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After a roller coaster of a search campaign, the Board is 
delighted to formally announce that Sara McHattie is Club 
Manager for the 2001 season.   
 
We are thrilled to have a Manager who grew up in Chelsea and 
has been a club member for many years.  Many of our members 
have very fond memories of her from the years she managed our 
swimming and sailing instruction programs in 1994 and 1995. In 
addition, Sara is fluently bilingual, which will help enormously in 
ensuring that all our club members are well served. We are 
extremely fortunate that Sara was available and agreed to take 
on this responsibility.   
 

Thank-you and welcome Sara!   
 

Announcing our New Club Manager! 
 

Our Smashing Website is at: 
www.gryc.ca 

 

 



The Commodore’s Hoist  
Neil Berman 
 
Welcome to another great season of 
sun, food, wind, water, beverages 
and more food (did someone 
mention sailing?). I thank the Past-
Commodore Dave Maitland for his 
dedicated service to the club.  New 
to the board this year are Sarah 
Hurman (Communications), Richard 
Yeo (Fleet Captain), Jane Foyle 
(Secretary), who join the old growths 
– Alison Woodley (Treasurer), Dave 
Maitland (Past-Commodore) and 
Susan Brown (Vice-Commodore).  
Katherine Fletcher (Website) and 
Caryl Green (Volunteer Coordinator) 
serve ex-officio.  Recently, we have 
been very fortunate (and VERY 
relieved) to welcome Janet 
Longmore to the Board as Rear-
Commodore.  This brings me to the 
main message of this piece: 
Volunteer!Volunteer!   We all have multiple 
demands on our time from family, 
careers, schools, daycare, loan 
sharks, stock market etc.  For many, 
multiple recreational interests mean 
that the club is one part of our leisure 
time, rather than the prime focus. 
The club therefore experiences, as 
do our sister yacht clubs around the 
region and continent, increased 
difficulty operating through voluntary 
service.  The Volunteer Coordinator 
position was recently created to 
make it as easy as possible for 
members to know what jobs need to 
be done to keep our jewel of an 
Island and club in serviceable shape.  
Look for job lists to be posted on the 
notice board, COMPLAIN NOT 
about items in disrepair or service 
disruptions, but ASK what you can 

do to make it right!  The less 
proactive members are, the higher 
the load is on those who repeatedly 
volunteer and do more than their fair 
share.  We cannot continue to rely 
on these over-achievers – they are 
going to wise-up and/or burn-out.  
So, I look forward to droves of 
proactive volunteers sharing the 
responsibility for ensuring our jewel 
looks and operates its best.  We all 
benefit by sharing the load.   
 
I want to add a welcome to Sarah 
McHattie as Club Manager for the 
2001 season.  Sarah is long-time 
member of the club, a graduate of 
and leader in the Youth Program, 
and served as manager at the tender 
age of 19 some years ago.  Armed 
with the toughening experience of 
leaping out of helicopters in the 
Yukon, braving rabid lemurs and 
parasites in Madagascar, and the 
temptations of Edinburgh’s pubs, 
Sarah is responsible for the day-to-
day operations of the club.  She will 
be a good source for finding out what 
tasks need to be done.   
 
We were fortunate to be able to offer 
new memberships to several 
applicants this season, so there is a 
bumper crop of new faces and 
sailors to enrich the club experience. 
There is no need for prior experience 
to volunteer as a chain-saw jockey, 
race officiator or Board member 
(Remember that vacancy- Rear 
Commodore!).   See you on the 
Island and the Ice-Breaker BBQ (The 
official welcome of new-members to 
the club).  Our waiting list continues 
to grow – we were only able to offer 
new memberships to local residents 
with (seaworthy!) sailboats – as we 



keep bumping up against our limit of 
250 adult members.  Given 
Chelsea’s demographics, this 
situation is likely to remain for the 
foreseeable future.  
 
Neil Berman. 
PS: Just remember - you can never 
have too many boats. 
 

 
From the Fleet Captain 
Richard Yeo 
 
There have been many changes 
Board members this year including 
Neil Berman graciously taking on the 
position of Commodore.  This has 
given me the opportunity to follow in 
his foot steps (I’m still trying to catch 
him on the water).  I am looking 
forward to working with all sailors, 
keen, occasional and aspiring, to try 
to increase the level of participation 
in sailing at the club. 
 

New sailing members: Several 
new members with sailboats 
have joined this year.  They are 
invited and encouraged to join in 
the sailing activities planned for 
this season.  

 
Youth sailors:  Many keen and 
capable young sailors are 
emerging as a result of their 
participation in the summer youth 
programs.  They will be invited to 
participate in the Sunday races 
as well as the GRYC regatta 
which was well attended last 
year. 

 
Novice sailors and aspiring 
sailors: I will try to encourage 

informal sailing instruction by 
pairing interested novice sailors 
with experienced sailors who are 
interested in teaching the basics 
one on one or in small groups.  I 
will also be trying to encourage a 
revival of Club Night on 
Wednesdays as an evening of 
sailing and novice instruction 
followed by a BBQ and 
socializing. 

 
Revisions to racing calendar: After 
discussions with Neil and the Board, 
we have decided to reduce the 
number of official racing days by 
about 30% this season.  This is 
being done to encourage 
participation in more concentrated 
events and minimize cancellations 
due to low turn out.  Series have 
been reduced from three weeks (9 
races) to two weeks (6 races).  
Some Sundays and major holidays 
will not have any races to allow 
sailors the flexibility of participating in 
other activities.  Sunday races will 
now start at 1:00 pm sharp rather 
than 10:00 am in an attempt to 
attract late risers who may have 
been deterred by the thought of a 
late morning unintentional dip in the 
Gatineau River. 
 

Racing clinic: We will be running 
this clinic again this year on June 
10.  Everyone is welcome to 
come out for a review of the basic 
racing rules and maybe even 
learn a trick or two. 

 
Sailing crew:  I will be trying to 
recruit as many people as 
possible to join the sailing crew 
as part of the required two days 
of volunteer contribution to Club 



activities.  I will be putting out a 
call for able bodies in three areas 
requiring attention: 

 
1. Racing: For running the 

Sunday races and the GRYC 
regatta races and for 
operating the rescue boats 
during races.  (A big thank 
you to all our point duty 
volunteers and rescue boat 
volunteers who have kept 
Sunday racing going in past 
years.  We hope to see you 
back this year.) 
 

2. Maintenance: For regular 
maintenance and repair of the 
Club fleet. 

 
3. Learn-to-Sail: For sailors who 

are willing to help and to 
teach others how to rig boats 
and sail them on Club night as 
well as any other time the 
wind is blowing. 

 
New boats: Due to a very generous 
gift from the estate of P.M.O. Evans, 
a founding member of the GRYC 
who past away last fall, we will be 
able to purchase two Club 420 
sailboats to complement the existing 
420.   This will provide an 
opportunity for more advanced 
double-handed sailing instruction in 
the youth program as well as more 
exciting sailing in general.  We are 
first in line for two used Club 420s 
that will be available in September 
after a summer of use at the Ontario 
Sailing Association training school. 
Sandpiper fleet: The Sandpiper 
fleet looks like it will continue to be 
active with a few new skippers this 
year. 

 
I am hoping for a warm windy 
summer with rain only on weeknights 
after 10 pm.  By working together, I 
think that we increase the level and 
quality of sailing at the GRYC and 
have a lot of fun doing it. 
 

 
From the Youth 
Program 
Susan Brown 
 
Introducing the GRYC Youth 
Program Instructors of Summer 
2001: 
 
Ø Neil Rask - Program Manager, 

Sailing & Swimming Instructor 
Veteran GRYC instructor, this is 
Neil's 5th summer working at the 
GRYC. Starting at the camp at 
age 9, Neil has been sailing and 
swimming from the island for 12 
years. He is a CYA qualified 
green sailing instructor, Red 
Cross & Lifesaving Society 
swimming instructor, and a NLS 
Lifeguard. In the spring of 2000, 
Neil was qualified as a Boating 
Safety instructor for certifying the 
newly implemented Canadian 
Coast Guard "Pleasure Craft 
Operator Card". Neil again looks 
forward to another great summer 
with the kids and families of the 
Junior Program and the members 
of the GRYC.  

 
Ø Alison Hanvey - Sailing & 

Swimming Instructor 
Ali is looking forward to her 3rd 
summer teaching at the GRYC. 
Ali started coming to the summer 



program 11 years ago at the 
early age of 7, as a little 'Giggling 
Rascal' (now Junior Skipper), 
then progressed to take her 
levels of swimming and sailing. 
She is a CYA qualified green 
sailing instructor, Red Cross & 
Lifesaving Society swimming 
instructor, and a NLS Lifeguard.  

 
Ø Sacha Gravel - Junior Skippers & 

Swimming Instructor 
This summer will be Sacha's 2nd 
year on staff. She too learned to 
swim and sail here at the GRYC. 
Sacha was also a 'Giggling 
Rascal' (now Junior Skipper). 
Sacha looks forward to running 
the Junior Skipper program and 
has lots of fun goodies for this 
summer! Sacha is a qualified Red 
Cross & Lifesaving Society 
instructor as well as a NLS 
Lifeguard. This spring, Sacha 
attended a summer camp training 
program designed especially for 
working with the age group of the 
Junior Skippers... so watch out 
you little rascals?!  

 
Ø Nicholas Kim - Sailing Instructor 

& Assistant Swimming Instructor 
We are pleased to introduce 
Nicholas Kim of Ottawa to the 
GRYC staff this summer. He is a 
CYA qualified green instructor 
and NLS Lifeguard and has been 
working at BYC for the past two 
summers. Nicholas is a keen 
racer and will be striving to get 
more campers out to the races!  
 

Ø Matthew Pritchard - Sailing 
Instructor & Assistant Swimming 
Instructor 

Fresh off the instructor training 
wheel, we are excited to have 
new local blood on staff. Matthew 
has been working very hard this 
off-season to get all his many 
qualifications to work at the 
GRYC. Matthew is a CYA 
qualified green instructor and 
NLS Lifeguard. Matthew leaned 
to sail at the GRYC for many 
summers, and last summer 
attended the Silver Sail VI at 
BYC. When the "ice is stiff" 
Matthew instructs snowboarding 
at Camp Fortune. We are very 
pleased to have Matthew 'on 
board' for the summer 2001!  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From the “Old Fart” 
(AKA our Former 
Commodore, Dave 
Maitland) 
 
I’m told it is unusual for the 
Masthead to have a column from the 
Past Commodore, but having now 
reached certified ‘old fart’ status, I 
insist on pontificating for a moment 



about participation in the club. I know 
this is a recurring theme (and will 
likely continue to be…..) but please 
take a moment to reflect. I know 
everyone is busy, but the club 
calls………….YOU! 
It may not be readily apparent but 
the GRYC has a very busy core 
group that works away all year long 
for YOU. The Board meets monthly 
(sometimes more often) under the 
direction of the Commodore (Neil 
Berman).   
 
The Commodore (and Board) deals 
with many policy issues as well as 
plans activities, programme direction 
and improvements to the clubs’ 
facilities. The Commodore also 
represents the club in the community 
– often responding to queries, 
dealing with community issues, etc.   
The Vice Commodore (Susan 
Brown) and her supporting ‘Junior 
Committee’ work 12 months a year 
also, planning the programme, 
evaluating safety issues, hiring staff, 
arranging training, doing 
registrations (a mammoth job) and 
so on. This is no small potatoes.   
 
Our secretary (Jane Foyle) and 
treasurer (Alison Woodley) are 
constantly updating the membership 
lists (on a complicated database), 
preparing registration packages, 
corresponding, paying the never 
ending bills, keeping financial 
records and on and on. They devote 
countless hours of their time to the 
club.  
 
Our Fleet Captain (Richard Yeo) has 
already being involved in 
researching boats, arranging racing 
events and searching for the 

necessary personnel support.  
On that note, our volunteer  co 
odinator, Caryl Green, will likely soon 
be calling YOU to connect with the 
club’s activities. Do her a favour, 
don’t wait for her…..get on the line 
now. 
 
Finally, Sarah Hurman, our 
communications person, is working 
on this Masthead, our Web site (with 
Catherine Fletcher) and other 
measures to improve club’s services 
to YOU!   
 
Now I ask myself, why do these 
already very busy people do all this 
(for absolutely nothing, I might add)?  
They must be nuts. Well, they are 
and they aren’t.  It’s hokey, but I 
think they all got involved for the love 
of those little Islands and what goes 
on there.  It’s a paradise for us (and 
our families) to cherish, enjoy and be 
a part of. 
 
I know we all signed up for a token 
two days ‘volunteer labour’ and 
many people do this – and more. 
(You know who you are!)  But for 
those out there who are feeling guilty 
about their contribution (You also 
know who you are!), please get off 
your duff and get going – you and 
the club will be better for it.  Small 
reminder: The $50 dollar ‘in lieu of 2 
days’ was intended for members 
who found it impossible to contribute 
due to commitments– it was not 
intended as an opting out of 
participating! 
 
Thank you for your attention. Have a 
great summer at the GRYC. 

 



From the Secretary’s 
Desk 
Jane Foyle 
 
The GRYC Renewals period is 
complete. 
 
Given changes in by-laws 
concerning the definition of 'adult' 
and change in membership, I am 
pleased to announce that we have 
been able to offer 10 new 
family & adult memberships to the 
following: 
 
Catherine, Jerry and Cassandra 
Beauchamp 
Ian, Brennah and Duncan McKirdy 
and Jane Batten 
Vincent Nadon 
Doug, Lise, Genny and Zach 
Marshall 
Paul, Leo, Claire, Samuel Landry 
and Nancy Burn 
Maureen, Gary, Kaitlan and Connor 
Fehr 
Kate Stephanuk and Liam Fitzgerald 
Dwight, Jacob and Georgia Morley 

Jean Francois Coté and Genevieve 
Biron 
David, Gregory and Suzanne 
Newing and Janet Longmore 
 
All applicants with sailboats have 
been offered a membership this 
year.  The waiting list now comprises 
of applicants that do not currently 
own a sailboat.  Unfortunately for 
these applicants, the waiting has 
been frustrating.  Should anything 
change in the upcoming months, 
new memberships will be offered 
according to the GRYC bylaws' order 
of priority. 
 
We also have a returning retaining 
member, after 5 years of absence, 
Guillaume Godbout and new child 
and adult partner members: 
Laura Glowacki 
John and Alec Jenkins 
Michael Light 
 
Look forward to meeting you all on 
the island this summer! 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Schedule of Key Events 
 

Club Nights: every Wednesday from July 1st to August 29th, inclusive 
Ψ Come out for some sailing lessons from the veterans, and enjoy an 

inexpensive BBQ dinner on the deck!
   

JULY 
 
Tuesday, July 3rd: Junior Program Begins 
 ; Session 1  (2 weeks, July 3-13) 
 
Sunday, July 8th:  Doldrums Series 1-3 

Ψ The Olympic Ski Shop Trophy,  
Ψ The Parkinson ,  
Ψ The Diana Pethicks Roziepantz Cup,  
Ψ The Henning. 

 
Monday, July 16th: Junior Program 
 ; Session 2  (2 weeks, July 16-27) 
 
Saturday, July 21st: The Ladies Cruise (aka Pink Sail)    
 ® Women members get together for a day of sailing. 

 
Sunday, July 29th: Morisset Cup 1-3 

Ψ Single-handed races in boats that normally require a crew. 
 
Monday, July 30th: Junior Program 
 ; Session 3  (2 weeks, July 30-August 10 

 
AUGUST 
 
GRYC Invitational Regatta – Open to all sailors (including non-members)   

Ψ Friday, August 3rd:  Registration (5-7pm) 
Ψ Saturday, August  4th: GRYC Regatta Day 1– Dinner for racers and non-

racers. (Dinner tickets usually about $5)  Classes: Laser (senior and junior 
fleet), Handicap Juniors, Albacore, Handicap Open. Y-Flyer 

Ψ Sunday, August 5th: GRYC Regatta Day 2 – Finals. Awards ceremony on 
the deck. 

 
Saturday, August 11th: Moonlight Madness 



Ψ Erskine Trophy: Take advantage of a quarter moon for a fun race after 
sunset. 

 
Monday, August 13th: Junior Program 
 ; Session 4  (2 weeks, August 13-24)) 
 
Saturday, August 18th: To Be Determined:    
 ® CONCERT/RAVE/PARTY  
 
Sunday, August 19th: Mid-Summer Series 1-3 

Ψ The Olympic Ski Shop Trophy,  
Ψ The Strutt Trophy,  
Ψ The Sealy Trophy,  
Ψ The Silver Jubilee Trophy 

 
Sunday, August 26th: Super Sunday of racing at GRYC 

 
-Mid-Summer Series 4-6, the series finals 
-Jackson Series 1-3, Jackson Trophy for Junior race series (traditionally using 
Prams 
-Fleet Captains Choice (later that day): Decidedly different race format set by 
the Fleet Captain. 
 

SEPTEMBER 
 
Monday, September 3rd: Sail-A-Rama 
 ® Labour Day is the GRYC’s annual Birthday Fest. A fun day with activities 

and goodies for all. 
 
Sunday, September 9th:  

Ψ Frostbite Series 1-3: O'Keefe and Wilde Trophies 
Ψ The Medland Shield: For novice sailing members. (People who have 

never won a sailing competition, award or trophy at the GRYC) 
                                              
Sunday, September 23rd  

Ψ Frostbite Series 4-6: Commodores Cup -  awarded to the sailor who has 
achieved the best results for the last three races of the Frostbite and/or 
has no other award. 

 
Saturday, September 29th:  
 ® The Awards Banquet: The final social event - great food and dancing. 

Tickets sold in advance 
 



OCTOBER 
                                                 
Saturday, October 6th:  

Ψ Fall Colours Cruise/Paddle: Traditionally a beautiful fall day on the 
Gatineau River. 

 
 

Volunteering – The Club Needs You! 
 
We have some very pressing this summer – carpenters, builders and anyone 
else who can wield a hammer or a saw, preferably both.  You’ve already noticed 
the work that’s been completed on strengthening the supports under the 
clubhouse and the new front entrance.  But, there’s more to come, including work 
to enhance the deck.  

 
If you can help, please contact our new Club Manager,  

Sara McHattie at 827-2122. 
  
  
 
 
 
 


