancient wall 
and the town hall clock plays 
Brahms' Lullaby at five every eve· 
ning. On t·he other hand, ·there are 
several lively dance halls-veritable 
night clubs-with good orchestras. 
The Hotel Reisch, w.here we stayed, 
was built in typical Austrian style, 
with long ga-bled roofs. There was 
only one bat'h on each floor and if 
you wanted to use it you ha.d ·to ring 
for the maid and have her "clear 
the bath". 

Next day we had our first taste 
of Alpine skiing. We took the cable 
car to the upper level, where there 
were two ehair lifts and a T·bar. 
Wi·th our young guide Hans, we skied 
forom a ridge called Steinbergkogel 
down a •broad, treeless slope. It was 
steep ·but smooth and well packed
with none of the deep, fluffy snow 
we had· expected. 

The following day after some runs 
on the Steinbergkogel we lunched at 
an inn called Pengelstein (alt. 6,38(} 
ft.). After an excellent lunch we 
mingled with skiers of all na.Uonali· ' 
ties . then made the magnificent 
descent. It was a long run down 
the other side of the mountain to the 
K!tzbuhel level. But we had to take 
a -bus home. Strolling around town 
before dinner, we noticed that the 
prev-ailing fashion ran to crutehes 
and •plaster casts. 

Thursday was uneventful, but 
Friday was the toughest day <>f our 
trip. Hans took us to Kitzbuhel Horn, 
requiring a long ride in a rickety 
ca•ble car, then a climb of more than 
1,0(}0 feet to the very ·peak (6,600 11t.). 
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The descent was treacherous and -be
fore we finished heavy wet snow was 
falling. 

Leaving early tSaturday we passed 
through Zurich, then stayed overnight 
at Berne. Continuing Sunday along 
the Rhone valley, at Brig we boarded 
a narrow-gauge electric train equipped 
with cogs which engage to haul it 
up the stee.p inclines. This is the 
only means of transportation in the
area, save horse-drawn ve'hicles. 
There were towering mountains ou 
all sides. Finally we arrived at Zer
matt, in the shadow of the Matter-

· horn. 

This is the highest part of the 
Alps. The ascent is made by cog 
electric railway and the top station, 
Gornegrat, is at 10,000 feet. Several 
times we made the descent to the 
town level, a drop of 5,000 feet in 
elevation. The scenery was beautiful 
and conditions good, but again the 
snow was packed as it is on our own 
'hills. We stayed here a week and 
by Saturday were off to Milan. 

Returning to Brig, we entered 
northern Italy by the famous· 12-mile 
Simplon tunnel. Lake 'Maggiore was 
magnificent : the fantastic Italian 
houses on the mainland, the beauti
ful blue wa•ter of the lake, and the 

· white-cappe·d mountains in the back
ground. 

We arrived at ·Milan on the day of 
celebration preceding Lent and the 
town was "en fete"-fancy costumes, 
bands and general revelry. S'ince we 
were off the organized tour, we had 
to make our own arrangements in a 
strange city speaking a strange 
tongue. We got tickets .for a .per
formance at the famous "Teatro della 
Scala.". The production was Shake
speare's "Othello" in Italian and was 
quite up to expectation The theatre 
was ·bunt in 1778 and. is not too im
pressive from the outside •but the 
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interior is marvellous, with six gal
leries tier upon tier and a pit large 
enough to hold a full symphony
orchestra. 

But after all this was a ski holi
day. so we soon found ourselves at 
a small place called Algio and took 
a bus to Albergo Duchi d'Aosta, a 
silo-like hvtel in ski terrain. Here 
we spen·t a week. Thi-s whole de· 
velopment was created under Musso
Iini and is well equipped with cable 
cars and platter pulls. The snow 
was a bit sparse and worn, but we 
enjoyed the sunshine and exquisite 
scenery. The meals were exc ellent, 
but heavily spiced, and the waiters 
seemed peeved that we preferred tea 
or coffee to wine. 

Back in Paris we decided to do 
the tour on our ·own. By tramping 
around or taking the "metro" we saw 
many famous places: Eiffel Tower, 
Rue de la •Paix, l'Arc de Triomphe, 
Champs ·Elysees, etc. We even 
saw a show at the Folies Bergeres. 
But our stay was all too shvrt. 

In Londvn we got around to see 
many of the places made famous in 
song and story. It was ·thrilling to 
walk along Leicester ·Square, Pica
dilly Circus, Charring Cross and the 
Strand. To round. out 
visited Madame 'l'ussaud's 
saw the Changing of the 
attended •Sadler Wells' 
Govent Garden-s. 

things we 
wax works, 
Guard and 

ballet in 

After a trip up to Reading to see 
some English rela.tives of mine, Henry 
and I boarded the plane for home. 

·This is a short account of our ski 
holiday in the Alps. We had a .grand 
time and saw a lot of interesting 
things. From now on, instead of 
boring you around the lunch table at 
Camp Fortune with details of our 
plans, we will plague you with tales 
of our European adventures. 

!Mission accomplis'hed! 
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THE WEATHERMAN REPORTS 
by F. W. BAKER 

SQo:c\'IE people are under t!he impres
sion that last wjnter was an "old

fashioned" one. The meteorological 
record proves that it was just another 
"easy" winter, in line with the last 
half-dozen~but following a different 
pattern. 

A summary stl!ows that November 
and December were, individually, the 
second mildest on record. Further, 
when combined they formed the 
warmest November-December period 
in 65 years. January was the only 
•·old-fashioned" month. Snow came 
in abundance -and the temperature 
dropped below zero ·on most days 
during the month. !Skiers rejoiced 
and the householder shovelled snow 
and coal. F(>bruary was the mildes-t 
on · record, and · March was warmer 
than usual. In the final analysis, the 
five-month 'period, November to 
March, was the third mildest winter 
in the history of the Central Ex
perimental Farm, and t·he total snow
fall was 73 inches compared with 
the 6·5-year average of 87 inches. 
Probably -the "old-fashioned" winter 
idea stemmed from a recollection of 
an extremely severe January, com
bined with the f-act that there was 
good ·skiing also throughout February 
and March. Tllis happened because 
despite a high mean temperature in 
those two months the February snow
fall was above average and there 
were no prolonged thaws. 

A detailed accoun-t of the winter 
. by months practically e liminates 
November. The "gloomy" month pro
duced an open fall, so there is little 
need to report temperatures. 

December started off the same way, 
the ·Farm reporting "crows calling 
outside the building as they do in 

mid-April". On the 14th came 5.2 
inches of snow. It started during 
the night and continued to mid
afternoon of the next day, when it 
turned to rain. A four-day co1d spell 
held some of the snow and 2.5 more 
inches were added on .the 19th. Two 
6.ays of copious rainfall on the 22nd 
and 23rd turned the fields drab and 
grey. It was practically a green 
Christmas, but 2 inches of the white 
stuff fell on the 26th and 2.5 on the 
final day of the year. 

The J1anuarys of the last six years 
left us totally unprepared for w·hat 
used to be qu~te the regular thing. 
For looking back at the six-year 
period before that we find four of 
them colder than that of 1954. 
Nevertheless, the mean temperature 
was 7.5•, .roughly {)• below the 6·5-
year average. .Si.x,teen days had be
low zero minimums. The snowfall 
for the month was 23.4 inches, nearly 
2 inches above t-he average. 

Snow was well distributed through
out January, with 6.3 inches the first 
week and 5.8 inc·hes the ·second week. 
The third week the temperature rose 
to 37• and .56 inch of rain fell, but it 
was quickly solidified by a drop to 
zero next day. A big storm laid 
down 8.5 inches of snow on the 29th, 
followed closely by 2.5 inches on the 
3Qoth. 

The January weather overflowed 
into F e-bruary for a couple of days, 
with a minimum of - 16• and 2.8 
inc·hes of snow. From then on, how
ever, it was not the usual bright 
snappy month one expects. February 
only had 79.4 hours of bright sun
shine compared with the average of 
115.5 hours. Wit·hout sticking closely 
to the dally r ecord, the first twelve 
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days registered light snowfaHs, the 
heaviest being 1.2 inches on the 8th. 
The temperature dropped to 25 below 
on the 13~h (the coldest day of the 
year), but two days later the maxi
mum read 45 above. The 16-th brought 
10.5 inches -of soft, sticky snow and 
1.2 inches next day only added to the 
greasy mess. The 20th and 21st 
gave the only measurll!ble rain of 
the month. It turned cold for the 
23rd and 24th, with a 3-inch cover 
of snow to bring winter back again. 
The month ended with mild cloudy 
weather. 

March was steady and well behaved. 
The cool nights and moderate day 
temperatures provided good holding 
weather. A gradual dissipation of 
the winter's snow is g-ood for skiers 
and agriculturists alike. A snowfall 
of 13.2 inches was well distributed 
throughout the month. Two inches 
on the 3rd was followed by 2.8 inches 
the following week. Nearly four 
inches fell between the 12th and the 
14th. A fall of 3.8 inches on the 
20th gave a white first day of Slpring. 
It is quite likely that March was 
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.::onsidera•bly above average in skiing 
conditions. 

The foregoing repol't proves how 
unreliable the average person is as 
a weather critic after a short lapse 
of time. •So many people have S'P'Oken 
to me . of last winter as a return to 
the tough old ones of their youth. 
In the firs.t place, pe!'haps they were 
not so tough. It may be that they 
remember many times when the snow 
was higher than their knees but they 
forget that their knees were not far 
off the ground. Again, they only 
remember the highlights. The human 
mind is frail and fickle. 

But perhaps, after all, last winter 
WP.s ideal for everybody. People in 
general enj-oyed the comparatively 
mild months of November, December, 
February and -March, and tolerated 
the wicked month of January. Skiers 
were ha-ppy because they had the 
best skiing for some years. I cannot 
.proml,e anything for the future, but 
I can always hope that a. new mo!d 
has been struck which will be a 
pattern for the winters to come. 
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A. J. fREIMAN LIMITED 
OTTAWA • CANADA 

PRESENTS SKI WEAR 

FOR MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN 

by 

Exclusivel:y at Freiman's in Ottawa 

... Le ready when the first snow flies ... to enjoy the crystal 

world of winter sports . . . in fun clothes that are gloriously 

comfortable ... casual as a shrug of the shoulder! Ski clothes 

that are colorful ! light weight and designed to skim over snowy 

hills. All styled by Irving! 



AT TENT I 0 N, SKIERS! 
Enjoy skiing better by using our convenient 
bus service to Camp Fortune and Meach 
Lake. 

A special service on Saturday, Sunday and 
holidays from MacKenzie Ave. 

-~--.s:-~ For Further Information 
,('!, ~· ... • •• '"''"' ...... ----· ',_._ ... 
~~ ~~:.w; ,. 

.1 • - -· 
- - -r--- -

PHONE PR 7-1688 

HULL CITY TRANSPORT 
CO. LIMITED 


