
NO.2 JANUARY 13th, 1926. 

®ttama ~kt Qllub Nrms 
PUBLISHED WEEKLY BY THE OTTAWA SKI CLUB 

CIRCULATION 2000 COPIES 

SKI~ING AND SKI~ JUMPING 
A correspondent- an old and faithful member of the Club- challenges the 

authority of your Board of Directors to spend the Club's money on the building of a 
ski tower. Ski-jumping is not ski-ing, he says and the main object of our Club 
should be primarily, if not exclusively, to promote the interest of its ski-ing members; 
ski jumpers constitute too small a proportion of the Club membership to warrant 
such an expenditure; in short, it is a misappropria·tion of funds to spend any part 
of the Club's money for such purposes, even with the expectation of being recouped 
out of admission fees or tag-days. 

This raises a very interesting question: - What is ski-ing? Are ski-ing and 
ski-jumping two separate sports, quite distinct from each other and having no 
connection with each other? In other words is ski-jumping merely an acrobatic 
and useless performance, to be frowned upon by good -ski Clubs and real skiers, 
such as we think we are? This does not seem to be the opinion of authorities on the 
sport; in "fact they are qmte unan·Imous and very emphauc in stating tha ski-Jumping 
is part and parcel of ski-ing, that it should be mastered in the early stages of the 
game. that he who neglects jumping will never be but a very indifferent skier, that 
he will never have that poise and self confidence that are necessary in cross-country 
work, in fact that he will always be handicapped, almost as much as a swimmer 
who cannot dive. 

Is there any one am~ngst us. including our correspondent, who has not, at some 
time or other, when coming down a steep hill, met a sharp bump formed by a half 
buried log. and who has not been thrown high in the air? In such a case your ski 
jumper lands gracefully on his skis and continues his swift journey unconcerned 
while the poor skier- i.e. he who has never practised jumping- will land clumsily 
on his face or on his back and get hurt. Such accidents occur every day, and half 
of them, if not 90 per cent. of them, are due to the fact that the art of ski-jumping 
has not been mastered. 

We are quite aware that it is not necessary to jump 240 feet as Nelson did at 
Revelstoke to be a ski.jumper, nor even 140 feet as we hope to do on the Rockliffe 
tower. but it is necessary that these high jumps should be made to demonstrate that 
jumping is a safe sport, and that practically all of us may learn to jump a distance 
of at least fifty or sixty feet. 

Every ski club worthy of ·the name fosters ski-ju<.1;:>ing, just as every swimming 
club encourages diving. The Montreal Ski Club spent thirty thousand dollars lately 
on the purchase of a ski hill; the French Aloine Club, while professing that "their 
object is not to make champions, nor highly developed specialists, but simply 
all-round skiers" spends from 30.000 to 50,000 francs a year on jumping com
petitions. Can we afford to neglect ski-jumping, we who have introduced this 
sport in Ottawa, and given the Rackliffe ski hill to the city? 

But aside of its practical uses, ski-jumping is a highly spectacular and mag
nificent sport and a good tournament always attracts -thousands of spectators. The 



honour of holding the Dominion tournament has been conferred upon us this year 
by the Canadian Ski Association; here was the opportunity of advertising this city 
as a winter sport centre. Was it not our duty to accept, and would we have been 
faithful to our trust and traditions if we ·had refused? What would our members 
have thought of their cluh if it could have been said of us that we had refused to 
hold this tournament for fear of being out of a few dollars? We would like to hear 
their opinion on the matter. 

A novice race will be held this Saturday, January 16th. Report to Eric Roy, 
Wrightville, 3 p.m. sharp. A novice is one who has never won a race. 

CHARACTER SKETCHES-II-GEORGE AUDETTE 
When George Audette, hailing from Kingsmere, in the early hours of Sunday 

morn', shoots down the steep slopes of McAllister's hill to meet the "gang" at 
Kirk's Ferry Station, as ·he has been doing faithfully every Sunday morn' for the 
past ten years, on snow, crust or ice, when he was not laid up for repairs, does he 
ever think of the day when he first climbed the Mountain? 

Let me see. Where did we first meet George? Oh yes, it was in Rockliffe Park 
where he ·Stood-when he was not falling-a striking and lonely figure, on skis of 
tremendous length, nine feet and a bit, if I remember right, broad in proportion and 
of solid hickory throughout. He looked every bit as though he owned a first mortgage 
on the whole of the Park. George thought the unusual length was necessary to 
offset his unusual shortness of legs: as to the rest, when one is paying for lumber 
at the rate of two dollars a running foot, regardless of the width, one might as 
well have the width in addition. He confessed to us though that he had difficulties 
in turning, in and out of street cars. Rockliffe Park was never very big, and there 
were many things in the way including street cars, car tracks, ski-towers, toboggan 
slides and occasionally other skiers. We invited him to come out with us in the 
Great Outdoors, where he could turn at his heart's content without interfering 
with the~ street car service. He said pleasantly that he •..vould find out what the 
cost of excess baggage would be on his tools, and come if he could afford it. We 
felt we were doing him a good turn. 

We took him over the "long trail" as it was then called- the trail from Kirk's 
Ferry to Ottawa. In those· days, this trip was looked upon as little short of a 
polar expedition. We used to leave the day before, sleep at Kirk's Ferry, start 
bright and early in the morning and arrive in the city with the shades of night. 
Of course, there were no lodges then, no Camp Fortune, no Pink Lake Chalet, 
nothing but the hills and the snow, of which there seemed to be far more than 
to-day, and Willie Murphy's house at Kingsmere for the noon stop, but who could 
have wanted more? Any one who would have suggested the building of other 
stopping places along the trail would have been looked upon as a raving lunatic. 
What did one want to ski for, except to be out in the open? 

Of all the slow trips with a green man in tow tha·t we ever took, this was 
certainly one of the slowest. Not that George was so very green in the art of 
ski-ing, but his big skis filled the trail ·to overflowing. They quarrelled with each 
other; they fought with the trees along the paths. And they weighed nearly fifty 
pounds each! We waited for George at every turn, on the top of every hill, which 
he generally climbed on all fours. And we waited for what seemed to be the 
better part of an eternity at the top of Swift Death ra.vine! 

Whoever suggested the Swift Death ravine that day, I am not sure, but I 
think it was A. D. We used to take our guests up that horrible route when they 
bragged about what they had done and what they could do, but poor George was 
not bragging, and to this day I have felt ashamed that he should have been induced 
to take that painful way. Once the name was mentioned however, he pricked up 
his ears and there was no switching him off. The man had grit you see, he was 
made of grit, pluck and iron. Perhaps also a swift death seemed to him preferable 
to the long agony he had been suffering. 



Well we waited at the top, listening in silence to the awful and heartbreaking 
struggle that was going on in the snowy depths below. The sun showed high 
noon, and to add to our tortures, a breeze from the south brought to our nostrils 
the tidings that Mrs. Murphy's thirty-five cent dinner, three miles away, was 
~etting spoiled. At last, George emerged, on top of his load of lumber, white faced 
and strangely silent, and without a word of comment the little caravan started 
south, on the last stage of the journey, towards the sun and the pork and beans. 

This must have been poor George's unlucky day, because he got in wrong 
with Mrs. Murphy before the meal was over. He swallowed a piece of hot pie 
crossways, and when he regained the power of speech, while his insides were still 
slowly burning, he expressed his opinion in no uncertain terms, ol cooks who 
served_ red hot pies, ·to which Mrs. Murphy hotly replied that pies were made to 
be chewed, not swallowed whole. Personally, I thought the ravine had more to do 
with that ill-timed explosion of temper than the pie, but Mrs. Murphy who had 
never been up the ravine on skis, could not understand and George was set down 
as a bad tempered little Frenchman. How utterly wrong our first impressions 
are at times I 

We were all very sorry, but there was nothing to be done. Geor.ge was 
cheerful enough, but we all felt that he never would come on the long trail again. 
However, before parting, we extracted a dollar from him for the Ottawa Ski Club
for the purpose of widening the trails as A. D. put it in his dry way. It was the 
first of a good many dollars that George was to put in the Ottawa Ski Club, besides 
helping to shape its destinies. 

Yes, he was there next Sunday, as you may well imagine. The man had grit, 
I tell you! He did not appear to have any skis with him though, and in answer 
to our questions, he said he would walk. Oh yes, ski-ing was all right, but walking 
was good exercise too. What about the snow, though? Oh, well, he would follow 

==-~~='·n-<>u ki tracks. ~Then th tr-a-ie;. stopped at the F'"r:';l.,. ·ecHge- p.r.oduced from the
ratk a pair of what appeared to be diminutive tooth picks: he got on them, and 
was at the •top of McAllister's hill, while we stood aghast, and almost before we 
had our skis fastened to our feet. When we arrived at Kingsmere, he was peacefully 
smoking his after dinner pipe, apparently on the best of terms with Willie and 
his wife. This was the first introduction of racing skis in our midst. As George 
got his from that great ski artist Adolf Olsen, we always suspected that there was 
some inherent virtue in ·them, just as there is in a Stradivarius used by a great 
master, and the fact that he lost his first race the day after his skis had been· 
spliced confirmed us in our belief. 

There must have been something in this, because George's methods of training 
were always in direct opposition to all other methods ever taught. Why, he would 
run to Wakefield and back in a day, across the mountain-thirty odd miles-and 
sometimes without his lunch because the Wakefield hotels are not open on certain 
days-two days before a race. He called it 'putting ·the finishing touch' and to 
make matters worse he would win the race. He always claimed that a competitor 
who did not come in "dead" at the finish had n<'>t let himself out as he should have 
and did not deserve to win, and there were few races when George was not carried 
in, victorious or defeated. Ther~ ust have been something in this man that was 
not in other men. ' 

There was assuredly grit, pluck and determinati<)n and strength in greater 
measure perhaps than any other man ever possessed. As one instance of his grit 
and of his pluck, there is his trail, which is different, and all his own: as an instance 
of his determination, there is his refusal to alter it after it was made. For three 
years the whc le ski world has been knocking at George's door, clamoring for him 
to improve h'.s trail and stop the frightful slaughter of skiers, and George has 
remained unmoved! The awful ·Stories of the heaps of bones bleaching in the sun, 
of the three !ide girls who became paralyzed for life after hitting one of the bumps, 



of the man who was split in two, and of this other one who became violently insane 
and is still roaming in the mountain, have always found him an interested listener 
but a firm unbeliever. He wants to be shown the corpses, the membership cards 
and badges and the identification numbers of the ,slain, and the proof has always 
been missing. He has proof though that the same ones are always getting killed 
every week-end, and that it is their ski-ing ·that needs improving, not his trail. 
And perhaps, George is not far wrong. He has widened his trail lately, however, 

• but solely to provide for increased traffic. 
They say George is not now quite so strenuous as he used to be, but that is 

because, between broken ribs, broken toes and broken legs, some ·from ski-ing and 
some from motoring, he ha? been so busy patching up himself lately that he has 
not had time to race. Let us hope that when all repairs have been properly made, 
he will again uphold the flag of the Ottawa Ski Club on the heights of Camp 
Fortune,-on those heights where, hailing from Kingsmere, he greets the rising sun 
every Sunday morn' on his way to meet the 'gang' at Kirk's Ferry. 

The first preliminary race was run over the racing trail, Wrightville to Ironsides, 
on Saturday, January 9th. It was won by Louis Grimes for the Seniors and G. Jost 
for the Juniors. Names and times are as follows: L. Grimes, 38 m. 09 sec. ; 
K. West, 38.25; ]. Bourgault, 38.42; G. Jost, 40.50; F. Ellis, 41.00; L. Audette, 
42.37; F. Amyot, 45.30, A. Gordon, 46.22; L. Bishop, 46.30; G. Wood, 48.00; 
M. Klotz, 49.00. 

What is the matter with this Club? Have not our members recovered from 
their Xmas dinner yet? Why don't you turn out? Snow conditions in the bush 
were never better than last Sunday. Remember, for every inch of snow in the 
city there are four at Camp Fortune. Wake up and come out. 

The first hike to the High Lea Club took place on Thursday, January 7th (not 
f.Jn ua,) l S" lh -< ;,c I L •• 1 · ' ' 1 t~ · e~ ~l· w : =~ 1' 1. · · -;;.~ 

best, about one hundre of our members found their way, by various routes, to 
the Club house, where the warmth of the welcome they received more than 
made up for the rather poor going. Dinner, music and accommodation left nothing 
to be desired. Let us go there four hundred strong this Thursday (January T 4th). 
Here is the route-Take Wrightville car at Chateau, as early after 7 p.m. as you 
can make it, get off at the corner of Montcalm Street and Boulevard St. Joseph, 
continue on Montcalm and take second street to left, then take first street to right, 
and go straight on until you pick up the first lantern. The second is not far off. 
If you have not got your ski-legs yet, take the bus, but come! The old 24-25 badge 
will do until the 17th of this month. Lady hostesses for this week: Mrs. G. W. Ross 
and Mrs. C. R. Doney. 

Dome Hill Lodge, Ironsides.-The Dome Hill Lodge is open three days a week 
( 1) on Saturday, when cafeteria is working full blast (2) on Sunday, when pickings 
may sometimes be had, if the run on the cafeteria had not been too hard the day 
before (3) on Tuesday, without cafeteria. The caretaker is in charge on Tuesdays 
and Sundays and will make a cup of tea for visitors. This Tuesday's opening is 
a new departure and it is hoped it will prove popular with 01.1r members. '!uesday 
was selected because there is no train servin: . Lh ar day and no opportunity to 
go up country. Parties cles;"ing to have the u: t: of the lodge until 5 p.m. on any 
day may secure the key by applying to the officer in charge who will leave it to be 
called for at some convenient place. Parties desiring to use the lodge at night 
must giv<! 48 hours notice to the officer in charge. The charge for night parties 
is $3. including the services of the caretaker, fire, light, water and dishes. The 
officer in charge is K. G. Chipman. Phones: office Q. 2742 Local 25, .;--louse R. 3440. 

Canadian Ski Annual. May we again remind our members that we have a 
thousand copies of the Canadian Ski Annual for sale at 25c a cop)'. This is the 
most interesting and most useful ski book that has ever been issued by the 



Association. It contains several articles by some of the literary stars of your club. 
Copies may be had at Holbrook's office (2nd floor) above McGiffin's Sparks St., 
at the High Lea Club on Thursdays, at Ironsides on,Saturdays. 

When you are buying ski things or anything else from one of our advertisers, 
please say, "I saw it in the O.S.C. Circular." We cannot print this circular 
without ads, you know. 

Those of our members who are waiting for their bus at Old Chelsea will 
always find warm and comfortable quarters, a cup of hot tea and a good meal if 
they want it at Mrs. ]. Sweeney's (small store, three doors up from where the bus 
stops). 

We are requested by the C.P.R. authorities to state that the first two passenger 
cars next to the engine will, in future be reserved for civilians, (i.e. non skiers). 
Please govern yourselves accordingly. 

Captain A. G. Haultain, in charge of the cafeteria, Ironsides, needs assistants. 
Will some one take the responsibility of rounding up some of their friends for the 
purpose. Please phone A. G. Haultain R. 1106. 

A small fur farm has been established at this end of the Mica Mine trail, just 
on the other side of the Hermit's road, before coming to the big open field next to 
the Pink Lake Lodge, and Major Chearnley, the owner, requests all skiers to swing 
to the right and avoid passing on his property. Please follow the signs and do 
not make yourselves a nuisance. 

The Club is greatly indebted to Sigurd Lockeberg for cutting the price of 
M. E.'s fittings from $4. to $2.25. The Printer's devil was in for a pair and he 
got it, believe me! \V e hear the original price has now been re-instated-The 
tallest and one of the most useful men in the Ottawa Ski Club ·to-day is Ian 
Sutherland, better known as Tiny in his intimate circle of friends. Tiny lights the 
Great White Way ·to the Hi h Le~ every Thursdaf. ni:ilit., Y<fun_g rna , p<rned--.--.~.;;. 
r e a a roun or sa ety pms a rter shooting the wHiP on the Pink Lake trail 
last Sunday, and he withdrew to the bush ski-ing backwards. What could have 
been the ma:tter.- Some people ·wear the badge on their coat. They say " Cliff" 
wears it on his nose. 

For Sale-Pair of boots, low, in good condition. $5. for quick sale. 
Wanted-An old fashioned snow storm, and the fees of the members in arrears. 

FEES-Have you paid yours? Unusual facilities have been provided this 
year for the payment of fees and it is hoped that our members will avail themselves 
of ·them. Fees may be paid a nd application fo~ms may be secured at the Dominion 
Bank (Corner Sparks o.nd Bank St.,) the Royal Bank, Sparks St., (Third teller's 
wicket), the Bank of Toronto (Union Station), J. A. D. Holbrook's office (2nd 
floor above McGiffin's store, Sparks St.), Miss Mildred Ashfield, 150 Third Ave. 
Out of town membership, $1 .00. 

OFFICERS OF THE CLUB 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS, Ottawa Ski Club: -

Capt. A. G. Haultain, Capt. T. ]:. Morin, F. G. Semple, W. R. Stevenson, 
A. West, Sigurd Lockeberg, Geo. Audette. 

PRESIDENT, C. E. Mortureux. 
VICE-PRESIDENTS- C. A. Snowdon, ]. A. Wilson. 

SECRETARY TREASURER-]. Leigh Bishop, P. 0. Box 65, Ottawa, 
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY- Mildred Ashfield, 150 Third Ave. 

MAILING SECRETARY- V. Wetherup, National Research Council, West Block. 
PRESIDENT LADIES' EXECUTIVE- Muriel Whalley. 

LADIES' EXECUTIVE- Mrs. Kenneth Chipman, Hazel Reid, Dorothy Weston, 
Hyacinth Lambart, Mildred Ashfield, Sybil Stewart, Secretary. 
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OTTAWA 

•T I S S . A L I C E 
l6 0 GO DE 

Imported Direct from Norway 
Hickory Jumping Skis ... . $18.50 to $20.00 
Hickory Raci n g Skis .. . .. $17.50 to $19.50 
H ickory Sem i Rac ing Ski s .. $_17.50 t o $18 .50 
Hick ory Telema••k Skis . . . $13.50 to $15.50 
:,..,-ee-;.;u ! w.C•IItt :.: .... . i'"C ~· 

Re gular Ski Poles ... ... ... ...... .... $1.75 
M. E . Fittings ( put on right . . .. . .. $4.00 
H a gen ( Huitfeldt) Fittings . . .. .. . . $2.25 
Bergendahl Fittings .... . . .. .. . . .... $3.50 
SPECIAL SKI FITTINGS TO ORDER 

Sigurd R. Lockeberg 
- z s..~ 

KETCHUM & CO. 
introduce their new wonder fitting 

The Seeberg Fitting 

RIGIDITY-FLEXIBILITY-SAFETY 

ALSO FULL LINE OF NORWEGIAN GOODS-SWEATERS, SOCKS, 

MITTS, ETC. 

AND CANADIAN MADE SKIS AND BOOTS. 



.--

SKI EXHIBITION 

Racing and jumping Skis from Norway-Fancy Skis 
from Finland- Cross Country Skis from U.S.A.-and some 
wonderful new Semi-racing Skis, made in Canada. 

T hese are only a few of the hundreds of fine skis now on display in 
our store, comprising the la rgest and finest assortment of skis ever as
sembled in Ottawa. · Come in and look them over. 

Ski Prices-6Yz ft. Semi-Racers $10. to $12.-Flat Tops $3.50 to $8.00 
Ski Poles, $1.75 & $2.50.-Fittin~r.s, (Haagen, M.E. & Northland) $2.00 to 
$4.00 Breeks and Ski Pants $3.75 to $5.75. Sweaters (White, Red and 
Camel) $3.25 to $5.95. Ski Coats, New Style $6.75. Ski Shirts $2.50. 
Men's Caps, $1.95. Ladies Caps 95c up. Ski Mitts and Gloves, Men's and 
Ladies', Ski Hose, etc. 

OUR TERMS-Yz Cash, Bal. in 1 Month (on orders of $10.00 or over.) 

223 Bank St. 
Nr . Lisgar. BYSHE'S The Ski 

Centre. 

WE RECOMMEND SHERMAN SKI SUITS 

We have made up during the slack season 400 ski suits, 

in standard sizes, all wool cloth in all leading shades. Now 

on sale at $15.00, $18.00, $20.00. Value up to $35.00. 

They always fit and look good. 

Special Offer to Ottawa Ski Club members and 10% allowed on presentation 

of membership card. 

Suits also made to order $18.00 up. Perfect fit guaranteed. 

A. SHERMAN Ladies' Tailor and Furrier 
216 Bank St. 

Phone Queen 8180 



The Unusual and Colorful Items 
for the ·Ski Costume 

for Girls and Men 
and as with all Devlin :Merchandise a quality and 
style value good for many season's hard usage-

Suede leather Ski Helmets, imported from Den
mark, beautifully fashioned and finished, $6.00 
and $7.00; Windproof Canvas Windbreakers, 
smart, light, and effective $5.50; Chamois Ski Vests, from J oh. Wei-
man, $8.50; Suede leather Vests, Vests with arms, and regular blouse type 
Windbreakers-in brown, tan, green, blue, grey, rose, some with knitted 
collar, cuffs and band, of Fair Isle pattern. Men's and Girls Ski Caps $2.00 
and $2.50. 

New Ski Shirts-something decidely novel and attractive, in wool 
mixtures and flannelette-blue, red, brown, tan, and French blue, with 
smart overcheck pattern, $3.50; Heavy Blue Ski Shirts, $3.00; Norwegian 
Ski Slacks, specially tailored to order for girls, of best quality Fox 

_Serg e, $5.5.0 ;_Extr.a H e.a.vy -Blue... Ski. Slades-fo.r men7 practically untear- ;:....,. 
able, $5.50; Special Horsehide Ski Mitts, wool-lined and fleece backs, $2.50; 
Leather lined Woollen Gloves, $2.00. 

A New Shipment of Ski-bands SOc. 

PALMER McLELLAN 
SKI BOOT 

Designed for efficiency and comfort m all kinds of ski~ing 

Made in different styles 

A BOOT THAT FITS AND THAT WILL LAST 

Low cut $6.7 5 & $8.00 High Boot $7.75 & $9.75 

Ladies $7.50 

OTTAWA BOOT & MOCCASIN CO. 
5 19 Sussex Street 
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