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Gatineau Valley Historical Society 
Minutes of the  

2018 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
Monday, February 19, 2018, 7:30 p.m. – Chelsea Library 

 

1. WELCOME AND CALL TO ORDER  
President Marc Cockburn welcomed everyone to the 2018 Annual General Meeting of the 
Gatineau Valley Historical Society, including all Board members in attendance. Before calling the 
meeting to order, he also thanked Mayor Caryl Green and Councillor Greg McGuire for their 
presence.  
  

2. MINUTES OF THE 2017 AGM 
Copies of the minutes of the 2017 AGM were provided and Marc indicated that the minutes were 
also available on our website. At this point, he invited everyone present to review the minutes 
and asked if there were any questions/comments or concerns. There being none, Marc requested 
someone propose a motion that the 2017 AGM minutes be adopted/approved.  
 
Motioned by Rene Nielsen; seconded by Bob McClelland. No one opposed. Motion carried. 
 

3.  PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
Marc Cockburn indicated that the main purpose of the AGM was to highlight the Society’s 
significant accomplishments and activities over the year and indicated that an update would 
follow the meeting to present some of the Society’s collections, resources and products.  He also 
invited everyone to visit the GVHS website that lists all our activities as well as various reports and 
documents. Marc thanked hard-working Board members – Suzanne Gibeault (Secretary), Shirley 
Brown (Treasurer and Newsletter editor), Louise Schwartz (Publications), Erik Rask (Website and 
Internet coordinator), and Linda Bardell (Archives) for their dedication to the Society over the 
year. At this point, he announced the departure of Vice-President Bob McClelland and Director 
André Renaud who were stepping down and whose presence and wise advice on the Board had 
been invaluable to the GVHS over the years in many areas. Marc also thanked all the many 
volunteers who help out at events and activities and looked forward to their continued 
participation in the coming year. 
 
Marc continued with how the Society had put on eight well-attended and interesting program 
events over the 2017 year with a broad range of topics. He indicated how later in the evening we 
would update everyone on what was planned for the spring program and how it was going to be 
difficult to choose from the many options available to us for our fall program.  
 
Marc listed some of the highlights of the GVHS in the past year, whose role is to assist the wider 
community to make known the history and heritage of the Gatineau Valley. These highlights 
included our partnership with the Low Down as part of the Canada 150 celebrations to publish a 
bi-weekly series of one-page spreads using stories and images from our collections. All articles 
were featured on our website. We were also pleased to assist the Fairbairn House Heritage 
Centre to produce their very successful exhibition on ‘Notable Women in the Gatineau Hills’ 
celebrating the lives of ten local, remarkable women of the Gatineau’s. The exhibition was 
currently on tour locally.  Marc reported on our ongoing collaboration with the Chelsea Trails 
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group to add new interpretation panels on the winter trails system and the addition of more signs 
on the south end of the trail documenting Chelsea’s rail history. He expressed thanks to Louise 
Schwartz for leading this project. Also in recognition of Canada 150 celebrations, the GVHS had 
presented Mayor Caryl Green with an 1898 framed reproduction of a watercolour by artist Francis 
Fitz Roy Dixon depicting Old Chelsea village during that era. The artist had maintained a summer 
residence in the area when the watercolour was painted. He acknowledged with thanks the 
reproduction rights given to the Society by Jon and Lyne Dellandrea of Toronto.  
 
Marc indicated that our Facebook presence continues to grow and indicates how our social media 
and online presence reach extends outside the region, across the country and including visitors 
from the United States who are discovering our substantial resources and news of our event 
activities. Marc thanked Shirley, Louise and Suzanne for keeping the Facebook page updated and 
Erik for his work as webmaster. 
 
Marc indicated that discussions were ongoing with the Municipality of Chelsea, Chelsea 
Commerce, and Chelsea Trails to incorporate the Old Chelsea Protestant Cemetery into the trails 
system. He indicated that that the Municipality would be installing a commemorative bench in 
honour of Carol Martin the following spring.  
 
Marc informed the Society’s members that the Board had taken the decision to transfer 
ownership of the Chelsea Pioneer Cemetery and Cenotaph to the Municipality of Chelsea. This 
was approved by Council in October 2017 pending the completion by the GVHS of some capital 
and maintenance projects. Marc went on to elaborate on how the GVHS acquired ownership of 
the cemetery, its historical importance in the community and how Carol Martin’s generous legacy 
donation of $25K would see some improvements to the cemetery including fencing installation, 
removal of some hazardous trees, landscaping and other aesthetics. These were the conditions 
required by the municipality before its transfer expected in 2018. The GVHS would continue to 
organize the annual Remembrance Day ceremony at the Cenotaph and provide representation as 
part of its advisory role on the Municipal consultative committee that looks after cemeteries now 
chaired by Councillor Greg McGuire.  
 
Marc wrapped up his report and extended a welcome to any new volunteers who would like to 
work with the Society. 
 

4. FINANCIAL REPORT 
Shirley Brown presented the 2017 financial statement as at December 31st 2017 reporting that 
the GVHS had had another successful year. She noted that the GVHS assets totalled $104K. Marc 
indicated the difference in revenues between 2017 and 2016 years was that the 2016 amount 
included the donation of $25K from Carol Martin’s estate for the Pioneer cemetery. It was 
expected that this amount would be mostly disbursed in 2018. After a review of the report, 
Shirley asked if there were any questions from those present. No questions were posed.  
 

5. PUBLICATIONS REPORT  
Louise Schwartz provided copies of her Publications Report for 2017 and talked about all the 
wonderful activities the Publications team had been doing over the past year. In 2017, the GVHS 
released Volume 43 of the Society’s flagship publication ‘Up the Gatineau!’ with its iconic cover 
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depicting the 1898 Chelsea village watercolour which was also being used to create greeting cards 
to sell as a fundraiser. Having been granted reproduction rights, the GVHS was also looking to 
have prints of the image made available for people to buy and frame.  
 
In addition to the Society’s publications, we also promote local publications and authors. For 
example, we began selling one of our speakers, Wally Schaber’s book on the Dumoine River and 
Ian Tamblyn’s new CD based on a selection of songs from his historical trilogy over the previous 
three summers. 
 
Louise reported that the Society does a reasonable business every year selling publications and in 
2017 recorded almost $7,700 in sales. While the Society sells directly, publications are also sold 
through 15 local retailers who receive a commission. Complete gift sets of ‘Up the Gatineau!’ 
volumes have become a solid year-to-year ‘seller’ and last year 15 complete sets were sold at a 
discounted cost of $125, for a customer cost-saving of about $60 were the volumes purchased 
individually.  
 
Louise concluded her presentation by thanking all the dedicated volunteers of the Publications 
team who contribute to making the publications a success and who love what they do – the 
editing, layout, indexing, and the selling and distribution of the volumes, and how everyone looks 
forward to releasing Volume 44 at the 2018 Annual Dinner in May.  
 

5. NOMINATIONS REPORT/ELECTONS 
Marc next introduced André Renaud who would present the Nominations report.  
 
André indicated that the Nominations Committee was made up of three people not up for 
election the current year who were Louise Schwartz, Shirley Brown and André Renaud. The Board 
is made up of 10 members and 5 were up for election this year for a 2-year term. Nominations 
proposed were the re-election of Erik Rask and Linda Bardell and proposed incoming members 
Frances Curry, Margaret Phillips and John Udvarhelyi. Current members with another year to go 
are: Marc Cockburn, President, Louise Schwartz, Vice-President, Suzanne Gibeault, Secretary and 
Shirley Brown, Treasurer. The non-elected position of Immediate Past President was currently 
vacant.  
 
André then asked all members who have accepted their nominations to stand. He then asked if 
there were any nominations from the floor. There being no other nominations, he moved that the 
nominations be closed and that the membership accept the proposal of the 2018 Nomination 
Committee to elect these members standing. The motion was seconded by member, Cindy 
Duncan. At this time, André thanked everyone for their participation and congratulated the re-
elected and elected members to the Board of the Gatineau Valley Historical Society.  
 

6. AGM ADJOURNMENT 
Marc Cockburn thanked everyone for attending the 2018 AGM of the Gatineau Valley Historical 
Society and indicated that all of the reports and the evening’s slide presentation would be posted 
on the GVHS website. He concluded by inviting everyone to stay for an update on upcoming 
events and the ‘Archives Open House’ presentation. The meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 
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Minutes submitted by: Suzanne Gibeault 
 
 
 
Approved by: ______________________________ 

 
 


