
No. 3 January 12th, 1933 

®ttuwa ~kt Qllub Nrwn 
PUBLISHED BY THE OTTAWA SKI CLUB 

Don't worry, the snow will come batk-Another thaw is in progress as this 
issue goes to press, hut what is a day's tliaw in our young lives~ It has not made 
the slightest impression· on fhe vast reserves of snow around Camp Fortune, al
t\ough it may have damaged the trail td ·Ironsides and Pink Lake. Already the 
wmd is veering to the North, to-morrow it will shift to the east and more snow will 
be here •before the week-end. If the snowtappears to :be a bit hard packed and you 
do not feel like tackling the big hills, why not come up to Camp Fortune by 
Cooper's Trail, from the Larimac Ln1ks $tation, C.P.R. You will get a splendid 
outing, on a good easy trail, facing norfh ~II the way. Foil ow the bunting. 

The week of Jan. 1-7. "Warm Winds from the burning plains of Texas, rain 
from everywhere a,nd no snow from anyw~ere", such is last week's poor record, and 
yet on Friday. word came from Kingsmere that in spite of this long siege. the cover
ing on the hills and trails facing north WOI.S still intact and that a good week-end 
was in store if the weather cooled a bit. The weatherman took the hint, but" showed 

. a little too much enthusiasm and the tetnperature dropped from 50 above to 2 
below over night. No sea of ice met youi" Editor's gaze however as he climbed up 
the Cote du Nord from the Meach Lake Road lbefore ·sunrise on Sunday morning. 
The snow was a hit crusty, but kindly, it was also of very comfortable depth-at 
least 20 inches anywhere in the bush-hard packed on the Canyon, but good else
where. And your Editor saw, of course, .the sunrise from the top of the Cote du 
Nord, hut this he will not attempt to descttbe. Nor will he attempt to describe the 
apple pies sold at the new Cafeteria at Oamp F ort•tme, or his feeling of joy when 
he saw the 'first snow flakes of a gathering storm at 4 p.m. 

Clearing the trails.~Past and preseq,t conditions gave a splendid opportunity 
for clearing hills and trails. The Cork-Screw slopes and the Cote du Nord, that 
had been unused for years, have ·been cleaned and widened almost to the width of 
the first part of the Canyon, in preparatio for the Dominion Championships. The 
following have helped in this work, undlr the direction of Geo. Brittain: Bruce 
MacCallum, John Sutherland, Guy de Jocas, Hubert Douglas, john Wilson, Albert 
Marcouillet and C. E. Mortureux. Geo. Bcittain is npw at work removing slash 
from the Western trail and shrubs from Lttle Switzerland trail. 

Not guilty.- -Cautious reporters ge~rally use the word "alleged" when in
sinuating that some one has committed a. crime, and it is said that a particularly 
wide awaike one used the word seven tiJnes in as many lines. Not so with the 
Sports Editor of the Ottawa Journal who, ~rowing caution to the wind and ·leaving 
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himself open to an action for heavy damages, deHberately charges us with "selling 
the winter to half the population of Ottawa, and failing to deliver the goods", 
meaning apparently that after collecting a membership fee for the Ottawa Ski Club, 
we should dump a load of snow on each of our memlbers door steps every morning 
of the winter and fix the thermometer as well so that it will show cold. This is not 
the lki!ld of service we aim to give. We do not believe in spoon feeding. If our 
members want snow and cold weather they will have to go to where the •snow and 
cold are---to the Gatineau hills around our camps, not around the .Parliament 
buildings. That particular Sports Editor, who probahly never goes further in his 
peregrinations than the Transpontine City, and would not know snow from coal 
dust if he saw it, would perhaps be astonished if he was told that ski-ing condi
timis have been from fair to excellent around Camp Fortune every week-end since 
Dec. 5th, with only one exception-la·sli week-end, when they were not quite so 
good. · 

The Canadian Ski Annual for 1932 is out, and every paid up member of the 
ClU'b may procure a copy by .calling at McGiffin 's between the hours of 12 and 
2.30 or between 4.30 and 6 p.m. The Ski Annual is always interesting, but 
particularly so this year, much to the credit of its tireless Editor, our old friend 
Percy Douglas, past President of the Canadian Ski Association. It is a snappy 
publication, dignified looking, Cleverly edited, splendidly p~inted and marvelously 
illustrated, coming very close this year to the standard set 'by the British Ski Year 
Book, which it should soon rival. There is only one criticism-Our own Gatineau 
Land and the Ottawa Ski Cluh hardly get their proper share of printed matter, 
but Percy is hardly to blame for this; in fact, we know he is not at all to lblame, 
and yet it must he said that instead of spending all his spare time as he does in 
the treeless and windy plains of the Laurentians and sending us requests for 
articles, the might come to our country once in a while, see what hills are like and 
write albout them with his own good pen, and in his own happy manner. Call at 
McGiffin's and get your Annual! 

SKIS 
Semi Racers, Birch, 6Y2 to 7~ feet :... -------- -----------------$4.45 
Semi Racers, Ash, 6Y2 to 7~ feet ---------------------------$5.95 
Semi Racers, Hickory, 6Y2 to 7~ feet ------------------------$9.50 
Special Sudbu~y Skis, 6Y2 to 7~ feet ---------------------;---$7.95 

SKI BOOTS 
Ladies' and Men's ------------~~-~--------------------$3.35 pair 

SKI POLES 
Adults - -------------- ------- - -------------98c to $2.75 pair 

SLACKS 
Balloon Slacks --------------- ---------,---------.,----$3.00 pair 

PLALJNT HARDWARE 
COMPANY 

187 SPARKS STREET 



+----------------------------------------------------------------+ 
-PETERBOROUGH SKI-

Our aim has been to give Canadian_ Skiers a Canadian made Ski equal to the 
best imported lines. Examine our best Dome and Oval top ski and you will agree 
that we have succeeded. The saving in price is also worth considering. 

ASK YOUR DEALED TO SHOW YOU "PETERBOROUGHS" 
PETERBOROUGH SKI f1 TOBOGGAN CO.--PETERBOROUGH 

(Division of Peterborough Canoe Co. Limited) 
+--------------~----------------~--------------~--------------+ 

THE NEED FOR MORE DOWN-HILL SKIING. 
by George G. M. Guthrie. 

The opening of the 1933 skiing season provides a good occasion on which to 
bring up the subject of Ottawa's posiltion with regard -to what is generally known 
as "down-hill skiing". Ottawa, the cradle of Canadian skiing, and long one of the 
leaders of the sport in this country, has now fallen behind other centres in the 
matter -of technique, due largely to lack of attention to the prinaiples and practice 
of down-hill skiing. The reason for this is fairly obvious; right at our doors we 
have what is probably the most highly organized and efficient system of tnails and 
lodges in the country. The result is that, today, wilth other clubs and communities 
forging ahead in the down-hill end of the sport--that is Slalom and down-hill 
racing--we 1are still concentrating on trail running and cross-country work; the 
down-hill form of skiing being treated more or less as an interloper, and allowed 
to shift for itself. 

To illustrate the advances made by other places in down-hill skiing. take the 
case of Montreal. For some years past, Montreal skiers, unhampered by an elabor
ate system of trails and lodges, have been dev·oting their attention to the better
ment of their technique in down-hill skiing. The method employed is based upon 
that evolved in the Swiss and Austrian Alps; the main idea being to take 1any hill, 
no matter h<>w long or steep, alt a high speed and 1at the same time in perfect con
trol. As a result of these efforts, the Laurentian Hills north of Montreal have now 
a sizeable crop of first rate skiers; men who are able to run Iacross CQUntry and 
through w<>ods, but who are also proficient at taking steep descents oat slow or high 
speeds under perfect control. 

Ottawa, on the other harid, has remained constant to it's first love--trail ski
ing, a form of the sport ~hich, though s~mulating and at times thrilling, allows of 
no individuality whatsoever, but which, in fact, compels the skier to conform with, 
and be ruled by, the ruts in the particular track on which he is running. To run 
trails properly takes balance, good condition, and, on many of the runs, plenlty 
of nerve. Nevertheless, there is no opportunity for the ordinary skier to practice 
and put into use any of the various forms of Christ~anias, T elemarks, Stem-Turns, 
or Jump-Turns that add so much to the zest of skiing. The trail does not allow it. 
Once in the ruts the skier stays there until a corner heaves into sight, when he has 
two alternatives: either to make a kind of combined step and stem tum, or, as 
usually happens in the writer's case, to fall. But there are no graceful, sweeping 
T elemarks, ·no joyous, hair-raising down-hill Stem-Christianias, nor 1any clean-cut 
Jump-Turns for the trail runner. He is limited and bounded by the two ruts in 
which his skis happen to be placed. 

By reason of this concentration of ours on trail running, we have 1at present in 
Ottawa a large group of really fine cross-country men, amongst whom are to be 
found some of the best runners on the continent, together with ·a few--tQo few
cross-country and down-hill experts. This condition I think should be remedied. 
In line with the ideas recently impor.ted from Switzerland, Canadian skiing com
petitions are favouring more and more the combined Slalom, down-hill, and cross
country race, plus jumping, rather than the older system of featuring cr<>ss-country 
races and jumping alone. If we are to keep to the front of the skiing picture, and 
figure amongst 1the winners qf future competitions, we, whether or not we agree with 
the idea of the thing, will have to devote a good deal more time to the study and 
practice of the many Vlarieties of down-hill turns, with a view to attaining a much 
higher all-around average. 



+-------------------------------------------------------------+ 
THERE ARE NO BETTER SKIS THAN THE 

Canadian Made BLUENOSE 
There is a Bluenose Ski to suit every person and purpose 

Your Dealer will supply them 
+-------------------------------------------------------------+ 
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Our congratulations are extended to the Montreal Ski Club who went far 
beyond its objective of five hundred members in a whirlwind, ten days campaign, 
and this in spite of the fact that not a flake of snow has fallen over the Metro
polis for the last three weeks. Good salesmen need no samples! And congratula
tions also to the Toronto Ski Club for having already over one thousand paid up 
members, almost at the start of the season. We hope the Queen City will soon be 
visited hy a raging snow storm. 'In the meantime T orontonians will he very wel-
come here. -

Are you doing your bit? That our present membership driv~ will set up a 
record for all time seems to he pretty well indicated iby the flood of nerw members 
that are now coming in from all quarters; as usual our members have splendidly 
responded to our aprpeal; through snow, slush and rain, never downhearted, they 
have kerpt up the good work. We are half way up the hill now, one more effort 
and we will be at the top. To those who might ,still he lagging a ibit, we would 
say "Nothing is easier than to sell a membership in the Ottawa Ski Club." Get 
your points first. Read our "Record of Service" in last week's issue. Stress the 
necessity for organization among skien; show that without a strong body like the 
Ottawa Ski Club to light for their interests, skiers would soon be limited to their 
own backyard. And do not forget that the man who secures fhe most points in 
recruiting, over a minimum of twenty..fi.ve, gets a life-memlbership free. The Lady
member who scores the highest gets a box of candies as well as a life-membership. 

now conducting a Great 

Old~Time Story~Wide 

JANUARY SALE 
a healthy, vigorous clearance of High-Grade Fur 
Coats--Scarves--and Muffs--Evening Gowns--After
noon Dresses--Fur-T rmmed Coats--Knitted Costumes 
--Millinery--Scarves--Jewellery--French Lingerie
Perfumes--Domes-tic Crepe - Lingerie-Hosiery--Ski 
Suits 

--for Ladies 

and Hats--Caps--Coats--Clothing--Haberdashery & 
Ski Togs 

--for Gentlemen 

al Price Reductions of 
Greatest Advantage to Patrons 

--===tP 



+-------------------------------------------------------------+ 

A Full Range of BADMINTON SUPPLIES 
Special Quotations to Clubs 

BRYSON-GRAHAM LIMITED 
PHONE QUEEN 7100 SPARKS ST., OTTAWA 

+ + 

-rhe following letter has been received from Alan H. d'Egville, Secretary, 
Lucerne-in-Quebec Seigniory Club. 

Dear Sirs:--
Arrangements have been made by my Committee by which Members of certain 

ski cluibs may enjoy the facilities of the Seigniory Club during the present winter 
sea·son at very reduced rates. We are anxious that our magnificent facilities shall 
be enjoyed by enthusiastic ski-runners, and in order to make this possible we have 
fixed a rate of $5.00 a day. These rates are available to any member of your club 
and is a gesture from one ski club to another, and does not of course apply to the 
general public. 

Table d'hote meals will 1be served in the grill-room, already well-known .to 
many members of your Club. 

We are desirous of knowing as far as possible on what dates your club would 
care · to take advantage of this plan, and I would like to suggest that the party 
should not be less than ten, an arrangement that will help us considerably in 
making this concession on the part of my Committee a success. The plan, how
ever applies to individuals at any time they care to come. 

I would, therefore, appreciate an ea-rly reply from you in order that the neces
sary accommodations may be reserved ·in plenty of time. 

(Mr. d'Egville does not say whether this rate of $5 includes the meals. This 
information should be available for next issue)--The Editor. 

Subscription to Ski News and Retaining Membership.--Several of our mem
bers claim they lhave been handicapped in collecting subscriptions for the Ottawa 
Ski Club News because they had no special forms for the purpose. This could 
easily be arranged lby making a slight change in the wording of the application 
forms for membership, that is, by substituting the !Word "subscribe" to "member
ship" and adding the word "News" after Ottawa Ski Club", thus making it reap 
as follows: "I hereby subscribe to the Ottawa Ski Club News." Members who 
cannot join this year as full members, but who desire to keep a retaining member
ship may use the ordinary "Membership Renewal Form", inserting opposite 
"amount of fees" the words "Retaining member." A retaining membership in
cludes a year's subscription to the Ottawa Ski Club News· and only costs $1. 

The Practice Grounds.--A new trail is being made to .a wonderful hit of 
wooded territory facing north and including a large number of low hills of all 
descriptions, just ideal for practising turns and jumps. This territory which was 
discovered last spring and enjoyed until May by a small group of skiers, is only 
about ten minutes walk from Camp Fortune. More information a'bout it will be 
given in next issue. 

A Disgrace.~Races have heen postponed in the past by the Ottawa Ski Club 
on accoun.t of snow •storms, sticky snows, etc., 'but never' on account of lack of 
snow on the 7th of January. There was not a speck of snow on the Ironside trail 
last Saturday, and the first intermediate race had to be postponed. It will be held 
this Saturday, at 3 p.m. from Wrightvill6 if conditions are more favourable. 

Proficiency tests.--We want to get these proficiency tests going this year. 
Everybody in the Ottawa Ski Club deserves a proficiency badge, and everybody 
should have one. A Test Committee is being organized. In the. meantime, write 



to Secretary Marshall (217 Carling) if you are interested. "'No matter how good a 
skier you are, you must begin with the "Third Class Test" w'hich includes the 
following: 

lHIRD CLASS TEST 
1. Four continuous Pure Stemming Turns on hard snow under complete 

control, on a 15 degree slope. 
2. A Right and Left Telemark from a direct descent at fair speed on soft 

snow, on a 15 degree slope. 
3. A Right and Left Christiania from a traverse at fair &peed on hard snow, 

on a IS degree slope. . 
4. A Right and Left Jump Turn to a stop from a direct descent, on a 15 

degree ·slope. 
5. A Cross Country test against time of one mile in length laid out to show 

all round proficiency in climbing, on the flat, and downhill, over bush trails and 
open country. 

6. A Jump of ten feet. 

Where fees can be paid.-Our assistant secretary, Mrs. McDonald will be at 
her desk, at McGiffin's store, Sparks St., {two doors from the Royal Bank) ready 
to receive fees, between the hours of 12 and 2.30 and 4 to 6 p.m. every day 
except on Saturday ·When the hours shall be 9.30 to 1.30 p.m. 

This little magazine is published solel:y in the interests of ski-ing in general and of 
the Ott.an>a Ski Club in particular. Contributions in the shape of articles, stories, etc., 
»>ill be gladl:y received b:y the Editor. One line notices about articles, lost .or found, 
ski-ing equipment for sale or exchange »>ill be published free of charge for' ou; members. 
Address all communications to "THE EDITOR, OTTAWA SKI CLUB NEWS, 
37 MARLBOROUGH AVE., OTTAWA." 

-The Latest Ski Togs-
Ladies' Costumes Complete-

A splendid selection of smart new 
styles & colors__$5.95 to $12.50 

Ladies' or Men's Slacks--
Snappy new styles, assorted 
colors __________ $1.95 to $4.50 

Ladies Coats-
Norfolk style with belL_$4.50 up 

Men's Windbreakers-
Including the new " kittle" style 
with zipper _____ $2.95 to $7.50 

Ski Shirts-
In bright colors and improved 
styles __________ $1.25 to $5.50 

Ski Mitts-

Including the bright colored mitts 
with long cutfs __ __ 95c to $1.75 

Ski Hose-

Men's or ladies' _____ SOc to 95c 

Ski Boots-

Splendid assortment at bargain 
prices. It will pay you to see us 
before buying anything in Sport
ing Goods. Special Terms ar
ranged. 

LET US RE-SHAPE YOUR SKIS-OR WE WILL TAKE THEM 
IN PART PAYMENT FOR .NEW ONES 

THE SKI 
CENTRE BY SHE'S 223 BANK ST. 

N ear LISGAR 


