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Gatineau Valley Historical Society 
Minutes of the  

2019 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
Monday, February 18, 2019, 7:30 p.m. – Chelsea Library 

 

1. WELCOME AND CALL TO ORDER  
President Marc Cockburn introduced himself and welcomed everyone to the 2019 Annual General 
Meeting of the Gatineau Valley Historical Society. Marc also welcomed Caryl Green who attends 
many of our AGMs and presentations and thanked our host, the Chelsea Library and staff, Amélie 
and Sam, for helping us set up. At this point, Marc called the AGM to order and directed everyone 
to his slide presentation which began with the meeting’s Agenda on the first slide.  
  

2. MINUTES OF THE 2018 AGM 
Marc indicated that the slides of the 2018 AGM Minutes were also available on the GVHS website 
hoping everyone had had a chance to read them and asked if there were any questions. One 
member asked if there were any resolutions at last year’s AGM, to which Marc replied that there 
were none. There being no further questions, Marc requested someone propose a motion that 
the 2018 AGM Minutes be adopted/approved.  
 
Motioned by Rene Nielsen; seconded by David Yuill. No one opposed. Motion carried. 
 

3.  PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
Marc Cockburn began by saying the main purpose of the night was to highlight the society’s ever-
growing collections and invited everyone to check out our website for our activities and 
documents related to the evening’s AGM recently posted, which would also be featured as part of 
our June newsletter. Marc continued by thanking all of the volunteers that help out, including the 
hard-working and devoted board of directors: Suzanne Gibeault (Secretary), Shirley Brown 
(Treasurer), Louise Schwartz (Publications), Erik Rask (Webmaster), Linda Bardell (Archives), John 
Udvarhelyi (mainly cemeteries, etc.), and Frances Curry (Archives and library). He also thanked 
Margaret Phillips, a member of the board for the past year, who helped strengthen our ties to the 
Cantley 1889 group with historical continuity.  
 
Events: Marc reported that the Society put on seven well-attended events in the past year, on a 
broad range of topics including the popular fundraising river cruise aboard the Chrysalis paddle 
wheeler, thanks to the Hopkins family. This fundraising event replaced the historical society’s 
annual auction and it is unknown if the auction would occur in future mainly due to dwindling 
resources.  
Outreach: Over 2018, the Society’s outreach efforts focused mainly on assisting the wider 
community in making known the history of the Gatineau Valley, including one project with Ken 
Bouchard of the Wakefield Trails by providing some funds and archival material towards a series 
of eight interpretive panels for the new river boardwalk in Wakefield. The content displays were 
curated by long-time, honorary GVHS member, Anita Rutledge, who passed away in August and 
who, Marc noted, was remembered for her extensive knowledge of local history and collaborative 
spirit that inspired many other members. The Wakefield boardwalk panels were translated into 
three languages of which the Algonquin language was done by the Centre in Maniwaki. The GVHS 
continues to work with Chelsea Trails to add more interpretive signs along the trails, which in 
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2018, included the addition of three more signs at Farm Point. Marc recognized Louise Schwartz 
for leading this project and for her continued work on creating a historical display at the train 
station site of the community trail at Mill Road. This project would be ongoing in 2019. Marc 
invited those present to check out the website of the Chelsea winter trails’ map and interest 
points created by Erik Rask, our webmaster. The Society was also involved with the National Arts 
Centre in mounting a display of Gatineau Valley images to help illustrate the staging of a play 
based on Brian Doyle’s ‘Up to Low’ last May at the NAC. The playwright, Janet Irwin, along with 
some of the play’s local talent, would be featured at a talk planned for October in Wakefield.  
Facebook page: The Society’s Facebook page continues to grow in popularity; and we have noted 
that a lot of our content is starting to show up on other local historical group sites and Facebook 
pages. Marc thanked Shirley, Louise and Suzanne for keeping the page current as new content 
becomes available.  
Website – Stats, archives & holdings: Marc then moved on to discuss some of our website stats 
with a slide indicating how our Image Bank is most popular (85,000 views per year) followed by 
the Lowdown articles (43,000 views) we developed in collaboration with the newspaper; our 
Research Centre (23,000 views) which includes the Pat Evans archives, the Wright papers and 
maps – all of which were a massive effort to make available. Of the website’s pdf downloads, the 
most popular were the Ottawa Ski Club Newsletters collection with over 94,000 downloads. Marc 
also indicated the geographic interest of countries visiting our site with mostly Canadian visits 
(157,000), followed by the U.S. (78,000), and Russia (14,000). In 2019, a priority will be to make 
the archives material of over 200 donated collections more discoverable of which the huge Pat 
Evans fonds created by Pat himself will be included. It was planned to create a searchable 
database of the files with uniform, detailed descriptions, as well as measures to make the 
collections more accessible. Marc expressed a big thanks to Frances Curry for taking on this 
initiative and for getting our library organized since she joined the board. Linda Bardell reported 
that the GVHS had received about 20 formal enquiries for research and handled another 30 
enquiries for general information as well. 
Cemeteries: Marc reported that 2018 saw $20K in improvements and renovations in the Pioneer 
Cemetery including fencing on the east and south sides of the cemetery, removal of trees, brush, 
and poison ivy, and grading of the driveway. The rebuilding of the two entry pillars was planned 
for the spring at a cost of $6-$7K which would see the GVHS achieve its goal of using the $25K 
bequeath left by Carol Martin for this purpose. Subsequently, the plan is to finalize the transfer of 
the cemetery to the Municipality of Chelsea and develop a maintenance and long-term 
preservation plan with the Public Works department. Marc conveyed a special thanks to former 
board member, André Renaud for leading this initiative along with Ernie Tardiff, John Pomeroy, 
Jeff Mullen, Erik Rask, John Udvarhelyi and Dan Paré, as well as a special word of thanks to 
Marilyn Liddiard and Richard Hofer who, over the years, continued to provide care for the 
gardens and site. 
  
Marc concluded his President’s report by saying the Society is always ready to welcome any new 
volunteers willing to help out in any way.  
 

4. FINANCIAL REPORT 
Marc continued, on behalf of Treasurer, Shirley Brown, to present the 2018 financial statement as 
at December 31st, 2018. He reported the deficit of $17,254 mainly due to construction and 
renovation costs at the Pioneer Cemetery that totalled $18,524 and for which we had received a 
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$25K bequest from Carol Martin the year before. Marc noted that our assets totalled $87K which 
posed opportunities for new projects. While he felt that keeping a reserve of about $40K, Marc 
asked that members with new project ideas should let the board know. Marc then asked those 
present if there were any questions on the financial report. There being none, Marc invited our 
Publications director, Louise Schwartz, to give her report.  
 

  PUBLICATIONS REPORT  
Louise Schwartz indicated her Publications report was available online and provided an overview 
beginning with the good news of having released Volume 44 in 2018 and, that Volume 45 was 
almost ready ‘to be put to bed’. She indicated how the Up the Gatineau! volumes are the GVHS’ 
flagship publication with 45 years of publishing local history stories; and expressed amazement at 
the number of contributors and the variety of topics brought to us. Louise reported how sales are 
mostly through direct sales and through about a dozen local retailers in Kazabazua, Poltimore, 
Cantley, Wakefield, and Chelsea, as well as book tables at GVHS talks, our annual dinner and local 
events, including the Vorlage and QUAIL craft fairs. All society members receive complimentary 
copies as part of their membership and the Society also donates copies to local libraries.  Louise 
reported a bit of disappointing news with about a $1,000 decrease in revenues from 2017 to 
2018. She indicated this was mostly a result of decreased direct sales even though sales through 
our retailers had increased. Louise happily reported that it is not a decreased interest in new 
released volumes, as sales are consistent year over year. She indicated that the sales of complete 
sets sold at fairs and events for $150 however was down and part of the reason for the decrease. 
Louise noted lower turnouts at some of the events themselves, where we generally sell a lot of 
our other publications. The final contributing factor she felt was that the GVHS had not released 
any new publications (other than the UTG!) which tends to bump up our sales figures. Louise 
concluded her report by thanking the huge devoted team she works with, as well as all members 
who, through their membership fees, help to continue our publishing efforts. With that, she 
thanked everyone for another good year! 
 

5. NOMINATIONS REPORT/ELECTIONS 
Marc next introduced Frances Curry to present the Nominating Committee report.  
 
Frances indicated that the Nominating Committee was composed of three board members not up 
for election who were herself, Linda Bardell and John Udvarhelyi. There are 10 board positions of 
which five were up for election this year for a two-year term. Nominations were: Marc Cockburn 
(President), Suzanne Gibeault (Vice-President), Shirley Brown (Treasurer), Virginia Jakutavicius 
(Secretary) and Louise Schwartz (Director). Frances indicated that the four board members 
carrying on for a second year of a two-year term are: John Udvarhelyi, Erik Rask, Linda Bardell and 
herself. She indicated that Margaret Phillips would be retiring after one year on the board and 
that the non-elected position of past president was currently vacant.  
 
Frances then invited all those had accepted nominations to please stand and remain standing. She 
then asked for any nominations from the floor. There being no other nominations, Frances moved 
that the nominations be closed, and that the membership accept the proposal of the 2019 
Nominating Committee to elect the members who were standing. At this point, Frances 
requested someone to second the motion. This call was responded to by Hugh Dale Harris who 
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seconded the motion. Frances then thanked everyone for their participation and congratulated 
the elected board members. 
 

6. AGM ADJOURNMENT 
Before adjourning the 2019 AGM, Marc Cockburn asked those present if there were any 
questions, comments or suggestions to consider in the coming year. Marc concluded by saying 
how it gratifying it is to serve on the GVHS board; how pleased we are to see the audiences 
coming out; and the outreach assistance we are asked to provide. Marc thanked everyone for 
coming out and proceeded with a preview of some upcoming events.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:57 p.m. 
 

  
 
Minutes submitted by: Suzanne Gibeault 
 
 
 
Approved by: ______________________________ 

 
 


