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A smooth hard Trail, deep well
pocked snow, make o skier's 

paradise. 

But 
Smooth hard roads, hard pocked 
snow become a skier's hades when 

they stall his automobile. 

Equip your car with 

MOTO- TRAKS 
and end traction difficulties! 

Don't let icy roads and snow-banks 
kill the day's fun. You'll motor to 
the trail with a new feeling of 
safety and assurance for 

MOTO- TRAKS 
will take you there and bring 

you back! 

Sigurd. Lockeberg 
542 WELLINGTON ST. OTTAWA 

CAN SUPPLY YOUR NEEDS 

Fashion Right 
Weather Tight 

SKI TOGS 
Grenfell Cloth suits designed 
by Lanz of Salzburg and 
smart new fashions in light-

weight Fairway Cloth. 

Skis. ____ 4.95 to 14.95 
Boots __ 3.95 to 11.50 
Fittings 1.95 to 4.00 

MITTS, SOCKS, SUSPENDERS 

CAPS AND WAX 

'hariPJ' OqilvY 
-Limiled-

BROKEN SKIS 
MATCH ED OR REP AI RED 

Skis and Costumes 
TO RENT 

CLOTHING A SPECIALTY 

BY SHE'S 
2Z3 BANK ST. DIAL 2-2464 

SKI BOOTS 
REPAIRED, WATERPROOFED and 

ALTERED for KANDAHAR 
BINDINGS 

HACKETT'S 
82 BANK ST. DIAL 2-3709 

WE CALL AND DELIVER 

GATINEAU BUS COMPANY 
Ser.,ice to 

OTTAWA SKI CLUB TRAILS 
When planning to visit Camp Fortune 
our regular schedule Chelsea Buses 
are always at your disposal for 

efficient and courteous service. 
EXTRA - Special Sei'Vice over week ends 

We welcome requests for informa
tion regarding Special Excursion Trips 

PHONE· J 2-2721 Hull Waiting Room 
• 1.15-231515 Ottawa Waiting Room 

We Specialize in SKIS 
SLALOM, TOURING, RACING 
and JUMPING MODELS 

KRND.QHaR BINDINGS - SKI POLES 
and Wll.X 

ll.lso EXPERT SKI REP.RIRS 

HANS LOCKEBERG 
198 ALBERT ST. DIAL 2-3377 



Ottawa §Jki Cluh News 
VOL. 18, NO. 3 FEBRUARY 9, 1938 Published by the 

Ottawa Ski Club 

The Editor~s Diary 
Call off the rain and give us snow.

In the last issue of the Ski News, thanks 
were expressed to the weather man for 
sending a timely rain to refill our wells, 
springs, creeks and waterholes, badly 
dried up by eight weeks' continued cold 
weather. The said weather man had bet
ter note · that the above mentioned ,;ells 
and creeks are quite full - overflowing 
in fact- and threatening to cause a major 
disaster by flooding the valley of Camp 
Fortune. We have had qui~e enough rain 
for a while, thank you. If the spots on the 
sun are the cause of this demoralizing soft 
spell, wipe them off; if that confounded 
wood-chuck has something to do with it, 
kick him back in its den, but by all means 
do something to stop this annoying drizzle 
and restore conditions to normalcy; we 
want two feet of snow and zero weather. 

Past Week-ends.- With a couple 
inches of fresh powdery snow covering 
the old packed stuff, the Gatineau hills 
again offered ideal, dream-like ski con
ditions during the week-end of January 
29, such as would satisfy the most exacting 
ski rider. About the noon hour, however, 
on Sunday, a sudden gust of South wind 
raised the temperature and brought a 
down-pour of rain in its wake. Disorder 
prevailed during the whole afternoon, 
with rain and snow, warm and cold winds 
alternating. Again the day ended in rain. 
The week-end of Feb. 5-6 was a complete 
wash out. Hopes of skiers rose high when 
a heavy fall of snow occurred on Friday 
and dashed down again when the snow 
turned to rain during the night. However, 
on Saturday morning Kingsmere sent 
word over the phone that there had been 
no rail). on the heights and the snow was 
in good condition. The good word was 
at once passed around the various radio 
broadcasting stations and at least a couple 
thousand people in the city set their alarn1 
clocks for an early start. A sea of ice met 

their gaze as they looked out of their win
dow on Sunday morning. Rain had been 
falling all night. We have been given the 
assurance that this is to be the last of the 
soft Wl!ek-ends. 

A trip to Mount Mansfield district.
The Green Mountains in the State of 
Vermont are famous for their ski runs, 
and the district of Mount Mansfield of 
which the town of Stowe is the center 
has perhaps the greatest net work of ski 
trails in the country. Stowe can be reached 
by bus in eight hours from Ottawa. The 
cost of a bus, seating 31 people, would be 
$zoo. or $6.50 each. The cost of a four 
day trip to Stowe leaving here, say on 
Friday afternoon and coming back on 
Monday night, would be about $15.00 per 
person. Does anybody want to go to 
Stowe? A trip will be arranged some time 
in March if a sufficient number can be 
found. Please call up our Secretary, James 
Leslie, (2-9740) after 6 P.M. 

Trails and Hills.-Armed with rakes 
and shovels, and mounted on skis for 
cross-checking, Geo. Brittain and his 
gang - a large one - went over the High
land particularly the Highland- Fling, the 
Canyon and the 1938 Downhill course 
recently. They made mince meat of all 
the bumps, cross-checked all me hills and 
practically left the trails as though they 
had been rubbed with sand paper. Any 
one knowing George would know that 
he would make a thorough job of it. All 
that is needed now is a couple inches of 
snow - Dave Hall also went over Little 
Switzerland the week before and put it 
in Ar shape - J:Ioward Coleman went 
over the Pleasant Valley Trail ·with a 
Machette and cleaned it from beginning 
to end. · 
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A Trip to the ·seigniory ~lob · 

FOR soME time past I had been receiving 
daily circulars from the Seigniory 
Club announcing an Inter-City Ladies 

Ski Meet for the week-end of Jan. 29 and 
stressing in well chosen words the reason 
why ski-fans should flock from far and 
near to Montebello for the occasion: 
Legions of pretty girls, beautifully clad, 
marvellous skiers, ideal ski~conditions, 
etc., etc. The feminine touch did f!Ot ap
peal to me in the least; pretty girls, with 
pretty clothes, I could see in scores at 
Camp Fortune almost every week-end 
from Dec. 1st to May rst, but the ideal 
ski-conditions, the virgin snow, set me 
thinking, and as I read about them from 
day to day I gradually became "Seigniory 
Club minded", in other words, I felt an 
urge to go there. I called Herbert Marshall 
and suggested the trip. "Nothing doing" 
said Herbert, "I can get ideal snow condi
tions much nearer home on the Western 
trail, without a tedious train journey". 
I then pulled up the other card "pretty 
girls galore, gorgeous costumes, and there 
was a pause .... "Coming to think of it" 
said Herbert, "I think I shall be glad to try 
those ideal ski-grounds you speak of. Let 
me know how and when you go and I 
will meet you there. 

Under ordinary circumstances the town 
of Montebello, within the precincts of 
which the Seigniory Club lies, can be 
reached by motor car, airplane or train. 
The Ottawa Ski Club News report about 
the road was highly discouraging; "prac
tically non existant from Masson on", it 
said, "and not much better before that." 
The airways appeared to be in good con
dition; but the charge was a bit high: 
some thirty dollars as against ninety-five 
cents for the railway. We chose to go by 
train. Later reports showed that the con
dition of the road had been grossly exag
gerated; the statement should have read: 
"Not so bad from Ottawa to Masson and 
good after that". John Garland and Geo. 
Brittain who left after us by car beat us 
at the finish. However .the train trip, re
minding us as it did of the old Gatineau 
days, was quite enjoyable, all the more 
so because we had the good fortune of 

sitting with those two lights of the ski
world, Tod Laflamme and Eddie Con
don, two very old men whose ages com
bined would almost reach the staggering 
total of sixty and who spent the whole 
time recalling the races they had run in 
the hey-day of their youth: "Eddie, you 
remember" ... "I sure do, Tod". They 
went over every trail on which they had 
won or lost a championship, but cor
recting their mistakes this time, following 
the bunting and winning by a large 
margin. An amazing man, Tod is. Smelling 
my skis he asked suddenly: "What have 
you got on them, Skare and Bratlie's I 
bet?" "You win", I said, "the very mixture 
Sigurd advised. A base coat of Skare and 
a topping of Bratlie's". "\Veil, you will 
_get the h - of a back slip'.' he said. "And 
a side slip as well" added Eddie. True 
enough I was sliding four ways when I 
put the skis on - front and back, right 
and left. 

"Montebello!" A cheery looking French 
Canadian village; nice little houses with 
pleasing roof lines; no one at the station, 
outside of the station master; no one in 
the streets; every body being at Church. 
"The Log Chateau bus will be here in 
a few minutes", we were told; "the train 
was not expected so soon." This is what 
makes life so pleasant in Quebec; things 
or trains are not run on a dead schedule; 
they take them as they come and when 
they come, without wonying unduly. 
What is an hour or a day in a man's life? 
The main thing is to get there. However 
the wind was raw on the station platform 
and the waiting room stuffy. We mounted 
our skis and went in search of the bus 
which we found waiting for us at the 
Log Chateau, a mile away. 

A huge pile of logs, this Chateau, laid 
out in wings and squares with some 
semblance of regularity, and topped with 
a multitude of chimneys. It has a 
mediaeval appearance and one looks in
stinctively for a moat and a drawbridge; 
in front, the broad expanse of the frozen 
Ottawa river; all round dark woods care-

- fully kept in their primeval state. A little 
touch of the sun would have been needed 
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to soften those sharp lines, brighten uhe 
s9mbre effect of the buildings but the sun 
was hiding behind grey snow-laden 
clouds, and would not come out. From 
the massive portals a gay crowd streamed 
out to greet us, this was the advance 
guard of the Ottawa- Ski Club who had 
arrived the day before, and for a brief 
moment, surrounded as I was by so many 
red badges, I had the illusion of being 
on the knoll of Camp Fortune and I was 
half expecting Dan Penman to come out 
and tell me about the roof leaking again 
and Saxon's dog being an awful nuisance. 
There is no mistaking the two buildings 
however; one is stained green and the 
other is not. 

Valley Farm, five miles away was the 
next and final goal of our journey. They 
do not keep any hills around the log 
Chateau at the Seigniory Club, probably 
because they would not want people to 
tramp on flower beds; they keep them 
five miles away, at Valley Farm, a place 
very much like McCloskey's farm near 
the Western Lodg'e. There are good open 
slopes there and the making of good runs 
in the wooded hills rising abrupdy some 
little distance away. On one of these hills, 
cleared by our genial and energetic host, 
Wally Sheppard, the Director of Sports, 
lies the new Down hill course which was 
to be used for this competition. 

The distance from the Log Chateau 
to Valley Farm can be covered in ten or 
fifteen minutes by motor car but it took 
us a little over an hour because we went 
out of our way on two different occasions 
to explore the ditch. These litde side trips 
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are very interesting and not devoid of 
thrills. There is no extra charge for them. 
All you have to do when you are ditched 
is to sit still '<!nd wait for the Club truck 
that goes regularly up and down the line 
looking for cars, to pull them out of 
trouble. Any attempt to get the car out 
by pushing or pulling is sheer waste of 
energy, as we found by practical ex
perience. What they do when uhe truck 
itself gets ditched, I do not know, but I 
suppose provision is also made for such 
an emergency. 

The last stage of the journey, from 
Valley Farm to .the Down hill course; was 
the most enjoyable of all because it was 
made on ski. We now stood at the foot 
of the finishing slope of the famous course 
and our first impression was that it was 
rather steep, even for good skiers - I 
would say that it was like the side of a · 
house that would be leaning forward a 
bit, Tower of Pisa like, and we were told 
there were two more hills up above just · 
as fast and connected with each other by 
hair pin turns. I am quite sure that if the 
Chairman of the Technical Board had 
been there and if the race had been under 
his jurisdiction he would have called it 
off without further parley. Even Geqrge 
Brittain, our worthy Chairman of trails, 
gasped when he saw it. The competitors 
all took it bravely however, almost wide 
open and their speed was truly terrific. 
When our own Mrs. Westman came dc.wn 
it was thought that no one could go faster 
without setting the snow on fire, but 
Peggy Johansen and Madelaine Me
Nicholls took seconds off her time. It was 

SKI HEAD QUAR-TERS 
for NORWEGIAN HICKORY, PETERBORO SKIS 

SKI COSTUMES FOR LADIES AND MEN 
NORWEGIAN WAX, SKI'POLES 

White and Black Fancy Skating Boots, Minto Pattern, less 20% 

PLAUNT HARDWARE 



brave and magnificent skiing, wonh going 
a long way to see and it gave the men 
spectators a great deal of food for 
thought. If girls could handle their blades 
in such skilful manner, how much longer 
could men hang on to their boasted sup
remacy? Here was a definite challenge to 
men, a displr.1y of courage and skill that 
could not be made light of, and I thought 
I no~iced a look of concern on the faces 
of the male spectators, most of whom 
had been Champions at one time or 
another. 

After the race, there wa·s a call for lunch 
at the old farm house on the top of the 
knoll which no one was late in answering. 
And what a lunch it was. - Consomme, 
oyster patties, creamed chicken, roast 
beef, ham, cheese, custard apple pie and 
fruit, - in every way wonhy of the 
Seigniory Club. There, around the rustic 
tables, we renewoo acquaintance with 
many old friends from Toronto and 
Montreal - that ace of skiers Peter Mc
Kinnon, now instructor at the Seigniory 
Club, as youthful looking as ever; that 

NORWEGIAN SKIS 
·and EQUIPMENT 
Ostbye Splitkein Skis with Lettner new 

"Silver" steel edges. Per pair $35.00 
Ostbye Splitkein Touring Skis with 

Lignastone edges. Per pair . $25.00 
·Ostbye Splitkein Semi Racing Skis with 

L1gnastane edges. Per pair $25.00 
Gresvig "Sigmund Rudd" Model H ick01y 

Skis. Per pair . . • $20.00 
Gresvig Racing Skis. Per pair $17.50 
Gresvig Cross Country Skis. 

Per pair $15.00 
Kandahar Fittings with Toe Plates $6.95 

Kandahar Fittings less Toe Plates $4.95 

lettner New "Silver" Steel Edges. 
Per set • . . • . $3.75 

Lettner Stainless Steel Edges. 
Per set • • . . $2.25 

Norwegian Parkas . $6.00 and $11.95 

GEORGE BOURNE 
151 RIDEAU ST. DIAL 6-0753 

Ottawa Ski Club News 

McHUGH and MACDONALD 
BARR ISTERS 

S O LICITORS NOTARIES 

14 METCALFE STREET 

OTTAWA 
2-2669 

A. GEORGE MCHUGH, B.A., K.C. 

PETER J. MACDONALD, B.A. 

king of ski instructors, Major Snively, 
who put half the population of Toronto 
through the C.A.S.A. tests. The girl 
competitors proved to be as modest as 
they were good skiers, attributing their 
success entirely to a wise selection of wax. 
Their costumes baffled description; never 
was there such an array of pretty and be
coming ski clothes. By the way, who was 
that litde girl in the light blue wind 
breaker who broke into French now and 
then and said "Voui, Voui" so prettily? 
She owned up to having practised four 
months in the Austrian Alps, in prepara
tions for this meet. 

The Slalom race was as good an exhi
bition of skill as the Downhill though 
hardly as exciting, a steeper slope than 
the one at Valley Farm would have been 
required to do justice to the super skill 
of the fair ski riders.-Rain, snow, warm 
and cold spells alternated during the race, 
and Herben and I took advantage of one 
of these cold spells to stan far the Log 
Chateau by the five mile trail,-a mar
velous trail by the way, something like 
our Mica Mines trail to Pink Lake, but 
with steeper slopes, and just as bumpy as 
ours. Although, like Otto Schniebs, "I 
schtemmed like hell", I got a couple 
good tosses. The evening, after a generous 
tea, was spent philosophising in front of 
the huge fir.e place at the Chateau, and 
the return trip was done under a heavy 
downpour of rain by the 8.58 train, only 
half an hour late. Everybody lost their 
skis between the Chateau and the station, 
but they were all retrieved before the 
train started and everyoody was again 
happy. 
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At the risk of incurring President 
Mortureux' displeasure - we have 
to advise that 

Spring Fashions 
- are arriving daily 

In our Women's and Men's Apparel Shops 

The Ski Voeabulary 

T HE PERILS and hazards of modern 
life increase and multiply no matter 
where you take it. And skiing is no 

exception. Glorious and thrilling though 
it is, the way of the skier never has been 
an easy one. Perhaps ~hat is why it at
tracts so much of our 'chivalry' -and some 
of our 'beauty'. There always has been 
the risk of broken bones, tom clothings, 
and the long hike back carrying the 
damaged ski. But ever since our remark
able neighbours to the South discovered 
the sport a few years ago and raised it to 
the rank of a social function, subtler and 
more terrifying hazards have arisen to 
beset the skier who would be up-to-the
minute. 

Not only is a dazzling array of clothes 
and accoutrement now imperative (hap
pily resulting, I must admit, in a notable 
increase in the number of the 'beautiful' 
among the devotees), but a veritable 
flood of imported foreign terms has been 
pouring into our ski vocabulary to con
pound the novice - and, sad to relate, 
many of us after years at it are still in 
the novice class. 

Here are some of the words I have 
recently mef up with, as they say do~vn 
sounh: Knickscheise; stemmschneise; stem
hagen; aufsprungbahn; piste; gelandes
prung; kanonen; schuss, (evidently a 
verb - "The majority of the kanonen 
schussed this".• But is the infinitive "to 
schuss"?); kipsprung; vorlage; Sitzmark 
(I don't think this means what it sounds 
like) ; ski heil, and so on. 

*Can. S/ci Year Book, 1987, p. 19. 

5 

Of course even before the present 
word-epidemic set in there were those 
who fain would bring in the sex element 
by referring to their skis as "shes", but 
that seems to be dying out, I'm glad to 
say. (By the way is the plural "ski" or 
"skis"?) But take that tongue-twister 
gelandesprung, for instance. W ·hat part 
of speech is it anyway? Noun? Verb? 
What? One day at Camp Fortune I de
termined to put that phase of the matter 
to the test, and so, approaching a group 
of superior (and charming) young things 
who, judging by their last-word equip
ment and habiliments - "baby-bonnets" 
and what not - I felt sure would be right 
up to scratch on these fancy terms if 
anyone would, I asked in my most effable 
tone, "Have you had your ·gelandesprung 
today?" To which one young man re
plied with injured dignity that he never 
took 'physics', and a little blond giggled 
rudely; others gave me the indulgent 
smile that the very young reserve for the 
aged, the while they exchanged glances 
and tapped nheir foreheads significantly. 
No success ~here. Either it isn't a noun, or 
I hadn't pronounced it properly. I tried 
another group, this time using it as a 
verb. "Are you going to gelandesprung 
today?" This caused glances of alarm; 
perhaps they thought I had just escaped 
from Goon Island. Failure again. So you 
see! I mean, even if you know what the 
words stand for, how are you going to 
know how to pronounce them? 

We used to get along very nicely with 
"jwnps", "turns", and similar vulgar ex
pressions, but if this sort of thing is to 

THE MOUNTAIN LODGE 
KINGSMERE 

-is built to give- comfort and added 
enjoyment to skiers. 

A cozy harbour in a blizzard, with 
good food and all conveniences. 

For Reservation or Meals 
p le a se ph on e 3-2746 

A. METCALFE, Manager • 
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keep up I foresee where every Ski Sk~le 
and Club will be forced to orgamze 
classes in foreign languages, and put 
students through a severe test before ad
mitting them to me!llbership. ~o": many 
remember a little slip of an Insh girl, red 
of hair and freckled of face, named 
Eileen Craig, who some years ago used 
to make the descent of Dome Hill, or any 
other hill, in a practically upright attitude, 
nonchalantly gazing around on the land
scape as if merely descending an escala~or 
- and all without benefit of foreign 
words? And yet that little sprite wa~ as 
fine a skier as any gelandesprung-mg, 
stemmschneise-ing specialist of today. I 
don't recall ever hearing Sigurd Locke
berg - pioneer skier of Ottaw~ - u~e any 
of these fancy terms. A writer m t~e 
Canadian Ski Year Book, 1937, has this 
to say:" 
"Further we have the results of the Ober
landisches Verbands-Skirennen. Undoubt
edly our knowledge of German is very 
limited but as far as we can make out 
this m~ans, roughly, the Oberland ~ki 
Club Championships. We are qmte 
willing to be corrected on this point." 

But the thing doesn't end there. It's 
spreading now to the clothes one is forced 
to wear and without which you would 
not dare appear on a fashionable ski-hill. 
(No guffaws, now. You know perfectly 
well what I mean.) Look in the la:dies' 
fashion magazines. No longer will you 
find references to "ski pants", not even 
the more genteel "ski slacks". They have 
become "springer hosen", while your 

* P. 87. 

Skiers and · Campers in need of 
equipment for the Great Outdoors 

Ask for Holden's Products ... Down 
Sleeping Robes, interchangeable, 
light ... Waterproof Mitts ... Skiers 
Gaiters ... Windbreakers of all des-
criptions ... Haversacks and Pack 
Sacks ... Up to date Ski Suits made 

from Greenland fabric. 
Automobile Ski Carriers. 

S. S. HOLDEN LIMITED 
Manufacturers 

OTTAWA HULL 
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headgear is a "babushka". And today, oh 
me, oh my, I found this tid-bit in our own 
Montreal Gazette in an advertisement of 
the Henry Morgan Co.: 

" 'Ski cream' to guard your skin, and 
'Ski lipstick' to keep your lips smooth 
and glowing''. 

(You slipped ·nhere, Henry Morgan Co. 
To be really smart you should have put 
those italics in a foreign language. No, no 
charge for the suggestion). 

Anyway, I give fair warning that an~ 
time I am in somebody's way on a ski 
trail and they shout "heil" at me instead 
of "track", not only shall I refuse to give 
the stiff--armed salute (unless involuntar
ily), but shall remain doggedly rooted to 
the spot. And if the crash which un
doubtedly will follow results in a broken 
neck for me, well, at least I shall have 
died in a noble cause - nhe preservation 
of the English tongue_ 

WINEFRIDE RA YE. 

Good places to roa1n in.-Hard 
packed snow is bad on a steep trail but 
good elsewhere; it enables us to roam 
around in the bush or open spaces. A 
very good place to roam around in, by 
the way, is that stretch of undulating 
country extending between the Meach 
Lake Road and the Gatineau River, from 

· Old Chelsea to Meaoh Lake. The best 
way to get into it without having to climb 
over too many fences is by way of the 
Kirk's Ferry road . (just past Bilodeau's 
store.) Go along the road about a half 
mile or so until you come to an old gravel 
pit and cut in the fields there. It makes 
a very good trail to Dunlop's and then 
to Camp Fortune when the snow is not 
too loose. Caution: . Always keep the 
mountain in view; do not go too far 
north, towards Kirk's Ferry, because if 
you do you will find yourself in a maze 
of trees and shrubs without any land mark 
to use as a guide. The distance in a 
straight line from the gravel pit to Dun
lop's is about 3 miles but there is a great 
deal of sloping ground right and left that 
you will want to enjoy, so better give 
yourself two or three hours to cover the 
course. 
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Diplomas for Masters.--Skiing IS a 
$w,ooo,ooo industry in the U.S. Six 
hundred thousand people have discovered 
that it is less expensive than driving high
powered automobiles or airplanes, quite 
as dangerous and thrilling. To increase 
the knowledge of skiing and make it a 
little less dangerous for the untrainea or 
badly trained, 75 per cent. of U.S. skiers, 
whose numbers are increasing 100 per 
cent. each year, the National Ski Associa
tion last week took steps. The association, 
a member of the Federation Intemationale 
de Ski, believe that U.S. skiing has reached 
the point where only teachers of proven 
quali1ications should give skiing instruc
tion1 as is the custom in Europe. To gain 
this approval, plus a handsome diploma, 
potential U.S. ski-meistcrs journeyed to 
Bolton, Vt., to be inspected by Otto 
Eugen Schniebs, head of the newly 
formed American Ski School. 

Otto Schniebs is a solid little Bavarian 
who has probably done more for the pro
motion of skiing in the U.S. than any 
other person. Until last year he was ski 
coach at Dartmouth College, where he 
turned out six championship teams in six 
years. His Dartmouth pupils, all very fond 
of him, constantly baited hin1 just to hear 
him reply in his terrific guttural accent. 
A few years ago a pupil asked him what 
to do, if on downhill run, he should sud
denly rush upon a spot studded with 
rocks and trees. Replied astute Otto 
Schniebs, "I'd 'schtemm like hell". 

Improve your skiing-by F. Hall and 
W. Benson. This fine ski book was 
analyzed in the~ first issue of the Ski News, 
and would be purchasers were referred 
to a New York firm. The book can also 
be purchased in Ottawa, at Jarvis' Book 
Store. 

Good Bet.-Most of the good skis are 
coming through this year with insurance 
policies attaohed. These policies cover the 
future owner against breakage (from any 
cause), fire, theft, and the usual alarming 
contingencies of flood, earthquake, tor
nado or what have you. The cost to the 
purchaser is sixty cents. 

Last year such coverage was offered 
on any pair of skis old or new. A dollar, 
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a written description of the skis, and the 
insured's estimate of their value, sufficed. 
As might be expected, the company lost 
heavily, while skiers had a field day. 
Thi~ year, after writing off last year's 

experiment to promotion, policies are 
issued at approved factories on new skis 
only. Claims are investigated. At sixty 
cents, it's still a swell investment from 
nhe skier's standpoint.-Sport Illustrated. 

All set for the Dominion Champion· 
ship.-All we need now is a couple of 
days' sunshine to melt the thin crust that 
has formed over the snow, or, better still, 
2 or 3 inches of new snow. Sigurd's hill 
has been tested and found good. It may 
be necessary to rake or lower the take
off a bit, but that is only a matter of 
minutes. Jumps over 170 feet are now a 
possibili.ty. Tod Laflamme is looking 
after the transportation and advertising. 
J~n Pringle Taylor is looking after the 
prizes and has made staggering demands 
on the Club Treasury. - Bruce Lyon 
will arrange for Red Cross and Am
bulance - not that anyone is expected 
to get hurt, but in case. - Vice-President 
Herbert Marshall is expected to provide 
tents and other comfort for the competi
tors. - Howard Bagguley has prepared a 
map of Camp Fortune, showing place of 
competition, parking places and ways of 
access, etc., for publication in all papers. 
- Geo. Brittain will look after vhe proper 
maintenance of hills and Slalom courses. 
- Huby Douglas is laying the course for 
the Cross-Country Race; it will be a full 
eighteen kilometers and will take in every 
hill in the country. The most difficult 
thing in arranging the programme has 
been to get Sigurd Lockeberg to hand 
over that $wo he got from a ski fan at 
Banff last year. He wanted to put it all 
on "yumping" but the director managed 
to get some of it side-tracked for other 
purposes. President Mortureux is still 
looking for loopholes in the Constitution 
to allow juniors under 18 to take part 
in the Slalom and Downhill races, but 
with little hope of success. He might 
have a chance if a cataclysm swept the 
technical Board and the Ski Association 
off the face of the earth. 
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Skiing for a Living 

W ITH THE arrival of a herd of 
2,3700 domesticated reindeer at 
Kittigazuit on the east bank of 

the Mackenzie river in March 1935 a re
markable instance of animal transporta
tion was successfully completed. 

Skis and one man in particular played 
an important part in tihe movement of the 
reindeer and the establishment of the 
Canadian Reindeer Reserve by the Dom
inion Government. Mr. A. E. Porsild, 
botanist and explorer, of the National 
Museum at Ottawa, made a thorough 
survey of the route from the shores of 
the Bering Sea, Alaska, to the Mackenzie 
river, and several expeditions into the 
Mackenzie and Keewatin districts of the 
North West Territories to examine and 
study summer and winter grazing condi
tions. He proceeded to Lapland to bring 
to Canada experienced herders to teach 
the natives the art of herding reindeer, 
and then to Alaska to select, from a herd 
of reindeer, the animals that were to be
come .the nucleus of the Can·adian Rein
deer Industry. 

The Lapland herders travelled on skis 
during the trek, and they use them at the 
Reserve where constant day and night 
watch is necessary. To' them, therefore, 
skiing is not just a pleasant way of get
ting exercise; it is the only practical way 
to · travel cross country while attending 
the herd. The Laps are efficient skiers, 
and in their daily routine as reindeer 
herders average, as a general rule, twenty
five miles a day on skis. 

Skiing conditions in the Arctic are far 
from ideal, because the Arctic gales pack 
the snow into a hard icy crust; This crust 
is so hard that a herder wears out com
pletely in one winter one pair of the best 
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hickory skis. During the migration when 
no hardwood was available the Laps made 
skis out of drift wood logs, and to pre
vent wear the skis were covered with seal 
skin. Mr. Porsild learned how to use seal 
skirt covered skis in Greenland where 
wood is very scarce and where like most 
boys, he learned to ski on barrel staves. 

When the thermometer drops below 
minus thirty, skis do not slide well and 
to offset this the reindeer men have found 
pine tar useful. In June when the snow is 
gone the skis are coated with pine tar, and 
the running boards exposed to the rays 
of the sun which bakes the tar into nhe 
skis. 

Due to the hard and uneven snow in 
the Arctic, reindeer men prefer skis eight 
or nine feet long with plenty of spring 
in them. 

When the reindeer herd was stalled 
one hundred and fifty miles from its 
destination due to unfavourable ice con
ditions, the Laps were allowed a week's 
leave, when herding permitted, to travel 
three hundred miles foroh and back to 
visit their families at the main camp east 
of the Mackenzie. 

Modern ski boots are not warm enough 
for skiing in the Arctic, and the Laps 
make a skin boot called a "komag" or 
"skalje" from the stiff head skin of the 
reindeer. The toe of the "skalje" is 
strengthened by several thicknesses of 
skin, and is shaped into an upturned point 
or hook. No heel straps are used, the 
hooked toe of the "skalje" is simply 
passed under the toe strap of the ski. This 
type of fitting is not recommended for 
use at Camp Fortune especially if one in
tends to slide "Cote du Nord", but it 
would. be interesting to try it at Dome 
Hill. The Laps do not use socks. They 
fill their boots with a very fine soft grass. 
It is customary for the Laplanders· to 
carry a knife lashed to a ski pole. 

Mr. A. E. Porsild is a member of the 
Ottawa Ski Club, and with his young 
daughter Edith makes many trips to Camp 
Fortune. J.C.L. 



COMING EVENTS 
February 12th and 13th - Ontario Championships 

(Under the auspices of the Norland Ski Club) 

Downhill on Saturday morning and Slalom on Saturday 
afternoon at the Skiskule. 

Cross Country Sunday morning at the Sk.iskule 
and jumping Sunday afternoon at Fairy Lake. 

Ladies' Downhill and Slalom on Sunday after
noon at the Sk.iskule. 

February 19th- Kirby and Grey Cup 
Interscholastic Cross Country Race. 

(Under the auspices of the 
Cliffside Ski Club) 

February 20th - Ottawa Ski Club Class 3 
Downhill Race at Camp Fortune. 

PAST EVENTS 
N INE TEAMS of four competitors each took part in the race for the Southam 

cup on Jan. !lB. The race was won by the Glebe No. 1 team made up 
of Eugene Heggtveit, Francis Heggtveit, J. Means, A. Ault, in the 

aggregate time of !l hrs. 5 min. ~4 sec., an average per man of about 81 min. 
80 sec. E. Heggtveit was the fastest of the 86 competitors, covering the course 
in !l8.48. In 1937 the race had been won by a Lisgar team. - In the Slalom 
race, Joe Oliver came first of Class 1 {1.85), E. Heggtveit second {1.87) and 
John Frip third {1.87.4) . The three first men of Class ~ were D. Hall (1.50), 
H. Kihl {1.51.4), A. Keltie {1.58).- On Saturday, Feb. 5th, Dr. Baird's Trophy 
for Downhill race and Slalom was won by Glebe No. I team. The best individual 
times for the Downhill race were as follows: E. Heggtveit, Glebe No. 1, 1.31-!l; 
Bill Lewis, Lisgar No. I, 1.88.1; John Fripp, Lisgar No. 1, 1.88.8; Art Ault, 
Glebe No.1, 1.84.~: In the Slalom race, the best times were made by E. Heggtveit 
(G. No. 1) !t4; John Fripp (L. No. I) ~U; Bud Smithers (G. No. I) _25.4.-
0n January !l9th, the Ottawa Ski Club Ladi'es' team came third in the Seigniory 
Club competition, which was·won by the Penguins Ski Club, McGill placing second. 

This little magazine is published solely in the interests of skiing In general and of the Ottawa Ski 
Club in particular. Contributions in the shape of articles, stories, etc., will be gladly received by the 
Editor. One line notices about articles, lost or found, skiing equipment for sale or exchange will be 
published free of charge for our members. Address all communications to "THE EDITOR, OnAWA. 
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"The biggest Ski Event of the year" 

Coming! 

The Dominion Ski Championships 
Under the auspice of Ottawa Ski Club 

Sat., Feb. 26th and Sun., Feb. 27th, 1938 
at CAMP FORTUNE 

• 
18 Kilometer Cross Country Race 

Downhill Ra.ce over 193 8 course 

Slalom Race, on Joe Morin's Slalom Hill 

Jumping Competition on Sigurd's Jump 

10.30 a.m. Saturday 

2.30 p.m. Saturday 

12.00 noon Sunday 

2.30 p.m. Saturday 

Practically all Ski Clubs in Canada, from the 
Atlantic to the P-.1cific Coast, have entered com
petitors for these events, and outstanding skiers 
from Norway and Bavaria, now touring the States, 

have signified their intention to attend. 

Camp Fortune may be reached from Kingsmere (I~ mile) 
from Dunlop's on the Meach Lake Road (I~ mile) 

or from Old Chelsea (3~ miles) 

Due to lhe Cauadiau ChamploD&hlpo beluw held at Camp Fortaae oa Satarda;r aad 
Saada;r, Febraar:r 26th aad ll7th, a fee of SOc for adalto aad liSe for otadeato will ba 
ehaqod to enr:roae, lacladlas memben, aoluw lhe lodse aad trallo. Tldo fee will admit 
'"er:roae to all lhe eyeato aud will aloo eutJtle aou•memben te all oldlas prlrlle
for lhe week-eud. Memben will aot be allowod oa lhe trallo areaad Calllp Fort ... 

or lato the lodse Oil lhooe days wlthoat pa;rmeat of lhe abon fee. 


