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A. J. FREIMAN LiMITED 

The Shopping Centre 

of Canada ~B Capital 

Brings you everything 
you need for skiing 

except the snow! 

Ski suits, skiis, ski accessories 
. . . everything you need for a 
wonderful winter of ski-fun, 
awaits you, in wide selection at 

Freiman's! 

• £reiman's men's shop, 
street floor 

• freiman's women's sports
wear_ department, 
second floor. 

• freiman's sporting goods . 
department, 
fourth floor. 
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EDITORI AL 
This year we seem to be featuring newspapermen. Dr. Johnston 

once . said: "A man who writes except for money is a fool." However 
it would appear that skiers are in a special class, for here we have 
three high-ranking scriveners (and they are no fools) taking a bus
man's holiday and contributing to our little publication for the simple 
remuneration of a byline. We, of course, app~;eciate the other contri
butions, but the authors get a certain amount of satisfaction out of 
seeing their "stuff" in print. It is regrettable that none of our lady 
members saw fit to send in copy. Buck up, gals! 

It is always hard to judge a book until it comes off the press, but 
your editor hopes that this yeat's issue will at least come up to its 
usual standard. 

* * * * * 
Mr. Marshall heads the official reports with his usual cheery and 

optimistic message. !He gives a picture of the expansion which has 
been taking place in the Camp .Fortune area. 

A resume of the racing is given by Andy Tommy, Sr. The only 
thing Andy does not dwell on is the tremendous work involved in 
planning and running off the various competitions. He will welcome 
the assistance of former competitors and other willing and responsible 
members. 

Verne Tant contributes an extensive report on the activities of 
the Trail Riders. We all deeply regret that increased family respons ibil
ities have forced him to give up the post of Captain of that group which 
he has reorganized so efficiently. He will be sorely missed from the 
executive and we hope that he'll be back with us again soon. 

The report on the Night Riders has again been submitted by John 
Clifford. This senior volunteer corps has apparently devoted a great 
deal of time to the new jump, besides attending to various other chores. 

. * * * • * 
Now for the unofficial reports : 
Our faithful friend Howard Bergin again comes through with a 

good account of the St. John Ambulance activities at Camp Fortune. 
Howard gives excellent advice on how to avoid accidents-read it care
full y. It should be pointed out that his comparative casualty list groups 
the accidents at the four posts: Camp For.tune, Chelsea, Mountain 
Lodge and Beamish's. In other words, the casualties were not all 
O.S.C. members. However, it is gratifying to note that the figures are 
all down from ~he previous season. 

Mr. Baker's "The \\leatherman Reports" makes grim reading , but 
mv "Ski Season of 1949-50" shows that from a skiing standpoint the 
winter was not anything like his dismal figures woulrl lead one to 
believe. By the way, just about the time I received his manuscript 
Maclean's ran an article entitled "Everybody hates the Weatherman" . 
It contained the following meteorologist's jingle: 

"And now amid the dying embers, 
These, in the main, are my regrets : 
When I am right no one remembers, 
When I'm wrong no one forgets." 
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Of course, as Mr. Baker points out, he does not make the weather, 
he justs records it. And if you notice any variance between his tempera
tures and those in my ski diary, please remember that he deals in 
minimums and maximums at the Experitnental Farm, while I take 
mine from my veranda thermometer circa 10 a.m. 

We are indebted to Patsy Ramage, charming Honorary Secretary 
of the C.A.S.A., for a bright, informal report of the Annual Meeting 
of the Canadian Amateur Ski Association, held in Ottawa, May 13 and 
14, last. My personal impression, as an "innocent abroad" attending 
some of the sessions, was that the top brass in Canadian skiing compares 
favorably with the governing body of any sport on the continent. 

* * * * * 
I. Norman Smith, Associate Editor, The Otta:wa Evening Journal, 

evidently resents the inroads the machine age has made in modern sports. 
His fanciful tale '~I.N.S. has a nightmare," is to my mind a protest 
against chugging tow engines and what General Montgomery terms 
"speeding down prepared slopes from which every vestige of natural 
snow has been removed." Although he speaks mostly about outboard 
motors, it is clear that he prefers the "one-foot-after-another" form of 
skiing and the quiet appreciation of the beauties of nature. 

In searching for an article to defend the cause of the "daring young 
men" your editor ran across a dipping from The Citizen entitled "Skiing 
today is all downhill" by Charles J. Woodsworth, Associate Editor 
of that newspaper It is purely coincidental that we have two con
temporary newsmen in opposite camps In other words, this is not a 
controversy. Mr. Woodsworth certainly puts up a good case for the 
tow-hill enthusiasts, and even the most confirmed trail advocate will 
appreciate that this modern phase of skiing has its points. 

But the end is not yet-along comes a mediator in the person of our 
old friend, Frank Delaute, who tells us in "Variety Skiing," just how 
we can reconcile the two branches of skiing. This is really a new angle. 
Frank has apparently solved the mechanical difficulty of combining the 
breath-taking thrills of downhill running and quiet delights of touring. 
Jf you have any .trouble figuring out how it is done, I am sure Frank will 
be glad to Jet you inspect his equipment. 

Another newsman, !Hugh Boyd, Press Gallery man for the Winnipeg 
Free Press, has come to our rescue with an interesting bit of copy. You 
will enjoy this refreshing- story which deals with skiing in the wide 
and open spaces of the West. 

A piece entitled "Memories" by Mr. H. P. Douglas, founder and 
first President of the C.A.S.A., should interest principally the oider 
generation. It mig-ht be noted that the "Oiffside" mentioned was a sister 
club to the O.S.C., with headquarters at Keogan's Lodge. A friendly 
rivalry existed for some years between the two ski clubs, which provided 
healthy competition but the Cliffsides gradually shrank to a corporal's 
guard, and finally gave up the ghost. 

The name Arthur S. Bourinot, no doubt is well known by many 
members as that of an outstanding Canadian poet who in 1940 won 
the Governor General's Poetry Award. But probably few are aware 
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that he is a veteran member of the club and one of the most regular 
attenders at Camp Fortune. His poem ":Slalorn Hill," reprinted from 
Saturday Night, will interest you all the more when you know that the 
subject is our own Joe Morin slalom hill. We must congratulate Mr. 
Bourinot on being recently elected a Fellow of the Royal Society of 
Literature, London. 

* * * * * 
The Mortureux Cairn has now been completed and it is hoped 

that the members consider it a worthy and fitting monument to the 
memory of our beloved "Mo'rt." To those of us who knew and worked 
with the late Mr. Charles E. Mortureux, this cairn will remind us . of 
one of God's great gentlemen. To those who follow, may it become a 
hallowed shrine to the "Father of skiing in the Gatineau Hills." 

The Hon. President has been up to his old trick of robbing the 
club treasury to build higher and more "suicidal jumps. It seems an 
appalling waste of money, since on Sigurd's own ar;lmission they all 
come to an untimely end by being toppled over in a high wind (see 
O.S.C. Year Book 1948-49). But ski jumps are to Sigurd Lockeberg 
wh?.t windmills were to Don Quixote. -However, by currying favor 
with the President this stubborn Norseman has been granted Marshall 
aid and we only hope that the predicted revenue from gate receipts 
materializes before a ga)e sweeps over the Gatineau Hills. 

Members are again reminded to visit the Federal District Com
mission museum located in the old Booth summer residence. Miss 
Juliette Gauthier, the curator, will be happy to conduct you through 
the exposition rooms and demonstrate the spinning, weaving and card
ing- of wool and flax. While explaining the exhibits, this good lady 
will regale you with stories of French-Canadian folklore and tales of 
Indian customs and superstitions. Miss Gauthier took this exhibit to 
the 1937 Paris International Exposition and won the go1d medal for 
Canadian handicrafts A drive to Kingsmere for the express purpose of 
visiting the museum is well worth while. 

It is getting altogether too common for skiers to arrive at LeMay's 
late awl climb Excelsior at a.n hour when hundreds are descending 
homeward bound. They seem mostly beginners and non-members, 
therefore mentioning it here may not do much good, but members 
should do what they can to discourage this habit. It is both discon
certing and dangerous to bank around the S turn and find some dub 
in the middle of the steen pitch. For purpose~ of safety it should be 
recognized that this is an up trail in the morning and a down trail in 
the afternoon. Perhaps there is no solution to this problem--but it is 
a highly dangerous cond1ition that exists. Have the Trail Riders any 
s:tggestions? 

In a talk to the Montreal Rotary Club last winter Dr. George Kimble, 
Chairman of the Department of Geography at McGill, said that this 
continent was gradually warming tap. The mean temperature had risen 
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from 42° in the 1880's to 44° in the 1940's. It seems that "the Columbia 
Ice Fields in the Canadian Rockies are receding so fast that they will 
disappear altogether if present conditions persist for a few years." The 
learned professor was quite wary to qualify his statement with "if 
present conditions persist .. . ", and he finally admitted that there 
were "too many unknowns in the atmospheric equation." However, the 
moral would seem to be that we should get out and ski while there 
is yet time-for you never know what will happen in the next couple 
of hundred years. 

To the contributors the advertisers, Mr. T. S. Simokins, one of 
Canada's foremost cartoonists, and all others ~ho helped to make this 
book a success I extend my personal th?nb. -J.S.P. 

It's fun 
to ski 

It's More Fun 
if your ski . 
wear is correct 

Sizes and St:yles for 

Men, Women and Children 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Once again the Editor of the Year Book-Jim Patrick-has been 
pressing me to get the foreword written and sent to him without delay. 
It puts me to the test each year to write a foreword worthy of the 
bigger and better Year Book which Jim promises and, incidentally, 
succeeds in producing, so I keep postponing the effort until I am told 
that it must be done at once or else-. 

I am sure I shall be writing in a popular vein when I start by 
saying that I hope we shall have a much better ski season than last 
year. Though it might not be welcomed by non-skiers, what we want 
i~ a real winter with many feet of snow, lasting from at least the middle 
of December to the middle or, shall we say, the end of ApriL That 
would make up for the January we lost last season. 

We are all set for such a winter. There is our improved jumping 
hill, now the best in Eastern Canada and with few rivals in the whole 
of Canada waiting to produce sensational jumping spectacles beyond 
anything .possible in the past. It will be a great asset for the Dom
inion Championship events to be held at Camp Fortune in February. 
There will also be the new Federal District Commission road, wfiich will 
permit buses to bring non-skiers dose to the Lockeberg Lodge to see 
the winter ·beauties of Gatineau Park and to witness displays of superb . 
skiing skill by our members. 

In this foreword I should like to pay tribute to the Night Riders, 
the Trail Riders, to the engineers, jumpers, and the racing fraternity 
who worked on the trails and jump. While we ·had to hire bulldozers 
and compressors to blast and remove rock, the vast improvement which 
has been made would not have been possible without the voluntary 
assistance of so many. On some week-ends the Jump hill was crowded 
with busy workers. John Clifford deserves special mention for his able 
supervision of the whole construction project. 

Because last season was late in starting, many used the "day-fee" 
method of enjoying the fadlities of the Club, consequently our member
ship dropped. Everyone who uses our trails and lodges should take 
0ut a full membership. The Ottawa Ski Oub, with its low membership 
fees, offers more for your money than you will get anywhere else in 
the way of sport or recreation. Improvements in the hills, trails and 
lodges depend on the number of full memberships rather than day fees. 
Be a good sport-support the fine work of the Ottawa Ski Club by 
taking out a full membership, even if you do come up to the lodges 
only occasionally. 
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THE SEASON OF 1949-50 
by J. S. P. 

It would be needless to dilate on the many excellencies of the past 
winter. Perhaps it would suffice to say we had weather, and let it go 
at ·that. As the well-worn diche attri·buted to Mark Twain goes: 
'~Everybody talks · about the weather, but nobody does anything about 
it.'' But there is something you can do about skiing and that is : take 
every break you get. It is pure nonsense to say that the weather stopped 
skiing last winter in the Gatineau Hills. Do you realize that con
ditions were better here than at Lake Placid, the Laurentians or any 
other skiing terrain around these parts? Granted. the skiing was 
had, terrible, or impossible most of December and January. But what is 
the matter with skiing in February, March and April? 

Perhaps you are surprised to learn 
that we had 89.65 inches of snow up 
till the end of March. Why Mr. Baker 
closed his book-s then I don't know, 
for I had four days of perfect skiing 
in April. Really if it hadn't been that 
I have to work for a living, I could 
have skied every day until April 16, 
my last trip. Anyway, IllS our weather
man reports elsewhere, the snowfall 
(not counting what fell in April) was 
6. 75 inches greater than the previous 
winter and 2·.5 more than average. 
Yes, it w•as a capricious winter, but 
certainly not a failure. The skiers in 
Toronto and other outlying settle
ments· in the banana belt would be 
very glad to have a winter just like 
it every year. 

A break-down of tlie skiing condi
tions reveals that the past season did 
not differ much from the average, ex
cept for the unusual vagaries. I skied 
at Fortune 19 times, which is just 
about my normal quota. But here is 
the most surprising thing of alL In 
my diary, a day when. temperature, 
trail conditions and quality of snow 
leave nothing to ·be desired I mark 
with a red cross, and believe it or 
not, thes-e red letter day·s amounted 
to eight: Feb. 12, March 12•, 15, 19, 22, 
26, April 7, 1(}. On the other days, trail 

conditions. (not necessarily tow hill 
conditions) were anywhere from pas~ 
able to very good'. 

And to prove that the above asser
tions ·are not loose -statements con· 
cocted long after the fact, I offer, as · 
usual, extracts from my skiing diary. 
If you got out and took advantage of 
the breaks, read them and reminisce. 
If you didn't, read them and weep. 

Sunday, Nov. 27 <+ 12•): With Wil
mer McNaughton in his new Stude
baker to LeMay's for the earliest start 
in years. Bright sunshine •and a foot 
of snow. Small turnout, mostly old
timers. To chat with Blair Fraser and 
A. D. Dunton, big wireless bos•s. A 
grand ride down Excelsior, although 
met many pedestrians who gave little 
room to pass. Home at 4. And so after 
dinner to read final proofs of 1949-50 
Year Book far into the night, with the 
help of my good wife Hazel. 

Sunday, Dec. 4 (+19•): Overcast 
with some snow in .the air. By car to 
visit daughter Noreen, now · training 
at Kingston General. Mrs. Marshall in
forms me that conditions were rather 
hard, so she and Bert took trail past 
Miss Maison's cabin, where chickadees 
ate seeds from their hands. Tow on 
Mort's running, earliest date on 
record. Apparently trees coated with 
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silvery f.rost, which gives wood•lands ready at -10 a.m. when rain sets in. 
that fairyland ~ffect. Small crowd "Our Lady of the Snows"-Mr. Kip
among whom Harvey Clifford, our ling must be turning in his grave! 

Olympic skier. Sunday, Jan. 8 (-10°): Four inches 
Sunday, Dec.11 (+16°): Some fresh Qf snow on bare ground-a bitter 

snow. Passed· car in ditch at Chels.ea wiud. Hazel, Shirley and 1 in by 
turn-off. George Brittain, pioneer trail- Ridge Road and Fortune Lake with 
maker, back from open spaces. To Mac and Harmon. Quite good sliding 
Lockeberg lodge· to see Trail Riders' most of the way, but hills around 
new quarters. Three young Trail barren and forbid'ding. Small crowd, 
Riders tell of crosS>-checking High- including the husky, well-known 
land Fling till ' midnight. With Hazel athlete I. Norman Smith, a worthy 
to vi·sit the Brennans and be treated fellow-for a Sa·ssenach-who doeS~ a 
to delicious apple p-ie.. Out by Fling, spot of writing for a local journal 
in superlative shape--a tribute to the under the artful IJ<!eudonym I.N.S. 
aforementioned voluntary corps. Swift Allaru Stuart gets nasty knee injury 
slide down Excelsior. A different car on Mort's. And so on to the Bill 
in identical place at Chelsea! Home by Irvings' chalet at Kiugsmere, where 
4. just •as f-reezing rain begins. Bil:l Barb serves a tasty meal. A pleasant 
Irving tells of crowd waiting in vain evening before log fire in immense 
for bus at LeMay's: The Gatineau cobble-stone hearth. Home by 10.15. 
train had a few extra cu&tomers! A good outing, but skiing purely inci

Sunday, Dec. 18 (+32°): Up early 
at sign of falling .snow and was ready 

... . 

to go when it changed to rain, so 
stayed home. But my reporter extra
ordinary, Mrs.. Marshall, phones to 
say that a·bout 4(). were present in~ 

eluding a Mr. Place, forest engineer· 
at Eddy's, who had climbed the 
Matterhorn last July. A preliminary 
craSIS-country race had been run (wpn 
by Claude Richer}. But withaB, think 
I. missed little more .than a thorough 
drenching and a cha,nce _to catch pneu-
mania. 

Sunday, ·oec. 25 (+15°)! . A bright 
morning with a skim of snow oil. the 
ground, but since torrential rains had 
washed out winter there was no 
skiing. Andi so to church. 

s ·unday, Jan. 1 (+28°): Balmy 
breezes still prevail. Skiing is dead 
. . . and the mourners go about the 
streets. 

Monday, Jan. 2 (+29°}: In d'e&pera
tion, Mac, Harmon and I make .plans 
to tempt Providence. All dressed and 

dental. 

Sunday, Jan. 15 (+14°)! The wacky 
weather corutiuues. To church to hear 
sermon on the Prodigal Son. The 
Elder Brother portrayed .the real sin
ner-which was comforting. By wire
less comes word that disaster stalks 
throug.hout the Laurentians. The 
wh.ite manna has ceased- to fall from 
the heavens and soup-kitchens nourish 
the workless habitants. Father Des· 
lauriers, cure at Mont T·remblant, tolls 
his church bell diaily as signal for all 
his parishioners to p·ray for snow! 

· Sunday, Jan. 22 <+ 15°): Took Can
yon twice on fresh snow, very good. 
Overcast, snowed most of the d·ay. 
Good crowd. Wilma Sutton and Helen 
Lade.route on :fil'st aid with Howard 
Bergin. Chaoced to meet four students 
at Research Council on fellowships: 
Doug Atack., Leeds University ; Ken 
Ivin, Cambridge; Pete Agius, London 
Vniversity; Allist_er Jones·, New Zea
land-this farftung Empire! Most bills 
da ngerous. ExceLsior ·splendid, bu:t had 
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to d'Odge many beginners who insisted 
on climbmg in middle of trail. If they 
will go to Fortune they should have 
enough sense to take Dunlop's. Home 
at 4. 

Sunday, Jan. 29 (+40•): Awakened 
by sound of drip from roof and chirp
ing of birds. The tocsin is still being 
rung in the Laurentians and food
baskets are being distributed to needy 
families. Skiers •are d·ev·e.loping ulcers 
and their teeth are being worn down 
from constant gnashing. How long, 
0 Lord, how long! 

Sunday, Feb. 5 (+2•): Mostly 
cloudy, with sharp wind. In by Ridge 
Road, light snow on icy base. Hazel 
cuts off at Log Cabin traH, but rest 
continue via F'ortune Lake. Shirley 
hiked in with Mr. Heyendoa.l and they 
were put out to find they missed pretty 
fair skiinog. However, patches of dead 
grass and rocks give Great Divide, 
Mort's and Alexander grim appear
ance, and deserted tow-shacks bear 
mute testimony of a snowless winter. 
Out same way, not thrilling, but some 
good sliding and lots of fresh air and 
exercise. 

Sunday, Feb. 12 (+26•): Partly 
cloudy, 8 inches of fresh snow. A bit 
slow early, but progressive improve
ment. Fortune thronged with happy 
ski-hungry members. Bert Marshall, 
back from Bogota, says' he picked 
good winter to make the trip. Daugh
ter Shirley and Shan McDonald arrive 
with Carl Simpson. Meet in with John 
Graham and son David, latter unfor
tunately breaks ski on George's. Fast 
and lovely ride down Fling to meet 
with Joe Scott, who takes our pic
ture. Down Excelsior like greased 

. lightning. At LeMay's meet Higher 
Command of External Affairs, includ
ing A. D. P. Heeney and· Col. Evan 
Gill. Winter has come--but a1as!
can spring be far behiilld? Red Letter 
Day. 

OTTAWA SKI CLUB 

Sunday, Feb. 19 <+ 16•): By bus 
anu across field in blinding gale--16 
inches. of snow since last Sunday. 
Caught up with Lt. CmdT. Beardmore, 
H.C.N., skiing convener for Naval 
Hdq!'s. Sports ASISOciation. Had to tax 
my imperfect dexteTity to avoid crash
ing Mrs. Jim Russell on Speedway
Jim brands me a rut-rider. Fortune 
crowded. Around Dippers with Hazel, 
Shirley, Shan, and· Jessie Fear. Grand! 
·Cute little Judy McCartney, 8-year-old 
daughter of Dr. Elwin McCartney, on 
red skis, shows great skill on Tra
veler's. Has the club another prodigy? 
Tried new tow on Paradise Valley, 
very gentle. Miles Allan, O.S.C. direc
tor fractures leg on Slalom. Some 
phone calls re casualties and lost or 
strayed skiers (who always turn up). 

Sunday, Feb. 26 (-4•): Blue skies, 
'·bright sunshine, 10 inches powder 
snow-ne plus ultra! By Switzerland, 
then the Dipper.s befol'e· lunch. Lodge 
thronged with cross-section from the 
Capital-diplomats, top-flight officials, 
steuos, shop-clerks, industrial mag
nates- every type save the halt and 
the blind. Senator Norman Paterson, 
with Sigurd, introduces comely Mary 
Cuthbertson, or Fort William and 
Don Maclaren, son of Gen. Maclaren 
of Buckingham. Clark Ander·son and 
K~th Davidson plead guilty to first 
app·earance· tJhis season. Home by 
Dippers and lon.g Highland. Beautiful 
view from King's Lookout. A perfect 
day' s ~iing . . . lazy evening t!ll 
after Mr. Dawes' Ski-Cast ... to bed 
to dream of mountains of powder snow 
and hills that just run downward. 

Saturday, March 4 (-4•): Hazel, 
Shirley and I with the Bill Irvings 
to their chalet at King·smere. Excel
lent conditions. To Slalom where 
Pringle TayLor and: Andy Tommy, Sr., 
are running off High School race. 
Down E xcelsior to the Bowl. A few 
ridles on Ed. Quipp's tow. Grand din-
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ner evening ski hike under hazy 
moon, with city lights twinkling m 
the distance ... Caoosta ... to bed 
past miduight. 

Sunday, March 5 (+30°): Awakened 
at 7.45 to sound or Bill's beating 
reveille on saucepan and aroma or 
bacon and eggs and coffee. South wind 
had reversed skiing prospects. Guests 
continue t'O drop in: the Benoits, Sr., 
Elmer CasseH, the Emil Danjaws, the 
Angus 1\IcLennans and baby Donna. 
Back-slipped and pushed· our way .to 
Top-of-the-World. Bill waxes us wi.th 
graphite and paraffin. Fast ride dQwn 
Canyon. Met members of Canadian 
National Recreation Association, To
ronto, in charge of Cliff Won.for and 
Nora Kent-3·6 make annual trip, un
fortunately one f:ractures leg on 
Alexander. To stop in Hull to witness 
spectacular blaze. A grand week-end 
with perfect hosts. 

Sunday, March 12 (+19°): Bright 
sunshine and fresh snow on good 
base. Caught up with Tom Seaton, 
veteran skier. Bob McGiffin erects 
rope corral around sun-benches t·o 
ward off spongers. Brig. Des. Smith 
and son Jimmy on hand. Jim Leslie, 
director and secretary-treasurer for 
some years has his loose badlge con
fiscated.. Says Jim, "There ain't no 
justice" - and other unprintable 
things. To chat with Stella BGrbridge 
and her newly-captured husband 
Hugh. Sister-in-law Daphne makes an
nual trip with brother George and 
son Bill. At Lockeberg lodge· Sigurd 
shows me letter in Norwegian from 
Petter Hugste.d-hard -to read-must 
get glasses changed! Fa'st ride d"Own 
Excelsior and Bowl, zooming past 
child on hand-sleigh on Mr. LeMay's 
twisty traiL Some parents don't care 
how their children get killed>-or how 
many skiers break legs. Mac and Har
mon late for rendezvous, having got · 
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l·ost on the old Sunset. Best day of 
season! 

Wednesday, March 15 (+20°): 
Mostly bright sunshine, 4 inches• of 
powder snow, perfect. Hazel and I 
with Fred Clifford, picking up Har
mon and Rose.tte L. at Old Ohelsea. 
Broke Canyon and· Dippers. A few 
members including Mrs. A. D. Dun
ton, Frances Carlisle, Blair Fraser, 
LN.S. and Eric Morse. Pete McGor
mack . and Charlie Milne arrive later. 
Stuart McGiffin ·and Hi Foster broke 
Switzerland, but too late for us to 
take advantage. Grand time. Home 
at 5.15. 

Sunday, March 19 (+18°): Glorious 
day with breath of spring in .the air. 
Splendid skiing, but many accidents 
from runndng off Into d~ep snow. To 
chat with customers on sun-benches, 
including Ken Stroulger, Commodore 
of C.C.A.. and Chuck Anderson--do 
the·y ever do anything else? Dippers, 
Highland, then on to Pink Lake. To 
sample Mrs. Hancock's d•elicious 
lemon pie and . coffee. Met John 
Tkachyk, hardy member who always 
skis from Wrightville to Fortune and 
back! Met in with Milly Monaco, 
Betty McGee, Doris Strang ~nd 
Myrnah Steele. Fast ride down Birch 
Valley and leisure trip to bus stop. 
Got to wondering why so man·y mem
bers never make this 8-mile jaunt of 
scenic beauty.. Have those of the 
younge~; generation no appreciation 
of the prospect that pleases? Surely 
they see no aesthetic qualities in tow
rope·s and bulldozed hills. In fact, 
many older skiers ha·ve not taken the 
Pink Lake trail in years. Let's do it 
more often-! Home at 6.45. 

Wednesday, March 22 {+28°): Off 
early with Fred Clifford et al, and a 
swift slide down Canyon about 10 
a.m. Up Fortune Lane, Keogan's and 
Bonnie Brae before lunch. Bright in 
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~{~ Sk,: .. 
. )) Mont Tremblant Lodge 

t 
Two chair lifts, an Alpine T-bar lift and two rope tows 
now connect newly developed north and south sides of 

{ 

exciting Mont Tremblant. 

~ 
Trails for all skiers, from Sissy Schuss for beginners to · -'. 

- Ryan's Run and Kandahar for intermediates and experts. 
Famous Ski School under Benno Rybizka. 
Comfortable lounges, game rooms, three bars. Dancing nightly, 

_.4) accommodations to fit your purse. 
\. ALL DAY SKI LIFT TICKETS $4.50 

ffJ. )\ Unlimited rides on all 5 lifts 
~ \\ Single lift rides: $.50 
~ Rope tows: two tickets $.25 

Only 90 mil_es north of Montreal 

~~ M~·~;Gj;~G;bi;~; Lodge 
~ MONT TREMBLANT, P.Q., CANADA . 

- Favorite Rendezvous of"America's Foremost Slciers 

FOR QUALITY SKI EQUIPMENT IT'S 

'(SPORT SHOP/ 
~-

"Ottawa's Most Popular Sports Centre" 

• 4...· 

98 BANK STREET PHONE 2-6278 
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the morning, overcast lat-er. Around 
Switzerland up tow and dawn Canyon. 
Splend•id run down Excelsior on corn 
snow. 

Sunday, March 26 (+30•): Glorious 
day o! spring skiing. Brilliant sun in 
cloudless sky. Everybody in buoyant, 
carefree mood. The imminent renais
sance of Nature stimulates the "joie 
de vivre" in old and young, and even 
skiers-that happy bimd· ·of adven
turers- rise to ruew heights. Mrs. De· 
laute tells me I must re~ord that Judy 
is· out on trails first time since break
ing arm on sleigh drive. Surprised that 
Frank allows his children to engage 
in such dangerous S'Port. Met Alfred 
DunDJ, of Guaranty Trust, back after 
30-year exile in Englarnd and Malcolm 
Grant, former worker in the club. 
After lunch to brow~ on ·sun-benches 
and chat with Bert Marshall and Dan 
Watson. To Keogan's by Fortune 
Lake, meeting Dr. Guiou then Messr·s. 
Hughson and Bourlnot. What do these 
old cronies talk about-bonds• and 
j!tocks or poetry? Perfect day of fast 
'skiing, although M~c ~nd Harmon 
suffered1 backslip all day~ 

Sunday, April 2 (+34•): With C~rl 
Simpsoru ()f a dull, overcast day . . Tbree 
Inches fresh snow, rather slow but 
not stioky. Small attendance. St. 
John Ambulance has white gloves•. 
Mrs. Brennan treats us to chocolates 
from box given her by Horu. Mrs. Mil
bank, up yesterday with son John .. 
Home at 4.15 and after dinllJelr to put
ter in the greenhouse. Le printemps 
s.'en vient! 

Good Friday, April 7 ( +28•): Bril
liant sunshine, perfect •Skiing. In 
Skyline and• Switzerland to Sialom. 
Discovered had lost my wrist watch. 
Backtrack with Mae and Harmon, but 
no sign of it. Around Dippers, brother 
George takhig movie of us descending 
Big Dipper. Around long Highland, 
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espying Easter buruny near King's 
Lookout, and wooly caterpillar near 
Fling. Spring in the offing, but skiing 
never better. Home at 5. 

Easter Monday, April 10 (+27•): 
Bright, rising temperature. Off early 
with Gordie Smith, Fred Clifford·, Eric 
Roy, Jr., and h1s young brother Paul, 
who scolds me for oot including his 
name in last year's diary. Joined by 
Bill Weatheral and -take' circuitous · ' . . . 
route: Excelsior, Nature, Fling· and 
Canyon. Around• Dippers with Ir.enus 
MiX:, Glebe dominie, and son'·Peter. 
Grand sugar snow, so Mound a second 
time. Perfect run down Paradise Val
ley, surely the best project developed 
In years. A sunning on benches, then 
to Slalom, meeting Jarieth Rullier
ford, tennis star. A perfect day. 

Sunday, April 16. · (+40•): Parked 
at Wattsfords, walked· up lane.. Warm 
and springlike. Call\Yon still wen 
covered with sugar snow. Party in· 
eluding Bob McGiffin, John M. Garland 
and son John took Dippers. KUster 
and graphite gave good speed. Cafe
teria closed, s.o Mrs. Brennan feeds 
St. J·ohn people and· foolish virgins. 
Lingered on ben~hes to chat with the 
Wylers, Kaye Ide, Barbie Taylor aiid 
others. Hazel, allergic to sun, spent 
much time inside discussing world 
affairs with Sid Forrest. The Albert 
Bangs bring son David·, aged· 2J'"h, for 
first trip .to Fortune. The Marshalls 
arrive late with Eileen Bennett and 
Nina Armstrong, having builtl\ a fir'e 
and lunched· at Western Lookout. A 
happy time-and so to end another 
skiing. season. 

Sunday, April 23 (+42•): Spent 
good part o! day trying to learn t-he 
art of driving my shiny new Chev. 
But Mr. O'Halloran, evergreen skier 
and tennis player, tells: me skiing was 
good on the Canyon, Ridge Road and 
Dippers. "G'ood;", I presume, was a 
comparative term. 
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DeLuxe Ski Equipment 
lmpo.-ted Norwegian Skis- Solid Hickory or Laminated 

Imported Norwegian Waxes 
Telescopic Aluminum Ski Poles- Micromatic Ski Bindings 

Alpine Ski Boots 

DEACON'S FUNCTIONAL SKI CLOTHING 

Steel Edges IPut On By An Expert 

CONSULT US ON ALL SKI PROBLEMS 

A 

Depal"tment 

Store of 

Hardware 

185-187 

SPARKS 

ST. 

DIAL 

5-1481 
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REPORT OF THE TRAIL RIDERS 
by V. E. TANT, Captain 

It was a poor winter, wasn't it? 
When it finalLy arrived· it was alright, 
but it took its time in getting he·re. 
It was annoying to hear the more 
sane members of the population exult

_ing in the lack of snow. Anyhow, the 
Trail Riders had· a good year. 

We started> on fall work officially on 
1st October, 1949, although some were 
working before that, and officially 

is more complicated than the consti
tution of the Ottawa Ski Club! Is there 
a lawyer in the crowd'! 

For those who do not remember or 
did not see the list of Trail Rid·er 
duties published in the Ski News, they 
are as follows: 

Fall Work 
Brushing and clearing of trails. 
Cutting new trails. 

finished our winter work on 2n~ April, Winter Work 
1950. The long fall (until the middle Maintenance of trails by cross-
of January), however, gave us time 
to complete insulating the upstairs in 
Lockebe•rg Lodge. OriginaUy the Trail 
Riders were to use only half the 
up&tairS>, but in acturul practice it was 
found. that with twenty boys, bunks, 
tableS!, and two stoves in one end, 
there wasn't room to breathe. We 
therefore obtained permission to in
sulate the other half of the lodge. 
Now one half is used as a bull!k-room 
and the other for cooking, eating, 
storing food, skis, dishes, etc. It is 
a wond·erful set-up, and has greatly 
contributed. to the comfort, morale, 
and efficiency of the Trail Riders. In 
addition to the new lod.ging, we 
acquired new headlights as a group, 
a flag which you can see flying from 
Lockeberg Lodge any week-end, some 
new badges patterned directly after 
the trail signs with chevrons to indi
cate the year of memb'ersMp, and 
last but not least, a mascot, in the 
person of Ilea Tant~ aged one year. 

A general meeting was· he'ld in 
December to elect officers and to 
agree upon working rules. Verne Tant 
was elected: Captain and Morgan 
Hildebrand, Lieutenant and Director 
of the Bunkhouse. We achieved a 
magnificent constitution running Ito 
ten pages including appendices which 

checking, clearing trees, removing 
bunatPs, etc. 

Sunset p8Jtrol of trails. 
Instructing members in trail eti

quette (don't leave sitzmarks, walk 
on trails, etc.). 

Assisting St. John Ambulance 
Associ8Jtion in bringing in and· caring 
for casualties. 

Some highlights of ·the activities of 
the Trail Riders• are given below 
under the above headings: 

All the commonly used trails were 
brushed, trees blockiug trails remov
ed, ·and over-hanging bushes trimmed 
back. Sine!! many of the trans had 
not ·been properly brushed for years, 
it was grim golug at times. Toward 
the end of the fall we we'!'e working 
in the snow. Did you ever .try to ski 
with a scythe over your shoulder?
not much future in it. With the "snath" 
on your should.er the point of the 
blade is very close to the seat of 
operations. 

On October 30, ten Trail Riders 
brushed and cleared the Pink Lake 
Trail from Camp Fortune to Wright
ville. They were very tired boys when 
they reached Wrightville by 6.00 p.m. 
Some old-timers said it was the first 
time they remembered this trail being 
brushed from beginning to en~ in 
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GETTING READY FOR A DAY 

IN THE GATINEAU HILLS 

UNLOADING SKIS AT THE 

VARIOUS PARKING LOTS 

lN THE CAMP FORTUNE 

AREA 
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Our 

Personality Coiffures 

are easy to care for 

LONGER LASTING 
REASONABLY PRICEn 

Phone 2-4889 
FOR APPOINTMENT 

JUNE'S 
BEAUTY SALON 

99 RIDEAU STREET 
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one day, which made us feel pretty 
good. 

The principal new trail opened by 
the Trail Riders last year was the 
"Steeplechase" to Beamish Hill. It 
starts from Camp Fortune, via Bonnie 
Brae and Log Cabin Trail to the foot 
of Doch and Doris, along Highland 
about 11>0 yards and then below "Old 
Man Joe's· Lookout" (not where the 
Fed·eral District sign is) by a series 
of relatively steep hills· around King 
Mountain to Beamish HiU. The trail 
is not recommended to beginners as 
it is narrow and fast. The name•s of 
the hiUs will give the idea: The Roller 
Coaster, Ulcer Gulch, Sledge Hammer 
Valley, Old Blood and Guts (abbre
viated to Old B & G), etc. 

The Trail Riders cleared McGiffin's 
short-cut and made a bridge over 
Fortune Creek. Flood waters late in 
the fall washed it out, and subsequent 
very cold weather caused waU~r to 
freeze on the wrecked bridge until 
it dammed the stream. We found. the 
res.ulting pond was too wide to p11t a 
new bridge across it. We. couldn't go 
down stream without cutting new 
approaches to ·the bridge, so we had 
to chop the remains of the old bridge 
and the ice away, and let the water 
go down. Have you ever chopped 
under water? Wet process, isn't it? 
Well, the day that we fixed that 
bridge, it was -17° F. when we 
started, and -12° F. when we finished. 

It was· the Trail Riders' objective 
to crOSIS·Check all the trails on Satur
day night so they would have time 
to harden and be in the best shap~ for 
Sunday morning. This we did until 
the spring whelll .thawing and freez
ing set in. The trails were too hard 
for us to make an impression by cross
checking at night so we worked on 
Saturday afternoons. 

On two separate occasions, groups 
of Trail Riders started out about 
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8.0•0 p.m. and worked steadily until 
z .. oo a.m. before they finished their 
trail. Six hours of cross-checking and 
breaking trail in heavy snow is a lorug 
time, so remember to fill in the sitz· 
marks when you fall or holes· you · 
encounters on the trail. 

Our winter trail maintenance was 
greatly assisted by the help of such 
people as Gdrdon Smith, Fred Clif· 
ford, and friends who kept the Dippers 
in shape all season. 

There was one trail which we never 
G.id open, and ·that was Brittain's 
Folly. We cross,checked it, but there 
was never enough snow to make it 
safe for use. 

As a guide to skiers, the Trail 
Riders printed. signs which gave the 
condition of the trails, such as "\rail 
in good condition", "Trail Icy", etc. 
The'Se we posted: Saturday night each 
week. Would you like us w continue 
to post these signs? Us.e the sug
gestion boxes. 

The Trail Rid.ers had a New Year's 
celebration at Lockeberg Lodge-con
sisting of a big feed at midnight, a 
sing-song and card games. At 4.00 a.m. 
the Trail Riders conducted· their Cap
tain, wife and mas·cot back to their 
own cabin, singing Auld· Lang Syne 
in loud voices. It woke up the Night 
Riders-HAW! 

Sunset patrols were run Sunday 
n_ight on trails leading to parking lots. 
There are still lots of people, includ
ing beginners, skiing alone. Good 
luck!-you are going to need it sooner 
or later. 

Instructing in ·trail etiquette is the 
least ple·asarut task we have. Most 
members will co-operate but not ~!ill
for example, when the youngest Trail 
Rid·er suggested, to an older member 
that he put on his skis before climb
ing the Canyon-"l've been skiing for 
twenty years and no youngster is 

.. 

It's the 
refreshing 
thing to do 
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PLAUNT 
HARDWARE CO. 

SKIS 
LAMINATED 

C.C.M. 
ANDREFF 

AND 
IMPORTED 

POLES 
STEEL 

ALUMINUM 
TELESCOPIC 

BINDINGS 
MICRO CABLE 

REGULAR CABLE 
STRAP 

SKI BOOTS 
C.C.M. 

SKATING OUTFITS 
AND FANCY SKATES 

ACCESSORIES 
EXPERT REP AIRS 

Steel Edges Attached to Any 
Ski 

DIAL 2-3781 

322 SPARKS STREET 
Corner of Lyon Street 
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going to tell me what to do." Is this 
playing ball? 

The Trail Riders· were glad to help 
Howard Bergin aml other first aiders 
in pulling sl-eighs to the first aid! hut 
with injured skiers. On a couple of 
occasions, the Trail Riders applied 
first' aid on. Saturday afternoons when 
the St. John first aid' post was not 
manned. 

On the 1st April, with the as·sistaruce 
of Doug Carman and other members 
of the executive who contributed 
articles, the Trail Rid•ers got into 
the pubilshing business, and· put out 
a ski news for •the general m-ember· 
ship which reviewed the trail sltua· 
tion and other matt-ers of interest. 

The above is not a complete list of 
the activities· of the Trail Riders, but 
it s~ould be sufficient to indicate the 
nature of the organization and what 
we do. vVe appreciate the many kind 
and encouraging words we have re· 
ceived from the members of the execu
tive and the general membership.. We 
have striven to please and are look
ing forward to another year with the 
ski club. 

Fall Work 1950 
Just a note on Trail Rider activities 

this fall to bring the account up to 
date. 

We start-ed work on the 1st October 
again this year and began brushing 
and clearing the trails. By the end of 
October we had all the trails ready 
for the winter, and had started clear
ing the big hins. Morning After, Mal
colm MacDonald and Slalom were· the 
first finished, followed by Traveler's 
and the Great Divide. We tore down 
and rebuilt three bridges over For
tune Creek near the tow house on 
Mort's Hill. Paradise Valley i~r still 
left, but if U isn't that it will be 
something elise until we're cross
checking trails again. 

Be seeing you! 



YEAR BOOK 1951)-51 

S"-I•ING 
s•1 TOW 
9~\ SCHOOl 
~\\ATINS 

A genuine welcome 
awaits Ottawans 

An ideal setting for that winter 
vacation-T-Ear lift 100 yards from 
Inn offering a variety o·f downhill 
runs on Sugar Peak-m!les of 
cross-country trails-Home of fam
ous Snow Eagle Ski School.:_15 
minutes by Inn uus t o Incompa r
able Mont Trem blant'-thrilllng 
dogteam rides, sleighing, skating, 
riding. Modern, comfortable ac
commodation and excellent meals. 
Rates 6.50 to 9.50 with meals. Write 
for folder. 

"Learn 'to Ski Week" $50.00 
January 7-14, 14-20, 21-27 

April 1-7, 8-14 

Room and Board, Ski Lessons 
and Ski Lift included. 

G RAY R 0 C K ·s I N· N · . 
ST. JOVITE, QUE. -

Enquire about train, plane and bus service from Ottawa 

GOOD THINGS TO EAT 
FREE PARKING 

GATINEAU BUS SERVICE 
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ANNUAL MEETING, C.A.S.A. 
By MRS. PATRICIA RAMAGE 

Hon. Secretary-Treasurer, C.A.S.A. 

Radical changes in the By
laws, Rules and Regulations of 
an Association are bound to 
produce a lively Annual Meet
ing, and ours was certainly no 
exception! "This should be a 
good -one," was a well-worn 
cliche by the time delegates had 
assembled at the "Y" for the 
Meeting. 

We must say, however, that 
the opening session from 2.30 
until 4.45 on Saturday was, 
comparatively speaking, a quiet 
one. Fred Urquhart, our Presi
dent, visibly impressed by the 
large number in attendance, wel
comed the delegates (from Vancouver to the Maritimes) and proceeded to guide the 
meeting along in his usual genial manner. 

The delegates in their reports advised that the 'Snow Famine" had played 
havoc with schedules and curtai led some activities planned for the early part of the 
season. Dave Spence, President of Western Division, of course had no such com
plaint. We womler if roses bloomed in Victoria with all that snow, too! Everyone 
expressed the hope that 1951 would be a "No Banana Belt Year." 

At this session committees were formed to have final discussion on the Junior
Age-Question and the Constitutio'n-in.General-Question. Practically all delegat
es sat in on one of the sessions, some took in both committees so that no matter 
which Meeting you attended you were kept up to date on the other. These dis
cussions took place both before and after the Dinner in the Chateau which was 
certainly "un succes fou" and thoroughly enjoyed by alL Eavesdroppers near 
that certain room in the Chateau where the Junior-Age Question was discussed 
reported that, strangely enough, vocabularies of intelligent-appearing delegates 



seemed to be confined to "prior to September 1st," "Eighteen'' and "Nineteen." 

Late-appearing and slightly befuddled delegates at the Sunday morning session 
gave mute testimony to the fact that conferences, both official and unofficial, were 
carried on into the wee small hours. However, everyone was soon thoroughly 
awakened by the lively discussions preceding and following the reading and adoption 
of the Revised Rules. The pros and cons of Canadian Championships, Ski Patrol 
Authority, Membership Badges, 1952 Olympics, etc., were thoroughly thrashed out. 
Discussions were so heated that a 20-minute lunch adjournment was only called at 
2.00 o'clock. Some hardy longlaufers chose the Elgin for their repast. Others, no 
doubt, strictly tow-skiers, ordered sandwiches delivered to the Conference Room. 

. . 
Then the election of officers took place and more debating, livelier than ever, 

took place, till finally the "game was called off because of approaching darkness" 
at 4.40 p.m. 

,. . 
Nevertheless, in spite of one of the most stormy sessions in history, the meeting 

was pronounced an unqualified success by one and all. Many important decisions 
were made, notably the Revised By-laws, Rules and Regulations went through, 
artd with it the hope that th~Association would be a still stronger and more closely 
knit body in years to come. 

with a sincere hope that 
no one had a severe case 
of "Sititis" - my how 
nice it was to stand ! 

Our sincere thanks 
are due to our hosts, the 
Ottawa Ski Club, for 
their great hosf>itality. 
Rooms were readily 
available at the Chateau, 
transportation provided 
from there to the "Y" 
and the Dinner Satur
aay night was a most 
enjoyable one, especially 
the Ski Movies which 
made us all pine for 
that white fluffy stuff. 

What a wonderful opportunity 
it was to meet delegates, already 
familiar through correspond
ence. The lone delegate from 
the West, Dave Spence, certainly 
proved that he could hold his 
own, not to mention the fact 
that many differences were sett
led and, once again, the East 
and West understand each 
other's problems. Space would 
not permit the mention of all 
the personalities, and as each in 
his way was as outstanding as 
the other, it wouldn't be fair to 
publicize only a few. 

So wi.th a ho-hum and aure
voir we shall make for the exits, 
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COMPETITIONS, 1949-50 
by ANDY TOMMY, Sr. 

Despite the lack of snow in the 
early part of last winter, enthusiasm 
amongst the competitors was as keen 
as ever. 

The highlight of the season was, of 
course, the F.r.s. championships 
staged at Lake Placid, New York and 
Aspen, Colorad.o. The strong con· 
,tingent of Ottawa skiers on the Cana· 
dian team, John. Clifford, Andy Tom
my, Alex McDougall, Claude. Richer, 
Amby Quinn and Raymond Des· 
rochers, demonstrated that the Ot· 
tawa Ski Club still produces many of 
the top contend:ers in this country. 

Ernie McCullough of Moutreal was 
easily th~ outstanding Canadian per
former. The ski .pro's showing was, by 
far, the best ever made by a Canadian 
in world competition. 

Although McCullough's performance 
was very encouraging, it on.ly goes 
to prove that it will be very difficult 
for our skierS! to attain per-fection 
unle·s.s they are able to spend• prac· 
tically all of their time during the 
winter on skis aSI many of the Euro
peans do. This fact is particularly 
true in connection with cross-country, 
downhill and slalom racing, but prob· 
ably does not apply to the g,ame 
extent in jumping. 

It was unfortunate that Harvey 
Clifford, who learned' his skiing in 
Ottawa, was injured before the tour· 
nament. Harvey, who has been a pro
fes·sional for the past two years a:t 
Banff, was considered by many to be 
our best bet. 

Anily Tommy's display in the Cana· 
dian championships w<;>uldt apparently 
stamp him as ·one of the most promis
ing sta:rs in the country. In addition 
to winning the Canadian junior slalom 

and combined downhill and s•lalom 
eveillts, he placed. second in the sen·ior 
combined, which was won by Egon 
Schopf of Austria. 

In what might be considered· his 
first major senior race, Claud-e Richer 
defeated every other Canadian and 
American in the World Championship 
eighteen kilometer cross-c~untry race. 
Richer also placed second to Hans. 
Holaas of the United States in the 
Canadian championships. at Banff. 
With a little more experience, ' he 
should develQp into one of the best 
ski runners ever produced in· Canada. 

The fact that the Canadian jumping 
and cross-country events are to be 
staged. at Camp Fortune this winter 
should do a great deal tQ promote 
these phases of SJkiing. In the past 
d~cade, downhill and slalom races 
have predominated the sport in the 
Ottawa d•iSitrict and, although croSIS· 

· country racin-g; outMde of the schools 
almost ceased to exist, it regained a 
fair amount of its popularity last ye·ar. 
Jumping, however, has unfortunateJy 
continued to attract little attention 
among most of ·the competitors and 
it is hoped that the improved· Locke· 
berg Ju·mp will do a great deal to make 
jumping aSI popular a'B downhill and 
slalom racing. 

Although th~re are wme differences 
ot opinion with regard to what is 
required to encourage ski jumping, 
most of the exponents agree that the 
building of some small Jumps is o~ 
of the essential factors. Until, and 
unless, this is d10ne, it is un.Ukely that 
Ottawa will produce any outstanding 
iumpers. 

The numerous postponements: of the 
events last winter, owing to the 'late 
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arrival of the snow, was quite a prob
lem to the officials but fortunately 

' they were able to hold n&arly all of 
the events. John Clifford was one com
petitor who benefited by the post
ponement of the Gatineau Zone com
bined downhill and S<lalom champion
ships. John arrived back in Ottawa 
from the World and Canadian cham
pionships in time to again capture 
the men;s event' and retain possession 
of the Journal Trophy. 

Raymond Desrochers scored a vic
tory in the Zo~e jumping champion
ship over a starry field which in
cluded several jumpers from Montreal 
.and Three Rivers. 

· , Dede Coulson took down top hon
ours in the women's Zone champion
s~lp , followed by 11-year-old Anne 
~eggtveit, while Norm Barry and 
Scott Price won the Clas S> B and C 
me~'s races, respectively. Art Tommy 
ca~rled cff both the junior . d·ownhill 
and slalom. 

· The Ottawa Ski Club's downhilJ and 
slalom championships went to George 
Grossman and F,rancoise Olivier, with 
the former gaining possession .of the 
Alex W e.st Memorial Trophy. 

In the night slalom staged on the 
Beamish Hill, Mary Ewart, wh<1 did 
very little competitive skiing last win
ter, placed· first in the women's race 
while Norm Barry won the Class B 
title. 

Gttawa Ski Club members• also 
!!tarred in outside meets. Art Tommy 
finished firs.t in the Tas·chereau down
hili rac-e on Mont Tremblant~·- with 

Glen> Fraser capturing the ·runner-up 
spot in the Junior "A" Class. Art a·lso 
tied George GroS>sman for second 
place in the senior Central Canad:ian 
slaJoom championships at Collingwood. 
The race was won by R on Carwardine, 
who also took down combined honour-s. 
Grossman p.laced second in this 
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event, fol.Jowed by the younger of the 
Tommy brothers. 

The following are the Club Cham
pionship results for downhill and 
slalom: 

Men's Combined 

1. George Grossman ................. . 
2. Ron Carwardine ................... . 
3. Frank Devine ....... , ................. . 
4. Gordie Belot .......................... .. 
5. Russ Smart ........................... . 
6. Bob Jones ............................. . 
7. Ed. Hughes .................... ...... .. 
8. Paul Allen ............................ .. 
9. Bruce Kirby .......................... .. 

10. Amby Quinn ........................ .. 
11. Alex Heggtveit ..................... . 
12. Scott Naylor ........................ .. 
13. Tom Donovan .: ..................... . 
14. Frank Benoit ..... :.: .. : .......... ~ .. .. 
15. J~hn BergeTon ' ....... :: ........... .. 
16. Barry Baker ........................ :. 
17. Bt11 Jenkins .......................... .. 

1.18 
8.86 
9.24 
9.43 

11.85 
11.95 
13.48 
13.95 
16.16 
19.64 
20.00 
26.47 
26.93 
2·7.89 
35.52 
39.82 
46.84 

18. Drew Hearnden .................... 47.85 
19. Ted Platt .......................... :..... 4!!..64 
20. Paul Smith ............................ '58.53 

Ladies' Combined 

t. Francoise Olivier ..... , .......... .. 
2. June Fuller ........................... . 
3. Pierrette Vlau ....................... . 
4. Dede Coul-son ----. -~, ........... : ... .. 
5. Betty, Wright .--·;··---r: .......... , .•. 
6. Mary Wyles ............. , .......... ~ .. 
7. Joan FeTrier ......................... . 
8. Betty _Stevens ....... : ............... . 

1.00 
~.34 

7.35 
7.78 

11.59 
16.90 
19.24 
22.07 

9. Florence Brady ...................... · 25,14 
10. Ann Chisholm ........................ 47.3~ 
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diction }$tyled! 

Built to stand the strain of high-speed 

turns ... to give you day-lqng comfort 

on the trail ... to stand up seasi:in after 

season . . . Daoust gives you everything 

you want in a ski boot. Action-styled, 

action-tested, Daoust sports footwea~

is designed by experts. 

DAOUST LALONDE INC. 
MONTREAL 

Makers of Athletic Footwear f~r 
HOCKEY FIGURE SKATING - BASEBALL - FOOTBALL 

SKIING · - GOLF - BOWLING - TRACK ·. ; 
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THE NIGHT RIDER~SEASON 1949-50 
by JOHN . CLIFFORD 

With the accelerated development of skiing facilities at Camp 
Fortune it has become more necessary to concentrate on special assigned 
tasks ~s well as taking care of more maintenance work. 

Th~ projects undertaken and other work were carried out with the 
approval of Director Doug Carmen and under the active leadership of 
Bo'b Clifford and his lieutenants Norm. Barry and Bob Irving. 

The projects accomplished are as follows : 
(1) New Paradise Valley Hill: 

(a) Cut the smaller trees and brush, which were left by the 
woodcutters. 

(b) Cut connecting trails to "Mile-A-Minute", and Traveler's, 
also new downhill run between the Bonnie Brae and 
Paradise Valley. 

(2) Re-routed the lower third of Pleasant Valley, as an alternate 
·for the Canyon, bringing it out closer to the main lodge. 

(3) Re-opened and widened the COte-du-Nord cut-off, with an 
improved outrun, finishing nearer to Dunlop's parking lot. 
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Included in the maintenance work : 

( 1) Repaired bridges, especially the 
had completely collapsed. 

(2) Some brushing on _open hills and 

During the winter months: 

( 1) Some cross-checking particularly 
Hill. 
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Great Divide bridge which 

trail clearing. 

on the Viscount Alexander 

(2) Preparing hills and trails for racing events and attending to 
telephones, slalom poles, etc. 

Throughout all this there was sustained interest and enthusiasm. 
We welcome the formation of the Trail Riders who are assuming 

more responsibility for trail clearance. The growing spirit of co
operation between the two groups is enabling them to ·provide an even 
fuller service to the members of the Club. 

During the past fall clearing the sides of the Locke berg Jump and 
assisting · in the actual reconstmction work there was the major task. 
An excellent Junior practice jump adjacent to the main one was also 
cleared. 
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List of Night Riders is as follows: 

Dave Miclgely 
Ed. Hughes 
Tack La Sueur 
boug. Minnes 
Glen Fraser 
Bob Irving (Lieut.) 
Vincent Midgely 
Bob Clifford (Capt.) 

New enrolments are as follows: 

Andy Davison 
Lawrence Jones 
Tom Wright 
Ronald McFadden 
Dave Welton 
Dave Brown 
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Roy Ridgewell 
Nick Keushnisky 
George Miles 
Don Sinclair 
Bill Jenkins 
Norm Barry (Lieut.) 
Glen Lowes 
Don Freduedenberg 

Don Geddes 
Cam Ferguson 
Don Ferguson 
Jack Read 
Hugh Dolan 

Each Sunday ex-Night Riders were among those who lent a hand 
to the development of· the Lockeberg jump. They are as follows: 

George Hay 
Sigurd Lockeberg 
Jim McNiven 
Herbert Marshall 
Roger Vincent 
Bob McGriffin 
Cecil Clark 
Alex McDougall 
Jack Nevins 
John Bergeron 
Jean Boyer 

Ian Fripp 
John Fripp 
Shaun Fripp 
Frank Devine 
Spike McFarlane 
Claude Richer 
Ted Crain 
Roddy Blais 
Eric Marshall 
Jack McEwan 
Geof Crain 

After such an industrious fall the Night Riders are looking forward 
to a long winter of skiing- who knows perhaps they may produce the 
future jumping champion of Canad·a. 

BARNES DRUG STORE 
Agents For 

HARRIET HUBBARD A YER 
and DUBARRY COSMETICS 

Phone 2-9449 

BANK STREET AT GLADSTONE AVE. 
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BELLE CLAIRE HOTEL 
227 QUEEN ST. OTTAWA DIAL 2-7351 

A hotel with many distinctions including excellent 
meals at reasonable prices, comfortable bedrooms 

and the ever popular 

Mic-Mac Lounge 

ATTENTION SKIERS! 
WHAT PROTECTION HAVE YO·U 

AGAINST ACCIDENTS? 
The Policy we sell at a cost ot" $10.00 annually or $25.00 for 

three years gives you the following benefits: 

$20.00 a week if you are disabled. 
HOS.PITAL INDEMNITY $4.00 per day up to 21 days. 

$20.00 Operating Room and Anesthetic. 
Accidental Death and Dismemberment $2000.00 (increased 
annually to $2,500.00. 

Automobile Accidents-
Accidents in public places and on preferred occupations also 

covered. 

A. GORDON McLENNAN & SON 
Office 
2-1134 

63 Sparks Street 
OTTAWA, ONT. 

Residence 
2--0194 

ART VVORK ENGRAVING 
BLUEPRINTS - PHOTOSTATS 

CRABTREE GRAVURE LIMITED 
317 QUEEN STREET DIAL 2-1587 
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A Complete General Insurance Service 

COMMUNITY INSURANCE AGENCY 
WM. T. TROY 

Fire, Automobile, Surety Bonds, Plate Glass 
Accident and Sickness 

202 QUEEN _STREET PHONE 3·3327 OTTAWA 

IRII 1 .aAR ~lit 
FOR WEEKLY GUESTS AT .• )"RQ~r_t~ 

Slopes and Trails for all from Novice to Ex
pert in this Snow Bowl of the Laurentians. 

~ 
On Sutuet 
MountctiA 

Free use of giant 4,000 Foot Electric T-Bar Lift to at St. Donat 

guests staying one week or longer. New Ba,by Tow and 4-mile 
Downhill Trail for Beginners. Ski School and Shop. 
Superb French, Italian and American Cuisine. Orchestra every Saturday 
Night. Cocktail Bar. Modern Lodge: Rates Payable in Canadian Funds 
-$8.00 to $10.00 Daily per Person, (Meals Included). The latter rate 
includes complete private bath- Write for New Slci-Mop Folder 
room. Also heated Chalets. Drive J 
or Take Express Bus from Mont· lJShar IN QUEBEC 
real right to our door. Bus connects /"<~ 
with trains arriving in Montreal ST. DONAT, P.Q., CANADA 
in the Morning. Tel. St. Donot 57~(vio Ste. Agothe) 

For Latest Information on Ski Resorts - Ski Tours 
See 

ALLAN'S TRAVEL SERVICE 
63 SPARKS ST. OTTAWA PHONE 3-4956 

RESERVATIONS MADE WITHOUT CHARGE 
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SKIING TODAY IS ALL DOWNHILL 
by CHARLES J. WOODSWORTH 

Out on the snow-covered Gatineau 
hiHs a revolution is in progress. So 
suddenly has it come about that rela· 
tively few of the thousands of skiers 
concerned have .realized fully •the 
transformation that ha& taken place 
already in the character of one of the 
world·'s finest sports, or the further 
changes it portends. 

Time was, not so many years ago, 
when the majodty' of Orttawa. skiers 
revelled in the delights of trail run· 
ning-to the exclusion• of all e·lse. 
Week-end after week-end, city s-kiers 
in the•ir thousand-s followed the hard· 
grooved trails winding sinuously over 
the forested hHls of the Gatineau. 
They skied singly, in pairs, in- smaH 
groups; now panrting and poling up· 
ward, herringbone style; now swoop· 
ing downward• with a rush of cold air 
on tingling cheeks, trees flying past In 
a blur; now converging for lunch and 
restful chatter in the warmth of Canip 
Fortune• or Pink Lake lodges. 

A few l).ardy ooul•s with india-rubber 
muscles and iron lungs forsook the 
trails for the open- slopes hacked free 
of trees and underbrush in the vicini•ty 
of Cawp For.tune. Thes•e were the 
downhill skie-rs, lads• who obviousffy 
found' neithe-r beauty nor poetry in 
the w.ood-ed trails, but whose sole 
thrill lay in speed. Speed and more 
speed•; with attempts now and then 
to twist and turn in the fashion of 
Norwegia~,and Austrian expe·rts. 

Tough wf?rk, toiling up, step by step 
up the high, ·steep slope:r-all for a 
few second!~ of swift 'downhill flight! 
Too much exertion for most · skiers, 
who found it easier and more enjoy
able to spend ~their day on the trails, 

wirthout bothering to learn compli· 
cated d'ownhidl techniques at the ex· 
pense· of endless effort. 

That was the picture until a few 
yearS' ago. Ottawa developed a few 
good ski jumpem, a few good slalom 
experts. It excelled in cross-country 
runners-young fellows who could 
hold their own in ·ski marathons with 
lads from anywhere· else in Canada. 

The ski •tow has changed all that. 
Ski tows are not very nerw. Resorts, in 
the Swiss and Austrian Alps had them 
years ago. But on this continent they 
have become widely known only since 
the tlli-rties, with the boom in the 
po-puJarilty of skiing. 

First to adopt them in Eastern 
Canada were the- popular centres in 
the Laurentians just outside of Mont· 
real-St. Sauveur, Ste. Adele, Mont 
Tremblant. A ye•ar or two before the 
war they made their appearance here, 
the Ottawa Ski Club operating tows 
on a concession basis• on two or three 
of the most popular h-ills in the Camp 
Fortune area-Dome, the Slalom, and 
Mort's, the l-ast named a-fter the club's 
late beloved mentor, Charles E. Mor· 
tureux. Since then tows have been 
erected at Wakefield·, Low and else· 
where. 

The effect of the tows was· imme
d·iate, lasting. To say that skiers 
dese·rted the rtrai:ls for the slalom 
slopes en masse and overnight would 
be to exaggerate. Not enough of them 
knew the technique of controlled 
downhill running for that. 

But f-rom the start the tows attract· 
ed all manner of skiers· only too happy 
to take up downh!Il skiing once the 
drudgery of up'hlll climbing had been 
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eliminated. To ma,s•ter the methods 
taught by the great AuSJtr!an ins.trilc
tor, Hans Schneider, of Aarlberg 
school fame, means long, hard· prac
tice .. But the rudiments could be pick
ed up quickly enou'gh. Once learned, 
almost anyone except a complete tyro 
could zig-zag d·own· those forbidding 
slalom slopes· with relative safety. 

Today 'the tow-equipped s.lalom hills 
at .Camp Fortune, Wakefield and Low, 
on a week-end resembl~ ant hills. 
They are literally swarming with 
skiers. Soon after the big car motors 
that drive the tows start with a roar 
about 10 a.m., and the long rope 
begins. 1to revolve endless-ly around 
the huge pulleys, the uphill procession 
starts. Leather-mittened hands grasp 
the swiftly-running rope, · loosely at 
first, then tight, and the skier-poles 
dangling or he,ld under the arm, is 
wh!rledJ forward and up, at 15 miles 
an hour or better. There may be only 
one section to the tow, or the skier 
may transfer from one tow to the 
next, then to another stLll higher. 

tn any event in a few moments he 
is at -the top. And with a brief pause 
to adjust "do.wnhills" to get maximum 
root control, he is ofl'-"schuss·ing" it 
s·traight or angling in broad falling 
sweeps. skiis neatly parallel, a cloud 
of fine snow swirling up behindJ as 
the ski ed-ges grind and siice the hard
packed surface. A few se·conds• only, 
and the skier winds up, still under 
control. in a graceful, skidding whirl 
at the foot of the ·ski tow, ready to be 
whLsked up and do it all over again. 

The res.ult? It means, first, that ski 
practice can be telescoped; as: much 
downhill running jammed· into a single 
day as form~rly into a season. That 
means. developing expert slalom skiers 
-and· a great many more of them. tt 
means an era of real stY'le in skiing. 
Sltyle not confined to a few but 
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acquired by the mass of skiers. As 
control is learned, it means• also safer 
skiing; fE.wer accidents. And because 
ski tows. mean concentration of great 
numbers of skiers in one spot, it 
means the opening of many more 
slalom hills in the Ottawa area to 
accommodate the growing army of 
enthusiasts. 

Conversely, it means, and has 
m ean.t, a big drop in the number of 
trail skiers and cross-country runners 
-a tre-nd which ·may well affect Ot
tawa'SI high standing in this branch of 
the s-port. The trend· is one which 
worries• many an old•time skier who 
loves the trails and dislikes the slalom 
hills on which (though he is reluc
tanrt to ailmit it) his techinque is in
adequate and he feels neither 
r.ompetent nor safe. But in years. t( 
come older skiers will have this com
pensation: the ski tow which does the 
hard work may well prolong their 
enjoyment of the sport another 10 
years or more. 
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5-9392 

DINING ROOM ' * ACCOMMODATION 
SKI TOWS 

10 Miles from Ottawa . . , High in the Gatineau Hills 
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GILBERT & MORRISON 
TRAVEL AGENCY 

Steamship, Airline and Bus Tickets 
Tours and Cruises · 

Hotel and Resort Reservations 
No Extra Charge for Service 

TELEPHONE 2-9663 228 ELGIN STREET 

THE DISPENSARY For the Best in 

MUSGROVE'S Care and Treatment 

DRUG STORE of Your Hair 

F. W. MUSGROVE -Try-

CORNER 

BANK and NEPEAN 

STREETS Hair S!ylisl 

2-1882 
OTTAWA 

196 Sparks St. 

PHONE 2-3771 OTTAWA- ONT. 

THE STANDARD DRUG STORES 
PHARMACIES GARNEAU 

138 Rideau Street 
OTTAWA- ONTARIO 

3-5603 

154 Chemin Montreal Road 
EASTVIEW - ONT ARlO 

5-2656 
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FIRST AID SERVICES 
By HOWARD S. BERGIN 

Captain of Ski Patrol, St. John Ambulance Brigade, 
Ottawa Ambulance Division No. 73 

These beautiful Gatineau hills are yours to enjoy fully. 
Let not an accident cast a. deep shadow over them. 

Eager are we each year to don our skis and glide through this wonderla.ud 
of beautiful snowy slopes; thousands of us look forward to this jaunt all . week 
knowing that it will bring healthful relaxation from our daily ·~ares. 

Accidents unfortunately continue 
each year to take their heavy toll. 
Many of us are satisfied to say simply: 
"It's an act of God," "It's Faith" or 
"Just bad Luck," "Fortunately the St. 
John Ambulance Brigade have an 
efficient staff to look after us." This 
is· not enough. 

We of the St. John Ambulance 
Brigade are much concerned with your 
safety, and would feel very happy 
indeed if we could return to the ci-ty 
each week-end without having to re
port a serious accident. We are 
firmly convinced that all of these 
serious accidents can and will be pre
vented if we can obtain your whole
hParted support, but we must have 
the closest co-operation of every 
skier. 

Last season a Committee for the 
Safety of Skiers, Gatineau Park area 
was formed, with Mr. E. K. 
Quipp of Mountain Lodge as Chair
man, and the following district repre
sentatives: Mr. E. S. Richards, Park 
Superintendent, Federal nistrict, Gat
inPau Park; Mr. James .S. Patrick, 
Rr·cretary, Ottawa Ski Club; . Mr. M. 
.T. Scobie, Chalet Beamish; Mr. John 
Clifford, operator of ski tows; Mr. 
Alvin 0. Bergin, the late Frederick J. 
Spindler and the wriJm: representing 
the St. Jo~n Ambulance Hrigade. We 
are definitely detenmined 'by well 
planned safety measures to ·stamp 
out all serious accidents. In order to 

accomplish this, we need the goodwill 
and "esprit de corps" of each and 
every one of you. We know as you are 
good sportsmen, you will do your part, 
·by reading and obse.rving, for your 
very own protection, the Safety Rules 
which will be posted .from time to 
time in the lodges; and that you will 
accept in good faith, thos·e safety 
instructions or precautions ·brought to 
your attention on the trails by mem
bers of our various Ski .Patrols; such 
as the Night RideTs the Trail Riders 
and the St. John Ambulance Brigade. 

Today skiing has followed the trend 
of the age and has of course become 
mechanized. Formerly, the only 
means to reach the- summit of any hill 
·was on foot, a long and tedious task, 
therefore very few skiers would ski 

. on the fast and higher slopes, leaving 
them soft and in beautiful condition; 
accidents were thus practically un
heard of. Today, however, this pic
ture has changed, we have ski tows 
on practically every hill; thousands of 
skiers are pulled up these high slopes 
every week-end, and of course thou
sands come down in every conceivable 
manner, creathig hard,dug-out and 
sometimes icy conditions. The snow 
is frequently worn down to the extent 
where tree stumps and stones make 
their appearance, creating very haz
ardous conditions. You can readily 
understand that it is essential that a 
more rigid control over the use and · 



48 

' 

I· 
I 
I 
' ., 
! 
' ; . 
i 

OTTAWA SKI CLUB 

'·'Ottawa's Largest Sport Centre" 

SKI HEADQUARTERS 
Jor 

JACKETS - SLACKS - BOOTS 

. 
GRESVIG and JOHANSENE NILSEN SKIS 

CCM LAMINATED SKIS- DODDS "CHALET" SKIS 

STEEL and CA.NE POLES 

SKI BOOTS - BINDINGS - WAXES 

RUCK SACKS- BELT BAGS 

SKIS TO RENT- SKIS REPAIRED 

GEORGE BOURNE 
REG'D. 

151 RiDEAU ST~EET DIAL 3-8407 
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care of these fast hills be established, 
such as the marking or flagging .ot 
areas as they become dangerous. 

In order to ~~pe with the situation 
we are therefore establishing SAFE 
Cross Country · trails, known as "C" 
trails, without any fast or steep hills, 
for the use and enjoyment of the 
AVERAGE SKIER, so that he wlll be 
able to get out on the trails without. 
fear of being carried back. 

~'B" trails lead to fairly fast slopes 
but not considered dangerous for the 
skier who has some control over his 
skis; however1 you must be able to 
control them, i.e., slow down, turn, or 
stop if necessary in the middle of a 
hill. When travelling these trails 
learn to observe snow conditions and 
watch for changes, they may become 
icy in late afternoon, especially after 
a comparatively mild day, just at a 
time when -'you are tired and there
fore have less control. Also, always 
travel in groups, stopping occasion·any 
in order to ascertain if all are with 
you. Should an accident occur, make 
the patient as comfortable as possible 
without moving. him, cover him up as 
warmly as possible, this will control 
shock which follows every accident 
and can be fatal. Send immediately 
for the St. John Ambulance and Ot
tawa Ski Club Patrols, and a special 
ambulance sleigh will be dispatched 
from the nearest point. 

"A" trails are definitely not for the 
novices, they are for the experts; and 
please do not be a self-styled expert, 
and we mean it. Many who are barely 
able to direct their skis even on level 
ground are taking these fast slopes; 
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fatigue at that hour weakening con
trol, then, visibility may be poor, 
all contributing towards the pos
sibility of a serious accident. We 
pick up many expert skiers each sea
son, so keep off these trails when they 
are iced or classified as "dangerous", 
SKI SAFELY PLEASE. 

All Ski Patrol members are volun
teer workers who love the sport and 
the satisfaction of helping others. 
They very often make long tedious 
trips to assist strangers, so when 
they ask for · your assistance please 
help, won't you? You may some day, 
even if an expert, need assistance. We 
know-our records prove it. 

To all our St. John Ambulance 
Brigade, Nursing Divisions, and to the 
Ottawa Ski Club Patrol units we ex
tend our deepest appreciation for the 
wonderful co-operation and assistance 
given us last season; you were really 
tireless in ·your efforts and most 
obliging. 

To all members of the Club: Good 
luck, deep snow and safe skiing! 

THE LATE 
FREDERICK J. SPINDLER 

It is with deepest regret that we 
bring to your attention the sudden 
death recently of our beloved Super
intendent Frederick J. Spindler long 
service member of Ottawa Ambulance 
Division, No. 73. 

Fred was very well known and 
liked by thousands of skiers, having 
been exceedingly · active on the ski 

very often on a dare from some idiotic trails ·for many years. He was tire-
and irresponsible member of a party, 
resulting in many of oirr · serious ac
cidents. Experts must ever be on 
the alert for icing of these trails to
wards evening, also the possibility of 

less in his efforts and always had a 
cheery word for every<>ne. Last sea
son he was on duty every week-end 
at the Chalet Beamish. His memory 
and great work will live on. H.B. 
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COMPARATIVE REPORT 
YEARS, 1949 and 1950 

Occurrences Reported to Our St. John Ambulance Brigade First Aid Units 
In the Gatineau Zone Under My. Jurisdiction 

Coverage-Approximately 13 Week-ends each year 

1949 1950 
Total Number of Case Treatments 4 Units ---------------- 2Q-7 110 
Male ........................ .................................................................... 118 70 

Female ············-------····· ·-----------------··-------········-----------------·········--- 89 40 

Nature of Occurrences 
Fractures and Suspected Fractures of Limbs .................. 30 22 

Upper Limbs, Male ........................................................ 3 1 
Female .................................................... 6 1 

Lower Limbs, Male ................................................. :...... 10 1~ 
Female .................................................... 11 6 

Vomer Bone, Male .......................................................... 0 1 
Spine Male .......................................................... "0 1 
Sprains and Strains ........................................................ 70 25 
Upper Limbs and Chest, Male .................................. 14 3 

Female .............................. 14 4 
Lower Limbs and Abdomen, Male ............................ 19 11 

Female ...................... 23 7 
Miscellaneous. Injuries: Including Lacerations, Con· 

tusions, Blisters, Cramped Muscles, Shock, Con-
cussilm, Exhaustion, etc. ............................................ 82 51 

Male ······························································-············ 56 36 
Female .... .................................................................... 21i 15 

Burns; Including Brush Burns and Scalds .................... 6 2 
Male .......... 5 1 
Female ...... 1 1 

Dislocations .............................................................................. 2 1 
Male ............................ ........................................................ 2 1 
Female .............................................................................. o 0 

Note: Fracture-Dislocations not included 
Gastric and Other Disturbances; Epistaxis .................... 17 9 

Male ·······························----·········----·····--·············-····--········ 8 3 
Female ................................................................................ 9 6 

Compliments of 

THE BORDEN COMPANY LTD. 
OTTAWA DAIRY DIVISION 

PHONE 2-5741 
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This Blazer is made of the finest flannel or serge. Is available in double· 
breasted military jacket style with patch pockets. Color blue only. We carry 

a complete stock of regimental crests and buttons. 

OAKS ENGLISH 
FLANNELS 

All Sizes 
28 to 44 
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THEY NEED YOUR SUPPORT 
by J.P. TAYLOR 

Funds will again be needed this year to help finance the 1952 
Canadian Olympic Ski team. Despite the fact that it appears early 
to undertake the· raising of money, it shQuld be borne in mind that the 
Winter Olympics are being staged in Norway at the beginning of 
1952. 

Furthermore, our team will have 
to be selected arrd the competitors 
should begin training n-ext Fall, which 
means that sufficient money to finance 
a strong contingent of skie.rs should 
be available to the Committee by the 
end of this Winter. 

In past years it has always been 
a la;st-mirrute scramble to obtain the 
minimum amount of funds required. It 
is hoped that the Committee will not 
be faced with a similar s-ituation this 
time. 

Various suggestions concerning 
ways to raise money were offered 
at the Annual M-eeting of .the Canadian 
Amateur . Ski As-oociation. Some skiers 
wanted to assess each member of the 
clubs but this· suggestion was not 
generally approved, p~rincipally owing 
to the fact that, in localities like Ot
tawa and Toronto, many skiers belong 
to clubs, whereas in Montreal most 
of the clubs are composed of competi
tors while the majority of peroons do 
not belong to any organized· body. 

One other method, the showing of 
ski films, has proved much more suc
cessful in Montreal and Twonto· than 
here. For some unknown reason the 
.response to this form of entertainment 
has not been very enthusiastic in 
Ottawa. 

Last year moSit of the funds needed 
to finance the seven Ottawa boy.s on 
the F.I.S. team, who competed m 
the World's• championships in the 
United States, were raised by the 
Gatineau Ski Zone Committee by 
donations from firms and ·skiers. This 
method, however, placed the burden 

on a few pocsons. 
In the writers opinion a raffle would 

entail less work and would produce 
better results than other means. It 
would, however, require the support of 
the skiers. 

Some persons feel that it is a waste 
of money to send Canadian skiers to 
international competitions. They claim 
that their showing does not wa;rrant 
the expendrture involved. The results 
in past competitions disprove this 
theory. 

Skiers in Canada are, as yet, not 
on a par with Europeans but they are 
gradually catching up with them and 
it should not be a long time until we 
are able to produce champions. We 
have the advantage, if it can be con· 
l:'idered as -such, of having a fairly long 
Winter and we also have some of 
the best ski terrain in the world. 
However, we lack exp-erience but this 
can best be gained in· international 
competition. 

In the 1936 Olympics the best Cana
dian did not place among the first 
thirty-five contestants· in. the down
hill or slalom, whereas Ernie Mc
Cullough of Montreal captured fifth 
position in the slalom in the 1950 
F.r.s. championships. 

Much more money will be required 
to semi each skier to Norway than 
was needed to have them compete m 
the United States last Winter. Al· 
though Ottawa will not have to bear 
the total expenses of each of its rep
resentatives· on the Olympic team, a 
considerable amount will have to be 
collected and it is definitely preferable 
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wLf[ app 'tecla te 

OU't 

• We furnish the food to satisfy appetites whetted to keenest 
edge by a run on the ski trails. 

• Individual box lunches can be prepared or parties of skiers 
may order tasty, substantial food to be served hot or cold. 

• A hot supper p.repared and served by our catering staff 
for after-ski parties at·home, will add the finishing touch to 
a glorious day oti the hills. . 

• Call Miss FenihelL or Miss Adams, our catering expert, 
2-4811, and make arrangements with them-EARLY AS 
POSSIBLE. 

Morrison • LaDtothe 
ECHO DRIVE BAKERY LIMITED 

MAKERS OF 

PAN-DANDY VITAMIN B BREADS 
WHITE, BROWN, WHOLEWHEAT and JUMBO 
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to have a small surplus than to be 
faced with a deficit. 

It is better to have a small well
equipped and trained contingent than 
a large inexperienced and poorly train
ed team; it is still better to have a 
large well-equipped and trained team. 

Judging from past performanc·es our 
prospects of placing several men on 
the Canadian team are very good. Our 
downhill and slalom skiers have rated 
highly in recE:nt years, we have_ two 
or three promising young cross-coun
try runners and, with the greatly im
proved Lockeberg Jump at Camp For
tune, the jumpers should have plenty 
of opportunity to improve their 
technique. 

So let us get behind our boys and 
support them in every possible way, 
whether the funds :should be raised 
by means of a raffle, moving picture 
or other manner. 

Photo by A. J. Sm!alowski. 

THE MORTUREUX CAIRN 
A lasting memorial to the late 

Charles E. Mortureux who presided 
over the destinies of the club for 27 
years. 

OTTAWA SKI CLUB 

SLALOM HILL 

THIS is the slalom hill. 
Pennants of yellow and red 
flutter and startle the snow 
where skiers flow 
in rapid· rhythmic turns· 
rubout ·the poles. 
Swift .prows of far-off ships 
the skis cloud their tracks 
a.nd the sneer of the &now 
curls· to a mis.ty wake 
where they veer and tack, 
zig-zag, flag to flag 
then the final plunge, 
the ultimate lunge, 
to the ed.ge of the crowd below. 
The tow of rope, 
festooned with festive sweaters, 
slacks and snoods, 
drags its &low length up the slope 
through the wood-s, 
disgorging its load at t-he top, 
•the eternal circle 
of life itself, 
turning, turning, 
l:fe renewed, 
turning, turning, 
so it goes, 
the steady flow, 
all day long, 
of restive youth, 
thronging, thronging, 
up and down, 
up and d·own. 
t,ronging. thronging, 
they never stop; 
nothing is ever still 
on the slalom hill 

ARTHUR S. BOURTNOT 
In Saturday Night. 
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For 

Skiing Satisfaetion 

USE 

. SKIS 

PROPER DESIGN 

HIGH CLASS WORKMANSHIP 

SELECTED MATERIALS 

MADE BY 
;,. 

The Peterborough Ski .& Toboggan Co. . . 

a Division of 

THE PETERBOROUGH CANOE COMPANY LIMITED 

Peterborough, Ontario, Canada -
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THE WEATHERMAN REPORTS 
by F. W. BAKER 

Working on the short end for the 
third successive year, I have little to 
say regarding the merits or demerits 
of a winter that was far from popular 
with the Ottawa skiers. I will con
tent myself, therefore, with logging 
the weather as it occurred and re
straining as much as possible from 
any comment. 

Winter began meteorologically on 
schedule with a 2-inch fall of snow 
on the 19th of November. Although 
subsequent mild weather consumed 
most of it, a light coating remained 
to hold a further fall of 6.50 inches on 
the 23rd and 24th. The temperature 
dropped to -6• and -10• on the ·27th 
and 28th respectively, which .together 
with a further snowfall of 3.60 before 
the end of the month mUJSt have 
caused a surge gf optimism among the 
skiers. And well it might, for this 
made a total of 12 inches of snow in 
November-a 5-inch gain over normal. 

On December 7th, 5 inches more or' 
the "beautiful" came, followed by four 
days of sub-zero temperatures: -1 •, -2•, 
-11- -12•. Winter had made an aus
picious· start. In fact, up until De
cember Uth everything was set to 
have an old-fashioned winter with per
fact ·skiing for four solid months. But 
just then the whole thing went to 
pieces. Temperatures mounted to 40 •, 
47• and 34• on successive days accom
panied by light rain. This was but a 
harbinger of what was to follow, for 
on December 18th began a rainy 
period lasting five day15 with a rainfall 
of 2.27 inches. During this time the 
temperatures ranged from the high 
30's to 50• . . Record·s went by the 
board and only half-an-inch of snow 
resting lightly on bare ground saved 

u~ technically from a green Christmas. 
These grim lines appeared on the of· 
ficial records of the Dominion Ex· 
perimental Farm on December 27th: 
"The countryside is lOQo% clear of 
snow and this morning the main lawn 
appears equally fresh and green as in 
the early fall. This condition has not 
been equalled in the sixty years of 
records . of this farm." The month 
ended with a snowfall of 3.75 inches 
of snow but the New Year ushered in 
a rainy period lasting four days. 

January not only started with rain 
falling, but on the 4th and 5.th tem· 
peratures soared to 52•. Naturally, 
the hills and· trails were again com
pletely bare. On the 6th fell 3.& inches 
of snow, followed by two days at 13 
below, but on the third day the .tem
perature skyrocketed to 46• above. 
January the 13th brought a refreshing 
summer rain, complete with a beauti
ful rainbow framed In a blue, June 
sky. However, from the 19th until 
the 25th it snowed intermittently to 
the tune of 9.70 inches. Perhaps you 
remember the day of the 25th when 
everybody laboured with the snow
shovel to clear out the laneway. But 
the labour was in vain, for on the 26th 
came a Chinook which quickly wiped 
out the huge piles of snow which hall 
been stacked up so carefully. 

On the last day of the month, how
ever, winter staged a come-back with 
4 inches of snow and sea:sonable tem
peratures. 

February gg_~ down .to the serious 
business of getting things back to 
normal. The temperatures stayed 
d'own, and 1.10 inches of snow on the 
6th plus 4.75 on the lOth bol·stered up 
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A. L. & W. Skirite Equipment 
SUPER VERTICAL 

Freezes You To Your Skis 

For supreme control in downhill skiing. Tested and accla i med by world's 
foremost downhill skiers. 
SUPERVERTICAL forms a bond between sk ier and skis. 
SUPERVERTICAL consists of a Y formed leather strap. It complete ly 
encircles instep and ankle is secured to the sides of the ski by strong side 
lugs. · 

No. 18000 .................................... Price per set $3.50 
(Cables and binding not included) 

• SKIS-A large selection of the best Imported and Domes·tic Models. 
• BINDINGS-14 Models including the famous M lkro Micrometer adjustable 

and Tempo with Double front spring cables. 
• POLES-A large variety to choose from , featuring the famous Skirite 

guaranteed Shur- Lock octagonal Telescop ic poles. 
• A large selection of boots; clothing; and sundr ies. Ask to see the new 

si lver tip ski point protector and ski boot heel protectors and many 
other items of i nterest to the skier. 

ALLCOCK, LAIGHT & WESTWOOD CO. LTD. 
21)6 Parkhurst Blvd., Leaside, Ont. (Toronto) 

WOODS ROUGH RIDER 

SHIRTS andSKIPANTS 

WOODS ARCTIC BRAND 

DOWN-LINED COATS 
For Warmth and Comfort 

WOODS ARCTIC BRAND 

SLEEPING ROBES 
Famous All Over the World 

See Your Dealer or Write for Booqlet to 

MA 9125 

Woo~s Manufaeturing Co. 
LIMITED 

HULL QUEBEC 
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BECAUSE OF A BENT 

STEERING KNEE 
Unbalanced wheels, bent knees, 

misaligned frames aren't just 

nuisances to the driver. They 

wear out car and tires, cause 

steering parts failure, loss of 

control blow outs • ACCI-

DENTS! BEFORE that hap· 

pens, come in for Safety 

checkup o·n our scientific BEAR 

Equipment. 

BEAR 

* Thank your repair 
man for "the acci
dent that did not 
happen". 

* 
SERVICE 

J. ALEX MacDONALD 

Proprietor 

PHONE 3-5629 

137 ALBERT STREET 

OTTAWA SKI CLUB 

the 4 inches bequeathed by January. 
A snowfall of 9.00 inches on the H.th 
continued the good work and by the 
~8th another 14.60 inches had been 
added, which made a total of 29.35 
for the month. It was truly a typical 
Ottawa February. There were no 
thaws; the temperature dropped to 19 
below on the 2·0th and 22 below on 
the 21st; the _last nine days showed 

· continuous sub-zero weather. 

The first seven days of March pro
duced sub-zero mdnimums, dropping to 
29 below on the 4th for the coldest day 
of the year. By the 18th the mean tem
perature was ·10° below the March 
average .and at the end of the month 
was still 6° down. There was almQst 
20 inches of snow, which came in 
moderate well-timed doses, and none 
of. it was lost. Surely this was a 
better-than-average March for skiers 
and made some amends for a winter 
that had exceeded all records for 
fickleness. 

To sum up: the total s.nowfall until 
the end of March was 89.65 inches, 
about 2.5 above the average, and 6.75 
more than the winter of 1948-49. The 
joker . in the pack was a rainfall of 
8.24 inches and heat waves that had 
no busin€sS drifting so far north. So 
this is my story of the unforgettable 
winter of 1949-50, but remember I 
didn't make the weather-! just 
recorded it. 

BOLO-DROME 
BOWLING ALLEYS 

Air-Conditioned 
Opened All Year Round 

Snack Bar 
·and 

Full Course Meals 
230 Queen Street 
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HINTS ON WAXING . 
Study waxing; it will pay dividends. It is an art and cannot be 

learned thoroughly in a short time. Don't abandon the use of it 
just · because you have had a couple of bad experiences. The wrong 
wax or the right wax improperly applied is often worse than none, but 
the right wax properly applied is well worth the trouble. 

Waxing for new dry snow is not nearly as essential as it is for 
clogging and wet snow. Never ski on wet snow without wax. Under 
these conditions wax not only aids considerably in climbing but also 
protects the skis from water. 

Always carry a tube of klister or skare for wet or icy snow, one of 
medium wax for clogging snow and a block of graphite paraffin for 
added speed at all times. 

Consult experienced skiers 'before waxing your skis. 
Try your wax for a while before passing final judgment. Don't 

condemn or prai~ it until you have given it a fair trial. 
Skis should be cooled before placing them in the snow. 
Wax should never ·be melted on a stove and is best applied m a 

warm room. 
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I.N.S. HAS A .NIGHTMARE 
by I. NORMAN SMITH 

Had an awful dream last night. and lookouts along the trails so ·that 
you could g.tance at the view while 
having your engine tun-ed and not los-e 
time. 

• • • 

Some thug had invented a kind of 
ski-machine. A tractor-like be-lt mov· 
ing backward along the bottom and 
forward• along the top of each ski, 

··\t _. Well, there may be some who will somehow a.ttached by wire to fi sm"ll 
write in for details about the Skiportable -engine carrie-d· on·,. the back 

in a haversack. Joy's construction.. My aim, let me 

Camp Fortune was murdered. Thestl 
damn things made ruts on the trails, 
each ski-machinist following the other 
with a sap-like grin on his face as he 
passed a few "old characters" still 
using the onoe- foot· after - an<>ther 
theory. The droning engines beat off 
the chickadees from those quiet places 
along the Skyline Trail, Arthur Bouri
not's ~·eer were seen no more and the 
wood's only tracks were oil stains. 
The main hills stank of the exhaust 
of 427 engin-es chugging their zig-zag 
traverse up the slope. Even g<>ing 
down they'd keep their infernal com
bustion machines going, revving up in 
roaring show-off -turns and swishes. 
Inside the camp Itself it was . so noisy 
you couldn't hear the counter attend
ant say there was no milk that day. 
The louts all took their englneg· l.n 
with them, tinkering, racing motors, 
spilling gas over the tables, jabbering 
endlessly about tappets and cylinders 
and a new thing some fel•low at 
Tremblant was· bringing out which 
would enable you to gear right or le.ft 
ski tractor to diffe-rent speeds thus 
affording a sort of mechanical Tele
mark. 

The machine was. called Ski-Joy, 
and when you used it you were Ski
J<>ying. They cost $3·1.85 fitted and 
the Club was preparing to build gas 
and repair huts· at all beauty _spots 

·make clear; is something else. If there 
are any who ski for the fun and· exer
cise and the quiet of the woods and 
the emJbracing warmth of physical 
exhaustion-then come over to · tliis 
end of the cabin and. I'll tell you of 
another such invasion of Nature by 
the horrible that was defeated in a 
one-night campaign. 

Sh, now. Keep this quiet. 

It was one of those hill-ciroled 
Gatlneau lakes. In olden days to avoid 
breaking the spell of peace the Indians 
and thos-e whites who followed early 
kept their paddles in the water on 
the back stroke, the blade turned. -to 
cut ne'er a ripple•. And even up to 
recent years "city slickers" used to 
walk out on a rock-point and listen to 
the evening silence of the d-arking 
hills and perhaps count the whip
poor-will's thrash or walt for the later 
owl. It was "g-etting away from it aU". 
Even If you caught no fish the paddle 
or row around thE end' of the lake 
made supper or sleep a special joy. 

Then came the motor boats. And 
because the first kind waS'ted power 
and speed, they gave way t() the "out
boards"-which added the excitement 
of noise and gave the drivers a sense 
of power. 

The lake has never been the same. 
The fish left, the echoes forsook the 
answering hills, the loons: laughed and 
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said "phooey" as they flew away, the 
Sltartled deer knew an inland· stream 
where hence he'd do his watering, the 
clear clean water took on an oily coat, 
docks became oil-soaked machine 
shops, no row-lock clinked its receding 
message Off to a n<JthingneSSI, a sail 
rigged upon a canoe became a freaK' 
to view which puzzled children sum
moned mothers with wild cries. 

The boats begat boats, their engines 
ever noisier. The aim was to circle 
and figure-eight until the gas ·ran 
out and then to fill 'er up from a port
able tank and circle and flg'ure-eight 
again. Children learned easily, a flip 
of the string was all. To roar the 
engine the mos·test in the leastest 
space marked the prowess of the out
door boy or gir·l. Said their mothers: 
"Yes, you can take out .the boat, but 
go into the next bay, I can't stand you 
roarin-g off our shore all day." The 
next bay was usually that fronting the 
retreat of some stu:!Ty character who 
didn't have a motorboat ·and therefore 
offered lots of water ·and no competi
tion except maybe a canoe or skiff and 
they could usually be scared off after 
a few close curves. 

Well, I knew the lake was lost, and 
nearly every lake within engine-haul 
of a Canadian city. But it seeme-d 
some last defence should be put up, 
for one last silent token day in honor 
of glories gone but not forgotten. 

It should be some special day. 
Regatta Day! Time was when this 
meant flashing paddles, feathering 
oars, swan dives from a giddy tower, 
children doing the dog paddle, maybe 
a few sails leauing from the wind. 
Now Regatta Day mean-t motorboat 
races, class·es A to Z so everyone 
could win a prize (donated by the 
engine and gas people}. The lake 
would groan, roar, belch, buzz and 

Dancing ... 

Refreshments ... 

COURTEOUS SERVICE 

ALWAYS 
THE BEST 

FOR LESS 

The 

Avalon 
Club Ltd. 

CHELSEA HIGHWAY 

Phone 4-3206 
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DON'T 
SKI 
THIS 
WINTER 

BEFORE HAVING 

YOUR SKI WEAR 

CLEANED 

WATER PROOFED 

LUSTRATEX 

FINISHED 

Only Lyle Blackwell Ltd. 

gives you Lustratex Finish. 

Makes Clothes Crease 

Resistant - They Look 

Better - Longer. 

Cleaning at Its Finest 

0 T T A W A S K I C_ L U S 

sputter in a sort of victory parade 
of the frightfuL Only the animals and 
fish would stay away-and perhaps a 
few old-fashioned codgers who'd 
choose that day to change the location 
of the out-house. 

Regatta Day was to be my N Day, 
N for Nature. 

. ~ . 
It wasn't' ti>o hard because we plan

ned it :well, . and well in· advance. In 
fact in retrospect it all seems very 
simple and· obvious. But it took some 
working out. 

For instance-how to wreck all the 
engines, no matter inboard• or out, 
large or small, and wreck them silent· 
ly? Dope the gasoline. Obviously, •but 
we had toyed with a lot of other 
schemes• lbefore that simple expedient 
cropped up. 

Also, how to wreck all those engines 
in one night, N Day minus one, so 
that word wouldn't alert the enemy? 
I n~eded help-a decision I regretted 
because I wanted• the fun all to 
myself. 

Sue~ was the demoralization of our 
lake that I knew there'd be no help in 
it. So I imported a canoeist by name 
of Eric Morse, a fellow who I knew 
paddled the length of th~ St. Law· 
renee and· Mackenzie and Athabas·ka 
rivers each Summer and hated moto!· 
boats with an altogether admirable 
relish. 

Choice of Morse brought to mind 
my secret weapon. I never think of 
him without thinking of the can of 
stuff he once persuaded me to buy for 
my skis, to make them slide fast or 
slow, up 6r down- It was also, he 
said, good for oiling ·boots or was-h· 
ing windows and quite palatable with 
gin. 
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All in all, "Operation Slud'geup" was 
to be simple. Get a few extra tins from 
Heggtveit of 6-12+X, place 6-12+X in 
every gas tank on the lake; relax on 
Regatta Day. A piece of cake. 

We started at 21.45 hours. I to do 
the North end and he the South. As 
I said, we had planned well in ad
vance. This let us locate every engine 
that ever soiled ·the lake, except a 
few .quiet little kickers we knew to be 
used by older people only for essen
tial transport. We knew also where 
they kept their engines-(a) in the 
open, (b) in locked boathouses under 
the front doors of which you could 
swim, (c) in more securely locked 
boathouses and sheds whose locks we 
had earlier examined and· found 
~rackable by hairpin or specially mad·e 
keyS<, (d) on cottage verandahs. 

Equipment for each of us, consisted 
of a canoe, five tins of 6-12·+X, hair
pins, wire, skeleton keys, a variety of 
"excuses" which we would present if 
anyone met us on their lawu and 
asked us the reason of our nocturnal 
visit. The "excuses" ranged from a 
punotured automobile tire for which 
we were trying to borrow patches to 
a petition for which we were collect
ing signatures ll.sking the Quebec 
Governmen.t to t~:y working on our 
road. 

Reconnaissance had spotted places 
we'd have .to get in to verandahs. 
We studied their movements and 
knew when they were likely to be 
d·own the beach with neighbors or 
eating in the kitchen. One in particu
lar was going to be touch and go. 
The family all s•lept on the verand,ah 
with the machine. Eric devised a feint. 
H e set a fire in a near~eld, sprinkl
ed it with 6-12+X and scrammed. 
When the family raced to the scene 

with shovels and pails he not only 

Your Favorite Foods 
Faultlessly 

and 
Pleasingly Served 

* 
Family Style Portions 

at 
Moderate Pri~es 

* 
OPEN EVERY DAY 

ALL WINTER 

something for every 
mood and taste at 

Famous 
Drive-in Restaurant 
Prescott Highway 
Telephone 8-4121 
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SKI BOOTS, POLES 

SKATES and BOOTS 

HOCKEY STICKS 

* 
W. A. RANKIN 

LIMITED 

410-416 BANK ST. 

DIAL 6-3621 
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ENTERTAINMENT 
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got to the engine's gas tank but also 
picked up in the living room a smaH 
book on wildfloweTs he'd not seen · 
before. I rep-rimanded· him for this and 
made him burn it the next day lest it 
be found on us. After all, d1scipllne 
must be maintained: who knows but 
our little task force might be used 
again. But it was a neat manoeuvre 
by a resourceful colleague. 

If we all had the time· I'd· like to 
tell of "Operation Sludgeup" in detail. 
But I guess we haven.>t except for per· 
haps a few incidents. 

Eric had another near thing when 
two girls doing some bedtime batbing 
obliged him to wait a while in bushes 
before he could get to_ the boathouse. 
He said it threw him off schedule 
almost 15 minutes, "besides, they 
wore bathing suits". 

My own most pleasing piece of 
quick-thinking was one of those 
ounker-shot recoveries whieh usually 
r.haracterize my greatest efforts. I! 
I weren't so stupid about getting into 
trouble I'd never get a chance t~ show 
my skill at getting out of it. At one 
place I had to skirt inland along a 
little path several hund;red of yards 
to come out at the back of a cottage 
facing onto the ather side of a point. 
I'd left my 6-12+X in the canoe. To go 
back would take ages and risk dis-· 
covery. I scratched my head and 
scrounged. In a nea.I'by provisions 
shed I found a tin of Corn Syrup. 
Operation Sludgeup carried on. 

Another incident precious to my 
memory was in the boathouse of a 
great ape of a man who always raced 
his machine close .to our dock, who 
wore a sailor's cap and· seemed a 
devU with .th'e "girls and who--I was 
sur~couldln!t swim a stroke. His was 
a very posh boa.thouse, one of those 
I'cJI had: to make a key for a week 
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earlier. As• you might gues·s, he had 
a lock on his gas tank too! I was 
stumped-and I hated· this man with 
a clear, cold, unrea>soning and· glor
iously uninhibited hate. That he 
should win all tomorrow's races by 
being the only one w1th a working 
engin-e! In great gloom I stared into 
the dark waters by his dock, w-aters 
about which he had boasted the day 
I had called on him: "deepest water 
right here in· all the Gatineau, no 
one's ever ge>t bottom". Sudd'enly I 
came to. It waiS a heavy engine to 
lift, but it gurgled so nicely as it 
went down. 

But I muSit stop this d'l'ooling. 

At 03(}8 hours I was back at our 
home por.t, all engines sludged:, no 
alarums, and not ~ven one "excuse" 
expended. MOTse was not home. Nor 
at 0400 hours. I waited· on the dock, 
worrying. It would' be dawn soon and 
some e>f thooe "yachtsmen" would 
be up with the birds testing their 
engines. for the races. 

At 0415 I thought I heard a whisper, 
and jumped' a mile. Morse had: paddled 
to within three feet e>f me without my 
knowing it. "Hello slug", he said:, 
"time you got 'back". It turned out 
he'd been back at 0250 and on finding 
me still out had· padd.Jed dowii! to a 
marsh two miles away where he sus
pected he'd: find S'OIIle extra specially 

· rare wild duck that ap·parently alway·s 
ril~6'9 at 0345, .stretches its wings, 
takes a cold bath· and flies off to work. 
Eric saw his bird all right, raved. to 
me about the color of its eyes and 
the way it tucked up its feet. I broke 
in to ask whether he'd sludge·d. his 
engines. "Oh those!" he s-a-id. "Sure, 
no troubie at all. By the way, I saw 
two dandy canoes c_o'l,.ered with cob
webs and half a dozen Peterborough 
skiffs. Wandler if they'll be our to
morrow?" 
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They weren't. Not an ell!gine turned 
that d-ay and no man among the lot 
would go afloat without one. The 
silence was superb. We just sat under 
a tree listening to it. Of course-, it 
didn't last. They got unsludged In a 
!ew days and today they rule undis
puted. Na.ture has gone Nmth. But 
what a n~ght! 

* * * 
l commend• the operation to the 

Ski ClUJb's Night Riders should one of 
my Ski·Joyers ever show up at 
Fortune. 

HOURS: 10-12 - 2-5 

Monday Thru Friday 

Stewart Ford 
CHIROPRACTOR 

19 WILTON CRESCENT 

IRIDIAGNOSIS Fallen Arches Adjusted 
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THEY ALSO _SKI IN THE WEST 
by .HUGH BOYD 

The very best Canadian skiers of 
the next generation will quite prob
ably be prairie dwellers. 

You may not think much of that 
proposition. As a matter of fact, I 
didn't either; or rather, I didn't think 
anything about it, because it took 
form (as far as this. tran-splanted 
westerner is concerned) just a few 
minutes ago. That is, just before 
facing the typewriter with a blank 
sheet of paper and wondering what 
to say about prairie ~kiing. 

Well, let us l'Ook at it. When the 
brilliant' Emile AUais. was in Ottawa 
this fall, he gave h-ts opinion that 
the ski runs in eastern Canada were 
too .short to permit the development 
of really first-class downhill and 
slalom practitioners•. In the Rockies, 
he said. it is very different. 

The Canadian Rockies are only just 
ooming into their own as a great 
winter .playground. They a,re a few 
hours by train, bus or car from Cal
gary, an overnight journey from Ed
monton. As air travel increases, they 
will become ea·sily accessible to 
youngsters far across the Saskatche
wan plains and parklands, and well 
into M:anitoba. 

I am thinking of skiing in the 
Rockies not as a rich man's spoJ:'It, but 
as something for the pers'On who has 
to count his or her pe·nnies. Excursion 
trains, better roads- we can use them 
out there--and efficient camps without 
any frills will be the answer to the 
problem of expense. I aSISuine at the 
same time that Alberta's pool of oil 
(and perhaps Saskatchewan's to 
oome) will be a potent factor in pul-

ling down the cost of transport of the 
prairie skier, whether by land or air. 

But perhaps this somewhat clouded 
cry.stal ball should be laid aside. 
After ·all, it gives no view of skiiD;g 
on the prairies· th emselves. And unless 
you can s~i where you live, or near 
by, there is not much point in talking 
ab'Out the slope's of the continental 
divide. 

Let us admU there are wide ex· 
panses 'Of the west where· winter 
sports will always be chiefly in· terms 
of hockey or curling. On the other 
hand, many thousand people live along 
rivers with deep valleys. The coun
try is .sea.med with coulees. T·here· are 
scattered ranges of high hills relative 
to the surrounding terrain, including 
the Riding and Duck mountains of 
western Manitoba and the CypreSIS 
hills in s•outhwestern Saskatchewan, 
although these are quite distant from 
the main centres of population. 

But Regina is· r easonably close to 
the lovely Qu'Appelle valley. Win
nipeg skiers who tire of the limited 
slopes of their own two rivens can 
find good hill country to the south, 
'lnd east, some of it not much far.ther 
away than the Laurentian& are from 
Montreal. 

It is true, of course, that not a 
single prairie community of any size 
has a piayground like the Gatineau 
at its elbow. Ottawa Is fortunate in
deed. The only large Canadian city 
I can think of which is· so blessed is 
Vancouver, wh.~re you may •take a 
ferry to the north s.hore of Burrard 
Inlet and then ride and hike up the 
trails to Grouse M'ountain and Holly
burn Ridge, some 4000 feet above sea 
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level. (Which suggests that Vancouver 
is the most fortunately situated of all 
Canadian cities, for skiing pur.poses. 
Skiing under true alpine conditions 
is developing rapidly as a s.port in 
the Coast Range mountains of Gari
baldi Park, much less than 100· miles 
north of Vancouver. So the thesis 
about the prairies as a source of top
flight 'skiers really should be modi
fied.) 

Out in the prairie provinces, the 
chief obstacle to our sport is· the 
climate rather than topography. There 
are dry and bitter winds. Chinook 
winds, particularly in Al~rta, may 
bring on a sudden mid-winter thaw. 
The slopes may be bare or icy for 
weeks on end. Only in Manitoba, with 
its heavier average snowfalls and 
usual absence of winter thaws, can 
expect. 'snow to ski on all winter long. 
Ther-e will be days when it isn't 
much fun, but then nat even the Ga
tineau is perfect. 

The farther west you get, the drier 
is the air-that dry ·cold you don't feel, 
until you notice with surprtse one 
of your ears is lying on the road. 

Up to a point (or down to a point, 
Fahrenheit), i:t can be pleasant 
enough. I remember going out one 
windless 'moonlight January night for 
a solitary run through an expanse of 
sandhills near a little town in eastern 
Alberta. It was 30 below zero. But 
1 was glowing with the exercise as I 
stopped on the crest of a juniper-stud
ded hill to cool off a bit, so to speak. 
Just then the westbound C.N.R. "flier" 
roared past through the night, en
crusted wit!:). icicles. Many of the 
passengers aboard would be head
ing for the balmy Pacific; I had not 
the slightest wish to be with them. Not 
that night, at any rate. 

Those were the days before the 
depression. Skiing was still more or 

Skiers Are Welcome 

at 

TeaGarden 
RESTAURANT 

145 SPARKS STREET 
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BANK AND QUEEN 

60 Rideau St. 

71 



72 

less a novelty over mos-t of the 
prairie provinces. Those who did 
ski were divided into two broad 
clas.ses-the Norw€.gians, who were 
experts-, and the· flounderer.s. I was 
one of the latter. With us, bindings
and techniques were rudimentary. 
Now and then we saw the Norwegians 
in action on such occa;sions as th€ 
annual cross-country and jum.plng 
tournam€nt held at Camrose in cen
tral Alberta, and we· did homage to 
those godlike creatures. 

It never occurred to us that before 
long native western Canadians-, accu&
tomed to ski from childhood, would be 
displaying an almog,t equally easy 
mastery. There were a few such, 
even then, but we others, who· were 
later starters, thought they mu..st be 
specially endowed. We others man
aged to get a lot of fun out of our 
brand of skiing, just tlie same, and 
still do. 

The word "slalom"' was unknown 
then, certainly in our parts. The skis 

OTTAWA SKI CLUB 

we·re longer than nowadays. Influenced 
by a Norwegian farmer acquaintance, 
I had a pair of long and very narrow 
racing skis made one winter, and used 
to pole for miles along the country 
roads with only the occasional leg 
movement. This s'Ort of thing WliiS 

good for the health, but it was not 
particularly good preparation for the 
winding woodland trails of the Ga
tineau. On most of the hills to which 
we were accustomed we generally had 
an acre or two to turn in at the bot
tom; the other kind we left to the 
Norwegians. 

Under such conditions I managed 
to achieve a measure of control, but 
did not ,show much enterprise in the 
matter of the rapid turn. Eventual 
attempts to remedy the defect were 
made rather too late in the day. 

No matter, I have a bushel ba.sket 
full of happy memories of days-and 
nightSr-spent on the hickory blades 
in all three prairie provinces. 

CHIROPRACTOR 

DIAL 2-7975 

165 Sparks Street Ottawa 
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MEMORIES 
by H. P. DOUGLAS 

My visit to Ottawa over the week
end of May 13•th an!d 14th to attend 
the C.A.S.A. Annual General Meeting, 
brought vividly to mind the many 
former ski meetings I have attended 
and the happy times WEll all enjoyed. 

The C.A.S.A. was· proposed by- me 
at a dinner in the old Montreal Ski 
Club house on Mount Royal, following 
the Quebec Provincial Tournament 
on Flebruary 2&th, 1920, among those 
present I remember: Mortureux, Lock
eberg and Morin from the Ottawa Ski 
Club, Devlin and Graham from Cliff
side, Russell' f·rom Quebec, and a 
large number from Montreal. 

'r.he first Association meeting was 
held in the Windsor Hotel, Montreal, 
February 19, 1921; at this initial 
meeting I was elected President and 
Mortureux Vice-President, and that 
weekend the first Dominion Tourna
ment was held-the jumping in Mont
real and the cross-country in the 
Laurentians. 

In those days the only jumping hills 
in Eastern Canada were in Montreal 
and Ottawa, and so -the Annual Meet
ing and Tournament alternated be
tween these ·two cities, from 19-21 until 
1930, and in 1938 the Annual Meeting 
was again held in Ottawa. 

The Montreal Ski Club always look
ed forward keenly to their Ottawa 
trip, a merry crowd of us would 
leave on a Friday evening in a spe
cial car, and on arrival our good 
friends· be awaiting us on the pl3JI:form 
to escort us all to our hotel. We 
would sit around till a late hour talk
ing shop and arguing over the coming 

the Annual Meeting at some con
venient place, followed by a jolly 
lunch, and in the afternoon the jump
ing championships. This was always 
a big affair: the Governor General and 
party from Government House in the 
official stand, and all Ottawa present 
to see a s·plendid exhibition. The 
local people from long expe-rience 
knew well how to run off these events 
and they went without a hitch. In 
the evening there was a banquet at
tended by competitors, visitors and 
local enthus.iasts-speeches, singin•g, 
all concluding with a dance and a 
general good time in a real informal 
skiing atmosphere. 

Too early next morning our hosts 
called for us, and we were soon on 
our way, the streets filled with a 
stream of young and old, skis on 
shoulder, bulging ruck-sacks on backs, 
all off for the Gatineau and the trails. 

We soon learned that everyone skis 
in Ottawa. A brilliant winter's day, 
three inches new powder snow making 
perfect running on the well groomed 
trails. We toured for miles our old 
favorites and tried out the ·new ones, 
and around noon arrived at Camp For
tune, a fQrest of skis sticking in the 
snow banks outside. Inside, a horde 
of famished .skiers at lunch at long 
wooden tables, pretty girls, sleeves 
roBed up, busy at the big stoves, cook· 
lng steaks, sausages and what' not. All 
packed in over the trails from town, 
everyone talking and lau·ghing at once, 
an experience never t o be forgotten, 
and to be seen only in the Gatineau. 
Carrying on we climb the short hill to 
dear old Mort's. cabin on the height 

meet. Saturday morning there was of land, and join a very select party 
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ACCIDENT INSURANCE 
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of friends for lunch, by now most 
welcome. After a grand feed wa&hed 
down with Canadian ale, we drag our· 
selves out ,to s,ee the fini&h of the 
cro&S·country race, then ski over to in· 
spect Sigurd's new hill, hewn out of 
the virgin forest. 

By now the home-going trails are 
black with ·skiers and we take our 
place in the line, sliding easily along, 
all down hill, stopping at Pink Lake 
lodge for tea. We board the street car 
just as darkness closes in, pack-up 
and jump the evening train for home, 
with another wonderful weekend with 
our Ottawa friends to mark up in 
the ledger of memory. 

We also enjoyed entertaining our 
Ottawa friends when they came for 
our Meetings and Tournaments. 
Meeting in the morning, jumping on 
our Cote des Neiges Hill in the after· 
noon, dinner and dance at the Wind· 
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sor in the evening-great parties they 
were too. Sunday a special car to 
Shawbridge; our Laurentian quarters 
at Mrs. Marshall's all polished up for 
the important occas,ion, the cross
country race, and back in town in time 
for our visitors to connec't with the 
Ottawa train. 

Alas these good old days are gone, 
for modern skiing is a most serious 
and complex affair, but we old timei'S 
still have our memories of the days 
of long ago. 

C/h.e_ Cfzavdie'l.E §of{ Cfub-
Wish to announce the opening of their new 
Ski Club with a Ski-T ow operating every 
week-end for the enjoyment of the members 

and their guests. 

Enjoy your favorite sport on the newest 
ski hills of Ottawa 

Coffee and Sandwiches or your favorite 
beverage served at the Club House. 

fJhE Ch.audinE §olf CL~ 
AYLMER ROAD HULL, QUEBEC 

(5 Minutes on the Bus from Ottawa) 
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BY C·.P.R. 

POOR DOGGIE - HE HAS NO SKIS! 

r 

' 

WATTSFORD'S LOOKOUT AT KINGSMERE 
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VARIETY SKIING 
by FRANK DELAUTE 

Trail excursions are an excellent 
suggestion, and would open up a wh·ole 
new field for those who have found 
that ~hey will never achieve perfec
tion in downhill running. 

Before considering branching out 
into this wid·er field of activity a few 
suggestions on equipment might be 
useful, especially if you have stuck 
almost completely to slalom hiUs and 
ski tows. 

Modern manufacturers of ski equip
ment have quite naturally catered to 
the taste of the majority, who asso
ciat~ skiing with wide open hills and 
ski tows. Therefore, a would-be skier 
emerges f-rom the sport shop with 
short, wide skis. with steel edges, 
steel cable bindings or lanyard (of is 
it lanieres ?) , complicated boots with 
high built-in h~els, and relatively 
s'hort ski poles. Then there fs the ques
tion of lacquer and proper wax. All 
this is fine, but it is all equipment re
quired for specialized• skiing-slalom 
or downhill, certainly not !or trail 
skiing as wlll presently be demon
Rtrated- I hope. 

We will assume that our friend is 
already fairly proficient in the rudi
ment of downhill running, that he has 
the proper swing - of the shoulders, 
hips, and bent knees, that he has that 
"stance" we all wish we could master. 
But watch him trudging along the 
trail from Lemay's . Does he look as 
comfortable as he does when· he 
swishes d·own the Slalom or Alexan
der? No! His teet are glued to his 
skis, his heels. barely move, you can 
almost see the tendons at the back 
of hi-s stiff legs stretch and hear them 
strain. And see how bent he looks, 

stooping down to his. s·hort poles. No 
wonder he prefers .to use Dunlop's and 
lug his skis on his back until he gets 
to his destination. Now i! he was an 
absolute novice when he bought this 
equipment, what must be his· reaction 
to the sport when he !eels all this 
useless strain on his muscle-s. 

For fear of being misunders-tood, I 
shall cease to labour the point, an-d 
say it is not my intention to condemn 
this type of skiing. It requires g-reat 
sk111 and . strong legs. It definitely 
appeals to the great majority, in 
which the writer is Included. The 
diff~rence with him, however, is that 
he likes variety. He particularly likes 
using the ski tows. What a grind they 
have taken off locomotion when you 
consider the time and energy required 
to climb the Slalom when the tow 
isn't running. 

lf you take to trail riding, there is 
delightful variety in store for you. The 
skill acquired In learning the various 
d·ownhill techniques w111 come in very 
handy if you are suddenly faced with 
a tough turn, wh~n the alternative is 
barging into a tree. But if you are 
to avoid eomplete exhaustion on a 
long jaunt, you will have to vary your 
equipment, make it more versatile 
and ad·apt it to· your new activity. 

The ideal equipment for cross
country skiing, of course, is now 
almost associated with the Ark. You 
can still see some of us old codgers 
using it, but we're not proud. It con
sists of long narrow skis, tall poles 
almost to your armpits, a firm but 
flexible boot and a very free heel 
action, which t ;; assured by wha• is 
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(or should I say was) called the 
Hagen fitting. 

I would suggest that you come 
equipped with two sets. of everything, 
so that of a bright Sunday you may 
enjoy the variety I speak of. Keep 
your d•ownhill equipment by all 
means; but first make sure you have 
that very free heel action. YoU:r legs 
will last longer. U you have qualms 
about your cables snapping from rub
bing against tbe toe plates, get two 
little hook-like gadgets screwed at 
the vital point below and slightly 
back of the toe plate w that the 
bending of the cable is a gentle curve 
and not sharp. And when you buy a 
new set of poles don't choose the 
shorties. Get a pair that won't give 
you a kink in the back. The trend is 
back to longer poles anyway. These 
points are essential for comfort. 

A good sch-eme is to have the regu
lar steel cable binding with hooks, 
etc., for your downhill running, the 
toe plates being equipped, in addition, 
with small steel knobs jutting out 
from the two ·sides of the two toe 
plates. When your appetite for down
hill has been satiated and you wish 
to indulge in trail and cross-country 
running, take off your cables and stow 
them in your pack. Then hook over the 
knobs an improved form of Hagen 
fitting made of the usual strong 
leather strap with the tightening 
lever, but equipped at each end' with 
the flat steel hook or a cup-like lock 
attachment which you apply over the 
knob, and you are all .set for that 
free heel action. Complicated? Per
haps, but it is worth it. You s.ee the 
country, you cover all the trails, you 
join your pals at the slalom, you use 
all ski tows·, your muscles are re
lieved of much of the strain, you have 
a glorious outing-in short, you have 
variety. 
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HINTS FOR THE NOVICE 

When you get your new skis, care
fully scrape off the 'varnish, if any, 
from the bottom of the skis and go 
over it with fine steel wool. Then dis
regard all suggestions to wax or lac
quer skis in any way unless the snow 
i-s so s·ticky that you have to walk 
downhill! 

On a normal, cold day a good, plain, 
uncontaminated hickory surface will 
get you just as far as fast as any. 
Besides you'll have no back slip. In 
fact, you'll find it very easy to walk 
straight up a s.J-ope without herring
boning or cross checking. All this will 
save you much energy. Try it, and see 
what I me·an. 

J .F.D. 

WHEN YOU 
BREAK 
A LEG 

SKIING 
... You See a Doctor 

When You Break 

Jloto• WATCH 
... See 

HUGH CONNORS LTD. 
jeweller & Watchmaker 

181 Sparks St. 2-8576 
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'Wa'tm, Cofou't{uf t:Skl 9a1.hlon1-
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1-ki u:;uipment 

The Sporting Goods Shop, 35 Nicholas 

Street is well equipped to outfit you with 

famous name skis, boots and all neces

sary equipment for the Sportsman. 

OGIL VY LIMITED 
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