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-Foreword-

For over twenty years the news of the ski world and 
particularly of happenings in the region of Camp Fortune and 
vicinity were brought to the members of the Ottawa Ski Club by 
means of the Ottawa Ski Club News, at first a monthly, then a 
weekly and later a semi-monthly publication. An endeavour to 
cover a wider field was made in 1937 when a new publication called 
Track made its initial bow to the ski minded public. There was 
only one issue of Track however for two reasons, the first being 
that the advertising manager forgot to turn in the proceeds from 
advertising ; the second, that the memlbers of the O.S.C. were not 
particularly interested in other clubs or in other fields of action. 
They wanted to know, first of all, what was going on or what was 
going · to happen on the hills and fields of our own territory. 
Track disappeared as soon as born and the Ottawa Ski Club 
News, with the old Editor, stepped back into the breach and held 
the fort for another five years. 

In 1941, pressure of work compelled the Editor to suspend 
the publication of the "News," but an "Ottawa Ski Club Hand
book" was issued, followed in 1942 by an "Ottawa Ski Club Guide." 
Care was taken not to use the word "Annual" or "Year Book" 
because the Editor did not want to commit himself to a yearly 
publication. Caution has now been thrown to the winds and we 
are coming out with a "Year Book", hoping that it will be the first 
of a long series. 

Being short of material and of time to prepare the same, we 
have picked quite a few articles out of old issues of the Ottawa 
Ski Club News, and odd bits of information from that great 
publication which has been suspended for the duration, but will, 
it is hoped, soon come to life again, the "Canadian Ski Annual" 
edited by Percy Douglas. The articles and skiing hints are 
as timely as they were fifteen or twenty years ago. We trust we 
may have the help of our members for the next Year Book; we 
need articles, photos, etc. There is no lack of literary or photo
graphic ability among our members. Let them all contribute in 
order to make the next Year Book worthy of our great organiza
tion. 

To the many members of the Ottawa Ski Club who are serv
ing on the various fighting fronts, on land, sea or air, we extend 
our warmest greetings and best wishes. May they soon come back 
safely to the tr~ils of the Gatineau country! 

The Editor. 
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The Season of 1942-43 
by The 

Snow clung tenaciously to the 
rocky hillsides of the Gatineau 
from November 29, 1942 to May 
3, 1943, these being the two ex
treme dates on which the descent 
of the Canyon was successfully 
negotiated. There were occasion
al falls of the white stuff before 
and after these dates, in the 
early part of November and the 
latter part of May, but it was 
op.ly transient snow, coming and 
going, unable to withstand, for 
more than a few hours, the luke
warm rays of the Indian Sum
mer sun, or those, not much 
warmer, of the spring sun. 

This was the first time in the 
annals of the Ottawa Ski Club, 
covering thirty odd years, that 
the ·ski season succeeded in 
crossing the threshold of May. 
For some time past the snow 
line had gradually been creep
ing closer to the end of April, 
·now advancing, now receding, 
like the waves of an incoming 
tide, until finally sweeping well 
beyond the goal and establish
ing a new record. There had 
be.en longer seasons in the past, 
as for instance that of 1933-34, 
when snow came as early as 
Octdber 23 and kept gradually 
accumulating until all but the 
top rung of a 14-foot ladder, 
(was it really 14-foot?) set 
up against the walls of the lodge 
of Camp Fortune, was submerg
ed, but it was all gone on April 
23, whereas on that date, in 
1943, spring or summer appear
ed to be just as far off as in the 
beginning of winter. 

It has been said that all win
ters are unusual in Ottawa, none 

Editor 
of them following a set pattern, 
every one trying to outdo the 
other in some particular, but 
the past winter, by its late dis
appearance, its steadiness, its 
almost cyclonic sleet and snow 
storms and often recurring per
iods of intense cold, was "un
usually unusual". In fact, after 
the season was over, the weather 
remained cold well into the sum
mer, and crops and skiers had a 
hard time of it, the first because 
they could not grow, the second 
because they were held to blame 
for the continuance of winter 
conditions. When the writer 
negotiated to have his ski boots 
resoled on April 15 at a shoe 
repair shop. on Bank Street, he 
was roughly told "Don't bring 
your ski boots now, as my men 
will throw them at you". Coal 
was getting low in the coal bin, 
and the nerves of non-skiers 
were on edge. 

On the other hand, while hills 
and fields with their thick 
mantle of snow beckoned to the 
skier, it was difficult to get to 
them on account of the general 
lack of transportation facilities. 
Instead of thirty odd busses ply
ing between Ottawa and Kings
mere and bringing a thousand 
skiers within easy range of the 
hills on Sundays, there was just 
a fraction of that number. The 
Company did the best it could, 
but the shortage of gas and 
equipment made pre-war service 
impossible. On top of this, 
there were days when the roads 
were completely storm bound. 
No lift could be obtained 
from the few private cars 
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that kept on running, as 
€Very seat was occupied; the 
"thumbing" industry got no
where and suffered a complete 
collapse. Transportation by 
train again cl\me into its own, 
but there was still a long bit to 
cover on ski between the sta
tions on the line and the heights 
of Fortune; sleighs and horses 
came out of the museums where 
they had been stored since 1920 
and made a thriving but slow 
business on the Gatineau roads. 
There were days however when 
nothing on wheels or skids
street cars, busses, sleighs, autos 
or trains---'Could run or slide
and plank hoppers were known 
to drag their tools all the way 
from the center of the city to 
Camp Fortune and back, thirty 
miles all told. They felt happy 
but rather weary on Monday 
morning. 

The consensus among skiers 
was that the gas controller 
might have relented a bit, ·seeing 
that, after all, the two hundred 
cars and busses necessary for 
their conveyance, would not, 
during the whole season, includ
ing say, a dozen trips, consume 
much more fuel than a bomber 
on a single London to Berlin 
mission, and that skiing is very 
necessary to keep up the health 
and morale of the population
but the Controller was not ap
proached on the matter. 

And yet, despite all these 
handicaps, well over two thous
and people wearing the red 
badge of the Ottawa Ski Club, 
including a large sprinkling of 
the armed forces, managed, by 
hook or crook, to get to some 
lodge or other every week-end 
of the season, if net on week 

days. The Western Lodge did 
not receive its usual quota of 
visitors, mainly because its chief 
booster, Vice-President Herbert 
Marshall, was away on more 
pressing duty, and also because 
the three mile stret·ch from 
Fortune seemed a bit long after 
the five mile grind from Tenaga 
or Chelsea. However the Pink 
Lake Lodge, on the way to 
Wrightville, received nearly 
twice as many visitors as usual, 
all of them enthusiastically dis
covering or rediscovering the 
Mica Mine trail. The Dome Hill 
Lodge, being closer to the city 
than any other, was filled to 
over-flowing every week-end 
that the navigation was good. 
All in all, people skied perhaps 
as much as usual, and the ski 
was used, as it was meant to be, 
as an instrument to "get there" 
more than for endless "slalom
ing". 

The writer, in company with 
a great many others, made an 
even dozen trips during the 
season from Tenaga or Chelsea 
to Wrightville via Camp For
tune. Every trip was enjoyed, 
although the going was a bit 
hard at times on account of 
sleet, crust, high wind or in
tense cold, but those hardships 
could not have been real because 
they left a very pleasant memo
ry. Once, when all means of 
transportation failed, he started 
from Sandy Hill with the firm 
intention of making Camp For
tune on ski, but was treated to 
such a thick steak by Will Cuz
ner at the Pink Lake Lodge that 
his strength failed him and he 
could not go any further. On 
that day, a girl, Florence Clif
ford, with about a dozen male 
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escorts, made the round trip. 
The Night Riders, under the 

direction of their resourceful 
and energetic leader, Bill Irving, 
again did highly useful work 
during the season, building and 
repa1rmg bridges, filling up 
holes to prevent the formation 
of murderous bumps, opening 
new trails and cleaning up old 
ones, preparing courses for 
competitions, etc. They are the 
servants of the Club-the sons 
of Martha-to whose incessant 
vigilance the sons of Mary are 
indebted for their pleasant and 
safe outings. Let them find here 
the warm thanks of the Ottawa 
Ski Club! 

The following records are 
taken from Secretary James 
Patrick's log book: 

Nov. 29. First descent of the 
Canyon, snow a bit thin.-Dec. 
6, 25° above·, snow plentiful, 
Canyon perfect.-Dec. 13, 18° 
above, raging blizzard, Canyon 
very good.-Dec .. 20, 32° below, 
beautiful sunshine but extreme
ly cold. Found the .Night Riders 
congealed in their cabin. Their 
thermometer read 41 o below.
Dec. 27, 30° above, splendid in 
the morning, sleet turning to 
freezing rain, forming thick 
crust over clothes in afternoon. 
-Jan. 1, 2° above, six inches 
loose snow over top of crust. 
Beautiful blue sky, perfect con
ditions. No busses on on ac
count of big storm.-Jan 10, 5° 
above. Blue sky and sunshine. 
Branches low on Arctic circle 
(Little Switzerland trail) on ac
count of ice.- Jan. 17, 5° above. 
Perfect day. Governor General's 
visit.-Jan. 24, 2° a>bove, bitter 
wind, Canyon very good.-Jan. 
31, 20° above, fresh snow, Cany-

on perfect.-Feb. 7, 32° above, 
very good, not at all sticky.
Feb. 14, 15° above, light snow 
on hard, icy crust. Canyon un
even and jerky, glare ice on flats 
near Wrightville.-Feb. 21, 25" 
above, a bit crusty, bright sun
shine.-Feb. 28, 30° above, fresh 
snow, a bit sticky in the morn
ing, colder in afternoon.-March 
7, 5° a-bove, blizzards, busses 
and trains cancelled, made Pink 
Lake in storm, very cold.
March 14, 20° above, sun brok
en crust.-March 21, All ice, no 
skiing.-March 28, 18 ° above, 
very good spring skiing.-April 
4, 18 ° above, bright sunshine, 
conditions good.-April 11, 10° 
a•bove, glorious day, best spring 
conditions.-April 18, 30° a'bove 
again glorious day, bright sun
shine, snow a bit tricky.-April 
23, 50° above, never better.
The log book of our Secretary 
stops there, but it is known that 
ski conditions remained good or 
fair until May 3rd-some say 
even until May 9. 

Boxes to War Prisoners 
llast May the club sent boxes to 

the following members who are 
prisoners O!f war: F ;o Carlyle E. 
Heggtveit; Sgt. Norris E. Hunt; Flt. 
Lt. A. Keith Ogilvie, D.F.C.; Sgt. 
Pilot Don. Switzer. 

As the turnover of members over 
a period of years is so great, it was 
impossible to send boxes to all 
prisoners of war who had at one time 
been members. The above men were 
members at time of enlistment and 
had rendered outstanding service as 
Night Riders. If there are others 
in this category who have oeen miss
ed they will be looked after. 

You will be pleased to hear that 
Mrs. Switzer has just informed the 
Honorary Secretary of the arrival of 
the parcel in perfect condition. Don 
conveyed his thanks to the club and 
his good wishes to all members. 
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Vice-Regal visit to Camp Fortune 
by Secretary James S. Patrick 

Since the early beginnings of 
the Ottawa Ski Club the Gover
nors General have shown a keen 
interest in the club. It has been 
traditional for T,heir Excellen
cies to attend the jumping con
tests at the old Rockcliffe Jump 
and pay at least one official visit 
to Camp Fortune during their 
term of office. Here it should 
be mentioned that on Sunday, 
February 12, 1939, the late and 
much beloved Lord Tweedsmuir 
officially opened the new Camp 
Fortune lodge by lighting the 
first fire in the stove of what is 
now called the Tweedsmuir 
Hall. 

However, on Sunday, January 
17, 1943, Camp Fortune was 
honoured by a visit from one of 
the largest and most distinguish
ed Vice-Regal parties that ever 
patronized the Mecca of Ottawa 
skiers. The official party was 
as follows: 

His Excellency the Governor 
General, Her Royal Highness 
Princess Alice, Her Royal High
ness the Grand Duchess of Lux
embourg, and Prince Bernhard 
of The Netherlands. 

They were accompanied by the 
Hon. Ariel Baird, Captain Kons
bruck, A.D.C. to the Grand 
Duchess of Luxembourg, Lieut. 
the Hon. E. Chatfield, A.D.C., 
Lieut. the Duke of Connaught, 
A.D.C. (since deceased), Major 
Geoffrey Eastwood, comptroller 
of the household, and wee Miss 
Elizabeth Abel-Smith, grand
daughter of her Royal Highness 
the Princess Alice. 

On arrival at the parking lot 
on the Meach Lake road, the 
Vice-Regal party was officially 
welcomed into the Gatineau ski 
country lby C. E. Mortureux, 
President of the club and A. G. 
McHugh, K. C., the legal ad
visor, and escorted to a long, 
flat sleigh driven by William · 
Ryan, of Old Chelsea. 

The sleigh proceeded up Dun
lop's to Camp Fortune through 
a winter wonderland of new
fallen snow. The gracious ladies 
were particularly expressive in 
their appreciation of beautiful 
scenes as the party slowly pro
gressed under the arch of snow
coated trees. When the party 
reached the Slalom Hill, Prince 
Bernhard and the Hon. Ariel 
Baird could not resist the tempt
ation of taking a few runs on 
our famous hill. 

At the foot of Camp Fortune 
knoll the sleigh stopped and J. 
A. Wilson and Sigurd Locke
berg, two pioneer vice-presidents 
of the club, were presented to 
Their Excellencies. Her Royal 
Highness the Princess Alice took 
this opportunity to photograph 
the other members of the party. 

At this point the distinguish
ed party proceeded on foot to 
Mort's Hill, where tliey watched 
with keen interest the nonchal
ant young experts speeding with 
careless rubandon down the steep 
slopes. 

At Camp Fortune the party 
was welcomed by Mrs. Sylvain 
Bernier, Chairman of the 
Ladies' Committ ee and J. S. 
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Patrick, the Honorary Secre
tary. After being conducted 
around the locige by members 
of the executive, the distinguish
ed guests were invited to be 
seated at tables reserved for 
the occasion. Here very inform
al refreshments were served, the 
hot chocolate being poured by 
Mrs. · Bernier and Mrs. J. S. 
Patr.ick. Their Excellencies 
chatted freely with members of 
the e:cecutive and ·asked many 
questions regarding the history 
of the club and its operation. 
As the little Miss. Elizabeth was 
being helped into her Red River 
coat she expressed disappoint
ment that the horses did not 
gallop on . the way in. On being 
told the .reason was that the 
road was all uphill, . her face 
brightened and she said: "Per
haps they'll run on . tlie way 
home." · 

All the skiers stood respect
fully at attention as the dis
tinguished visitors filed their 
way out of the lodge, then sud
denly the rafters rang with 

· three rousing cheers. His Ex
cellency acknowledged the salute 

with a cheery wave of the hand, 
and Her Royal Highness gave a 
winning smile. 

But this memorable occasion 
was not to end without a touch
ing gesture of kindliness on the 
part of Their Excellencies which 
endeared them to the hearts of 
the skiers. Just as the party 
was about to leave, the first aid 
patrol brought in a private in 
the C.W.A.S.'s with a badly 
wrenched knee and an army 
officer with a dislocated should
ed. ·His Excellency insisted that 
the casualties be brought out on 
the already crowded sleigh. The 
young girl was placed next to 
the Princess Alice, Her Royal 
Highness generously sharing her . 
motor-rug with the shivering 
soldier girl, and the officer was 
laid fiat on the sleigh with his 
head on his Excellency's lap. 
· As the horses strained on their 
traces and the sleigh began to 
move, the hills of Camp Fortune 
valley echoed and re-echoed wfth 
three mighty cheers. Another 
unforgettable page had been 
written in the colourful history 
of the Ottawa Ski Club. 
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A Year without Skiing 
by Vice-president Herbert Marshall 

That it should be a year with- travel is to be recommended, 
out ski-ing was not of my choos- viz. foot power. Only thus can 
ing. one penetrate to innumerable 

The war brought special breathtaking glimpses of the 
tasks, requiring my presence in beauties and awe- insp1rmg 
other parts of the Dominion for grandeur of the Rockies. 
all but very brief visits to Ot- A flight over the Rockies on 
tawa, during the whole of last a clear day, or on a day when 
winter. It had to be a winter of clouds are broken and occasion
record-breaking snow conditions. al, is a fascinating experience. 
Of course, one does not complain One looks down with a feeling 
of sacrifices which are demanded of superiority on the great 
by the war, but a lover of ski- peaks, which when seen from 
ing cannot help missing the ac- the ground seem inaccessible. 
customed thrills of this peerless Some of them are bare rock, 
winter sport. others contain great ice-fields 

There were some compensa
tions. I saw parts of Canada 
hitherto unvisited by me, and 
had my first experience of air
travel-which eventually be
came a considerable experience 
-including many thousands of 
miles. It is said that skiers 
make good fliei:s, because, doubt:.. 
less, ski-ing is akin to flying at 
times. At any rate, I became 
an enthusiast for air-travel. 

My greatest thrills were in 
flights over the Rockies. Look
ing down on these mighty moun
tain ranges on a clear day from 
a height of f.rom 12,00 to 15,000 
feet is an unforgettable exper
ience. I heard some people de
bating the question, "What is 
the best way to see the Rockies? 
---'by plane, train or motor car?" 
My own opinion is that they 
should be seen by all three 
means of travel, because each 
supplements the others. I think, 
too, that to get the best out of 
them an even slower means of 

and glaciers. Vast forests of 
evergrPens clothe their sides. 
In winter, one sees trees half 
buried in the great depth of 
snow and the snow tending to 
pile up on the peaks on the 
sides away from the prevailing 
wind, which is from the west. 

Sometimes one flies over a 
layer of clouds looking like a 
lake of cotton-wool, with the 
higher peaks sticking up through 
it like rocky islands. Sometimes 
one passes over a gap in the 
clouds and peers down into a 
valley through the hole. It is 
like looking down a funnel, and 
gives one the effect of abysmal 
depths. Perhaps a town nestles 
in the valley like a toy village. 
On rare occasions one is for
tunate enough to see the pheno
menon known as the "Flyers 
Cross." This occurs when the 
plane passes by a misty cloud 
with the sun shining full upon 
it. A circular rainbow forms 
on the cloud, and an image of 
the plane-looking something 
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like a cross-is seen in the 
centre. 

In these magnificent Rockies 
a ski-er's thoughts naturally 
turn to ski-ing. I did not have 
an opportunity to ski, much to 
my sorrow, but I did succeed in 
visiting a ski-lodge in late sum
mer. This was the Temple 
Chalet-from which can be seen 
the magnificent glacier on Tem
ple Mountain near Lake Louise. 
Temple Chalet is located 6,800 
ft. above sea level. From it one 
can see splendid mountain ter
rain, where there must be won
derful ski-ing in the w'inter sea
son. The Lodge itself is one of 
those under the control . of the 
Rocky Mountain Ski Associa
tion. There is a trail between 
it and Skoki Lodge near Banff. 
It is built of huge logs with bark 
removed. It has a large living 
room with a wide fireplace. A 
thick carpet covers the floor ; 
chesterfields and easy chairs are 
numerous, book shelves well 
stocked, skins of animals and 
Indian ornaments adorn the 
walls. There is a nice dining
room and kitchen, and upstairs 
there are perhaps twenty dor
mitories, with hot and cofd wa
ter, and most inviting furnish
ings. As I sat on a huge ches
terfield before the fireplace, I 
had a day-dream of a sojourn 
there in winter, curled up before 
the fireplace after a long day 
ski-ing in the mountains. I was 
not sure whether I would be 
reading a book, or just re-living 
the thrills of the day, or chat
ting to the interesting guests 
who undoubtedly would be there. 

In Vancouver itself one scar
cely realizes it is winter even in 

.January or February. The Van
couverites were in a great state 
of mind because it dipped down 
to zero once last winter, and 
they had perhaps a foot of snow 
which soon disappeared. But 
you can lift up your eyes unto 
the hills and realize that winter 
isn't far away. 

The Prairies are not a skier's 
paradise. There are enthusiasts 
in Edmonton, and I saw a ski 
jump located on top of the high 
sloping banks of the Saskatche
wan. I also saw skiers on the 
much lower banks of the Red 
River in Winnipeg. The best 
ski-ing for Winnipeg enthusiasts 
is reached after a long rail jour
ney to the Kenora district in 
Ontario. 

While in Quebec city I longed 
to visit Lake Beauport, but 
hadn't time. This was most dis
appointing, because I could have 
rented a ski outnt at the Chateau 
Frontenac. 

In Halifax and St. John the 
snow didn't seem to last long 
enough to arouse much ski en
thusiasm. In Prince Edward 
Island I didn't see any ski-ing. 
In Charlottetown a favorite 
winter sport seemed to be ho1·se
racing on the ice. My host in
vited me to see a meet held out 
on the Bay. The horses seemed 
to enjoy it most, because they 
could run and keep warm. 

Having seen the ski-ing pos
sibilities of other parts of the 
Dominion, one comes back to 
Ottawa well satisfied with our 
own. The accessibility of our 
ski terrain is a great advantage. 
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The Trials of a Secretary 

When it was suggested that I 
should write a piece under the 
above heading, I was embarrass
ed. Such a thing is not done. A 
good secretary always remains 
in the background. The writings 
of a secretary are always in the 
objective vein. To write in the 
first person singular is altoge
ther contrary to the customs and 
usages of his "metier". Be
sides, I was blissfully unaware 
of my trials and tr~bulations 
until my attention was focussed 
on them. 

However, after due medita
tion I decided that, compared 
with me, Job was only a piker. 
The more I thought of my trou
bles the worse they appeared . . 
Finally, in the throes of self pity 
and almost moved to tears at my 
unhappy state, I decided to bare 
my soul and tell all-even at the 
risk of breaking the hearts of 
the gentle and tender-hearted 
members of the club. 

The Honorary Secretary of 
the Ottawa Ski Club is not at all 
like the secretary of any other 
organization. He is the liaison 
officer extraordinary between 
the executive and the rank and 
file, and is expected to know all 
the answers. This calls for ex
treme diplomacy. -I find thiat 
the best way is to be nonchalant 
and pleasing but more or less 
noncommittal. 

To get down to cases, late one 
Saturday night last winter when 
the temperature was about 50 
degrees my telephone rang and 
a pleasant feminine voice asked: 

"How will skiing be tomorrow?" 
Instead of rudely saying: "Now, 
who do you think?", I carefully 
explained that there was plenty 
of snow around Camp Fortune 
and that if the wind changed to 
west or north conditions would 
be excellent. I also gave her the 
time-honoured line about city 
snow conditions being no criter
ion. As it happened, came a 
north wind and perfect skiing 
-one point for me. 

Some people are natural ama
teur detectives, they read wbout 
three chapters of a mystery 
story and have the whole plot 
solved. I confess no talent in 
this field-particularly as re
gards lost skis, poles, etc. How
ever, from experience I can tell 
you that most of the time there 
is no mystery to be solved-and 
here's why: Probably the intox
icating air of the Gatineau hills 
has confused your thoughts and 
made you forget where you left 
your skis, or someone else suf
fering likewise has temporarily 
mistaken them for his own and 
on discovery stuck them in the 
snow a few yards from where 
they were, or else--'and this is 
inexcusable--you left them flat 
on the knoll in everybody's way 
and they went for a ride by 
themselves, coming to rest some
where in the ibush near the 
creek. At all events, of the 
forest of sK:is parked outside of 
Camp Fortune lodge every Sun
day, almost never has a pair 
been stolen. So the next time 
you can't lay your hands on your 
skis blindfold, piease look for 
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Fred Clifford and 
the Secretary James S. Patrick 

on Excelsior Hill 

the skis before you look for the 
secretary. 

Skiing is such an excellent 
and absorbing recreation that 
it removes all trace of profess
ional or occupational character
istics. This, of course; is a very 
desiraible feature. But here's 
the rub-the doctor leaves hi:;; 
bedside manner at home and I 
can't tell him from the elevator 
man. So when you see me going 
from table to table asking timid
ly, beseechingly, imploringly, if 
there is "a doctor at tfiis table", 
don't shed a tear for the un
fortunate patient, who probably 
only dislocated a finger or re
surrected an old "charley horse" 
-think of my uneaten lunch 
and cooling tea. 

One Sunday last winter after 
a thrilling run down the High
land Fling with my old cronies, 
Mac, Ed. and Harmon, I had 
stopped to catch my breath 
when two gir'ls covered with 
snow emerged from George's. 
One of them fixed an icy eye on 
me and said accusingly: "That 
trail is full of holes. It's a 
crime." I felt as though I should 
confess that my particular pas
time was going around with a 
shovel digging holes to trap un
wary skiers. You see, being the 
"fall guy" gets into a fellow's 
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make-up. However, as a staunch 
believer in the truth at all costs, 
I had to disil'lusion the poor girl 
and tell her that a few of our 
unthinking members dig holes
and I don't mean with shovels
and speed away without filling 
them in as all good~ skiers 
should. 

For years I have travelled to 
Chelsea by bus and have had 
many varied experiences, pleas
ant and otherwise. The way the 
old-time contraptions jolted and 
careened often reminded me of 
the jolly excursions of the Pick
wick Club, and I would crane 
my neck half expecting to see 
the genial Sam Weller sitting on 
the box, with the "fat boy" sound 
asleep beside him. It has al-

W. W. Cuzner and 
the President 
C. E. Mortureux. 
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ways been a scramble to catch 
a place on the bus, but now it 
has reached the tempo of a com
mando raid. However, I must 
point out here that I have no 
financial interest in the bus com
pany, nor have I any say in the 
arrangement of its schedules. In 
fact, any deficiency you find in 
the service is neither my fault 
nor the company's. The blame 
should be laid squarely on the 
shoulders of a certain paper
hanger who set out to conquer 
the world. 

So you can see, gentle readers, 
what a miserable existence I 
lead. No wonder my hair is 
prematurely white! Really, I 
often feel like drowning my sor
rows in drink--but I haven't 
time to stand in the line-up. 

109 SPARKS ST. 

Woe is me! 

Per contra 

It has been said that figures 
can be juggled to prove any
thing- the same is true of 
words. Who got me into this 
anyway? After reading what 
appears above, all I can say is 
that it's a lot of bunk. I have 
always found the members of 
the Ottawa Ski Club most kind
ly, courteous and considerate, 
and appreciate the personal con
tact I have with them. 

So be assured, fellow mem
bers, that your questions and 
suggestions are always welcome 
-any place, any time. Often I 
won't know the answer, but 
proibrubly I'll know the fellow 
who does. 

DIAL 
2-0724 
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Le tertre du Camp Fortune 
par C. E. Mortureux 

Sur ce tertre entoure de evolutions que tout adepte du 
hautes collines et borde d'un ski doit maitriser s'il veut eviter 
ruisseau por.tant, en une serie de les chutes fatales sur ces cotes 
bruyantes cascades, le trop-plein semees d'embuches. Toute une 
des eaux du petit lac Fortune a generation a passe sur ce tertre 
la plaine, s'elevait autrefois, il du Camp Fortune, et la gene
Y a trois quarts de siecle, ration presente y vient toujours 
l'humble habitation en rondins plus nombreuse. Ce merveilleux 
de John Dunlop, un des premiers sport du ski. cette ecole de sou
colons de la Gatineau. Le chalet plesse, d'habilete, de hardiesse, 
aux riantes couleurs de l'Ottawa de sang-froid, cette source ine
Ski Club a remplace !'habitation puisable de joie et d'emotions, 
et les skis en rangs serres nous a tous conquis, et s'est 
s'etalent aujourd'hui sur le som- implante a jamais parmi nous. 
met du coteau, a la place de la 
charrue et de la herse primitives 
avec lesquelle ce rude pionnier 
s'evertuait a tirer sa subsistance 
de ce maigre sol. lei vient de
puis vingt ans se retremper a 
la montagne, cette source de 
jeunesse eternelle, toute la po
pulation de la capitale. 

Elle y vient en automne des 
que les premieres gelees ont fait 
disparaitre les moustiques et 
les briHots, ces hates incom
modes de la foret. Elle vient 
encore plus nombreuse quand la 
frondaison flamboyante des era
bles, se detachant parmi les bou
leaux argentes et les cimes ver
doyantes des pins sur les pentes 
de ces collines disposees en am
phitheatre, fait un tableau d'une 
incomparruble beaute. 

Mais quand la neige recouvre 
ces hauteurs, c'est par milliers 
que se comptent les visiteurs et 
c'est sur ce modeste tertre que 
s'ebauchent et que s'apprennent 
les freinages, les Christianas, les 
Telemarks, les Sauts-arrets et 
les Gelandesprungs, ces savantes 

Ses manifestations change
ront peut-etre. Aux longues 
courses epuisantes d'autrefois 
ont deja succede les courses en 
descente, exigeant moins de 
force mais pfus d'habilete; les 
concours de slalom ont remplace 
les concours de saut, mais tous 
ces changements tendent a ren
dre le ski encore plus inte
ressant, d'ailleurs les pratiques 
d'autrefois reviendront peut
etre par cycles successifs. La 
mode changera mais le ski reste
ra parce qu'il est indispensable, 
parce que sans lui l'hiver ne 
serait plus qu'une saison morne, 
triste et interminable. 

De plus en plus on entend sur 
ce tertre le doux parler de 
France. Longtemps les Cana
diens-franc;ais sont restes fideles 
a la raquette, !'instrument sur 
lequel leurs peres ont parcouru 
de toutes parts ce vaste conti
nent, mais le ski les a enfin con
quis eux aussi, et c'est toujours 
plus nombreux qu'ils viennent 
tous les hivers sur les pistes de 
la Gatineau. 



22 

ATTENTION SKIERS ! 

YOUR 

SKI TOGS 

AND 

KEEP DRY 

Vail-proof Dry Cleaning re
sists snow, rain and perspir
ation dampness. Adds to the 
life of the. fabric and greatly 
reduces tendency to wrinkle 
and wilt. 

ask /or Vail-proof 

Ottawa Ski Club Year Book 1943-44 

Depuis longtemps des noms 
fram;ais figuraient sur la liste 
des champions de ski, mais la 
foule n'avait pas encore donne 
son adhesion entiere. Elle le 
fait aujourd'hui, elle vient pui
ser a tout age un renouveau 
de force et de vigueur dans la 
pratique de ce roi de tous les 
sports. Elle a pris la meilleure 
part-et elle ne lui sera point 
&tee. 

Y a-t-il encore parmi nous 
. des gens en bonne sante qui 
ne font pas de ski? Se peut
il qu'il y ait encore des infortu
nes ignorant l'enchantement de 
ce sport divin, qui n'ont jamais 
suivi dans la montagne les sou
pies meandres d'une piste bordee 
de pins sous le ciel bleu d'une 
journee d'hiver, qui n'ont jamais 
connu )'emotion d'une course 
vertigineuse sur les cotes nei
geuses ou le piaisir d'une chute 
dans un amas de neige pou
dreuse. Se peut-il qu'il y ait 
encore des gens dont !'hori
zon soit borne par les quatre 
murs de leur chambre, et ne con
naissant pas d'autre sentier que 
le dur pave de nos trottoirs? 

A tous ces infortunes, ces 
prisonniers volontaires, passant 
l'hiver a maugreer dans l'at
tente d'un printemps qui s'at
tarde, je dirais: "Chaussez des 
skis et suivez-nous dans les col
lines de la Gatineau. Venez avec 
nous .explorer tous ces recoins 
mysterieux de la foret, inaccess
ibles a toute autre saison. La 
neige et le ski nous ouvrent des 
espaces infinis. Venez y puiser 
un regain de courage, de vigueur 
et de sante." 
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The Beaver at Lake Fortune 
When we of the Ottawa Ski 

Club heard that a colony of 
beavers was to be planted on 
the shores of Lake Fortune we 
were thrilled 1beyond measure. 
Here was at last an opportunity 
of studying at close hand the 
wonderful ingenuity of this 
amazing1y clever and industrious 
little animal, which has played 
such an outstanding part in 
Canadian history. Now that we 
have seen the beaver at work 
for three years, gradually turn
ing a spot of sylvan beauty into 
a scene of utter desolation, we 
wonder if he is a desirable guest 
in a natural park which is sup
posed to be kept for the enjoy
ment of visitors, or if he is 
not more of a satboteur than a 
builder. It was great fun at 
first to see him slapping the 
water with his tail when visit
ors came near. There is no 
longer any fun now that we can
not even get near the water. 

Here was a lake at one time, 
one of the prettiest in the 
Gatineau hills, where hundreds · 
of young people used to enjoy 
swimming; its rocky shore, 
along which ran a path softly 
carpeted with pine needles, was 
.a favorite spot for picknickers 
and nature lovers. In the fall, 
silvery birches, green pines and 
hard maples with thE}ir vivid 
red leaves made as beautiful 
a show as could be seen 
this side of heaven. Now 
after three years of the beavers' 
management it looks as if it 
had been struck by the wrath 
of God! Path, rocks and islands 
are under three feet of water, 

and the water is covered with a 
green and repulsive scum. Hun
dreds of stately trees are dead 
or dying in the flooded areas; 
others have rbeen gnawed to 
death. Visitors who have seen 
the lake at the heights of its glo
ry now look upon it with incred
ulous eyes. "What has happen
ed?" they ask. "How did this 
lovely place come to be changed 
into an ugly morass?" And when 
they are told the rea,son they ex
claim: "Why on earth were the 
beavers ever allowed in here?" 
And the beavers have now gone 
on to Black Lake which they 
will proceed to ruin in the same 
manner. 

The beavers were put in Lake 
Fortune for educational pur-

poses we are told. Little can 
be seen of their work, however, 
outside of ugly shapeless 
mounds of clay and sticks, look
ing like glorified cow flaps, al
most as ugly as a piece of Ger
man architecture, which are 
supposed to be their dweliings, 
and a dam holding the water and 
causing the destructive flood. 
The purpose of this dam, ac-
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cording to naturalists, is to 
create a pond so deep that the 
water will not freeze through to 
the bottom, and this pond is 
used by the beaver as a cache 
for his food and a refuge when 
attacked by his enemies. Another 
purpose is to submerge the 
lower part of his house, where 
the entrance is, thus blocking 
the way to possiible foes. Now 
when the beaver settles on a 
deep stream or lake, like Lake 
Fortune, you would think he 
would realize that the building 
of a dam is entirely umreces
sary. The building instinct is 
stronger than his judgment, 
however; whether the stream 
is six inches or fifty feet deep, 
he invariably erects a dam, hold
ing back the water and causing 
floods and destruction all 
around. One would think also 
that by this time, he would have 
learned to build his abode on a 
raft, house-boat like, or on piles, 
lacustrian fashion, thus sparing 
himself a whole lot of work and 
trouble. That would be too 
simple however, the beaver 
must work like the beaver that 
he is; he builds on shore and 
raises the level of the water un
til the house is half flooded 

Other animals, rated much low
er in the scale of intelligence 
like the jack rwbbit or the bear, 
dig a comfortable den under a 
heap of brush or at the foot of a 
tree, without any fuss -or trou
ble, but the beaver must build, 
flood and destroy. 

There are places where beaver 
dams have proved beneficial by 
storing up water for irrigation 
purposes, and. in such places he 
should be protected and encour
aged. This does not appear to 
be the case with Lake Fortune. 

Not all the trees that he de
stroys are killed by drowning, 
however, he also slaughters a 
good many to satisfy his insati
able gnawing ins:tinct. Gnaw 
he must, at all times, in 
season and out of season, to 
check the growth of his incisors 
which keep growing out. Some 
of these trees are needed for 
food during the winter; he cuts 
them up into small sticks of 
various lengths according to 
their diameter and stores them 
in the pond around his house. 
Sometimes-and this, it must 
be admitted, denotes an amaz
ing degree of intelligence on his 
part-when he has to go far for 
trees, he digs canals, hundreds 
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of feet long into the bush, and 
floats his wood supply down to 
his quarters, like a regular 
lumber jack. Whenever meal 
time comes, Johnny Beaver dives 
through the hatch and brings 
up a tender, succulent stick, 
softened by storage in the 
water, and the 'bark of which is 
devoured with great gusto by 
the family. Now, if he limited 
his activities in this respect to 
the actual number of young ten
der trees that he really needs 
for food, little damage would be 
done, as he is fairly abst~mious, 
but he must gnaw for the sake 
of his teeth, and he causes great 
havoc in so doing. Sometimes, 
and fairly often, he pays the 
supreme penalty for such van
dalism by getting trapped un
der the tree which he fells. He 
is not the crafty woodsman that 
some nature lovers would have 
us believe. He keeps gnawing 
until the tree falls, not knowing 
which way it will drop. That, 
you would think should teach 
him a lesson, but it does not. 
Migratory birds have learnt to 
avoid light-houses which at first 
killed so many of them in their 
mass flights, lbut the beaver, 
after so many thousands of 
years of bitter experience, still 
gets caught by his own thought
less work. 

Outside of feeding and gnaw
ing, his main worry during the 
winter is the maintenance of his 
dam. Sitting in the upper story 
of his house, a watchman lets 
his tail hang in the water below; 
when the water recedes and the 
tail feels dry, he suspects a 
breach somewhere, gives the 
alarm, and forthwith the whole 

colony rushes out to the beloved 
dam and repairs the leak. 

What can we learn from the 
beaver? A few things, not all 
applicable in our case, however. 
The first is that he manages to 
keep his house warm without 
burning oil, coal or wood, but 
the Eskimo does that in his igloo 
without flooding the country. 
His diet is also an outstanding 
lesson of frugality, but I am 
afraid he is inimitable in this 
respect. Could we manage to 
live on poplar sticks as he does, 
it would go a long way towards 
reducing the cost of living, pro
viding a ceiling was placed on 
the price of pufpwood, but we 
would have to develop a gastric 
juice of much greater potency 
than the one we have been in the 
habit of producing, and a sto
mach with much thicker and 
stronger walls than our present 
one. If we went naked as he 
does winter and summer, per
hap; we would, in time, develop 
a fur of as good quality, but a 
whole lot of us would be elimin
ated in the process. The main 
lesson that he teaches us per
haps is one of soHdarity, co
operation and intole~ance of 
idleness. Beavers work m teams, 
helping one another; when o~e 
individual refuses to work, he IS 

at once banished from the colo
ny, and ekes out a solitary. and 
miserable existence. Night 
Riders, please note! 

He certainly deserves our ad- · 
miration f.or being ab1e to ac
complish so much with the 
simple tools that nature gave 
him-his paws, his teeth and 
his tail-the latter as we have 
seen, being used as a leak detect-
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or, as a gong for warning of ap
proaching danger, as a carrier 
for small sticks and mud, and 
as a pounder or tamper for mud. 
That is a lot of uses for a tail, 
and that explains why it is so 
long, broad and strong. When 
all is said and done, however, it 
must be admitted that while 
he may be very useful in some 
localities, he is an awful nui
sance in others. If any biped 
destroyed as much in a season 
as the beaver does in a week, 
if he went around destroying 
valuable trees and letting them 
rot on the grol!nd, 'he would 
get short shrift. It appears that 
his bad points, at least in a spot 
like Lake Fortune, outnumber 
by far his good qualities, and he 
should not be allowed to stay 
there. We do not want the 
death of the sinner, but merely 

WE FEATURE 

''Cfairway " 

Ski-Apparel 

Canada's Finest 
Windbreakers 

Ski-Slacks Shorts and Talis 

Parkas, Socks, Mitts, Shirts 
Warm-Up-Coats, Etc. 
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CORNER BANK)\.ND QUEEN 

his removal to a place where his 
sins may become virtues. 

We fully subscribe to what 
t·he great naturalist Ernest 
Thompson Seton says of him in 
his book, "Wild Animals I have 
known." "It is :fitti:n;g indeed 
that the beaver, the symbol of 
energy, peace and industry, 
should be the emblem of Cana
da for which it did so much". 
We think it is :fitting that this 
marvellous little worker sbould 
be protected and allowed to pur
sue his peaceful industry along 
some lakes and streams, when 
by so doing he serves the coun
tryside and does not turn a 
place of beauty into an ugly 
morass. To allow him to be ex
tinguished through· the greed of 
man would be the height of in
gratitude-but let him be kept 
away from the lakes of the 
Gatineau Park. He has no place 
there. 

SKI-GOOSERY RHYME 

Mary bought a pair of skis, 
To frolic in the snow; 
But everywhere that Mary went, 
The skis refused to go. 

THE SKI GIRL 

The Ski Girl, in the shining 
snow, 

Is rather dangerous to know. 
Observe her cheerfully embark 
Upon the mystic Telemark. 
Her bodyguard of brave young 

men 
Are used as cushions now and 

then. 
They only gasp; they don't 

complain, 
But struggle up and start again. 
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Competitions held • 
1n 1943 

Eight competitions were held during the winter of 1943. A 
list of the same appears below, with the names of the win1J.ers. 

Jan. 24th-Women's Preliminary Downhill-1. F,lorence Clifford. 
Women's Preliminary Slalom-1. Margaret Duguid. 

Jan. 24th-Men's Preliminary Downhill-1. Fred Dixon. 
Men's Preliminary Downhill-1. Harvey Cliff.ord. 
Men's Preliminary Slalom-1. Ken Thomas. 

Feb. 20th-Interscholastic Cross-Country-Southam Trophy. 
Won by Glebe Collegiate team composed of: Ted 
Gordon, Don Breadner, Don Kihl, and Harvey Clifford. 

Feb. 28th-Interscholastic Combined Downhill and Slalom-Arthur 
Ault Memorial Trophy. 
Won by Glebe Collegiate team composed of: Harvey 
Clifford, Don Kihl, Ted Gordon, Tiny Wilson and Frank 
Mcintyre. 

March 13th-Interscholastic Girls' Combined Downhill and Slalom. 
Mrs. Robert E. Maynard Trophy. 
Won .by Glebe Collegiate team composed of: Jane 
Rutherford, Margaret p ,hiilips, Barbara Sawyer and 
Dodi Barnhart. 

March 14th-Gatineau Ski Zone Combined Downhill and Slalom
Journal Trophy. 
Senior- 1. Bill Burke. 2. John Clifford. 
Junior-1. Harvey Clifford. 2. Alex McDougall. 

April 4th- Ottawa Ski Club Combined Downhill and Slalom
Alex West Trophy,. 
1. Harvey Clifford. 2. John Clifford. 3. Alex McDougall. 

April 4th-Ottawa Ski Club Women's Combined Downhill and 
Slalom Championship. 
1. Hazel Kihl. 2. Margaret Duguid. 3. Dorothy Currie. 
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Ski-ing and Old Age 
A statement by the author of 

an interesting article published 
in the 1934 Canadian Ski Year 
Book should not pass unchal
lenged. The statement is "Ski
ing is a vigorous sport and youth 
is required on the part of its 
ardent devotees in any part of 
the world." This statement 
prompts the question: "When is 
one too old to ski?" A noted 
physical culturist once said that 
a normal being should be able 
to touch the palms of both hands 
on the floor without bending his 
knees until he is ninety years of 
age. After that he should limit 
himself to touching with the tips 
of his fingers, not that he could 
not do more but because, after 
a certain age, one should prac
tice moderation in all things. 

If this is so and we don't doubt 
it, then a healthy man or a 
healthy woman for that matter, 
should be able to keep on skiing 
until near the century mark. 
The main thing is to keep at it, 
to keep in training . Why do we 
drop skiing? Is it because our 
strength fails us? Not at all, 
it is merely on account of a lack 
of will power on our parl. It 
takes a certain amount of will 
power to get started every year, 
to brave the first cold, to take 
the first hill. Once out, we en
joy it just as much as we ever 
did, but the difficulty is to re-

sume the habit. Because we no 
longe.r feel the urge to go out, 
that burning and feverish desire 
for the trails and for the hills 
that we experienced in our youth 
at the first snow fall, because 
a slight effort is required to put 
on our ski togs and we lack the 
will power to make that effort, 
we imagine that we are gro"\Y
ing old and relinquish a source 
of enjoyment that should be ours 
to the end of our days. 

Skiing, good skiing, is easier 
than walking and infinitely 
more pleasant. No one would 
deny that walking can be kept 
up until extreme old age; why 
not skiing. We know at least 
two of our members past the 
three-score and ten granted by 
the Psalmist, who still take the 
Canyon or the Highland Fling 
with a steadiness that many a 
younger man would envy. The 
main thing is to acquire skill at 
an early age, to make easy work 
of skiing, so as to be able to keep 
it up throughout life. If the 
steep hills no longer attract us, 
there are plenty of rolling and 
enjoyable trails. This busine<~s 
of quitting skiing at forty, fifty 
or even at seventy, because it is 
a sport for the young is aheer 
nonsense! 

Ottawa Ski Club News, 
Jan. 15th, 1925. 
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Ski-ing Pointers· 
Do's and Dont's 

• Don't ski out of control 

• Don't ski alone on isolated trails 

• Don't carry your poles in front of you. When 
descending take the straps off your wrists 

• Don't lie on the trails when you fall 
Get up quickly and stand clear 

• Don't get overheated. Shed extra clothing 

• Don't strain your eyes - Wear sun glasses 

• Do select well designed ski clothes. 

For ski clothing designed for modern 

ski-ers first try -

9nrmrs Lm 
• RIDEAU ~ STREET 

OTTAWA 

Since 1911 

' 
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A week end at Camp Fortune 
in 1928 

Saturday, 3 p.m.-Captain T. 
J. Morin, chairman of the Trail 
Committee, arrives and takes 
charge of the Camp and of the 
day's operations. Has anything 
been done yet about the race 
trail for the following day? 
Nothing has been done. Or
ders, clear and emphatic are 
issued, and the members of the 
squad, from the President down, 
speedily disperse in various 
directions, loaded with instruc
t ions and bunting, save that man 
Cliff who sneaks away to prac
tice "jelly springs", all by him
self, on the hill across the creek. 

7.30 p.m. Wearily the trail 
blazers herring-bone the icy 
slopes of Camp Fortune. "Tout 
fini" ~Everything is done~x
cept that part of the trail, and 
this other part, oh, and that 
other part too, Too dark, sn 
tired, so hungry they could not 
see! Will finish it to-morrow. 
"No, to-morrow won't do! The 
trail must be finished to-night, 
after supper." The Terrible 
Captain lays down the Taw: 
"Those who won't turn out will 
have to turn in without blank
ets." Cliff is still practidng 
jelly-springs on the hill across 
the creek. 

9 p.m. With many shouts and 
gambols, the Night Riders of 
the Canyon arrive. Ordered to 
get to work on the Canyon at 
once, cross-checking it from top 
to bottom, making it safe for the 
democracy of skiers. They go 
away not so cocky. 

9.15 p.m. Racing trail squad, 
turn out! Refreshed but still 

weary, the trail squad, armed 
with brush hooks, goes out un
der Joe's leadership to connect 
various bits of trail and put 
bunting where required. Jelly 
springs still going on across the 
creek, with clock work regular
ity. 

11.30 p.m. The trail squad 
is in. The whole nine miles of 
trail are now connected. The 
C6te-du-Nord is joined to the 
Cork-Screw. The half mile of 
bush between Little Switzer
land and the new trail has been 
cleared. Tales of much hard
ship. Harold cut his face, George 
sprained his knee. "Now listen, 
boys, cut out this wailing; if 
you can't ski, learn to ski or 
take to snowshoes. We will give 
you another chance to-morrow 
by going over the trail before 
breakfast. Meanwhile to bed!" 

11.45. Night Riders are in. 
Very quiet. The Canyon has 
been cross-checked and levelled 
from top to bottom. 

12 p.m. Who is this starting 
to cook a steak with onions in 
the Dormitory when eighteen 
men are trying to sleep? Down
stairs! 

12.15 a.m. Three late visitors 
knock at the door. Any chance 
for bed and blankets? "Where 
are your badges, boys, are you 
members of this Club?" One 
was a member in 1922. The 
other two will join soon. "For 
the love of mike, you would 
think this is an old man's home, 
like the Rockcliffe Ski Tower 
where every member who puts 
a shovelful of snow claims free 
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membership, trips, board and 
lodgings. You will come in 
when you have your 1928 
badges. Meanwhile you can 
sleep downstairs." Exit three 
visitors. 

1 a.m. What is this strange 
noise across the creek, disturb
ing the stillness of the night? 
It is only Cliff, still practising 
"jelly springs." A messenger 
is sent to tell Cliff to go to bed 
if he does not want to be pound
ed into jelly. The noise stops. 

7.30 a.m.-Up and breakfast. 
The Terrible Captain has re
lented and the crew will have 
breakfast before starting out on 
the trail. The gang from M ur
phy's drops in. Pretty old men, 
not much good for anything. 
They look underfed and act like 
it.-In comes Joe Laverdure, 

fires are lit and boilers filled.
More jelly springs, nearer the 
creek. 

10 a.m. The army of skiers 
begins to arrive. 

10.30 a.m. Cliff has fallen 
into the creek. 

Ottawa Ski Club News, 
February 22nd, 1928. 

WE 

STRAIGHTEN 

AXLES, 

·WHEELS 

and 

FRAMES 

. We will stop your car from wearing Tires. 
Shimmying or Wandering 

B€RR S€RVIC€ 
J. ALEX McDONALD. Prop. 

141 ALBERT STREET PHONE 3-5629 
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The Night Riders 
by Elmer Cassel 

It is not generally understood 
whether skiing is a disease of 
the blood or a local infection. 
Some adherents prefer the form
er explanation, though perhaps 
the latter is a strong contribut
ing factor. Be that as it may, 
the Night Riders of the Canyon 
most certainly must have been 
bitten .by the "ski bug." Their 
enthusiasm for skiing seems to 
know no bounds, and even in the 
summer, if you happen to come 
upon them unawares, it is quite 
probable that they will be re
miniscing about last year's ten 
feet of snow, or discussing im
provements for some particular 
trail, and impatiently working 
and waiting till it can be tr~d 
out with the new snow. 

To the uninitiated, the mere 
mention of the ''Night Riders of 
the Canyon" would cause a mild 
sensation or a raised eyebrow. 
The origin of this very ancient 
and honorable title comes from 
a close association with the 
Ganyon Trail. Indef'!d, the Com
pany of Night Riders was 
originally formed for the pur
pose .of cross checking the Cany
on Trail on Saturday Nights so 
that Sunday morning ski en
thusiasts would not have their 
enthusiasm dampened by a too 
intimate or lingering contact 
with the Canyon Trail. 

This year is an important 
milestone in the annals of the 
Night Riders, for it marks their 
coming of age. To commemor
ate twenty-one years of opera
tion, the Night Riders have 
tamed the Canyon-at least ac-

cording to them it is going to 
be somewhat tamer. Unwanted 
trees, stumps, rocks and bumps 
have been entirely removed, and 
"Hospital Corner" has been 
widened and banked. The Great 
Divide, too, has been widened, 
graded, and properly bridged 
across the creek at the bottom. 
Both of these runs, it is expect
ed, will be smooth, fast, and 
exhilarating; and while some 
of the "kick" may have been 
taken out of them it is felt that 
they will be better than ever 
before. 

On occasion, the casual skier 
may be heard ·remark, "Those 
Night Riders certainly are lucky 
fellow. Free bunks and every
thing!" Many a truth is spok
en in jest, so let us pause a 
moment to consider a truth. 

What are the qualifications 
necessary for joining the Night 
Riders? Skimanship? By all 
means; but capable motorists 
are not necessarily all dare
devil drivers nor are the Night 
Riders foolhardy escapadoes out 
to tempt lucky chance. A num
ber of them are outstanding ski
ers and many other w~ll-known 
Ottawa skiers who have brought 
distinction to the Ottawa Ski 
Club fondly :recollect the time 
when they were active as Night 
Riders of the Canyon. If "all 
work and no play makes Jack 
a dull boy," all play and . no 
work does not make him really 
bright. To garnish their quota 
of play, the Night Riders par
take of an equal ration of work. 
Sixty miles of trail to brush in 
the fall, and .the same sixty 
miles to patrol after winter 
snow and ice storms would keep 
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a hired crew working most of 
the time, but most of that is 
done by the Night Riders and 
those of their friends who, like 
Tom Sawyer's friends, came to 
look but stayed to work. Even 
though much work has been and 
is being done to improve the 
trails, the vigilant skiers are 
ever alert to spot dangerous or 
tricky hazards and add them to 
the seemingly inexhaustible ca
talogue of work to be done. 

While there is the vague 
possibility that the Night Riders 
may be accused of making ski
ing too easy, it should be re
membered that the Canyon is 
one of the main arteries of 
traffic, and as such it should be 
capa'ble of handling safely the 
ever increasing volume of ski
ers. However, there are still 
thrilling new and ever famous 
old hills for conquest including 
the Cote du Nord, Corkscrew, 
Casse Cou, Humdinger, Morning 
After, Sentier Champlain, Cril
ly's, McCloskey's, King Mount
ain, Night Riders' Downhill No. 
1, Night Riders' Downhill No.~ 
and others which are guaranteed 
to put zip in every slip and fun 
in every run for even the most 
fastidious of ardent skiers. 

This ski-loving band is quite 

serious about its outdoor sport, 
and it is just as true though 
perhaps not quite as evident, 
tnat the form of recreation they 
revel in during. playtime adds 
greatly to the efficiency of their 
work-time. Whi!e a'bout half of 
the present Company of Night 
Riders is made up , of High 
Sohool students in their later 
'teens the remaining members 
of the group have chosen 
printing, insurance, teaching, 
radio or metalwork as their 
trade or profession. F ollowing 
are the names of the 1943-44 
Company of Night Riders :-

Ken Meikle, Ronald Eaillie, 
Ted Crain, John Buck, Dalton 
Wood, Fred Foster, Bill Tindale, 
Gordon Grant, Alex Hussey, 
Harvey Clifford, Ken Thomas, 
John Clifford, Emile Danjaw, 
Walter Roche, Fred Richardson, 
Elmer Cassel, Fred Hanna, 
Stuart Parsons, Clarence Fuller, 
and Wm. Irving, captain. 

Valued assistance has also 
been rendered by Ted Grant, 
George Wright, Alex. Mac
Dougall and Ted Gordon; and it 
is hoped that they too, may be 
able to participate in the activ
ities of the newly formed Ski 
Patrol. 

Hi-de-hi-de-ho! 

S I L H 0 U E T T E. HAIRDRESSING 

TELEPHONE 4-6220 ~ E X p E R T s 

novelties- oLingerie 
Owned and Operated by Miss GRACIA 

775 Bank Street (near Second Ave.) Ottawa 

\ 
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IAN R. JOHNSTONE 
4-9659 202 QUEEN ST. 2-9438 
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Mr. Pepys goes a-ski-ing 
The following gem, from 

the Ottawa Ski Club News 
(March 9, 1933) was written 
by the late, lamented Richard 
G. Lewis, who, for several years, 
was on the Board of Directors 
of the club. 

February 26th (Shrove Sun
day). Up very betimes as the 
Marshall kindly promises to 
take me again in his carre up 
the hills to the King's Mere and 
last night he saith over the 
phone, "This time we will make 
an early start." But to no avail 
although he hath a plausible 
alibi albeit, methought, unneces
sarily complicated with searches 
for stop watches and what not. 
And now that I recall other 
mornings it seems he hath said 
this same thing invariably. But 
the one time that he did come 
for me betimes I had not brok
en my fast, expecting him to run 
true to form. Methinks what 
pleasure he gets out of early 
rising is largely vicarious. 

A good run to the King's 
Mere where we left our heavy 
clothes safely locked in the carre 
against our return. And th'is 
a-going and a-coming by a warm 
carre removes another of the 
few disadvantages to ski-ing. 

Good going on the best snow 
of the year by the Canyon to the 
Fortunate Encampment and the 
day being young, did leave in 
right good company for a turn 
of the Roundabout. Here we 
met up with My Lord Douglas 
of the Dominion Association 
with Old Man Joe who was 
showing him his famous Dip-

pers, which My Lord and all of 
us took on high. And he shows 
us a new fitting that reminds 
me of the fittings of the spring 
skates of my too distant youth. 
And this new contraption, 
though untried by time, looks to 
me like the answer to the skier's 
prayer in that it can be undone 
and done up again, without 
stooping - no mean consider
ation to those of us who have 
lost some of the suppleness of 
youth. 

And the Dominion racers 
passed us near the Ridge Road 
with Pentilla in the lead as usual 
and running like a well-oiled 
machine. My boy runs a good 
race but finds that youth, while 
we all strive to hold it, is not 
always served. 

Back to the Lodge and Hyke 
Lambart shows me a neat pair 
of new skis brought from abroad 
with a shoe of hard, strong hick
ory and tops of lighter, but 
tough, birch wood. If they will 
maintain strength and decrease 
weight I am all fur them. So in
side the Lodge past the efficient 
and now hard-boiled checker, 
for a snack of hot food. Being 
ever mindful of my wife's ad
monition not to eat myself out 
of shape I did but take a baked 
pasty of neat's umbles and some 
pigs-in-blankets. These last are 
made of oysters, each wrapped 
in a good fat rasher of English 
bacon, spitted with a sliver of 
wood and boiled in sirop made 
from maple sap, a tasty dish 
when washed down with plenty 
of good strong India tea and 
lemon. 
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Our enjoyment of luncheon 
was somewhat marred by the 
Marshall's announcement that 
he had mislaid the keys of the 
carre in which were locked all 
our outer clothes and in which 
we hoped to return to ,towne. A 
sad enough affair when you con
sider how much time and effort 
the carre-makers have expended 
on ways and means of keeping 
people out of locked carres. 
Gordon Wrong suggested a way 
of climbing under the carre and 
crawling or reaching up through 
loosened floor boards to open the 
door but there were no volun
teers for this. Following a sort 
of third degree, the M-arshall 
admitted "tipping over" in the 
snow at the foot of the new 
slalom hill, but a search failed 
to uncover the keys. Then came 
to us there, Doctor Alford's boy 
with the missing ring he had 
picked up on the Speedway. 
And under some pressure the 
Marshall admits "tipping over" 
here also. Then Edythe Brown
lee calls him a "Secret Tipper" 
which is as vile a pun as I have 
ever heard. 

With this cloud of gloom lift
ed, away we go to enjoy the 
slalom contest and My Lord, in 
spite of his well-known pre
judices against exhibitions and 
tests of downhill skill in ski-ing, 
seems with his guests, to be en
joying the brave spectacle--or 
something. 

Met here a fellow scrivener 
and know now where I had seen 
her before, which problem has 
been puzzling me for months. 
A combination of attractive ap
pearance and useful turns_ and 

stops is rare enough to impress 
a memory, even as bad as mine. 
I am often given to wonder why 
so many of QUr best lady skiers 
are so careless of appearance 
and so many of the fashionably 
and attractively costumed ones, 
cannot ski for nuts. 

And these two days have 
proved that our boys can acquit 
themselves with the best in all 
of the essentials of good ski-ing, 
downhill, cross-country and 
jumping. (And let the editor 
change that order of import
ance if he likes, he is fighting 
a losing battle). 

Climbed the new slalom hill 
in a bitter gale of wind and so 
home to a hot tubbe and a little 
medicine against a possible cold. 
Dined well off a lamb's leg and 
loin and a baked apple pasty. 
(Thank God, this time, we have 
both cheese and apple pasty at 
one and the same time). Out 
with my wife later to play at 
cartes with the Leechmen to 
top off a perfect winter's day. 
And so to bed after another 
libation to St. James, the patron 
Saint of tired but happy skiers. 
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About Wax 
What 

and Waxing 
Experts Say 

Wax is now being used by the and finally the superstructure. 
members of the Ottawa Ski 
Clulb to a much greater extent 
than in the past but some of it, 
it is feared is being wasted, be
cause it is used in excess, or at 
the wrong time, or again be
cause it is not of the right kind. 
The purpose of the foUowing 
notes is to prevent this waste. 

It should be clearly under
stood in the first place that the 
purpose of waxing is not only 
to make sliding easier, but also 
to protect skis against excessive 
wear and tear; it should be 
noted also that spasmodic at
tempts at waxing are often 
wors·e than useless; to get the 
full benefit from it is should be 
carried on as regular routine 
during the winter. 

Proper treatment of the skis, 
according to experts, includes 
four steps (1) the appfication of 
linseed oil "to restore the natur
al oil of the wood, thereby re
juvenating the skis; (2) the ap
plication of tar as a base to con
dition, waterproof and toughen 
the running surface of the skis 
and help to retain the wax; (3) 
putting a foundation of wax, the 
nature of which varies with the 
nature of the snow; ( 4) putting 
on a top wax to protect the 
foundation, make it last longer · 
and facilitate climlbing or slid
ing under various conditions. 

Leaving out the oiling, the 
process might be compared to 
the building of a house. First 
the base or footing, which forms 
an anchor, then the foundation, 

This appears to be a lot of 
care for a couple of pieces of 
board, but when one considers 
the inexpensiveness of the treat
ment, as compared with the high 
cost of good skfs, the years that 
may be added to their use and 
tl;le added enjoyment that is de
rived, it does not seem that 
these precautions are exagger
ated. Doubtless there are many 
skis which, by some special vir
tue, manage to get along with
out such care, but many also are 
ruined before their time by the 
lack of care. 

Oiling.-Linseed oil is simply 
rubbed on the skis, several lay
ers in succession, each allowed 
to dry in before the next one 
is put on. It should be noted 
here that not all experts favour 
the use of linseed oil. Thos. 
Tangwald (British Ski Year 
Book) says, "Personally, I am 
not very fond of linseed oil be
cause I find that it stretches the 
skis-meaning that it opens up 
the pores of the wood-but some 
people like it." However, Tang
wald was considering the oil as 
a base, in place of tar, which 
does not appear to be the proper 
use of linseed oil. Our old friend 
Percy Douglas, Editor of the 
Canadian Ski Annual and a 
skier of many years' experience, 
strongly advocates it, not as a 
base, but as a preliminary treat
ment, before tarring. IR this 
way presumalbly the objection 
to the stretching effect of the 
oil disappears, as tar fills in and 
seals up the pores of the wood. 
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... Base.-The ingredient used 
as a base is generally one of the 
heavy tar preparations found 
on the market . Pitch or pine 
tar will do, but a specially pre
pared tar called "Skare", of 
Norwegian origin, is the best . 
It should be burnt in, that is 
impressed, integrated as it 
were into the wood of the skis, 
prefera;bly with · a :b'Jow torch 
or at least a hot iron. Quoting 
Tangwald, "Tar or Skare should 
be burnt in by means of a blow 
torch. As you burn it, you wipe 
it, part of it penetrates the 
wood and the rest adheres to the 
rag." Douglas says, "Assuming 
that your skis were thoroughly 
treated with 1inseed oil when 
put away in their press in the 
spring, then of first importance 
in the fall, is to waterproof and 
condition the running surface. 
Do this early, well before the 
season starts, by ironing or 
burning in witfi a blow torch a 
coat of any ·Of the heavy tar 
preparations sold in the shops. 
'Skare' is excellent for this 
purpose. As this is a messy job, 
you can have it done for you in 
the shop and if well applied it 
will last a surprisingly long 
time, though a second treatment 
will probably be advisable in the 
late winter". A word of caution 
iil necessary here: The use of a 
blow torch requires an expert 
hand, as there is a danger of 
burning the wood, and a charred 
ski is ruined. If you are plan
ning to do it yourself, better 
practise at first on some ordin
ary board, until you master the 
art. 

Let us repeat here that all ex
perts agree in saying that this 
oiling or tarring or both oiling 
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and tarring the surface of the 
ski before any waxing is done, 
is essential. It .not only tough
ens the wood and waterproofs it 
but it facilitates the application 
of wax and helps to retain it. 
Wax never clings well to a wood 
surface that has not been pre
viously treated with a base and 
a well "based" ski will also stand 
much more hardship than an 
untreated one. 

Next comes the waxing prop
er, or the putting on of a "found
ation coat" loosely called "base" 
by some writers who apply the 
word "treatment" to what is 
universally recognized as the 
base-almost as bad a mistak:e 
as calling a "jeep" a "peep" in 
military parlance. 

The choice of the foundation 
wax varies with the nature of 
the snow and a few considera
tions are necessary here: 

For waxing purposes the snow 
may roughly be divided into 
three categories or groups (1) 
Dry or powdery snow (2) Wet 
and sticky snow (3) Crystalline 
snow, also called "corn", "sug
ary", "honeycombed snow," such 
as is found in the spring, after 
alternate baking in the sun and 
freezing at nights. Very wet, 
water soaked snow, as after a 
prolonged rain, may be included 
in the latter category as it re
quires the same kind of wax. 
There are finer classifications, 
with divisions into sub-groups, 
but these may be disregarded 
for most practical purposes. 

Dry snow is at its best condi
tion for sliding at a temperature 
of 10 - 20 above zero, and little 
waxing, if any, is required on 

such days, but it always helps 
to have a little wax, of the right 
kind, well put on,--climbing is 
easier, skis go faster down hill, 
are easier to control and keep 
a straighter course. In ex
tremely low temperatures such 
as 30 below zero, occasionally 
experienced in Ottawa, snow be
comes slow and gritty, and ad
dHiona.l wax is required. Arctic 
explorers who encounter temp
eratures of 60 to 70 below zero 
claim that skis no longer slide, 
snow being almost like sand. We 
all know by experience that on 
very cold days-any below zero 
day-snow is not nearly as fast 
as in a more moderate tempera
ture. A touch of graphite as a 
top wax over the foundation, is 
very helpful on a very cold day. 

Every one of us has met soft, 
sticky snow, at one time or an
other, whenever the thermo
meter rises albove freezing 
point. It is annoying even with 
waxed skis, and an abomination 
otherwise. It balls under the 
skis to such an extent that the 
rider is immobilized in his 
tracks. Knocking it off affords 
only temporary relief, as the wet 
stuff is picked up again almost 
as quickly as it drops off. Tak
ing the blades off is worse, as 
one may sink to the · hips if not 
to the armpits. Applying wax 
on wet, untreated skis at this 
juncture is of little use, for wax 
will not cling to wet surfaces. 
The rider is caught between 
the devil and the deep sea. He 
must endure the agony until he 
reaches a traveled road, where 
he can walk with his skis on his 
shoulders, but Johnny is a pret
ty tired guy when he gets home. 
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Snow sticks very little to skis 
that have been well treated with 
a tar base, and still less when 
this base is covered with a spe
cial "clog" wax. A little touch 
of graphite or paraffin-or even 
of candle wax-here and there, 
where it sticks, will help the 
skier to get home safely without 
much effort. 

Crystalline spring snow, or 
water soaked snow, does not 
stick, but the sliding down hill, 
especially on hard, corn snow, 
is uneven, jerky, lacking in 
smoothness, and there is a heart 
breaking back slip on cifmbing. 

Let us see now the waxes re
commended for each of the 
above conditions. 

For dry, powdery snow, to 
check back slip, give speed 
downhill and insure a better con
trol of the skis, Percy Douglas 
already quoted, recommends the 
brand "Dry Sno" made in Cana
da, also known as "High Speed 
Dry Sno", while "High Speed 
Clog Sno" is advised for damp 
sticky snow, to prevent balling 
and "High Speed Downhill" for 
slalomers, who get "towed up" 
and merely "Schuss" down. 
"Wonder Wax" is also mention
ed by others and there are in 
addition a num'ber of excellent 
Norwegian waxes, which, it is 
hoped, will soon reappear on the 
market. Lastly, for corn, sug
ary or crystalline snow, nothing 
appears to be as good as Klister 
(especially if the snow is a bit 
damp), with a touch of "High 
Speed" as top wax, on both ends 
of the ski-the sliding parts. 

"If the snow is frozen solid" 

says Tangwald "i·t is better to 
use "Skare," a preparation of 
the same type as Klister, but 
offering more resistance than 
the latter. When "Skare" is thus 
used as a foundation coat, over 
a base of the same stuff that has 
been •burnt in, it should be rub
bed in by hand. This makes two 
coats of Skare, one burnt in as a 
base, the other one rubbed on, 
as a foundation. 

Top coat-The main purpose 
of a top coat of wax, is to pre
vent the excessive wear of the 
foundation coat, and increase 
the speed. Tangwald recom
mends the application of "Mix" 
or "Medium" wax, as a top coat 
over a foundation of Klister, in 
order to save the latter on a 
long distance trip. Graphite, 
paraffine or High Speed wax are 
also used as top coats on both 
ends of the skis, and, if neces
sary, also in the center, wher
ever it sticks-to prevent stick
ing and increase the speed. 

All of the above foundations 
or top waxes should be put on 
by hand. All experts agree on 
that point. It is a bit of a messy 
job, specially as regards Klis
ter, but it is necessary. Quot
ing again Tangwald, "If you 
use a hot iron or a blow torch 
you eliminate certain valuable 
elements of the wax. If you ap
ply the wax by hand, wax and 
wood rise to a temperature at 
which these elements in the wax 
are retained, and which also 
causes the wax to adhere more 
intimately to the wood. You 
must rub very hard with the 
palm of the hand so as to spread 
the wax well. When both skis 
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have been treated, put them out
side in the shade." 

Percy Douglas also believes in 
thorough rubbing in, and, in 
addition, warns against the use 
of an "excess of wax." "Wax 
can properly and usefully be ap
plied only on a dry, warm ski, 
must be sparingly used and :well 
rubbed in with the bare hand. 
So many make the mistake of 
using too much wax, when, for · 
ordinary conditions just a small 
quantity is really necessary, and 
I repeat, rub it well." 

Renewing the coat of wax
The wax foundation should be 
renewed or restored frequently, 
preferably every time one goes 
out, as it soon loses its effi
ciency. If the wax to be added 
is of the same kind as the old 
one, it is not necessary to re
move the old coat; just add the 
new wax to the old, rubbing it in 
by hand, after warming up the 
skis by leaving them a couple 
of hours in a room at 65° F. If 
changing from one wax to an
other, as for instance from "Dry 
Sno" to "Clog Sno" or to "Klis
ter" then the old coat should be 
removed entirely before putting 
on the new one. It is better to 
use heat for this removal, as by 
so doing a considerable amount 
of the wax is impregnated into 
the wood and serves as a base. 

To sum up:-

(1) If you have treated your 
skis with several applications of 
linseed oil last spring, well and 
good, they will be the better 
prepared in tlie fall to receive 
the tar base which serves to con
dition, waterproof and toughen 
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the wood. Treat the sides, as 
well as the under surface. Good 
skis are expensive and deserve 
all the protection they can get; 
a good base will protect them a 
lot and help the wax to stay on. 

If you have not put on any 
linseed oil-well, forget it and 
don't worry. But don't forget 
the tar base. 

(2) Now, a few days before 
starting out, for an average 
cold day, when the snow is dry 
and powdery, on this tar base 
put on a foundation wax, using 
a wax for dry snow. Put it on 
sparingly, rub it well on the 
warm skis with the palm of the 
hand, and renew it every time 
you go out, as it wears off. One 
point to be noted here is that 
"the thicker the wax, the easier 
the climbing, and the thinner the 
wax, the faster the skis. There
fore, since climbing is done in 
the center, and sliding on the 
ends, apply the wax thin on the 
ends and a little thicker on the 
middle." (Taylor). 

(3) If the day threatens to 
turn soft, take a tube of clog 
wax with you, and put it on by 
hand, after removing entirely 
the old wax. If there is a bit of 

sticking, put a few touches of 
graphite or paraffin on the ends 
or wherever the snow sticks. 
Always carry a block of gra
phite with you for such purpose. 

(4) In the spring, over crys
talline snow, put on Klister, 
after removing the old wax. 
When the snow is very hard, 
as after a heavy frost, use 
Skare in preference. For a long 
trip, top with "Mix" or "Med
ium" wax, graphite may also be 
used on both ends of the skis. 

( 5) Renew your wax found
ation every time you go out, and 
particularly a Klister founda
tion, as it wears off and soon 
loses its efficiency. If you 
change wax, remove old one by 
means of heat, wiping it off with 
a cloth as it melts. In this way 
a part of it will be impregnated 
in the wood of the ski, and serve 
as a base. Do not scrape it off 
with a knife, nor dissolve it 
with gasoline. 

(6) Get your supply of wax 
early. A tin of Skare, one of 
"Dry Sno", one of "Clog Sno", 
one of Klister, and a block of 
graphite should be sufficient for 
the average skier for a who1e 
season. 

chez henri hotel 
DINING ROOM AND GRILL 

HULL, Quebec 

H. E. Willlenegger 
Resident Manager 

DIAL 2-5701 
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How to get to the Lodges 
of the Ottawa Ski Club 

Up to date information 
To Camp Fortune 

By Bus, to Kingsmere and by ski 
from there (llh miles). There is still 
a fair bus service on Sunday morn
ing, from the corner of Dalhousie anj 
York, leaving at 8.30 a.m. and at 
11 a.m. If you are unable to get a 
seat at 8.30, you still have time to 
catch the train. Returning busses 
will be provided only to accommod
ate purchasers of return tickets. They 
leave Old Chelsea at 5 p.m. On week 
days, the bus leaves the Hull Com
pany's office, 91 Wellington, Hull, at 
7 a.m.; returning bus leaves Old 
C,lelsea at 6:30 p,m. 

By train to Tenaga, and by ski on 
the Tenaga trail to "Dunlop's." A 
well sheltered and pleasant traJl, 
about four miles long. 

By train to Chelsea station, and by 
sleigh to Kingsmere, if you can man
age to pile into one of the two or 
three sleighs waiting at the station. 
First come, first piled (25c.) By ski, 
nearly five miles across open fields 
and over Canymi trail. This trail 
might possibly be shortened a mile 
or so if directed towards Dunlop's. 
Please investigate and report. 

Latest news: There is a strong 
possibility that trucks may be avail
able for taking skiers from Chelsea 
to Kingsmere. Watch the papers. 

By car to one of the parking lots 
on Kingsmere or Meach Lake Road, 
all within taxi range and at reason
able distance by ski from Fortune. 

0tt~wa. s 
Gu•O-~ 
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Parking anywhere on the road is 
strictly taboo. 

The Old Chelsea or Ridge Road 
Parking lot, 9¥2 miles up from city, 
31h miles up by ski from Fortune, 
by Canyon trail. This lot is found 
at the beginning of Kingsmere road, 
along Chelsea brook, just past the 
bridge. 

Young's or Penguin's Parking lot, 
on Kingsmere road, one mile up from 
Old Chelsea. By ski up Penguin 
trail and Canyon Trail, 2 lf4 miles. 

Kingsmere parking lot, 2¥4 miles 
up from Old Chelsea. By ski up 
Kingsmere Heights trail, across golf 
course to Canyon trail. ( llh miles). 

Dunlop's parking lot, on Meach 
Lake road, 2¥2 miles up from Old 
Chelsea. By ski up Dunlop's trail, 
1% mi,les. 

Old Chelsea, Young's and Dunlop's 
lots are operated by the Federal Dis
trict Commission and are free of 
charge. The Kingsniere lot is 
privately operated, charge 25c. There 
is an attendant there, to help you 
out of trouble. 

The Canyon trail, the main avenue 
of ski traffic for motorists stopping at 
any of the Kingsmere road parking 
lots, starts from Meach lake road, 
% mile up from Old Chelsea. (It is 
shown as "Ridge road" on the maps 
and markers of the F.D.C., and as 
"Canyon trail" on the maps and 
markers of the O.S.C., who laid it. 
The original Ridge road starts from 
Kingsmere Heights). A well shel
tered trail from the start, mostly up 
hill as far as the Top of the World, 
where it shoots down into Fortune 
Valley by the "Drop of the Canyon", 

M({'l'l·s 
-~tyl4le 

STREET 
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¥z mile long. The distance by ski to 
Fortune over the Canyon trail is 
about 31/2 miles from Old Chelsea, 
2 ¥z from Young's, 1 Yz from Kings
mere. The more you ski, the more 
gas you save. 

Several trails bi'anching off the 
Canyon after Kingsmere Heights also 
lead to Camp Fortune (1) Sky Line, 
3 miles long, very scenic, fair skimg; 
(2) Little Switzerland, 2 miles, an 
A.l ski trail, splendid slopes; (3) 
Pleasant Valley, an easy trail, good 
to know when snow conditions are 
not of the best; ( 4) The Slalom, to 
.Joe Morin's Slalom, the best and 
longest hill in the country.-Contin
uing westward on the Ridge road 
1fter its junction with the Canyon at 
Kingsmere · Heights, the following 
slopes, also leading into Fortune 
Valley, are found (1) The Lane, a 
winding, tricky half-mile descent; 
beware of up coming skiers! (2) Log 
cabin trail (see marker) going to 
Practice grounds near Camp Fortune. 
A very pleasant trail; (3) Journey's 
End from the top of which there is 
a choice of two long and steeep hills: 
Traveler's (straight ahead) and Bon
ny Brae (to the right) . 

The Canyon trail climbs over the 
ridge and down. Most of this climb
ing can be avoided by going through 
an opening in the ridge, at Dunlop's 
(Meach Lake road, 2% miles from 
Old Chelsea). The Dunlop trail is 
marred by sleigh ruts sometimes. The 
latter may be avoided by branching 
off on the Lake trail (right), the 
Home Run (right) or the Sunrise 
(left), all but little longer than Dun
lop's, and very good also for the 
return trip. 

The great advantage of ·going by 
Dunlop's is the ease of the return 
trip. Just give yourself a shove with 
the poles and you are back at the 
parking lot.-Going back to Kings
mere, Young's or Chelsea, means 
climbing the ridge over again. There 
are, however, thrilling descents on 
the reverse slopes. 

While we are at Camp Fortune, 
let u·s take stock of the hills and 
trails there. 

The hills. From east to west, 
facing north: Sigurd's Jumping Hill, 
Joe Morin's Slalom (Skitow), The 
Morning After (a sister slope of the 
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Slalom), the Drop of the Canyon 
(lh mile), the Lane, the Nursery 
slopes or Practice grounds (straight 
south of the lodge), Bonny Brae, 
Traveler's (alias Mile a Minute)
North of the creeK, facing south:
Mortureux's hill, including Great 
Divide, Center Slope and East Slope. 
On the reverse side of Mortureux's 
hill, facing north are found the Cote 
du Nord, going to Dunlop's, and the 
Cork Screw, going to Lake Fortune. 

The trails-Going to Dunlop's park
ing Jot: Dunlop's, Sunrise, Home run 
(from the foot of Mortureux's hill) 
Lake trail, going west (from the foot 
of Great Divide). Cote du Nord. 

Going to Kingsniere' and Old Chel
sea. The Highland (up Bonny Brae) 
(Watch for the Highland Fling!), The 
Canyon, the Lane, George's, (for 
George's, go up Fortune Lane to 
Ridge Road, and turn left on Ridge 
road, about 100 yds.) . 

Going to the Western Look-out 
and Lodge-The Western trail, start
ing half way up Traveler's hill. 

Going nowhere in particular, in 
search of Dippers and Ogopogos, and 
coming back to lodge after a highly 
successful hunt:-The Merry-Go
Round, up Bonny Brae. 

Going to Wrightville-By the 
Lane, down George's, across Kings
mere Lake, over Mica Mine Trail to 
Pink Lake lodge, and to Wrightville 
by Pink Lake Trail. A little over 
9 miles. 

(2) The Dome Hill Lodge is about 
2% miles from the Wrightville car 
terminal. It may be :r;eached by ski 
along a range of very good sliding 
hills (Pine hill, Midway hill, Dome 
hill), all splendid for practising. It 
may also be reached by car to Iron
side village, thence turning left on 
tne Iron Mine road to Freeman's 
parking lot. There is a caretaker at 
the lodge on week-ends. 

( 3) The Pink Lake Lodge, may be 
reached by ski from Wrightville by 
the Pink Lake trail, or by car to the 
Hermit's Road, along the Mountain 
Road. About 4% miles. In charge 
of a caretaker on wE!ek-ends. 

( 4) The Western lodge, may be 
reached by ski from Camp Fortune, 
about 3% miles. A splendid . trail, 
and a marvelous look-out at the 
lodge, the best in the Gatineau coun
try. 

ATTENTION, 
NIGHT RIDERS, 

Improvements suggested 
for the Season of 1943-44 
(1) Detours.-In the bush part of 

the Tenaga trail are a few sharp, 
winding dips. safe enough when the 
snow is fresh, but tricky and even 
dangerous when it has been made icy 
by the passage of hundreds of skiers. 
Many people sit or fall there, causing 
interminable delays. Detours could 
easily be made to the right or left 
of most of these dips, but they should 
be shown by arrows marked "De
tour''. 

People seldom leave a trail to 
search for another path in the deep 
bush, for fear of getting iosi. They 
will however, if the direction is plain
ly marked. The last dip into the 
clearing just before Dunlop's is per
haps the worst ilf all. Ankles have 
been twisted· or broken the.re. 

(2) A trail could perhaps be laid 
from Chelsea across the fields to the 
right of the radio station and over 
a couple of small wooded knolls, to 
join with the Willingdon trail and 
further on with the Tenaga trail. 
It would be quite a bit shorter, I be
lieve than the present one. Many 
people land at Chelsea now, either to 
save 10c. on the railway fare, or in 
the hope of getting a seat on one of 
the sleighs, but the sleighs can only 
take a few. I believe this shorter 
trail would be greatly appreciated. 

(3) More detailed ~igns needed.
Signs should be more explicit. For 
instance, people who have been up 
and down Dunlop's for years are still 
wondering where the Sullrise and 
the Lake trail go to; they would 
gladly take them if they knew that 
by so doing they would avoid the 
sleigh ruts on Dunlop's, and their 
trip would be only a few minutes 
longer. The "up" signs should be 
marked "A fresh trail to Camp For
tune", and the "Down" signs "A 
speedier way to Dunlop's" in' the case 
of "Sunrise'' and "Scenic way to 
Dunlop's" for the "Lake trail".-The 
sign showing the way from the top 
of the dangerous Sea of Bumps on 
"George's" to the lower part of the 
Highland should be marked "This 
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way to avoid the bumps".-A sign is 
needed at the top of Bon Ami on Lit
tle Switzerland, explaining how this 
bumpy hill may be avoided by going 
ing to the right.-As many people 
now follow the Ridge Road through 
instead of branching off on the Cany
on at Kingsmere Heights, thus miss
ing completely the intersection into 
Little Switzerland, a way should be 
shown from the Ridge Road into 
Switzerland. 

A sign marked "Ye Old Canyon 
Trail" should be placed at the en
trance of the Ridge Road at Old 
Chelsea, as many people who go by 
the old map or by last year's Guide 
are confused by the change of name. 
This trail should always be known to 
skiers as the "Canyon Trail". Lastly, 
signs should be placed from some
where on the Highland trail, showing 
the way to Creely's hills so that peo
ple may become acquainted with 
that wonderful series of hills. 

(4) It should be possible to make 
the Dippers safer by rounding off the 
sharp curve at the bottom, by piling 
up stones covered with earth scraped 
off from the opposite knoll. Every 
year people with tender spines get 
hurt there. 

( 5) The Casse-Cou hill going east 
from the Cote du Nord, and con
necting with Dunlop's, which was 
started by George Brittain several 
years ago, should be finished with
out further delay. This would make 
a speedy and marvelous descent, over 
half a mile long, quite good enough 
for a down hill competition and safer 
than the Cote du Nord. 

(6) The Morning After Hill, n~ar 
the Slalom, could be lengthened by 
a good quarter mile and possibly 
much more, by clearing the brush 
from the point where' it intersects 
Little Switzerland, to the creek and 
beyond. There are several bad dips 
which could easily be filled in with 
the logs of the tumbled down shacks 
at the bottom of the hill. 

(7) Look for a new Championship 
Down Hill Course for the first Dom
inion Meet that will be held after 
the war. 

This should be enough to keep the 
Night Riders out of mischief for an
other year. 
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The Care of Skis 
When left in idleness, skis, 

like human beings, are apt to 
get into mischief or contract bad 
habits. Unless proper precau
tions are taken they may warp 
and lose their arch or bend. Not 
all skis misbehave in this man
ner but a good many do. It de
pends to a large extent on the 
wood they are made of, and the 
amount of seasoning which it 
has received. Maple is one of 
the worst offenders in this re
spect. The proximity of a hot 
furnace, a damp cellar are fatal. 
If one judges by the number of 
flat twisted skis that come ovt 
of the cellar or attic in early 
winter, it must be admitted that 
a good many of us neglect these 
good and faithful servants. 

By warping is meant twist
ing of the wood; the four cor
ners of the ski no longer touch 
the ground evenly. A warped 
ski is an awful nuisance. A 
skier on warped blades is like a 
lame duck; he cannot go straight 
nor turn properly. 

The arch, that is, the space 
that appears in the middle when 
the skis are placed together, 
bottom to bottom, is also very 
important. If there were no 
arch, the skis, under the weight 
of the skier, would bend upward 
at each end, and the pressure, 
instead of being distributed 
over the whole surface of the 
ski, would come mainly at the 
centre. A ski properly arched 
assumes a reasonably flat posi
tion when weighted and the 
pressure is thus equ•alized 
throughout the whole bearing 

surface. Too much arch is al
most as bad as no arch, as the 
ski rides only at the front or 
back ends, it catches on the 
snow at both ends, making turn
ing very difficult. The arch must 
be regulated in such a manner 
that the ·bottom of the skis, 
when the skier stands on them 
on a level floor, barely touch the 
floor all the way along, from'· 
the upturns to the back ends. 

Most skiers think they have 
done enough when they put a 
block of wood between the skis 
and tie a piece of string around 
the tail ends and under the 
points. This will preserve the 
bend, but it will not keep the 
skis from warping if they are 
inclined to warp, and if one ski 
warps, its mate will be pushed 
out of shape also. Some use a 
piece of 2 x 4, putting a ski on 
each side and a block under the 
centre of each blade. The idea 
is good, but it does not always 
work right because the piece of 
2 x 4 unless it is made of pro
per wood, may warp and push 
both skis out of shape. 

The Editor of the "Equipment 
note" in "The Ski Bulletin of 
Boston" makes the following 
suggestions which appears to be 
very good, and which we hope, 
will be adopted by the members 
of the Ottawa Ski Club. 

"Nothing destroys the value 
more quickly than warping or 
loss of bend, and, therefore, a 
number of systems have been 
devised to keep skis in shape 
in storage. Simple systems of 
blocks, clamps, and spreaders 
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give fairly good results but 
more exacting skiers have 
clamped their skis on two by 
four beams in order to insure 
that each ski is treated individ
ually and cannot affect the other. 

One of the best worked-out 
devices consists of a board or 
spine of redwood (a wood noted 
for its freedom from warping) 
three quarters of an inch thick 
and as ·wide and long as the 
largest skis. One ski is fastened 
to each side of the spine by 
means · of clamps at the tails 

and spatulas of the skis, while 
blocks in the center preserve the 
arch. Cables with threaded ad
justment go from the upper 
clamps to the tips to get the 
proper tension on the tips. If 
one ski is stiffer than the other, 
or if the skis have been impro
perly clamped on, the spine or 
center board will be bent. 
Loosening the top clamp and 
pressing on the whole assembly 
until the spine is straight will 
dbtain perfect alignment of the 
skis." 

Ottawa Ski Club News. 

--··--
:' .. Stay with your Skis 

. The majority of falls are due 
to the fact that we . do not stay 
with our skis. How can we ex
pect to stand up if we h~mg 
backward while our skis go for
ward? They run away from us, 
leaving us behind; in other 
words we fall backwards. This 
is a common fault not only with 
beginners but also with good 
skiers who unconsciously get in
to wrong habits. It is a long 
time from one winter to another, 
and we are apt to forget the old 
precept: "Knees for~vard, body 
forward, hands forward." 
Possibly the knees are not bent 
sufficiently, the body is not in 
line vdth the knees or the hands 
and poles are dragging behind. 
Bad habits creep on without our 
knowledge. If you find your
self falling backward oftener 
than you should, you may be 
sure that something is wrong 
with your position and you 
should hasten to rectify it be
fore you become a confirmed "sit 

downer". 
Hanging backward is not goc

ing to check our speed. It will 
increase it, if anything. There 
is only one way to check the 
speed---'by ·stemming. Staying 
with one's skis require courage 
and determination, without 
which one always remains a 
poor skier. Courage is nothing 
but intelligence; a sitting down 
fall is bad because it denotes a 
lack of intelligence, a lack of 
courage on the part of the skier. 
He refuses to face the issue; he 
shrinks before what he imagines 
is danger, whereas the danger 
is in staying behind. He sur
renders, and every surrender 
robs us of confidence in our
selves and leaves us weaker and 
ready for further concessions, 
that is, more and more falls 
backwards. It would not per
haps be so bad if a sitting down 
fall was a harmless sort of fall, 
but it is not; it is often a danger
ous fall. The end of the spine 
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is a particularly weak part of 
our anatomy, and he who sits 
down once too often may have 
to stand or lie down for weeks. 

Why do we fall backward? 
Simply because we are unwill
ing to follow our skis or because 
we feel that we cannot control 
them, but we will never be able 
to control them unless we stay 
with them. A good skier leans 
ahead of his. skis-knees for
ward, body forward, in line with 
the knees, hands forward-and 
in that perfect position of bal
ance and poise, he is ready for 
any swing or turn that the trail 
may call for. He appears to 
say to his skis: 'Go as fast as you 
like, you devils, I Will go faster 
still". A half hearted skier, lean
ing backward instinctively be-

. cause he is afraid, because he 
does not understand the situa
tion! loses his center of gravity; 
he IS helpless, unable to swing 
with the trail ; his skis shoot 
ahead of him and he sprawls on 
his back. 

Putting the brakes on by 
stemming-either the one stem 

or the double stem-at the start 
of a hill to reduce the speed is 
not cowardice; it is good dis
cretion. To start at full speed 
and let go half way down the 
slope by sitting down is show
ing more valor than discretion. 

Stay with your skis if you 
want to exercise due control 
over them. Bend your knees 
forward - don't forget the 
knees, that is the most essential 
part; keep your body in line 
with the knees, just as though 
you wanted to get ahead of your 
skis, to go faster than they do. 
Don't let your hands and poles 
drag behind you ; bring them 
forward also. Everything for
ward, in line with or ahead of 
the skis-knees, body, hands. 
Practise that position on level 
ground or on a small slope until 
you are sure you have it and 
you won't fall -backward any 
more, and will derive a great 
deal more enjoyment out of your 
skiing. 

. Ottawa Ski Club News, Jan. 
15, 1939. 
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The Bump - Public Enemy No. 1 
The bump, its wickedness, 

ubiquity and control, were the 
object of a lively discussion at 
a recent meeting of The Ottawa 
Ski Club Executive, and Vice
President Herbert Marshall who 
appeared to have had the worst 
of an encounter with the species 
at the foot of the Highland 
Fling, waxed particularly elo
quent on the subject. The origin 
of bumps-the "thank you 
ma'am" of the old sleigh driver 
in Ontario-is still shrouded in 
mystery, 'but their effects are 
only too well known, and the 
utter inadequacy of all fineness 
of "technique" and "balance'' to 
cope with this reaction of nature 
was freeiy admitted. Old man 
Joe of the Mountain who is re
sponsilble for most of our steep 
trails and whose advice is al
ways sought in times of crisis 
and is highly valued, handled 
the problem in his usual thor
ough and lucid manner. "Don't 
blame me", he said, "I made the 
hills, but you made the bumps, 
and it is the bumps that throw 
you, not the hill. A slope is very 
much like a rapid in· a river, no 
matter how swift the current is, 
a canoeist seldom if ever meets 
with grief in the rapid itself but 
in the 'bar' or backwash at the 
bottom. It is the bar that gets 
him. In the same way, few ski
ers, unless they are absolute no
vices, will fall on the slope of a 
hill, no matter how steep the 
slope may be; it is the bumpy 
bottom that catches most of 
them. How these bumps origin
ate, I can't tell you; it would 
seem that they are formed by 

the uneven pressure of the ski 
on the snow. Once a bump is 
formed, it keeps on g,rowing, 
every skier passing, whether he 
stands or falls, digs a little more 
snow in front of the bump . and 
a little more behind it, until the 
thing gets so high and so hard 
that it constitutes a real peril 
and skis and limbs are in jeo
pardy. Do away with the 
bumps, level them out as they 
are formed and the hill will take 
care of itself". And so there 
you are, we don't know much 
more about the origin of bumps 
than we did in the first place 
but we know they are bad and 
should be cut out. The use of 
a snowmobile mounted on skis 
and caterpillar wheels and drag
ging a heavy harrow was sug
gested, to refresh the trails 
every week and do a way with 
the bump nuisance; a good team 
of huskies hitched to a harrow 
was another suggestion. These 
suggestions were duly recorded 
in the minutes for future refer
ence, but in the meantime the 
Executive decided to make an 
attempt at solving the problem 
by the time honoured method of 
rake and shovel. It was admit
ted that the Night Riders alone 
cannot handle it; the nights are 
too short; the most that can be 
asked of them is to look after 
the Canyon, the Cote du Nord, 
Bonnie Brae, the Slalom Hill 
and the Jumping Hill. A couple 
of men will be sent during the 
week to smooth out the remain
der of the trails and restore the 
virgin snow surface. The help 
of all members is also requested~ 
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Bumps are now outlawed, and 
may be destroyed on sight. 
Members meeting with bumps 
anywhere are requested to re
port the same to the Executive; 
those falling and making holes 
should cross-check these holes 
and fill them, as a hole is often 
the starting point of a wicked 

bump.-The disappearance of 
the bumps may cause a heart 
pang to some ski-riders who 
liked the thrill of going over 
them-the bumpety-bump ride 
---\but their presence causes too 
many other pangs. They must 
go. 

Ottawa Ski Club News. 

-~··---

Old 
A Talk 
Man of 

"I see the Ottawa Ski Club is 
accumulating a lot of money", 
said to me the other day the Old 
Man of the Mountain. "You are 
spending next to nothing on 
competitions, nothing on lodges, 
and I suppose ,you will have 
quite a little pile at the bank or 
in Victory Bonds when this war 
is over. What are you going 
to do with it?" 

"Oh, I suppose most of it will 
be spent on building new lodges 
and improving the old ones, Joe. 
We may decide to branch out 
too, open new snow grounds 
further afield. 

"Exactly, that's just what I 
thought. You will have a new 
lodge at the foot of the Sialom 
hill I suppose for people to run 
into, dirty the floor and come 
out again, and one at the foot 
of the jump for Sigurd to come 
in and have a cup of coffee when 
watching his beloved hill, and 
another one for the Night Rid
ers, so that they may have more 
tables for playing cards at 
night. And of course you will 
want to enlarge Camp Fortune 
Lodge and put in a lot of fire 

with the 
the Mountain 
places. And then there is the 
Dome Hill Lodge. Now th,at 
you have reduced the size of it · 
you want to build a couple of 
annexes to it. It is a good thing 
to have plenty of sheiters to 
keep out of the sun, and to make 
them big enough so that they 
can be made smaller when the 
membership drops." 

"You ain't being satirical, are 
you Joe?" 

"Satirical nothing. I am as 
serious as a goat. Now look, let 
us get down to brass tacks. In 
your estimation, what comes 
first as an attraction to mem
bers? Lodges or snow? Would 
you say that lodges are 90 per 
cent and snow ten per cent of 
the attraction, or the reverse? 

"I don't get you at all Joe; of 
course snow comes first. That 
is elementary. Without snow 
there is no use having shelters 
of any kind. But God sends 
the snow, the devil sends the 
crust and the rain, the skiers 
pack the trails and the hills. 
What can you do? We have no 
control over those conditions. 
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"We have and we have not. 
We can't pull snow out of the 
heaven of course but we can do 
a lot to keep it in good condition 
when it is ~own. NDw suppose 
you could guarantee ideal snow 
conditions every week-end of 
the season; suppose every mem
ber of your club could have the 
positive as·.surance that he would 
be able to ski at all times ; in 
other words supposing that your 
trails and hills could be refresh
ed, covered with new snow 
every week-end, what would 
that be worth to your club?" 

"I dare say it would be worth 
a thousand more members Joe, 
but it would take five hundred 
men at $4 a day each to do the 
work you suggest. 

"No it would not. Three or 
four light snow-mobile tractors 
equipped with harrows and 

lister plows would do it in a 
couple of days. They are doing 
it now in some parts of the 
United States. The tractors 
pass over the hills and trails, 
loosen the snow that has been 
made hard by the skiers, re
move the bumps, cut out the 
crust, cover it with fresh snow 
taken from the side, in fact pro
vide ideal snow conditions the 
whole winter. Suppose it costs 
you $100 a week, what of it? 
Counting fifteen weeks of skiing 
that would be only $1o00. A 
thousand more members-and 
you would get them easily
would far more than pay for it. 
You would have money left to 
improve your lodges. 

"Get me the tractors, Joe, and 
if they work as you say, I'll 
guarantee to keep the trails in 
shape." 

---··---
Our Hills and Other Hills 

The little city of Sherbrooke 
in the Eastern Townships of the 
Province of · Quebec has long 
boasted of hlJ.Ving the "highest 
peak this side of the RocK:1es" 
in Mount Orford, under the 
shadow of which it lies. Mount 
Orford, according to the same 
authority, is 2900 feet high. On 
the other hand, our friends of 
the Laurentian Ski Zone now 
claim a height of over 3,000 feet 
for Mont Tremblant, ninety 
miles north of the ·Metropolis, 
and reports of still higher 
mountains in the Gatineau Dis
trict, north of the Capital, have 
been brought from time to time, 
mostly by paddlers, though, who 

are unreliable people. Wishing 
to know exact1y where we stand 
in comparison with the rest and 
how high we really are, we went 
for information to our friend 
Fred Lambart, of Mount Logan , 
fame, who obligingly compiled 
the following data: 

"One of tl~e highest points in 
the district which may be called 
the Federal district, within a 
25-mile radius from Ottawa, is 
the hump of feldspar at the back 
of the old McCloskey's house, 
(now Hambleton's) half a mile 
north of the Western lodge; the 
elevation there is 1,300 feet. 
Other elevations of 1,300 feet 
and possibly, 1,400 feet are 
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found in the range on the West 
side of Harrington Lake, about 
2% miles from Col. Pat. Ed
ward's residence. King's Mount 
near Kingsmere is only 1,129 
fe.et while the highest point of 
the Cote duNord, the beginning 
of our Downhill Course, back of 
President Mortureux's Camp, is 
probably near 1,200 feet high. 

"Taking a grand sweep of the 
Gatineau Valley, the highest 
point is Mt. Sir Wilfrid, which is 
located about 8 miles north of 
the village of Mont Laurier, and 
has an elevation of about 2,600 
feet. Devil's Mountain, situated 
on the high watershed, on the 
east side of Thirty-one-mile 
Lake has an elevation of 1,686 
feet. Half way between Lake 
-Pemichangan and Lac Poisson 
Blanc there is a high point 
known as Daley, with an eleva
tion of 1,377 feet. 

"Coming now to the Lauren
tian Zone, the practice grounds 
of our Montreal friends, the 
most conspicuous object there is 
Mount Tremblant, just north of 
St. Jovite, which has 'four sum
mits with the following eleva-. 
tions: 3,400, 3,200, 3,100 and 
2,750 feet. Shawbridge, Val 
Morin, Ste Agathe, show heights 
of 1,500 to 1,700 feet. 

"On the other hand, Gaspe 
has a great table top range 
known as Mont Jacques Cartier 
with an elevation bf 14,·300 feet. 
This . is regarded the highest 
country on the south side of the 
St. Lawrence River. On the 
north side there are believed to 

be mountains in Labrador 
reaching 6,000 feet in elevation 
along the coast and also on the 
watershed in the interior. 

"Along the St. Lawrence 
River, from the mouth of the 
Saguenay River to Quebec City 
there are elevatwns of 2,500 to 
3,000 feet. "Le mont St. Anne," 
just north of Ste. Anne de Beau
pre is, I understand, 2,605 feet. 
'l ·nis same high feature also ob
tains in the interior between the 
St. Lawrence valley and the 
valley of the Lake St John and 
Sagnenay Rivers, probably here 
reaching maximu"Yl heights of 
4,000 feet." 

An authority has spoken, and 
the palm is conceded to the La
brador Ski Zone. Will the man
ager of the Gatineau Bus Com
pany please note and organize 
an excursion there this winter? 

There is another feature, how
ever, which is worth noting: 
Here in Ottawa' we are almost 
at se~ leV'el, the ~otal difference 
between the level of the Ottawa 
River and the level of the ocean, 
on which all calculations are 
based, being only one hundred 
and thirty feet, whereas the level 
of the country around many 
hills norul. ·bf Montreal is much 
higher . . We! climb almost as 
much theref()re to get to the top 
of our hills, small ·as they are, 
as ou:r; friends of the Laurentian 
Zone do to reach the top of 
theirs, and we · havei almost as 
much sliding down. 

Ottawa Ski Club N ews. 
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all stemm1:ng /rom oar 

8ports 8hops 

Ready to go at the drop of a snow
flake .. , you will admire the easy to 
wear clothes we show . . . functional 
as flying suits, workmanlike and dur
able and fashionable withal .. , you 
will approve the ski equipment. core
fully selected for long lasting satis
faction. 

Ski jackets and slacks from our 
Sports Centre include Grenfell, 
Fairway, StormTwill and Goti
neou Gabardine. Our access
ories ore colourful and pract
ical. 

~hariPs Oqilvy 
- Limited_ 

SPORTS SHOP - DOWNSTAIRS 

SPORTS CENTRE - SECOND FLOOR 

Canada" s better known ski 
manufacturers ore repre
sented in our Sports Shop 
by 

Andreef Commando ... .. $22.9Fi 
Andreef Blue Autograph $16.95 
Andreef Technic ... . .. $13.95 
C.C.M. Super .. ... ..... ... $18.50 
C.C.M. Flyte ................. $15.00 

De Luxe Coble Ski Bindings 
Ski Boots and Poles 
Men's Parkas and Slacks 



Meet the Woods 

wHEN YOU SEE HIM ON FINE 
WORK CLOTHING OR SPORTING GAR
MENTS, IT MEANS THAT THEY ARE 
THE BEST IN STYLE, WORKMANSHIP 
AND MATERIAL, - HE STANDS FOR 
GUARANTEED QUALITY. 

(J3 ECAUSE WE ARE ENGAGED IN 
WAR WORK, ROUGH RIDER BRAND 
CLOTHING IS RATIONED FOR THE 
DURATION- BUT HE'LL BE BACK AFTER 
IT'S ALL OVER. 

WOODS MANUFACTURING 
CO., LIMITED 

MANUFACTURERS OF THE FAMOUS 
WOODS SLEEPING ROBES AND DOWN JACKETS 

OTTAWA, ONT. u.~~A. OGDENSBURG, N.Y. 


